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PREFACE. 



The Editor of this little volume (for he pre* 
Slimes not to write AtUhcr) has been induced to 
bring into one connected view what has hitherto 

appeared only in detached fragments (and some of 
these not generally accessible) — the historical 
narrative of an event which deeply interested the 
public at the time of its occurrence, and from 
which the naval seiVice in partieulai*, in sH its 
ranks, may still draw instructive and useful les- 
sons. 

The story in itself is replete with interest. We 
are taught by The Book of sacred history, that the 
disobedience of our first parents entailed on our 
globe of earth a sintul and a suffering race : in our 
time there has sprung up from the most abandoned 
of this sinful family — from pirates, mutineers, and 
murderers — a little society which, under the pre- 
cepts of that sacred volume, is characterized by 
religion, morality, and innocence. The discovery 
of this happy people,' as unexpected as it was ac- 
cidental, and all that regards their condition and 
history, partake so much of the romantic, as to 
render the story not ill adapted for an epic poem. 
Lord Byron, indeed, has partially treated the sub- 
ject ; but by blending two incongruous stories, and 
leaving both of them imperfect, and by mixing up 
fact with fiction, has been less felicitoas than usual « 
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for, beautiful as many passages in his * Island' are, 

in a region where every tree, and flower, and foun- 
tain breathe poetry, yet as a whole the poem is 
feeble and deficient in dramatic effect. 

There still remains to us at least one Poet» who, 
if he could be prevailed on to undertake it, would 
do justice to the story. To his suggestion the 
publication of the present narrative owes its appear- 
ance. But a higher object at present is engaging 
his attention, which, when completed, juc^ging from 
that portion already before the public, will have 
raised a splendid and lasting monument to the 
name of William Sotheby, in his translation of the 
niad and the Odyssey. 

To the kindness of Mrs. Hey wood, the relict of 
the late Captain Peter Heywood, the Editor is in- 
debted for those beautiful and affectionate letters, 
written by a beloved sister to her unfortunate bro** 
ther, while a prisoner and under sentence of death ; 
as well as for some occasional poetry, which dis* 
plays an intensity of feeling, a tenderness of ex- 
pression, and a high tone of sentiment, that do 
honour to the head and heart of this amiable and 
accomplished lady. Those letters also from the 
brother to his deeply aiHibted family will be read 
with peculiar interest. 



The publishers of the present edition of this 
work, in order to render it more acceptable to the 
American public, have taken the liberty of omit- 
ting a few of the author's observations which were 
not deemed necessary to the history, aud also of 
slightly modifying its title. 
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CHAPTER I. 



OTAUBITJk 

"TriE pentle Island, and ttc gcnia! soil, 
The friendly hearts, the feasts without a toil, 
The courteous mannergi, but irom nature caught, 
Die wealth nnboanled, and tiia lova unboug^ 
♦ #••#* 

The bread-tree, which, without the pToiighshare* yields 

The unreap'd harvest of unfUrrow'd fieidSi 

And bakes its unadulterated loaves 

Without a ftirnace in unpurchased groves, 

And flings off famine from its fertile breast. 

A priceless market for the gathpiing guest 

These," JSykok. 

The reign of George III. will be distinguished in 
history by the great extension and improvement 
which geographical knowledge received under the 
immediate auspices of this sovereign. At a very 
early period after his accession to the throne of 
these realms, expeditions of discovery were under- 
taken, " not,'' as Dr. Hawkesworth observ^es, "with a 
view to the acquisition of treasure, or the extent of 
dominion, but for the improvement of commerce 
and the increase and diffusion of knowledge.'' This 
excellent monarch was himself no mean proficient 
in the science of geography ; and it may be doubted 
if any one of his subjectst at the period alluded to» 



Digiii^uG 



* 



14 OTAHEITE* 

was in possession of so extensive or so well-arranged 
a cabinet of maps and charts as his was, or who 
understood their merits or their defects so well as 
he did. 

The first expeditions that were sent forth, after 
the conclusion of the war, were those of Byron, 

Wallis, and Carteret. In the instructions to the 

first of these commanders it is said, " there is reason 
to believe that lands and islands of great extent, 
hitherto unvisited by any European power, may be 
found in the Atlantic Ocean, between the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Magellanic Strait, withiii the 
latitudes convenient for navigation, and in climates 
adapted to the produce of commodities useful in 
commerce.** It could not require much knowledge 
or consideration to be assured that between the 
Cape and the Strait chinates producing commodities 
useful in commerce, with the exception of whales 
and seals, were likely to be found. The fnct was, 
that among the real objects of this and other subse- 
Quent voyages, there was one which had engaged 
me attention of certain philosophers, from the time 
of the Spanish navigator Quiros : this able navigator 
had maintained that a Terra Australis incognita must 
necessarily exist, somewhere in the high latitudes 
of the southern hemisphere, to counterbalance the 
great masses of land in those of the northern nnci 
and thus maintain a just equipoise of the globe. 

While these expeditions were in progress, the 
Royal Society, in 1768, addressed an application to 
the kmg, praying him to appoint a smp of war to 
convey to the South Seas Mr. Alexander Dalrymple 
(who had adopted the opinion of Quiros), and cer- 
tain others, for the main purpoiic, iiowever, of ob- 
serving the transit of Venus over the sun's disk, 
which was to happen in the year 1769. By the 
king's command, a bark of three hundred and seventy 
tons was taken up by the Admiralty to perform this 
service, but as Mr. Dalrymple was a civilian, he 
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could not be intrusted with the command of the 

ship, and on that account declined going m her. 

The command was therefore conferred on Lieu- 
tenant James Cook, an officer of undoubted ability, 
and well versed in astronomy and the theory aiKl 
practice of navigation, with whom the Royal Society 
associated Mr. Charles Green, who had long been 
assistant to Dr. Bradley, the astronomer royal, to 
aid him in the observation of the transit. Mr. Banks, 
a private gentleman of good fortune, who afterward 
became the valuable and distinguished President of 
the Royal Society, and Dr. Solander, a Swedish 
gentleman of great acquirements, particularly iu 
natural history, accompanied Lieutenant Cook on 
this interesting voyage. The islands of Marquesas 
de Mendoza, or those of Rotterdam or Amsterdam, 



places for making the obsenration. While fittmg 
out, however. Captain Wallis returned from his ex- 
pedition, and strongly recommended, as most suit- 
able for the purpose, Port Royal Harbour, on an 
island he had discovered, to which he had given the 
name of "King George's Island," and which has since 
been known by its native name, Otaheite or Tahiie.* 
This lovely island is most intimately connected 
with the mutiny which took place on board the. 
Bonnty, and with the fate of the mutineers and their 
innocent offspring. Its many seducing temptations 
have been urged as one, if nr;t the main, cause of the 
mutiny, which was supposed, at least by the com* 
mander of that ship, tP have been excited by 

Young hearts whicli languished for some sunny iBlCf 
yfhsw summer years, and summer women smiley 



* The diseoTery of this Island is owing to Fernandez de Ctuiroa in 

1606, which he named La Sajsittaria. Some doubts were at first enter- 
tained of its identity with Otaheite, but the snmll difference of a lew 
miles in latitude, and about two degrees of longitude, the description as 
to size, the low isthmus, the distance flrom it of any other island at all 
similar, and above all, the geographical position — all prove its identtty** 
Mthough Qulrof calls it« what it certainly ianot^ a low island. 



were proposed 




proper 
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16 OTAHBIXB. 

Men without country, who, too long estrange' * 
Had found no native home, or fband it changeo, 
And, balf imciviliied, prefemd tbe wrt 
Of Bomeoolt savage to tlie nneenala warn" 

It may be proper, therefore, as introductory to 
the present narrative, to ^ve a general description 
of the rich and spontaneous gifts wliich Nature has 
lavished on this once " happy island — of the simple 
and ingenuous manners of its natives, — and of those 
allarements which were supposed, erroneously how- 
ever, to have occasioned the unfortunate catastrophe 
alluded to ;— to glance at 

The nymphs' sedttcemeiits and the magic howeri** 

as they existed at tlie period of the first intercourse 
between the Otaheitans and the crews of those 
ships A\ hich carried to their shores, in jsuccessioi^ 
Wallis, Bougainville, and Cook. 

The first communication which Wallis had with 
these people was unfortunately of a hostile nature* 
Having approached with his ship close to the shore, 
the usual symbol of peace and friendship, a branch 
of the plantain-tree, was held up by a native in one 
of the numerous canoes that surrounded the ship* 
Great numbers, on being invited, crowded on board 
the stranger ship, but one of them, being batted on' 
the haunches by a goat, and turning hastily round, 
perceived it rearing on its hind legs, ready to repeat 
the blow, was so terrified at the appearance of this 
strange animal, so different from any he had ever 
seen, that, in the moment of terror, he jumped over- 
board, and all the rest followed his example with 
the utmost precipitation. 

This little incident, however, produced no mis- 
chief; but as the boats were sounding in the bay, 
and several canoes crowdinc: round them, Wallis 
suspected the islanders had a design to attack them, 
and, on this mere suspicion, ordered the boats by 
signal to come on board, and at the same time,'' he 
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says, "to intimidate the Indians, T fired a iiine- 
pouiider over their heads.'* This, as might have 
been imagined, startled the islanders, but did not 
prevent them from attempting immediately to cut 
off the cutter, as she was standing towards the ship. 
Several stoneswere thrown into this boat, on which 
the commanding officer fired a musket, loaded with 
buckshot, at the man who threw the first stone, 
and wounded him in the shoulder* 

Finding no good anchorage at this place, the ship 
proceeded to another part of the island, where, on 
one of the boats being assailed by the Indians in two 
or three canoes, with their clubs and paddles in their 
hands, " Our people," says the commander, " being 
much pressed, were obliged to fire, by which one of 
the assailants was kilh^d, and another much wounded.'* 
This unlucky reucoLiuter did not, however, prevent, 
as soon as the ship was moored, a great number of 
canoes from coming off the next morning, with hogs, 
fowls, and fruit. A brisk traffic soon commenced, 
our people exchamruig knives, nails, and trinkets 
for more substantial articles of food, of which they 
were in want. Amoiiir the canoes that came out 
last were some double ones of very lanie size, with 
twelve or fifteen stout men in each, and it was ob- 
served that they had little on board except a quan- 
tity of round pebble stones. Other canoes came off 
along with them, having only women on board ; 
and while these females were assiduously practising 
their allurements, by attitudes that could not be mis- 
understood, with the view, as it would seem, to dis* 
tract the attention of the crew, the large double 
canoes closed roimd the ship ; and as these advancedf 
some of the men began singing, some blowing 
conchs, and others playing on flutes. One of them, 
with a person sitting unaer a canopy, approached 
the ship so close, as to allow this person to hand up 
a bunch of red and yellow feathers, making signs it 
u loi tii8 captain. He then put off Lo a little dis* 

B2 
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tance, and, on holding up the branch of a cocoanuU 
tree, there was a universal shout from all the 

canoes, which at the same moment moved towards 

the ship, and a shower of stones was poured into 
her on every side. The guard was now ordered to 
fire, and two of the quarter-deck guns, loaded with 
Bmall shot, were fired among them at the same time, 
which createil great terror and confusion, and caused 
them to retreat to a short distance. In a few min- 
utes, however, they renewed the attack. The great 
guns were now ordered to be discharged among 
them, and also into a mass of canoes that were put- 
ting off from the shore. It is stated, that at this 
time there could not he less than three hundred 
canoes about the ship, having on board at least two 
thousand men. Again they dispersed, but having 
soon collected into something like order, they hoisted 
white streamers, and pulled towards the ship^s stem, 
when they again began to throw stones with great 
force and dexterity, by the help of slings, each of 
the stones weighing about two pounds, and many 
of them wounded the people on board. At length 
a shot hit the canoe that apparently had the chief 
on board, and cut it asunder. This was no sooner 
observed by the rest than they all dispersed, in such 
haste that in half an hour there was not a single 
canoe to be seen ; and all the people who had 
crowded the shore fled over the hills with the ut- 
most precipitation. What was to happen on the 
following day was matter of conjecture^ but this 
point was soon decided. 

** The white map landed need the rest be told f 
Tbft new world aireteh^d its dosk hand to ibe old,* 

Lieutenant Fumeaux, on the next moming» landed 
without opposition close to a fine river that fell into 

the bay, — stuck up a stalf on which was hoisted a 
pendant, — turned a turf, — and by this process took 
possesdiou of the island in the name of lus majesty, 
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and calluJ it King George the Third's Island. Just 
as he was enibarkinfr, an old man, to whom the lieu- 
tenant liad given a few trifles, brought some green 
boughs, which he threw down at the foot of the 
staff, then retiring, brought about a dozen of his 
countrymen, who approached the staff in a suppli- 
cating posture, then retired and brought two hve 
hogs, which they laid down at the foot of the staff, 
and then began to dance. After this ceremony the 
hogs were put into a canoeyand the old man carried 
them on board, handing up several green plantain 
leaves, and uttering a sentence on the delivery of 
each. Some presents were offered him in return, 
but he would accept of none. 

Concluding^ that peace was now establishedi and 
that no furmer attack would be made, the boats 
were sent on shore the following day to get water. 
While the casks were filluig, several natives were 
perceived coniiug from behind the hills and through 
the woods, and at the same time a multitude of 
canoes from behind a projecting point of the bay. 
As these were discovered to be laden with stones, 
and were making towards the ship, it was concluded 
their iiiti^iition was to try their fortune in a st^cond 
grand attack. " As to shorten the contest would 
certainly lessen the mischief, I determined," says 
Captain WaUis, to make this action decisive, and 
put an end to hostilities at once." Accordingly a 
tremendous fire was opened at once on all the 
groups of canoes, which had the effect of imme- 
diately dispersing them. The fire was then directed 
into the wood, to drive out the islanders, who had 
assembled in large numbers, on which they all fled 
to the hill, where the women and children had seated 
themselves. Here they collected to the amount of 
several thousands, imagining themselves at that dis- 
tance to be perfectly safe. The captain, liowever, 
ordered four shot to be fired over them ; but two of 
the balls having fallen close to a tree where a numbei 
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of them were sitting, they were so struck with terror 
and consternation, that in less than two minutes 
not a creature was to be seen. The coast being 

cleared, the boats were manned and armed, and all 
the carpenters with their axes were sent on shore, 
with directions to destroy every canoe they could 
find ; and we are told this service was effectually 
perfornied, and that more than hlty canoes, many of 
which were sixty feet long and tlir^e broadi and 
lashed together, were cut to pieces. 

This act of severity must have been cruelly felt 
hy these poor people, who, without iron or any kind 
of tools, but such as stones, shells, teeth, and bones 
supplied them with, must have spent months and 
probably years in the construction of one of these 
extraordinary double boats. 

Such was the inauspicious commencement of our 
acquaintance with the natives of Otaheite. Their 
determined hostility and perseverance in an unequal 
combat could only have arisen from one of two 
motives — either from an opinion that a ship of such 
magnitude as they had never before beheld could 
only be come to their coast to take their country 
from them ; or an irresistible temptation to endea- 
vour, at all hazards, to possess themselves of so 
valuable a prize. Be that as it may, the dread in- 
spired by the effects of the cannon, and [lerhaps a 
conviction of the truth of wiiat had been exphiined 
to them, that the " strangers wanted only provisions 
and water," had the eflect of allaying all jealousy; 
for from the day of the last action» the most friendly 
and uninterrupted intercourse was established, and 
continued to the day of the Dolphin's departure ; 
and provisions of all kinds, hogs, dogs, fruit, and 
vegetables, weie supplied in the greatest abundance, 
in exchange for pieces of iron, naQs, and trinkets. 

As a proof of the readiness of these simple 
people to forgive injuries, a poor woman, accompa-* 
nied hy a young man bearing a branch of the plan* 
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tain-tree, and another man with two hogs» ap* 
proached the giumer» whom Captain WaUis had 
appointed to regujiate the marketp and looking romid 
pn the strangers with great attention, fixing her eyea 
flCmietiBi^s on one and sometimes on another, at 
length burst into tears. It appeared tliat her hus- 
band and three of her sons had been killed in the 
attack on the sliip. While this was under explana- 
tion, the poor creature was so affected as to require 
the support of the two young men, who from their 
weepino^ were probably two more of lier sons. 
Wiien somewhat composed, she ordered the two 
ho2;s to be delivered to the gunner, and gave him her 
hand in token of friendship, but would accept nothing 
in return. 

Captain Wallis was now so well satisfied that 
there was nothing further to apprehend from the 
hostility of the natives, that he sent a party up the 
country to cut wood, who were treated with great 
kindness and hospitality by all they met, and tho 
ship was visited by persons of both sexes, who by 
their dress and behaviour appeared to be of a supe- 
rior rank. Among others was a tall lady about five- 
and-forty years of age, of a pleasing countenance 
and majestic deportment. She was under no re- 
straint, either from diffidence or fear, and conducted 
herself with that easy freedom which generally dis- 
titiii^uishes conscious superiority and habitual com- 
mand. She accepted some small present which the 
captain gave her. with a good grace and much plea- 
sure ; and having observed that he was weak and 
suffering from iU health, she j)ointed to the shore, 
which he understood to be an invitation« and made 
signs that he would go thither the next morning* 
His visit to this lady displays so much character and 
good feeling, that it wUl best be descdbed in the 
.captain's own words* 

The next morning I went on shore for the first 
time, and my princess, or rather queen, for such by 
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her authority she appeared to be, soon after came 
to me, followed by many of her attendants. As she 
perceived that my disorder had left me very weak, 
she ordered her people to take me in their arms, and 
cany me, not only over the river, but all the way to 
her house ; and observing that some of the people 
who were with me, particularly the first lieutenant 
and purser, had also been sick, she caused them also 
to be carried in the same manner, and a guard, 
which I had ordered out upon the occasion, fol- 
lowed. In our way, avast multitude crowded about 
us, but upon her wavino: her hand, without speaking 
a word, they withdrew, and left us a free passaiife. 
When we approached near her house, a great num- 
ber of both sexes came out to meet her; these she 
presented to me, after having intimated by signs 
that they were her relations, md taking hold of my 
hand she made them kiss it. 

We then entered the house, which covered a 
piece of ground three hundred and twenty-seven 
feet long, and fort^-two feet broad. It consisted of 
a roof thatched with palm leaves, and raised upon 
thirty-nine pillars on each side, and fourteen in the 
middle. The ridge of tlie thatch, on the inside, was 
thirty feet high, and the sides of the iiouse, to the 
edge of the roof, were twelve feet high ; all below 
the roof being open. As soon as we entered the 
house she made us sit down, and then calling four 
young girls, she assisted then\ to take off my shoes, 
draw down my stockings, and pull oflf my coat, and 
then directed them to smootli down the skin, and 
gently chafe it with their hands. The same opera- 
tion was also performed on the first lieutenant and 
the purser, but upon none of those who appeared to 
be in health. WhUe this was doing, our surgeon, 
who had walked till he was very warm, took of[ his 
wig to cool and refresh himself: a sudden exclama- 
tion of one of the Indians, who saw it, drew the 
attention of the rest,' and in a moment every eye 
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was fixed upon the prodigy, and every operation 
was suspended. The whole assembly stood some 
time motioaless, in silent astonishment, which could 
not Ixave been more strone^ly expressed if they had 
discovered that our friend's limbs had been screwed 
on to the trunk. In a short time, however, the 
young women who were chafing us resumed their 
employment, and having contiimed for about half an 
hour, they dressed us again, but in this they were, 
as may easily be imagined, very awkward ; I found 
great benefit, however, from the clia^gy and sordid 
the lieutenant and the purser. 

After a little time our generous benefactress or- 
dered some bales of Indian cloth to be brought out, 
with which she clothed me and all that were with 
me, according to the fashion of the country. A t first 
X declined the acceptance of this favour; but being 
unwilling not to seem pleased with what was in- 
tended to please me* I acquiesced* When we went 
away, she ordered a very large sow big \\ itli young 
to be taken down to the boat, and accompanied us 
thither herself. She had given directions to her 
people to carry me, as they had done when I came, 
out as I chose rather to walk, she took me by the 
arm, and Avhenever we came to a plash of water or 
dirt, she hfted me over with as little trouble as it 
would have cost me to have lifted over a child if I 
had been well.'* 

The following morning Captain Wallis sent her a 
present by tlie G;unner, who found her in the midst 
of an entertainment t^iven to at least a thousand 
people. The messes were put into shells of cocoa- 
nuts, and the shells into wooden trays, like those 
used by our butchers, and she distributed them with 
her own hands to the guests, who were seated in 
rows in the open air romid the great house. When 
ttiis was done she sat down herself upon a place 
somewhat elevated above the rest, and two women, 
plaeimg themselves one on each side of her» fed her^ 
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she opening her mouth as they brought their fiands 
up with the food. From this time provisions were 
sent to market in the greatest abundance. The queen 
frequently visited the captnin on board, and always 
with a present ; but she never condescended to bai- 
ter, nor would she accept of any return. 

One day, after visiting her at her house, the cap* 
tain at parting made her comprehend by signs that he 
Intended to quit the island in seven days. She im- 
mediately understood his meaning, and by similar 
signs expressed her wish that be should stay twenty 
days, that he should go vtrith her a couple of days* 
journey into the country, stay there a few days, re- 
turn with plenty of hogs and poultry, and then go 
away; but on persisting in his first intention she 
burst into tears, and it was not without great diffi- 
culty that she could be pacified. The next time that 
she went on board Captain Wallis ordered a good 
dinner for her entertainment and those chiefs who 
were of her party; but the queen would neither eat 
nor drink. As she was going over the ship's side 
she asked, by si^s, whether he still persisted in leav- 
ing the island at the time he had fixed ; and on re- 
ceiving an answer in the affirmative, she expressed 
her regret by a flood of tears; and as soon as her 
passion subsided she told the captain that she would 
come on board again the following da^* 

Accordingly the next day she again visited the 
ship twice, bnnging each time large presents of hogs, 
fowls, and firuits. The captain, after expresshig his 
sense of her kindness and hounty, announced his in- 
tention of sailing the following morning* This, as 
usual, threw her into tears, and, after recovering 
herself, she made anxious inquiry when he should 
return. He said in fifty days, with whicli she seemed 
to be satisfied. " She staid on board," says Captain 
Wallis, " till night, and it was then with the greatest 
difficulty that she could be prevailed upon to go on 
shore. When she was told that the boat was ready^ 
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she threw herself down upon the arni-^hest, and 
wept a long time with an excess of passion that 
could not be pacified. At last) however, with the 
greatest reluctance, she was prevafled upon to go into 
the boat, and was followed by her attendants** 

The next day, while the ship was unmooring, the 
whole beach was covered with the inhabitants. The 
queen came down, and, having ordered a double 
canoe to be launched, was rowed off by her owu 
people, followed by fifteen or sixteen other canoes. 
She soon made her appearance on board, but, not 
being able to speak, she sat down, and gave vent to 
her passion by weeping. Shortly after, a breeze 
springing up, the ship made sail ; and finding- it now 
necessary to return mto her canoe, ** she embraced 
us all," says Captain WalUs, ** m the most aflfec^ion- 
ate manner, and with many tears ; all her attendants 
also expressed great sorrow at our departnre. In a 
few minutes she came into the bow of her canoe, 
where she sat weeping with inconsolable sorrow. I 
gave her many things which I thought would be of 

Seat use to her, and some for ornament. She si- 
itly aocepted of all, but took little notice of any 
thing. About ten o^dock we had got without the 
reef, and a fresh breeze springiiqp up, our Indian 
friends, and particularly the queen, once more bade 
us farowell, with sueh tenderness of affection and 
grief as Med both my heart and my eyes/' 

The tender passioii had certainly caught hold of 
one or both of these worthies; and if her majesty's 
language had been as well understood by Captain 
Wallis as that of Dido was to -/Eneas when pressing 
him to stay with her, there is no doubt it would 
have been found not less pathetic. 

Nec te noster amor, nec te data dextera quondanii 
Koc mofitam lenet crodeli flinen Ukto 1 

This lady, however, did not sink, like the " miser* 
rima Dido/ under her griefs j on the contrary, we 
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find her in fuQ activity and animation^ and equally 
generous to Lieut. Cook and his party^ under the 
name of ObereOf who, it now appeared, was no queen, 
but whose husband they discovered was uncle to the 
yoiuig king^ then a minor, but irom.whom she was 
separated* She soon evinced a partiality for Mr 
Bai^) though not quite so strong as that for Wallis , 
but it appears to have been mutual, until an unlucky 
discovery took place that she had at her command 
a stout, strong-boned cavalicrc scfvcnte; added to 
which, a theft rather of an amusing nature coiitrib'- 
uted for a time to create a coolness, and somewhat 
to disturb the good understanding- that had subsisted 
between them. It happt^ned that a party, consisting 
of Cook^ Banks, Sohmder, and three or four others, 
was beniglited at a distance from the anchorage* 
Mr. Banks, says Lieut. Cook, thoiitrht himself fortu- 
nate in being offered a place by Oberea in her own 
canoe> and, wishing his friends a good night, took 
his leave. He went to rest early^ according to the 
custom of the country; and taking off his clothes, as 
was his constant practice, the nights being hot, Obe^ 
rea kindly insisted upon taking them into her own 
custody, for otilerwise, she said^ they would cer^ 
tainly be stolen. Mr. Banks, having) as he thought^ 
60 good a safegfuard) resigned himself to sleep with 
all imagrinable tranquillity; but awakening about 
eleven o'clock, and wantnig to get up, he searched 
for his clothes where he had seen them carefully 
deposited by Oberea when he lay down to sleep, and 
perceived) to his sorrow and surprise, that they were 
missing. He immediately awakened Oberea, who, 
startins^ up and hearing his complaint, ordered lights, 
and prepared in great haste to recover what had been 
lost. Tootahah, the regent, slept in, the next canoe, 
and, being sooa< alarmed, he came to them, and set 
out with Oberea in search of the thiei. Mr. Banks 
was not in a condition to go with them, as of his 
apparel scarcely any thing was left him but his 



OTAHBTTE. 37 

breeches. In about half an honr his two noble 
friends retained, but without having^ obtained any 

intelligence of his clothes or of the thief. ' Where 

Cook and Solander had disposed of themselves he 
did not know; but hearing music, which was sure 
to bring a crowd together, in which there was a 
chance of his associates being among them, he rose, 
and made the best of his way towards it, and joined 
his party, as Cook says, " more than half-naked, and 
told us his melancholy story." 

It was some consolation to find that his friends 
were fellow-sufferers, Cook having lost his stockings, 
that had been stolen from under his head, though he 
had never been asleep, and his associates their jack- 
ets. At daybreak Oberea brought to Mr. Banks some 
of her country clothes ; ^*so that when he came to 
us,** says Cook, ** he made a most motley appear* 
ance, half Indian and half English." Such an adven- 
ture must have been highly amusing to him who 
was the object of it when the inconvenience had 
been removed, as ever^r one win admit who knew 
the late venerable president of the Royal Society. 
He never doubted, however, that Oberea was privy 
to the theft, and there was stronc: suspicion of her 
having some of the articles in her custody. Being • 
aware that this feeling existed, she absented herself 
for some time, and when she again appeared she 
said a favourite of hers had taken them away, whom 
she had beaten and dismissed; "but she seemed 
conscious," says Cook, " that she had no right to be 
believed; she discovered the strongest signs of fear, 
yet she surmounted it with astonishing resolution, 
and was very pressing to be allowed to sleep with 
her attendants in Mr. Banks's tent. In this, how- 
ever, she was not gratified." Sir Joseph might have 
thought, that if he complied with her request his 
breeches might be in danger of following the other 
articles of his dress. 

The Otaheitans cannot resist pilfering. I nniat 
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bear my teslimony,'' says Cook, " that the people of 
this country, of all ranks, men and women, are the 
anrantest thieves upon the face of the earth ; but,'* 
he adds, we must not hastily conclude that theft is 
a testimony of the same depravity in them that it is 
in us» in the instances in which our people were suf* 
feiers by their dishonesty ; for their temj^tation was 
such as to surmount what would be copsidered as a 
proof of uncommon integrity among those who have 
more knowledge, better principlesy and stronger mo- 
tives to resist the temptations of illicit advantage 
An Indian among penny knives and beads, and even 
nails and broken glass, is in the same state of mmd 
with the meanest servant in Europe among unlocked 
cofiers of jewels and gold." Captain Wallis has 
illustrated the truth of this position by an experi- 
ment he made on some persons whose dress and be- 
haviour indicated that they were of a superior cast. 
" To discover what present," he says, " would most 
gratify them, I laid down before them a Johannes, a 
guinea, a crown-piece, a Spanish dollar, a few shil . 
linffSf some new halfpence, and two large nails, 
making signs that they should take what they liked 
bestt The nails were first seized with great eager* 
ness, and then a few of the halfpence, but the silver 
and gold lay neglected.'* Here, then, it might virith 
truth be said was discovered 

Tbe goldleM age where gold disturbs no dreams. 

But their thirst after iron was irresistible. WaHis's 

ship was stripped of all the nails in her by the sea- 
men to purchase the good graces of the women, who 
assembled in crowds on the shore. The men even 
drew out of different parts of the ship those nails 
that fastened the cleats to her side* This commerce 
established with the women rendered the men, as 
might readily be expected, less obedient to com- 
mand, and made it necessary to punish some of them 
by flogot'ing'. The Otaheitans regarded this punish- 
ment with horror. One of Cook's men having in- 
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suited a chief's wife, he was ordered to be flogged 
in their presence. The Indians saw him stripped 
and tied up to the ricri^ingr with a fixed attention, 
waiting in silent suspense for the event ; but as soon 
as the first stroke was given they interfered with 
great agitation, earnestly entreating that the rest of 
the punishment might be remitted ; and when they 
found they were unable to prevail, they gave vent to 
their pity by tears. " But their tears,*^ as Cook ob- 
servesi ^ like those of children, were always ready 
to express an}'' passion that was strongly excitedi 
and, like those of children, they also appeared to be 
forgotten as soon as shed.'* And he instances this 
by the following incident : — Mr. Banks, seeing a 
young woman in great affliction, the tears streaming 
from her eyes, inquired earnestly the cause ; but in- 
stead of answering, she took from under her garment 
a shark's tooth, and strnck it six or seven times into 
her head with great force; a profusion of blood fol- 
lowed, and, disregarding his inquiries, she continued 
to talk loud in a melancholy tone, while those around 
were laughinj? and talicing without taking the least 
notice of her distress. The bleeding having ceased^ 
she looked up with a smile, and, collecting the pieces 
of cloth which she had used to stanch the blood, 
threw them into the sea; then plunging into the 
river, and washing her whole body, she returned to 
the tents with the same gayety and cheerfulness as 
if nothing had hap|)ened. The smie thing occurred 
in the case of a chief, who had giyen great oflfence 
to Mr. Banks, when he and all his followers were over- 
whelmed with grief and dejection; but one of his 
women having struck a shark's tooth into her head 
several times till it was covered with blood, the 
scene whs immediately changed, and laughing and 
good-humour took place. Wallis witnessed the 
same kind of conduct. This, therefore, and the tears 
are probably considered a sort of expiation or doing 
penance for a fault. 

C9 
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But tlie sorrows of these simple and artless people 
are transient* Cook justly observes, that what they 
^ feel they have never been taught either to disguise 
or suppress $ and having no habits of tiiinking, which 
perpetually recall the past and anticipate the future, 
they are affected by all the changes of the passing 
hour, and redect the colour of the time, however fre- 
quently it may vary. They gi ieve for the death of 
a relation, and place the body on a stage erected 
on piles and covered with a roof of thatch; for they 
never bury the dead, and never approach one of these 
morais without great solemnity ; but theirs is no last* 
ing grief. 

An old woman haviner died, Mr. Banks, whose pur- 
suit was knowledge of every kind, and to gain it 
made himself one of the people, requested he might 
attend the ceremony and witness all the mysteries 
of the solemnity of depositing the body in the morai. 
The request was complied with, but on no other eoR 
dition than his taking a part in it* This was just 
what he wished. In the evening he repaired to the 
house of mourning, where he was received by the 
daughter of the deceased and several others, among 
whom was a boy about fourteen years old. One of 
the chiefs of the district was the principal mourner, 
wearing a fantastical dress. Mr. Banks was stripped 
entirely of his European clothes, and a smaQ piece 
of cloth was tied round his middle. His face and 
body were then smeared w ith charcoal and water as 
low as the shoulders till they were as black as those 
of a iiegro. The same operation was performed on 
the rest, among whom were some women, who were 
reduced to a state as near to nakedness as himself. 
The boy was blacked all over, after whicli the pro- 
cession set forward, the chief mourner having- mum- 
bled something hke a prayer over the body. It is 
the custom of the Indians to fly from these proces- 
sions with the utmost precipitation. On the present 
occasion several large bodies of the natives were put 
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to flight, all the houses were deserted, and not an Ota- 
heitan was to be seen. The body being deposited 
on the stage, the niouroers were dismissed to wash 
themselves in the river, and to resume their custom* 
ary dresses and their usual gayety. 

They are, liowever, so jealous of any one approach- 
ing these abodes of the dead, that one of Cook's 
party, luq)peaing one day to pull a flower from a tree 
which grew in one of these sepulchral enclosiurest 
was struck by a native who saw it, and came sud- 
denly behind nim. The moral of Oberea was a pile 
of stone-work, raised pyramidicallyi two hundred and 
sixty-seven feet long, ei^jbty-seven feet wide, and 
forty-four feet high, terminating in a ridge like the 
roof -of a house, and ascended by steps cff white coral 
stone neatly squared and polished, some of them not 
less than three feet and a half by two feet and a half. 
Such a structure, observes Cook, raised without the 
assistance of iron tools or mortar to join them, struck 
us with astonishment, as a work of considerable 
skill and incredible labour. 

On the same priuciple of nKiking himself ac- 
quainted with every novelty tliat presented itself. 
Captain Cook states that " Mr. Banks saw the opera- 
tion of tattooing performed upon the back of a girl 
about thirteen years old. The instrument used upon 
this occasion had tliirty teeth, and every stroke, of 
which at least a hundred were made in a minute, 
drew an ichor or serum a little tinged with blood. 
The girl bore it with most stoical resolution for 
about a quarter of an hour : but the pain of so many 
hundred punctures as she had received in that time 
then became intolerable: she tirst complained in 
murmurs, then wept, and at last burst into loud 
lamentations, earnestly imploring the operator to 
desist. He was, however, inexorable; and when she 
began to struggle, she was held down two women, 
who sometimes soothed and sometimes chid her^ 
and now and then, when she was most unruly, gave 
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her a smart blow, Mr, Banks staid in the neigh« 
bouring house an hour, and the operation was not 
over when he went away.** 

The sufferings of this young lady did not, how- 
ever, deter the late president of the Royal Society 
from undergoing the operation on hi? own person. 

The skill and labour which the Otaheitans bestow 
on their large double boats is not less wonderful 
than their stone morais, from the felling of the tree 
and splitting it into plank, to the minutest carved 
ornaments that decorate the head and the stem* 
The whole operation is performed without the use 
of any metallic instmment. ^ To fabricate one of 
their principal vessels with their tools is," says 
Cook, ^ as great a work as to bnild a British man 
of war with ours.^ The fighting boats are some* 
times more than seventy feet long, bnt not above 
three broad; but they are fastened in pairs, side by 
side, at the distance of about three feet ; the head 
and stern rise in a semicircular form, the latter to 
the height of seventeen or eighteen feet. To build 
these boats, and the smaller kinds of canoes, — to 
build their houses, and finish the shg"ht furniture they 
contain, — to fell, cleave, carve, and pohsh timber for 
various purposes, — and, in short, for ever}^ conver- 
sion of wood, — the tools they make use of are the 
following : an adze of stone ; a chisel or gouge of 
bone, generally that of a man's arm between the 
wrist tuid elbow ; a rasp of coral ; and the skin of a 
stingray, with coral sand as a file or polisher* 

The persons of the Otaheitan men are in general 
tally strong, well-limbed, and finely sh^ed ; equal in ^ 
size to the largest of Europeans. The women of 
superior rank are also above the middle stature of 
Europeans, but the inferior class are rather belowit. 
The complexion of the former class is that which 
we call a brunette, and the skin is most delicately 
smooth ai)d soft. The shape of the face is comely, 
the cheek bones are not high* neither are the eyes 
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koUo nor the brow prominent ; the nose is a little, 
but not much, flattened ; but their eyes, and more 
particularly those of the women, are full of expres- 
sion, sometimes sparkling with fire, and sometimes 
melting with softness ; their teeth also are, almost 
without exception, most beautifully even and white, 
and their breatli perfectly without taint. la their 
motions there is at once vigour as well as ease ; 
their walk is graceful, their deportment Uberal, and 
their behaviour to strangers and to each other affa- 
ble and courteous. In their dispositions they appear 
to be brave, open, and candid, without suspicion or 
treachery, cruelty or revenge. Mr. Banks had such 
confidence in them as to sleep frequently in their 
houses in the woods without a companion, and con- 
sequently wholly in their power. They are delicate 
and cleanly, almost wholly without example. 

^ The natives o£ Otaheite,^ says CoqJl, both men 
and women, constantty wash their whole bodies in 
running water three times every day ; once as soon 
as ihey rise in the morning, once at noon, and again 
before they sleep at night, whether the sea or river 
be near them or at a distance. They wash, not only 
the mouth, but the hands at their meals, almost be- 
tween every morsel; and their clothes, as well as 
their persons, are kept without spot or stain." 

If any one should think this picture somewhat 
overcharged, he will find it fully confirmed in an 
account of them made by g-entlemen of the highest 
respectability. In the first missionary voyage, in 
the year 179^7, the natives of Otaheite are thus 
described: 

Natural colour olive, inclining: to copper; the 
women, who carefully clothe themselves and avoid 
the sunbeams, are but a shade or two darker than a 
Buropean brunette; their eyes are black and spar- 
kliog ; their teeth white and even ; their skin soft and 
delicate ; their limbs finely turned ; their hair jetty 
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perfumed mi ornamented with flowers ; they are in 
general large and Mride over the shoulders ; we were 
therefore disappointed in the judgment we had 
formed from the report of preceding visiters ; and 
though hepe and there was to be seen a young per- 
son who might be esteemed comely, we saw few 
who, in fact, could be called beauties ; yet they pos- 
sess eminent feminine graces ; their faces are never 
darkened with a scowl, or covered with a cloud of 
sullenness or suspicion. Their manners are affable 
and engaging; their step easy, firm, and graceful; 
their behaviour free and unguarded; always bound- 
less in generosity to each other and to strangers; 
their tempers mild, gentle, and unaffected ; slow to 
take offence, easily pacified, and seldom retaining 
resentment or revenge, whatever provocation they 
may have received. Their arms and hands are very 
delicately fooned; and though they go barefoot, 
their feet are not coarse and spreading* 

As wives in private Mfe, they are affectionate, 
tender, and obedient to their husbands, and uncom- 
monly fond of their children : they nurse them with 
the utmost care, and are particularly attentive to 
keep the infant's limbs supple and straight. A crip* 
pie is iKirdly ever seen among them in early life. A 
rickety child is never known; any thmg resembling 
it would reflect the highest disgrace on the mother. 

**The Otaheitans have no partitions in theirhouses; 
but it may be affirmed they have in many instances 
more reiined ideas of decency than ourselves ; and 
one long a resident scruples not to declare, that he 
never saw any appetite, hunger and thirst excepted, 
gratified in public. It is too true, that for the sake 
of gaining our extraordinary curiosities, and to please 
our brutes, they have appeared immodest in the ez» 
treme. Yet they lay this charge wholly at our door, 
and say that Englishmen are ashamed of nothings 
and that we have led them to pubUe acts of inde« 
cency never before practised among themselves. 
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trcinliere, mote precious than gold, bears down every 
terrier of restraint ; honesty and modesty yield to 
the force of temptation*"* 

Such are the females and the mothers here de- 
scribed, whose interesting offspring are now peo- 
pling Pitcairn's Island, and who, while they inlierit 
tlieir mothers' virtues, have lutherto kept themselves 
free from their vices. 

• The greater part of the food of Otaheitans is vege- 
table. Hogs, dogs, and poultry are their only aiu- 
mals, and all of them serve for food. "We all 
agreed," says Cook, " that ti South Sea dog was little 
inferior to an English iamb,^' which he ascribes to 
its being kept up and fed wholly on vegetables. 
Broiling and baking are the only two modes of ap- 
plying fire to their cookery. Captain Wallis ob- 
serveS) that having no vessel in which water could 
be subjected to the action of fire, they had no more 
idea that it couid be made hot^ than that it could be 
made solid ; and he mentions that one of the attend- 
ants of the snpposed queen, having observed the sur- 
geon fill the teapot from an um, turned the cock 
oimself, and received the wat^r in his hand ; and 
that as soon as he felt himself scalded, he roared out 
and began to dance about the cabin with the most 
extravagant and ridiculous expressions of pain and 
astonishment ; his companions, unable to conceive 
what was the matter, staring at liim in amaze, and 
not without some mixture of terror. 

One of Oberea's peace-offerings to Mr. Banks, for 
the robbery of his clothes committed in her boat, 
was a fine fat door, and tlie way in which it was pre- 
pared and baked was as follows. Tnpei, the high- 
priest, undertook to perform the double office of 
butcher and cook. He first killed him by holding 
Us hands close over his mouth and nose for the 
space of a quarter of an hour. A hole was then 

* A^^^ioaary Vo^e to i\kQ Southern Pacific Ocean, Appendii, 
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made in the ground about a foot deep, in which a 
fire was kindled, and some small stones placed in 
layerst alternately with the wood, to be heated. 
The dog was then anged, scraped with a shell, and 
the hair taken off as ctean as if he had been scalded 
in hot water. He was then cut up with the same 
instniment, and his entrails carefully washed* When 
the hole was sufficiently heated, the fire was taken 
out, and some of the stones, being placed at the bot- 
tom, were covered with green leaves. The dogt 
with the entrails, was then placed upon the leaveSf 
and other leaves being laid upon them, the whole 
was covered with the rest of the hot stones, and the 
mouth of the hole close stopped with mould. In 
somewhat less than four hours, it i^as again opened, 
and the dog taken out excellently baked, and the 
party all agreed that he made a very good dish. 
These dogs, it seems, are bred to be eaten, and Uve 
wholly on bread-fruit, cocoanutSi yamS} and oth 
vegetables of the like kind. 

The food of the natives, being chiefly ves^etable, 
consists of the various preparations of the bread- 
fruit, of cocoanuts, bananas, plantainsi and a great 
variety of other fruit, the spontaneous products of 
a rich soil and genial elimal^* The bread-fruit, 
when baked in the same manner as the dog was, ia 
rendered soft, aisd not unlike a boiled potato; not 
quite so faiinaeeous as agpod one, but more so than 
those of the middling sort. Much of this fruit is 
gathered before it is ripe, and by a certain process 
is made to undergo the two states of fermentation, 
the saccharine and acetous, in the latter of which 
it is moulded into balls, and called mahie. The 
natives seldom make a meal without this sour paste. 
Salt water is the universal sauce, without which no 
meal is eaten. Their drink in general consists of 
water, or the juice of the cocoanut, the art of pro- 
ducing liquors that intoxicate hy fermentation being 
at this time happily unknown among them ; neither 
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did they make use of any narcotic^ as the natives 
of some other countries do opium, betel-mit, and 
tobacco. One cbiy tlie wife of one of tlie chiefs 
came running to I\Ir. Banks, wlio was always applied 
to in every emergency and distress, and with a mix- 
ture of grief and terror in her countenance, ^made 
him understand that her husband was dying, in con- 
sequence of something the strangers liad given him 
to eiit. Mr. Banks found his friend leaning his head 
against a post, in an attitude of the utmost languor 
and despondency. His attendants brought out a 
leaf folded up with great care, containini^ part of the 
poison of the effects of which their master was now 
dying. On opening the leaf Mr. Banks found in it 
a chew of tobacco, which the chief had asked from 
some of the seamen, and imitating them, as he 
thought, he had rolled it about in his mouth, grind* 
ing it to powder with his teeth, and ultimately shal- 
lowing it. During Ihe examination of the leaf he 
looked up at Mr. Sanks with the most piteous coun- 
tenance) and intimated that he had but a very short 
time to live. A copious draught of cocoanut milk, 
however, set all to rights, and the chief and his at* 
tendants were at once restored to that flow of cheer- 
fulness and good-humour, which is the characteristic 
of these single-minded people. 

There is, however, one plant from the root of 
which they extract a juice of an intoxicating qualit}', 
called ava^ but Cook's party saw nothing of its 
effects, probably owing to their considering drunk- 
enness as a disgrace. This vice of drinking ava is 
said to be peculiar almost to the chiefs, who vie 
with each other in drinkmg the greatest number of 
draughts, each draught being about a pint. They 
keep this intoxicating juice with great care iiom the 
women. 

As eating is one of the most important concerns 
of life here as well as elsewhere, Captain Cook's 
description of a meal made by one of the chiefs of 
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the island cannot be considered as uomterestiiigiaoidl 
is here given in his own words. 

" He sits down under the shade of the next tree, 
or on the shady side of his house, and a large quan* 
tity of leaves, either of the bread*fruit or bananaSi 
are neatly spread before him upon the ground as a 
tablecloth ; a basket is then set by him, that contains 
his provision, which, if fish or flesh, is ready dressed, 
and wrapped up in leaves, and two coeoanut shells, 
one full of salt water and one of fresh. His attend- 
ants, which are not few, seat themselves round him, 
and when all is ready, lie begins by washing his 
hands and his mouth thoroughly with the freshwater, 
and this he repeats almost continually throughout 
the whole meal. He then takes part of his provi- 
sion out of the basket, which generally consists of 
a small fish or two, two or three bread-fruits, four- 
teen or fifteen ripe bananas, or six or seven apples. 
He first takes half a bread-fruit, peels off the rind, 
and fakes out the core with his nails; of this he 
puts as much into his mouth as it can hold, and 
while he chews it, takes the fish out of the leaves 
and breaks one of them into the salt water, placing 
the other, and what remains of the bread-fruit, upon 
the leaves that have been spread before him. When 
this is done, he takes up a small piece of the fish 
that has been broken into the salt water, with all 
the fingers of one hand, and sucks it into his mouth, 
80 as to get with it as much of the salt water as 
possible. In the same manner he takes the rest by 
different morsels, and between each, at least very 
frequently, takes a small sup of the salt water, 
either out of the coeoanut shell, or the palm of his 
hand. In the mean time one of his attendants has 
prepared a young coeoanut, by peeling off the outer 
rind with his teeth, an operation which to a Euro- 
pean appears very surprising; but it depends so 
much upon sleight, that many of us were able to do 
it before we left the islandi and some that could 
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'scareely eraek a fitbert* The master when he 
chooses to drink takes the cocoanut thus prepared, 
and boring a hole through the shell with his fingers, 
or breaking it with a stone, he sucks out the liquor. 
When he has eaten his bread-fruit and fish, he begins 
with his plantains, one of which makes but a mouth- 
ful, though it be as big as a black-puddmg ; if in- 
stead of plantains he has apples, he never tastes 
them till they have been pared j to do this a shell is 
picked up from the ground, where they are always 
in plenty, and tossed to him by an attendant. He 
immediately begins to cut or scrape off the rind, 
but so awkwardly that great part of the fruit is 
wasted. If, instead of fish, he has Hesh, he must 
have some succedaneum for a knife to divide it ; and 
<br this purpose a piece of bamboo is tossed to him, 
of which ne makes the necessary implement by- 
splitting it transversely with his naiL While aU 
this has been doing, some of his attendants have 
1>een employed in beating bread-fruit with a stone 
pestle upon a block of wood; by being beaten in 
this manner, and sprinkled from time to time with 
water, it is reduced to the consistence of a soft 

Easte, and is then put into a vessel somewhat like a 
utcher's tray, and either made up alone, or mixed 
with banana or mahie, according to the taste of the 
master, by pouring water upon it by degrees and 
squeezing it often through the hand. Under this 
operation it acquires the consistence of a thick cus- 
tard, and a large cocoanut shell full of it being set 
before him, he sips it as we should do a jelly if we 
had no spoon to take it from the glass. The meal 
is then finished by again washing his hands and 
his mouth* After which the cocoanut shells are 
cleaned, and every thing that is left is replaced in the 
basket." 

Captain Cook adds, ^ the i^uantity of food which 
these people eat at a meal is prodigious. I have 
Been one man devour two or three fishes as big as 
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a perch; three bread-fruits, each bisrger than two 
fists ; fourteen or lifteea plantains or bananas, each 
of them six or seven inches long, and four or five 
round ; and near a quart of the pounded bread-fruiti 
which is as substantial as the thickest unbaked cus- 
tard« This is so extraordinary that I scarcely expect 
to be believed ; and I would not have related it upon 
my own single testimony, but Mr. Banks, Dr. So^ 
lander, and most of the other gentlemen have had 
ocular demonstration of its truth, and know that I 
mention them on the occasion." 

The women, who, on other occasions, always mix 
in the amusements of the men, who are particularly 
fond of their society, are wholly excluded from their 
meals ; nor could the latter be prevailed on to partake 
of any thing when dining in company on board ship ; 
they said it was not right; even brothers and sisters 
have each their separate baskets, and their provi- 
sions are separately prepared ; but the English offi- 
cers and men, when visiting the young ones at their 
own houses, frequently ate out of the same basket 
and drank out of the same cup, to the horror and 
dismay of the older ladies, who were always oflfended 
at this liberty ; and if by chance any of the victuals 
were touched, or even the1)asket that contained themy 
they would throw them away. 

In this fine climate houses are almost unneces* 
sary. The minimum range of the thermometer ia 
about 63°, the maximum 86°, giving an average of 
74°. Their sheds or houses consist generally of a 
thatched roof raised on posts, the eaves reaching to 
within three or four feet of the ground ; the floor is 
covered with soft hay, over which are laid mats, so 
that the whole is one cushion, on which they sit by 
day and sleep by night. They eat in the open air, 
under the shade of the nearest tree. In each dis- 
trict there is a house erected for general use, much 
larger than common, some of them exceeding two 
hundred feet in length, thirty broadi and twenty high. 
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The dwelling-houses all stand in the woody bel 
which surrounds the island, between the feet of th 
central mountains and the sea, each having a very 
8mall piece of ground cleared, just enough to keep 
the dropping of tlie trees from the thatch. An Ota- 
heitan wood consists chiefly of groves of bread- 
fruit and cocoanuts, without underwood, and inter- 
sected in all directions by the paths that lead from 
one house to another. " Nothing," says Cook, 
can be more grateful than this shade, in so warm 
a climate, nor any thing more beautiful than these 
walks." 

With all the activity they are capable of display-- 
ingf and the sprightliness of their disposition, they 
are fond of indulging in ease and indolence. The 
trees that produce their food are mostly of sponta- 
neous growth, — ^the bread-fruit, cocoanut, bananas 
of thirteen sorts, besides plantains, — a fruit not un* 
like an apple, which, when ripe, is very pleasant ; 
sweet potatoes, yams, and a species of arum ; the 
pandanus, the jambu, and tlie sugar-cane; a variety 
of plants whose roots are ^sculent — ^these, with 
many others, are produced with so little culture, 
that, as Cook observes, they seem to be exempted 
from the first general curse that " man should eat 
his bread in the sweat of his brow." Then for 
clothing they have the bark of three different trees, 
the paper mulberry, the bread-fruit tree, and a tree 
which resembles the wild fig-tree of the West 
Indies ; of these the mulberry only requires to be 
cultivated. 

In preparing the cloth they display a very consid- 
erable def^ee of higenuity. Red and yellow are 
the two colours most in use for dyint: their cloth ; 
the red is stated to be exceedingly brilliant and 
beautiful, approacliing nearest to our full scarlet ; it 



vegetable8,neither of which separately has the least 
tend ^ncj to that hue : one is the cordia sebesHrutt the 
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other a species of ficus; of the former the learesi 
of the latter the fruits yield the juices. The yellow 
die is extracted from the bark of the root of the 

morinda citrifolia^ by scraping and infusing it in 
water. 

Their matting is exceedingly beautiful, particularly 
that which is made from the bark of the hibiscus 
tiliaccusj aiirl of a species of pandanus* Others are 
made of rushes and grass with amazinc: facility and 
despatch. In the same manner their basket and 
wicker work are most ingeniously made ; the 
former in patterns of a thousand different kinds. 
Their nets and fishing-Hnes are strong and neatly 
made, so are their iish-hooks of pearl-shell; and 
their clubs are admirable specimens of wood* 
carving. 

A people so lively, sprightly, and good-humoured 
as the Otaheitans are, must necessarily have their 
amusements. They are fond of mosic, such as is 
derived from a rude flute and a drmn ; of dancing, 
wrestling, shooting with the bow, and throwing the 
lance. They exhibit frequent trials of skill and 
strength in wrestlinp- ; and Cook says it is scarcely 

fjossible for those who are acquainted with the ath- 
etic sports of very remote antiquity, not to remark 
a rude resemblance of them in a wrestling-match 
(which he describes) among the natives of a little 
island in the midst of the Pacific Ocean, 

But these simple-minded people hiive their vices, 
and great ones too. Chastity is almost unknown 
among a certain description of women: there is a 
detestable society called Arreoff composed, it would 
seem, of a particular class, who are supposed to be 
the chief warriors of the island. In this society 
the men and women live in common ; and on the 
birth of a child it is immediately smothered, that its 
bringing up may not interfere with the brutal pleap 
sures of either father or mother. Another savage 
practice is that of immolating human beings at w0 
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which serve as templed as well as sepulchres* 
^ Withre^d to their worship," Captain Cook does 
the Otaheitans but justice in say iiior, they reproach 
many who bear the name of Christians. You see 

no instances of an Otaheitan drawing near the Eatooa 
With carelessness and inattention. He is all devo- 
tion ; he approaches the place of worship with reve- 
rential awe ; uncovers when he treads on sacred 
ground; and prays with a fervour that would do 
honour to a better profession. He firmly credits 
the traditions of his ancestors. None dares dispute 
the existence of the Deity." Thieving may also be 
reckoned as one of their vices; this, however, is 
common to all uncivilized nations, and, it may be 
added, civilized too. But to judge them fairly in 
this respect,. we should compare their situation with 
that of a more civilized people. A native of Ota- 
heite goes on board a ship, and finds himself in the 
midst of iron bolts, nails, knives, scattered about, and 
is tempted to carry off a few of them. If we could 
suppose a ship from El Dorado to arrive in the 
Thames, and that the custom-house officers, on 
boarding her, found themselves in the midst of bolts, 
hatchets, chisels, all of solid gold, scattered about 
the deck, one need scarcely say w hat w ould be likely 
to happen. If the former found the temptation irre- 
sistible to supply himself with what was essentially 
useful, the latter would be as little able to resist that 
which would contribute to the indulgence of his ava- 
rice, or the gratification of his pleasures, or of both. 

Cook appears not to have exercised his usual judg- 
ment in estimating the population of this island. 
After stating the number of war-canoes at seventeen 
hundred and twenty, and able men to man them at 
sixty-eight thousand eight hundred, he comes to the 
conclusion that the population must consist of two 
hundred and four thousand souls ; and, reflecting on 
the vast swarms which everywhere appeared, "I 
was convinced,^ he says, that thi? estimate was 
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not much, if at all, too great.^ By a surve}' of the 
first missionaries, and a census of the inhabitants 
taken in 1797, the population was estimated at six- 
teen thousand and fifty souls. Captain Waldegrave, 
in 1830, states it to be much le.ss. 

The island of Otaheite is in shape two circles 
united by a low and narrow isthmus. The larger 
circle is named Otaheite Mooe, and is about thirty 
miles in diameter; the lesser, named Tiaraboo, about 
ten miles in diameter. A belt of low bind, termi- 
natinn^ in numerous valleys, ascending by gentle 
slopes to the central mountain, wbieh is about seven 
thousand feet high, surrounds the larger circle, and 
the same is the case with the smaller circle on a pro- 
portionate scale. Down these valleys flow streams 
and rivulets of clear water, and the most luxuriant 
and verdant foliage fills their sides and the hilly 
ridges that separate them, amonpf which are scat* 
tered the smiung cottages and little plantations of 
the natives. 

[The following remarks, by Mr. C. 8. Stewart, m 

relation to these islanders, are worthy of the en- 
lightened mind of tlie author, and forcibly contrasl 
the former with the present state of the people ; — 

"If the aspect of the people in general, and ii\e 
animated declaration and lively sensibihty, even to 
tears seemingly of deep feeling, of those who have a 
full remembrance, and who largely share in their 
own experience of the evils of heathenism, are to be 
accredited, the islanders themselves are far from 
beingr insensible to the benefit and blessing of the 
change they have experienced ; and would not for 
worlds be deprived of the light and mercy they have 
received, or again be subjected to the mental and 
moral darkness and various degradation from which 
they have escaped. 

Yet there are those who have visited the South 
Seas— men bearing the Christian name, with a repu* 
tation for science, and holding stations of honour-^ 
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who have affected to discover a greater degree of 
depravity and niQre wretchedness at Tahiti and Rai- 
ateathan waii known in the reign and terror of idol- 
atry ; and have ventured to proclaim to the woild* 
that Christianity has here, for the first time in eigh 
teen nandred years, had the effect of rendering the 
inhabitants vindictive and hateful, indolent and cor- 
rupt, superstitious and unhappy, and more pitiable in 
all their circumstances than when fully in ii pagan 
state I and that the wars introduced and encouraged 
by the messengers of peace have nearly exterminated 
the race ! 

" Whence tlie data for such a sentiment could have 
been drawn must for ever remain a myster}% at least 
to all who, like ourseh es, Imve liad the advantage of 
a personal observation in the case/'j 



CHAPTER IL 

* 

TBB BBSAD-FRUZT* 

—"The liappy shores ^fhout a law. 
***««# 

Where nil pnrtake the earth withont dispute^ 

And bread itself is gathered as a fruit ; 

Where none contest the fields, the woods, the streaDis, 

The goldless age, where gold disturbs no dreamsi 

Inhabits or inliabited the shore, 

Till Europe taught them better thaa berore.'^—BiROM. 

Ix the year 1787, bein^ seventeen years after 
Cook's return from his first voyage, the merchants 
and planters resident in London, and interested in 
the West India possessions, having represented to 
his majesty that the introduction of the bread-fruit 
tree into the islands of those seas, to constitute an 
article of food, would be of very essential benefit td 
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the inhabitants, the kine was graciously pleased to 
comply with their re(}uest : and a vessel was ac» 
cordingly purchased, and fitted at Deptford with the 
necessary fixtures and preparations for carrying 
into effect the benevolent object of the voyage* The 
arrangements for disposing the plants were under- 
taken, and completed in a most ingenious and effec- 
tive manner, by Sir Joseph Banks, who superintended 
the whole equipment of the ship with the greatest 
attention and assiduity till she was in all respeets 
ready for sea. He named the ship the Bounty, and 
recommended Lieutenant Bligh, who had been with 
Captain Cook, to command her. Her burden was 
about two hundred and fifteen tons ; and her estab- 
lishment consisted of one lieutenant, who was com- 
manding officer, one master, three warrant officers, 
one surgeon, two master'^ mates, two midshipmen, 
and thirty-four petty officers and seamen, making* in 
all forty-four ; to wnich were added t\v o skilful and 
careful men, recommended by Sir Joseph Banks, to 
have the manaorement of the plants intended to be 
carried to the West Indies, and others to be brought 
hoiue for his majesty's garden at Kew : one was 
David Nelson, who had served in a similar situation 
in Capain Cook's last voyage j the other William 
Brown, as an assistant to him. 

The object of ail the former voyages to the 
South Seas undertaken by command of his majesty 
George IIL, was the increase of knowledge by new 
^coveries, and the advancement of science, more 
particularly of natural history and geography : the 
intention of the present voyage was to derive some 
practical benefit from the distant discoveries that had 
already been made ; and no object was deemed more 
likely to realize the expectation of beneft than the 
bread-fruit, which afforded to the natives of Otaheite 
so very considerable a {portion of their food, and 
which it was hoped it might also do for the blade 
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population of the West India islands The bread- 
fruit plant was no new discovery of either Wallis or 
Cook. So early as the year 1688, that excellent old 
navigator Dampier thus describes it The bread- 
fruit, as we call it, grows on alarge tree, as big and 
iiigli as our largest apple-trees; it hath a spread- 
ing head, full of brancnes and dark leaves* The 
fruit grows on the boughs like apples ; it is as big as 
a penny loaf, when wheat is at five shillings the 
bushel ; it is of a round shape, and hath a thick 
tough rind ; when the fruit is ripe it is yellow and 
soft, and the taste is sweet iiud pleasant. The 
natives of Guam use it for bread. They gather it, 
when full grown, w hile it is green and hard ; then 
they bake it in an oven, which scorcheth the rind and 
makes it black, but they scrape off tiie outside black 
crust, and there remains tender thin crust ; and the 
inside is soft, tender, and white, like the crumb of a 
p( imy-loaf. There is neither seed nor stone in the 
inside, but all is of a pure substance like bread. It 
must be eaten new ; for if it is kept above twenty- 
four hours, it grows harsh and choaky ; but it is very 
pleasant before it is too stale. This firuit lasts in 
season eight months in the year, during which the 
natives eat no other sort of food of bread kind. I 
did never see of this fruit anywhere but here. The 
natives told us that there is plenty of this fruit grow- 
ing on the rest of the Ladrone Islands ; and I did 
never hear of it anywhere else.** 

Lord Anson corroborates this account of ths 
bread-fruit, and says that while at Tinian it was 
constantly eaten by his officers and ship^s company 
during their two months^ stay, instead of bread ; and 
so universally preferred, that no ship's bread was 
expended in that whole interval. The only essential 
difference between Danipier's and Cook's descrip- 
tion is, where the latter says, which is true, that this 
fniit has a core^ and that the eatable part lies be- 
tween the skin and the core* Cook says also that 
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its taste is insipid, with a slight sweetnesSi some- 
what resembling that of the crumb of wheaten bread 
mixed with a Jerusalem artichoke* From such a 
description, it is not surprising that the West India 

planters should have felt desirous of introducinj^ it 

into those islands; and accordingly the introduction 
of it was subsequently accompiiished, notwithstand- 
ing the failure of the present voyage; it has not, 
however, been found to answer the expectation that 
had reasonably been entertained. The climate, as 
to latitude, omht to be the same, or nearly so, as 
that of Otaheite, but there would appear to be some 
dif!'erence in the situation or nature of the soil, that 
prevents it from thriving in the West India islands^ 
At Otaheitei and on several of the Pacific islands, 

" The bread-tree, which, withmit the plotTj^lisharo, yield* 
The unreap'd harvest of uuiurrow'd iitddiS| 
And bakes its mradnltemted loaTea 

Without a fnrnace in unpurchased g:roTe8, 
And Hi rigs off famine from its fertile breasti 
' A priceless market iur the gathering guest—* 

is, to the natives of those islands a most invaluable 
pift, but it has not been found to yield sunilar bene- 
fits to the West India islands. 

On the 23d December, 1787, the fiounty sailed 
from Spithead, and on the 26th it blew a severe 
storm of wind from the eastward, which continued 
to the 39th> in the course of which the ship suffered 
greatly. One sea broke away the spare yards and 
spars out of the starboard main-chains. Another 
heavy sea broke into the ship and stove all the boats« 
Several casks of beer that had been lashed upon 
deck were broke loose and washed overboard; and 
it was not without great difficulty and risk that they 
were able to secure the boats from being washed 
away entirely* Besides other mischief done to them 
in this 8torm» a large quantity of bread was dam 
aged and rendered useless, for the sea had stove in 
the stem and filled the cabin with water. 
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This made it desirable to touch at Teneriffe to put 
the ship to rights, where they arrived on the 5th 
January, 1788, and having refitted and refreshed, 
they sailed ai^ain on the 10th. 

** I now," says Bligh, " divided the people into three 
watches, and gave the charge of the third watch to 
Mr. Fletcher Christian, one of the mates. I have 
always considered this a desirable regulation wheu 
circumstances will admit of it, and 1 am persuaded 
that unbroken rest not only conbibutes much to* 
wards the health of the ship's company, bat enables 
them more readily to eicert themselves in cases of < 
sudden emergency." 

Wishing to proceed to Otaheite without stoppii^, 
and the late storm having diminished their supp^ 
of provisions, it was deemed enedient to put au 
hands on an aQowance of two-thirds of bread. It was 
also decided that water for drinking should be passed 
through fUtering-stones that had been procured at 
Teneriffe, " I now," says Bligh, " made the ship's 
company acquainted with the object of the voyage, 
and gave assurances of the certainty of promotion to 
every one whose endeavours should merit it." No- 
thing, indeed, seemed to be neglected on the part of 
the commander to make his officers and men com- 
fortable and happy. He was himself a thorough- 
bred sailor, and availed himself of every possible 
means of preserving the health of his crew. Con- 
tinued rain and a close atmosphere had covered every 
thing in the ship with mildew. She was therefore 
aired below with fires, and frequently sprinkled with 
vinegar^ and every interval of dry weather was taken 
advantage of to open all the hatchways, and clean 
the ship, and to have all the peopleis wet things 
washed and dried. With these preoantions to se* 
cure health, they passed the hazy and sultry atmos- 
phere of the low latitudes without a single com- 
plaint. 

On Sunday, the 2d Marchy Lieutenant Bligh ob- 
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«eiTe8» afteir seeing that every person wa3 chMOk 
divine service was perfomnedi according to my usoal 
costom* On this day I gave to Mr. Fletcher Chris* 
tian^ whom I had before desired to take charge of 

the third watch, a written order to act as lieutenant." 

Having rciiched as far as the latitude of 36^ south, 
on the 9th iMarch, " the change of temperature," he 
observes, " began now to be sensibly felt, there being 
a variation in the thermometer, since yesterday, of 
eight degrees. That the people might not suffer by 
their own negligence, I gave orders for their hght 
tropical clothing to be put by> and made them dress 
in a manner more suited to a cold climate. I had 
provided for this before I left England, by giving di- 
rections for such clothes to be purchaaed as would 
be found necessary* On this day* on a complaint of 
the masterf I found it necessary to punish Matthew 
Quintal, one of the seamen, with two doz«;n lashes^ 
for insolence and mutinous behaviour* Before fliis 
1 had not had occasion to punish any person on 
board.^ 

The sight of New-year's Harbour, in Staaten 

Land, ahiiost tempted him, he says, to put in ; but 
the lateness of the season, and the people being in 
good health, determined him to lay aside ail thoughts 
of refreshment until they should reach Otaheite. 
Indeed, the extraordinary care he had taken to pre- 
serve the health of the ship's company rendered 
any delay iu this cold and inhospitable region un* 
necessary. 

They soon after this had to encounter tremendous 
weather off Cape Horn, storms of wind, with hail 
and sleet, which made it necessary to keep a con- 
stant fire night and day; and one of the watdi 
alwajrs attended to dry the people^s wet clothes* 
This stormy weather continued for nine days $ tiie 
ship began to complain, and required pumping every 
bour; flie decks became so leaky fnat the eom<^ 
mander was obliged to allot the great cabin to those 
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who had v9et berths, to h^ng their bammocks in. 
Pinding they were losipg ground every dayt and that 
it was hopeless to pernst in attempting a passage 
this route, at this season of the year* to the Socie^ 
Islands, and after etruggUng for thirty days in tins 
tempestuous ocean, it was determined to Mar away 
for the Cape of Good Hope. The helm was accord- 
injsrly put a- weather, to the great joy of every person 
on board. 

They arrived at the Cape on the 23d May, and 
having remained there thirty-eight days to rent the 
ship, replenish provisions, and refresh the crew, they 
sailed again on the Ist July, and anchored in Adven- 
ture Bay, in Van Dieman's Land, on the l^Oth August. 
Here they remained taking in wood and water till 
the 4th September, and on the evening of the 25th 
October they saw Otaheite ; and the next day came 
to anchor in Mata^ai Bay, after a distance which the 
ship had ran over, by the log, since leaving England, 
of twenty-seven thdosand and eighty-siximles, being 
on an areraffe one huncbred and eight miles each 
twenty-four hours* Of their proceedings in Ota« 
heite a short abstract from Blights Journal will 
suffice. 

Many inquiries were made by the natives after 
Captain Cook, Sir Joseph Bmiks, and others of their 
former friends. " One of my first questions," says 
Bligh, " was after our friend Omai ; and it was a 
sensible mortification and disappointment for me to 
hear, tliat not only Omai, but both the New-Zealand 
boys who had been left with him, were dead. There 
appeared amonef the natives in general great good- 
will towards us, and they seemed to be much 
rejoiced at our arrival. The whole day we expe- 
rienced no instance of dishonesty; and we were so 
mueh crowded, that I eould not undertake to remove 
to a more proper station without danger of dis* 
obliging onr visiters, by desiring them to leave the 
a^hip." 
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Otoo, the chief of the district, on hearing of the 
arrival of the Bounty, sent a small pig and a young 
plantain-tree, as a token of friendship. The ship 
was now plentifully supplied with piovisions ; eveiy 
man on board havii^ ^ much as he could consume. 

As soon a^ the ship was secured, Lieutenant Bligh 
went on shore with the chief, Poeeno, passing 
through a walk delightfully shaded with bread-fruit 
trees to his own house, where his wife and her sister 
were busily employed staining a piece of cloth red. 
They desired him to sit down on a mat, and with 
great kindness offered him refreshments. Several 
strangers were now introduced, who came to offer 
their congratulations, and behaved with great de- 
corum and attention. On taking leave, he says, 
"the ladies, for they deserve to be called such from 
their natural and unaffected manners, and elegance 
of deportment, got up, and taking some of their 
finest cloth and a inat, clothed me in the Otabeitan 
fashion, and then said, * We will go with you to 
your boaft ;' and each taking me by the hand, amid 
a great crowd, led me to Uie water<«ide, and then 
took their leave/' In this day's walk, Bli^h had the 
satisfaction to see that the island had received some 
benefit from the former visits of Captain Cook. 
Two shaddocks were brought to him, a fruit which 
they had not till Cook introduced it ; and among the 
articles which they brought off to the ship, and 
offered for sale, were capsicums, pumpkins, and two 
young goats. " In the course of two or three days," 
says he, " an intimacy between the natives and the 
ship's company was become so general, that there 
was scarcely a man in the ship who had not already 
his tayo or friend." 

Nelson, the gardener, and his assistant, being sent 
out to look for young plants, it was no small degree 
of pleasure to nnd them report, on their return, th^t 
according to appearances, tiie object of the vOyage 
would probably be accomplished with ease; the 



plants were plentifld, and no apparent objection 
the part of the natives to collect as many as migbt 
be wanted. Nelson had the gratification to meet 
with two iBne shaddock-trees which he had planted 

in 1777, and which were now full of fruity but not 
ripe. 

Presents were now given to Otoo, the chief of 
Mat aval, who had changed his name to Tinah. He 
was told, that on account of the kindness of his 

Eeople to Captain Cook, and from a desire to serve 
im and his country, King George had sent out those 
valuable presents to him ; " and will you not, Tinah,'* 
said Bligh, " send something to King George in re- 
turn ?" — " Yes," he said, " I will send him any thing 
I have;" and then began to enumerate the d^erent 
articles in his power, among which he mentioned the 
bread-fruit. This was the exact point to which 
Bligh was endeavouring to lead him, and he was im- 
mediately told, that the bread-froit-trees were what 
King Georee would like very nnach, on which he 
promised that a great many should be put on board* 
Hitherto nb thefts had been committed, and Bligh 
was congratulating himself onttie imprOTement of 
the Otaheitans in tl)is respect, as the same facilities 
and the same temptations were open to them as be- 
fore. The ship, as on former occasions, was con- 
stantly crowded with visiters. One day, however, 
the gudgeon of the rudder belonging to the large 
cutter was drawn out and stolen, without being per- 
ceived by the man who was stationed to take care 
of Iier; and as this and some other petty thefts, 
mostly owing to the neghgence of the men, were 
commencing, and would have a tendency to interrupt 
the good terms on which they were with Uie chiefs, 
I thought," says Bligh, **it would have a good 
effect to punish the boatkeeper in their presence, 
and accordingly I oidered him ft dozen lashes* All 
who attraded the punishment interceded very ear- 
nestly to get it mitigated ; the women showed great 
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sympathy, and thtit dee:ree of feeling- which chaiac 
terizes the amiLible part of their sex/' 

The longer they remained on the island the more 
they had occasion to be pleased with the conduct of 
the idaadeis, and the less incommoded, either oa 
board or when on shore, by the natives following 
them as at first* Into every house they wished to 
enter they always experienced a kind reception. 
The OtaheitanSf we are told, have the most perfect 
easiness of manner, equally free from forwardness 
and formality ; and that *^ there is a candour and sin** 
cerity about them that is quite de%htful.'* When 
they offer refreshments, for instance, if they are not 
accepted they do not think of offering them a second 
time; for they have not the least idea of that cere- 
monious kind of refusal which expects a second in- 
vitation. " Having one day," says BUgh, " exposed 
myself too much in the sun, I was taken ill, on which 
all the powerful people, both men and women, col- 
lected rouud me, offering their assistance. For this 
short illness I was made junple amends by the plea- 
sure I received from the attention and appearance 
of affection in these kind people." 

On one occasion the Bounty had nearly gone 
ashore in a tremendous gale of wind, and on another 
did actually get aground; on both which accidents 
these kind-hearted people came in crowds to con- 
gratulate the captain on lier escape ; and many of 
them are stated to have been affected in the most 
lively manner, shedding tears, while the danger in 
which the ship^was placed continued. 

On the 9th Deceniber the surgeon of the Bounty 
died from the effects of intemperance and indolence* 
This unfortunate man is represented to have been in 
a constant state of intoxication, and was so averse 
from any kind of exercise that he never could be 
prevailed on to take half a dozen hours upon deck 
at a time in the whole course of the voyage. Lieu- 
tenant Bli^h had obtained permission to bury him 
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on shore ; and on going with the cliicf Tinah to the 
spot intended for his burial-place, " I found," says 
he, the natives had already begun to dig his grave." 
Tinah asked if they were doing it right. *^ There," 
says he» ^ the sun rises, and there it sets*** * Whether 
the idea of making the grave east and west is their 
own, or whether mey learned it from the Spaniards 
who huried the captain of their ship on the island in 
1774, there were no means of ascertaining; but it 
was certain they had no intimation of that kind from 
anybody belonging to the Bounty. When the fune- 
ral took place the chiefs and many of the natives 
attended the ceremony, and showed great attention 
during the service. Many of the principal natives 
attended divine service on Sundays, and behaved 
with great decency. Some of the women at one 
time betrayed an inclination to laugh at the general 
responses ; bat the captain savs, on looking at them 
they appeared much ashamed! 

The border of low land, which is of the breadth 
of about three miles between the seacoast and the 
foot of ttie hills, consists of a very delightful coun* 
try, well covered with bread-fruit and cocoa-trees, 
and strewed with booses m which are swarms of 
children playing about* It is delightful," Bhgh ob- 
serves, to see the swarms of little children that 
are everywhere to be seen employed at their several 
amusements ; some flying kites, some swinging in 
ropes suspended from the boughs of trees, others 
walkhig on stilts, some wrestling, and others pla}^- 
ing all manner of antic tricks, such as are common 
to boys in England. The httle prirls have also their 
amusements, consisting generally of heivahs or 
dances/' On an evening, just before sunset, the 
whole beach abreast the ship is described as being 
like a parade, crowded with men, women, and chil- 
dren, who go on with their sports and amusements 
till nearly dark, when every one peaceably returns 
to Jus home. At such times, we are told, from three 
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to four hundred people are assembled together, and 
all happily diverted, good-humouxedf and aSectionate 
to one another, without a single quanel having ever 
happened to disturb the harmony that existed among 
these amiable people. Both boys and girls are said 
to be handsome and very sprightljr* 

It did not appear that much pains were taken in 
their plantations* except those of the ava and the 
cloth-plant ; many of the latter are fenced with stone, 
and surrounded with a ditch. In fact, Nature has 
done so much for them that they have no ^eat oc- 
casion to use exertion in obtaining a sufficient sup- 
ply of either food or raiment. Yet when BUgh com- 
menced taking up the bread-fruit plants he derived 
much assistance from the natives in collecting and 
pruning- them, which they understood perfectly well. 

The behaviour of these people on all occasions 
* was highly deserving of praise* One morning, at 
the relief of the watch» the small cutter was missing. 
The ship's company were immediately musteredy 
when it appeared that three men were absent. 
They had taken with them eight stand 6f arms and 
ammunition ; but what their j»an was, or which way 
they had gone, no one on board seemed to have the 
least knowledge. Information being given of the 
route they had taken, the master was despatched to 
search for the cutter, and one of the chiefs went with 
him ; hut belore they had got half-way they met the 
boat with five of the natives, who were bringing her 
back to the ship. For this service they were hand- 
somely rewarded. The chiefs promised to use every 
possible means to detect and hnnfi back the de- 
serters, which in a few days some of the islanders 
had so far accomplished as to seize and bind theniy 
but let them loose again on a promise that they 
would return to their ship, which they did notuez» 
aetly fulfil, but gave themselves up soon after on a 
search being made for them. 

A few days after this a much more serious occur* 
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rence happened, that wbb calculated to me to the 
commander great concern. The wind had blown 
fresh in the night, smd at daylight it was discovered 
that the cable by which the ship rode had been cut 
near the water's edge in such a manner that only 
one strand remained whole. While they were se- 
curing the ship Tinah came on board; and though 
there was no reason whatever to suppose otherwise 
than that he was perfectly innocent of the transac- 
tion, nevertheless, says the commander, " I spoke to 
him in a very peremptory manner, and insisted upon 
his discovermg and bringing to me the offender. He 
promised to use his utmost endeavours to discover 
the giiilty person. The next morning he and his 
vnfe came to me, and assured me that they had made 
the strictest inquiries without success. This was 
not at all satisfactory, and I behaved towards them 
with great coolness, at which they were much dis* 
tressed; and the lady at length gave vent to her 
sorrow by tears. I coiild no longer keep up the ap^ 
pearance of mistnistinff them, but I earnestly recom- 
mended to them, as wey valued the Kmg of Eng- 
land's friendship, that they would exert their utmost 
endeavours to find out the offenders, which they 
fidthfully promised to do.** 

Here Bhgh observes, it had since occurred to him 
that this attempt to cut the ship adrift was most 
probably the act of some of his own people, whose 
purpose of remaining at Otaheite might have been 
effectually answered without danger if the ship had 
been driven on shore. At the time it occurred, he 
says, he entertained not the least thought of this 
kind, nor did the possibiUty of it enter into his ideas, 
having no suspicion that so general an indication or 
80 strong an attachment to these islands could pre- 
vail among his people, as to induce them to abandon 
every prospect of returning to their native country. 

This after-thought of BUgh will appear in the se- 
quel to be wholly gratuitous ; and yet he might nato- 
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rall^ enough ha:re concluded that so long and rnixe* 
fttmned an intercourse with a people among whom 
every man had his tayo or friera^ among whom every 
man was free to indulge every wish of his hearty 
^ere from the moment he set his foot on shore he 
found himself surrounded by female allurements in 
the midst of ease and indolence, and living in a state 
of luxury without submitting to any kind of labour, 
—such enticements to a common sailor might natu- 
rally enough be supposed to create a desire for a 
longer residence in such a country ; but this suppo- 
sition is not borne out by subsequent events. The 
damage done to the cable was, in all probabihty, 
owing to its chafing over the rocky bottom. 

The Bounty arrived on the 26th October, 1788, 
and remained till the 4th April, 1789. On the 31st 
March, the commander says, To-day all the plants 
were on board, being in seven hundred and seventy* 
four pots, tiiirty-nine tubs, and twenty^four boxes. 
The number of bread-fruit plants were one thousand 
and fifteen; besides whieh we had collected a num- 
ber of other plants : the om^, which is one of the 
finest flavoQied fruits in the world ; ithe aifyah^ which 
is a fruit not so rich, but of a fine flavour^ and very 
refreshing ; the rattah^ not much unUke a chestnut, 
which grows on a large tree in great quantities; 
they are singly, in large pods, from one to two inches 
broad, and may be eaten raw, or boUed in the same 
manner as Windsor beans, and so dressed are equally 
good; the orat^ab, which is a very superior kind of 
plantain. All these I was particularly recommended 
to collect by my worthy friend Sir Joseph Banks.** 

While these active preparations for departure were 
going on, the good chief Tinah, on bringing a pres- 
ent for King George, could not refrain from shedding 
tears* During the remainder of theur stay there ap- 
peared among the natives an evident degree of sor- 
row that they were so soon to leave titern^ which 
they showed by a more than usual degree of kind^ 
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fm» and attention. The above«>mentiotted excellent 
chief, with his wife, brothers, and sister, requested 
permission to remain on board tot the night pre» 
vious to the sailing of the Bounty. The ship was 

crowded the whole day with the natives, and she 
was loaded with presents of cocoanuts, plantains^ 
bread-fruits, hogs, and goats. Contrary to what had 
been the usual practice, there was this evening no 
dancing or mirth on the beach, such as they had long 
been accustomed tOj but ail was silenti 

At sunset the boat returned from landing Tinah 
and his wife, and the ship made sail, bidding farewell 
to Otciheite, where, Bligh observes, "for twenty- 
three weeks we had been treated with the utmost 
aHection and regard, and which seemed to increase iu 

Eroportion to our stay* • That we were not insensi* 
le to their kindness the events which followed , 
more than sufficiently prove ; for to the friendly aiul 
endearing behaviour of these people may be ascribed 
the motives for that* event which effected the ruin 
of an expedition that there Iras every reason to 
hope would have been completed in tiie most fortu- 
nate mmner.* 

The morning after their departoie fhey got sight 
ofHuaheine ; and a double canoe soon coming along* 
side containing ten natives, among them Was a young 
man who recollected Captain Bligh, and called him 
by name, having known him when here in the year 
1780 with Captain Cook in the Resolution. Several 
other canoes arrived with hogs, yams, and other 
provisions, which they purchased. This person con- 
firmed the account that had already been received 
of Omai, and said, that of ail the animals which had 
been left with Omai, the mare only remained alive ; 
that the seeds and plants had been all destroyed ex- 
cept one tree, but of what kind that was he could 
tiot satisfactorily explain. A few days after sailing 
from this island the weather became squally, and a 
thick body of blacd( clouds collected in the east. 4 
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Wdter^spout was in a short time seen at no grefi 
distance from the shipi which appeared to great ad« 
vantage from the darkness of the clouds behind it. 
The upper part is described as being about two feet 
in diameter, and the lower about eight inches. It 
advanced rapidly towards the ship, when it was 
deemed expedient to alter the course, and to take 
in all the sails except the foresail ; soon after 
which it passed within ten yards of the stem, mak- 
ing a rustling noise, but without their feeling the 
least effect from its being so near- The rate at 
which it travelled was judo^ed to be about ten miles 
per hour, going towards the west, in the direction 
of the wind ; and in a quarter of an hour after pass- 
ing the ship it dispersed. As they passed several 
low islands, the natives of one of them came out in 
their canoesi and it was observed that they all spoke 
the langua^ of Otaheite. Presents of iroui beads, 
and a lookmg-glass were given to'them ; but it was 
obterved that the chief, on leaving the shi^ took 
possession of every thing that had been dis^buted. 
One of them showed some signs of dissatisfaction; 
but, after a little altercation, they joined noses and 
were reconciled. 

The Bounty anchored at Anamooka on the 33d 
April; and an old lame man named Tepa, whom 
Bligh had known here in 1777, and immediately 
recollected, came on board, along with others from 
different islands in the vicinity. This man having 
formerly been accustomed to the English manner 
of speaking their language, the commander found he 
CQuld converse with him tolerably well. He told 
him that the cattle which had been left at Tongatar 
boo had all bred, and tlmt the old ones were yet liv* 
ing. Being desurous of seeing the ship^ he and' hie 
companions were taken below, and the bread-fruit 
and other plants were shown to them ; on seeing 
which they were greatly surprised. 

** I landed," says Biigh, " in order to procure soma 
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bread-fruit plants to supjAy the place of one that was 
dead, and two or three others that were a little 
sickly. I walked to the west part of the bay, where 
some plants and seeds had been sown by Captain 
Cook, and had the satisfaction to see, in a plantation 
close by, about twentir fine pineapple plardB, but no 
fruit, this not being the proper season. They told 
me that they had eaten many of them, that they 
were very;fil;ie and large, and that at Tongataboo 
there were great numbers.*' 

Numerous were the marks of mourning with which 
these people disfigure themselves, such as bloody 
temples, their heads deprived of most of the hair, 
and, which was w^orse, almost all of them with the 
loss of some of their fingers. Several fine boys, not 
above six years of age, had. lost both their Uttle 
fingers : and some of the men had parted with the 
middle finger of the right hand* 

A brisk trade soon beffan to be carried on for 
yams ; some plantains and bread-fnut were likewise 
brought on board, but no hogs. Some of the sailing 
canoes, which arrived in the course of the day, were 
large enough to contain not less than ninety passen- 

fers. From these the oflScers and crew purchased 
ogs, dogs, fowls, and shaddocks ; yams, very fme 
and large ; one of them actually weighed above iforty- 
five pounds. The crowd of natives had become so 
great the next day, Sunday 26th, that it became im- 
possible to do any thing. The watering party were 
therefore ordered to go on board, and it was deter- 
mined to sail ; the ship was accordingly unmoored 
and got under way. A grapnel, however, had been 
stolen, and Bligh mformed the chiefs that were still 
on board, that unless it was returned they must re«> 
main in the ship, at which they were surprised and 
not a little alarmed. I detamed them,^ he says, 
** till sunset, when theur uneasiness and impatience 
increased to such a degree, that they began to beat 
themselves about the face and eyes, and some of 



them cried utterly. As this distress wad mote tiian 
the grapnel was worthf I could not think of detain* 
ing ttiem longer, and called their canoes alongside* 
I told them they were at liberty to go, and made 

each of them a present of a hatchet, a saw, with 
some knives, gimblets, and nails. This unexpected 
present, and the sudden change in their situation, 
affected them not less with joy than they had before 
been with apprehension. They were unbounded in 
their acknowledgments ; and I have little doubt but 
that we parted better friends than if the afiair had 
never happened.'* 

From this island the ship stood to the northward 
all night, with light winds ; and on the next day, the 
S^th, at nooni they were between the islands Tofoa 
and Kotoo» 

^ Thus far,^ says Bligh, the vojn^ had advanced 
in a conrse of unintetr^ted ptospemy^ and had been 
attended with many cironmstances ecpially pleasing 
and satisfactoiry. A very different scene was now 
to be experienced^ A eaospinjcy had been formedi 
which was to render all onr past labour productive 
only of extreme misery and distress. The means 
had been concerted and prepared with so much 
secrecy and circumspection, that no one circum- 
stance appeared to occasion the smallest suspicion 
of the impending calamity, the result of an act of 
piracy the most consummate and atrocious that was 
probably ever committed.'* 

How far Bhgh was justified in ascribing the 
calamity to a conspiracy will be seen hereafter. 
The foUowing chapter will detail the facts of the 
mutmons proceediiigs as stated by the Uentenanti 
in his own words* 
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CHAPTER m. 
TBB Humnr* 

'^TbatyOqitdBBltflii tfaattofhediiiiir; lamlnhalll-lnnlnlMllP 

FtiTcpui Cbrutum* 

"** Horror and donM diftraet 

His troubled thoughts, and ftom the bottom atir 

The hell within him ; for within him hell 

He brings, and round about bim, nor flrom hell 

One atep no mora tban flmn hhnaelf can fly 

By change of place ; now conscience wakes doipair 

That slumberM, wakes the bitter memory 

Of what be was, what is, and what must be 

Wane i of worn teda mnn nilferings must enrao.* 

^In fhe mmning of the S8th April, the north* 

westernmost of the Friendly Islands, called Tofoa, 
bearing north-east, 1 was steering to the westward, 
with a ship in most perfect order, all my plants in a 
most flourishing condition, all my men and officers 
in good health, and, in short, every thing to flatter 
and ensure my most sanguine expectations. On 
leaving the deck I gave directions for the course to 
be steered during the night. The master had the 
first watch, the gunner the middle watch, and Mr. 
Christian the n^orning watclu This was the turn 
of duty for the nigjht. 

" Just before sun-rising on Tuesday the 28th, while 
T was yet asleep, Mr. Clnristiai]^ officer of the watch^ 
Charles Churchill, ship's corporal, John Mills, gun* 
oer's mate, and Thomas Burlutt, seaman, came into 
my cabin, and seizing me, tied my hands with a cord 
behind my back, threatening me with instant death 
if I spoke or made the least noise. I called, how- 
ever, as loud as I could, in hopes of assistance ; but 
they had already secured the officers who were not 
of their party, by placing sentinels at then: doora* 
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There were three men at my cabin-door, besides the 
four within; Christian had only a cutlass m his ^ 
hand, the others had muskets and bayonets, I was 
hauled out of bed, and forced on deck in my sliirt, 
suffering great pain from the tightness with which 
they had tied my hands* [behind my back, held by 
Fletcher Christian, and Charles Churchill, with a 
bayonet at my breast, and two men, Alexander Smith 
and Thomas Burkitt, behind me, with loaded mus- 
kets cocked and bayonets fixed*] I demanded the 
reason of such violence, but received no other an- 
swer than abuse for not holding my tongue. The 
master, the gunner, Mr. Elphinstone the master^s 
mate, and Nelson were kept confined below; and 
the fore-hatchway was guarded by sentinels. The 
boatswain and carpenter, and also Mr. Samuel the 
clerk, were allowed to come upon deck, where they 
saw me standing abaft the mizenmast, with niy 
hands tied behind my back, under a guard, with 
Cliristian at their head. The boatswain was ordered 
to hoist the laimch out, with a threat, if he did not 
do it instantly, to take care of himself. 

" When the boat was out, Mr. Hayward and Mr. 
Hallet, two of the midshipmen, and Mr. Samuel, 
were ordered into it. I demanded what their inten- 
. lion was in givmg this order, and endeavoured to 
persuade the people near me not to persist in sueh 
acts of violence ; but it was to no effect — ' Hold 
your tongue, sir, or you are dead this instant,' was 
constantly repeated to me. 

" The master by this time had sent to request that 
he might come on deck, which was permitted ; bnt 
he was soon ordered back again to his cabin. 

" [When I exerted myself in speaking loud, to try 
if I could rally any with a sense of duty in them, I 

was saluted with — ^ D — n his eyes, the , blow 

his brains out while Christian was threatening me 
with instant death, if 1 did not hold my tongue.] 

* Tlie words within bracketa are is tbe original despatch. 
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"I continued mv endeavours to turn the tide of 
affairs, when Christian chanjored the cutlass which 
he had in his hand for a bayonet that was brought 
to him, and holding me with a strong gripe by the 
cord that tied my hands, he threatened, with many 
oaths, to kill me immediately, if I would not be 
quiet ; the villams round me had their pieces cocked 
and bayonets fixed. Particular persons were called 
on to go into the boat, and were hurried over the 
side ; whence I concluded that with these people I 
was to be set adrift. I therefore made another effort 
to bring about a change, but with no other effect 
than to be threatened with having my brains blown 
out. 

**The boatswain and seamen who were to go in 
the boat were allowed to collect twine, canvasdT 
lines, sails, cordage, an eight-and-twenty gallon cask 
of water; and Mr* Samuel got one hundred and fifty 
pounds of bread, with a small quantity of rum and 
wine, also a quadrant and compass ; but he was for« 
bidden, on pain of death, to touch either map, ephe* 
meris, book of astronomical observations, sextant, 
timekeeper, or any of my surveys or drawings. 

" The mutineers having forced those of the sea- 
men whom they meant to get rid of into the boat, 
Christian directed a dram to be served to each of 
his own crew. I tlien unhappily saw that nothing 
could be done to effect the recovery of the ship: 
there was no one to assist me, and every endeavour 
on my part was answered with threats of death. 

"The officers w^ere next called upon deck, and 
forced over the side into the boat, while I was kept 
apart from every one, abaft the mizenmast ; Chris- 
tian, armed with a bayonet, holding me by the ban- 
da g^e that secured my h.mds. The guard round me 
had their pieces cocked, but on my daring the un- 
grateful wretches to fire, they uncocked them. 

"Isaac Martin, one of the guard over me, I saw 
had an inclination to assist me, and as he fed me 

F9 
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with shaddock f my h'ps being quite parched) we ex- 
plained our wishes to each other by our looks ; but 
this being observed, Martin was removed from me. 
He then attempted to leave the ship, for wliich pur- 
pose he got into the boat ; but witii many threats 
they obhged him to return. 

" The armourer, Joseph Coleman, and two of the 
carpenters, M'Intosh and Norman, were also kept 
contrary to their inclination; and they besged of 
me, after I was astern in the boat, to remember that 
they declared they had no hand in the transaction* 
Michael Byrne, I am told, likewise wanted to leave 
the ship. 

It is of no moment for me to recomit my endea- 
.vouTS to bring back the offenders to a sense of their 
duty ; all I could do was by speaking to tiiem in 
general ; but it was to no purpose, for I was kept 
securely bound, and no one except the guard suffered 
to coine near me. 

" To Mr. Sdnuiel (clerk) I am indebted for secu- 
ring my journals and conianssion, with some mate- 
rial ship papers. Without these I had nothing to 
certify what I had done, and my honour and char- 
acter might have been suspected, without my pos- 
sess! nof a proper document to luive defended tliem. 
All this he did \vith great resolution, though guarded 
and strictly watched. He attempted to save the 
timekeeper, and a box with my sun^eys, drawings, 
and remarks, for fifteen years past, which were 
numerous; when he was hurried away with *D — ^n 
your eyes, you are well off to get what you have.' 

It appeared to me that Christian was soma time 
in doubt whether he should keep the carpenter or 
his mates ; at length he determined on the latter, 
and the carpenter was ordered into the boat. He 
was permitted, but not without some opposition, to 
take nis tool-chest 

^ Much altercation took place among the muti- 
nous crew during the whole business ; some swore 



Digiiizixi by Coogle 



THE xuTnnr. 



* ril be d-^ if he does not find his way home, if he 
gets any thing with him and when the carpenter's 
chest was carrying away, * D — ^n my eyes, he will 
have a vessel built in a month ;' whfle others laughed 
at the helpless situation of the boat, being very deep, 
and so little room for those who were in her. As 
for Christian, he seemed as if meditating destruction 
on himself cuid every one else. 

" I asked for arms, but tliey lauglied at me, and 
said I was well acquainted with the people among 
whom I was going, and therefore did not want them , 
four cutlasses, however, were thrown into the boat 
after we were veered astern. 

"The officers and men being in the boat, they 
only waited for me, of which the master-at-arms 
informed Christian ; who then said, ' Come, Cap- 
tain Bligh, your officers and men are now in the 
boat, and you must go with them ; if you attempt 
to make the least resistance, you wil). instantly be 
put to death;' and without forther ceremony, with 
a tribe of armed ruffians about me, I was forced 
over the side, when they untied my hands. Being 
in the boat, we were veered astern by a rope. A 
few pieces of pork were thrown to U8| and some 
clothes, also the cutlasses I have ahready mentioned ; 
and it was then that the armourer and carpenters 
called out to me to remember that they had no hand 
in the transaction. After having undergone a great 
deal of ridicule, and been kept for some time to 
make sport for these unfeeling wretches, we were 
at length cast adrift in the open ocean. 

** I had with me in the boat the following persons: 

loKn ¥Vyer Master. 

Thomas Ledwaid Actin^^: SurgMH* 

David Nelson. Botanist. 

William Peckover .Gunner. 

Wllliain Cole Boatswain. 

« William Purcell •••••».. .Carpenter. 

William SlpUmstone • • • 'Master's Mata. 
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f Ifames, Siahmu, 

Jt"r UnMeuer \ ' 

L8wreiioel.ebogii0 flailioakir; ' 

John Smith ) rimtka 
Thomas Hall J 

George Simpson Quaner-master's Matt. 

Robert TlnklAff... A Boy. 

Robert Lamb Butcher. 

Mr.SamiuL* Clerk, 

In all eighieeD. 

There remained in the Bounty :— 

Vlfltebnr Cbrteliftii^ . MasMi*^ Milii. 

Peter Hey wood ) . ■ 

Edward Young > '.MU^iiipiiieii. 

George Stewart ) - 

Gliuies ChurcUu Master-at-arma 

John Mills • • Gunner's M;:te. 

James Morrisoa...* i Boatswain's Matew 

Thomas Burkitt 
Matthew Quintal 
John Sumner ' 
JohaMiUward 
tirilttam M'Koy 
Henry Hillbrant ' 
Michael Byrne 
William Musprat 
iUelkaiuler Smith 
JiiH^ WUliama 
Thomas EUisoii 
Isaac Martin 
Richard Skinner 
Matthew ThompMtt 



AkeSettB^ * 



William Brown Gardener, , ; '^(^ 

Joeeph Coleman Armourer. . 

TJiomttMliitMii.**... )>Pnmt^Cttt9ii 

"Christian, the chief of the mutineers, is of a 
respectable family in the north ^ England. This 
ivas the third voyage he had made with me ; and as 
I found it necessary to keep my ship^s company at 
three watches, I had given him an order to take 
charge of the third, Im abilities being thoroughly 
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equal to the task ; and by this means the master 
«ind p:umier were not at watch and watch. 

" Heyvvood is also of a respectable family in the 
noirth of England,* and a young man of abilities as 
well as Christian* These two had been objects of 
my particular re^rd and attention, and I had taken 
great pains to instruct them, having entertained 
hopes that» as professional men, they would have 
become a credit to fheir cotmtry. 

Young was well recommendedi and had the 
look of an able, stout seaman; he, however, fell 
short of what his appearance promised, fin the 
account sent home he is thus described : Edward 
Youiiir, midshipman, aged tw^enty-two years. Dark 
coinjilexion and rather a bad look — strong made — 
has lost several of his fore teeth, and those that 
remain are all rotten.] 

" Stewart was a young man of creditable parents 
in the Orkneys ; at w^hich place, on the return of 
the Resolution from the South Seas, in 1780, we 
received so many civilities that, on that account 
only, I should gladly have taken him with me ; but, 
independent of this recommendation, he was a sea- 
man, and had always borne a good character. 

^ Notwithstanding the roughness with which I 
was treated, the remembrance of past kindnesses 
produced some tigns of remorse in Christian. When 
they were forcing me out of the ship, I asked him 
if tnis treatment was a proper return for the many 
instances he had received of my friendship ? he ap- 
peared disturbed at my question, and answered, with 
much emotion, " That, Captain Bligh, that is the 
thing ; — am in hell ! — I am in heU !* 

** As soon as I had time to reflect, I felt an in- 
ward sRlisfaction, which prevented any depression 
of my spirits : conscious of my interrrity, and anxious 
solicitude for the good of the service in which I had 

* Hfi WM born iii the ble of Mui,bli Alber Mug dMinitir of Uan% 
Md mutebaH ut Hn Duke of AtboL 
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been engaged, I found my mind wonderfully mp- 
ported, amd I began to conceive hopes, notwithstand- 
uig so heayy a calamity) that I should one day be 
able to account to my king and country for the mis- 
fortune. A few hours before my situation had been 
peculiarly flattering. I had a ship in the most per- 
fect order, and well stored with every necessary 
both for service and health ; by early^ attention to 
those particulars I had, as much as lay in my power» 
provided against any accident m case I could not 
^et through Endeavour Straits, as well as against 
what might befall me in them ; add to this, the plants 
had been successfully preserved in the most flourish- 
,ing state : so that, upon the whole, the voyage was 
two-thirds completed, and the remaining part, to 
all appearance, in a very promising way ; every per* 
son on board being in perfect health, to establish 
which was ever among the principal objects of my 
attention. 

"It will very naturally be asked, What could be 
the reason for such a revolt ? In answer to wliich 
I can only conjecture, that the mutineers had flat- 
tered themselves with the hopes of a more happy 
life among the Otaheitans than they could possibly 
enjoy in England ; and this, joined to some female 
connexions, most probably occasioned the whole 
transaction* The ship, indeed, while within our 
si^ht, steered to the W.N.W.; but I considered 
this only as a feint, for when we were sent away» 
* Huzza for Otaheite !' was frequently heard among 
the mutineers. 

^ The women of Otaheite are handsome, mild and 
cheerftil in their manners and conversation, pos- 
sessed of pnreat sensibility, and have sufficient deli- 
cacy to make them admired and beloved. The 
chiefs were so much attached to our people, that 
they rather encouraged their stay among them than 
otherwise, and even made them promises of large 
possessions. Under these and many other attend- 
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ant circumstances, equally desirable, it is now per 
haps not so much to be wondered at, though scarcely 
possible to have been foreseen, that a set of sailors, 
most of them void of connexions, should be led 
away ; especially when, in addition to such power- 
ful inducements, they imagined it in their power to 
fix themselves in the midst of plenty, on one of the 
finest islands in the world, where they need npt 
labour, and where the allurements of dissipation are 
beyond any thing that can be conceived. The ut- 
most, however, that any commander could have' 
supposed to have happened is, that some of the peo- 
ple w ould have been tempted to desert. But if it 
should be asserted that a commander is to guard 
against an act of mutiny and piracy in his own ship, 
more than by the common rules of service, it is as 
much as to say that he must sleep locked up, and 
when awake be girded with pistols. 

"Desertions have happened, more or less, from 
most of the ships that have been at the Society 
Islands ; but it has always been in the commanders' 
power to make the chiefs return their people ; the 
knowledge, therefore, that it was unsafe to desert 
perhaps first led mine to consider with what ease so 
small a ship might be surprised, and that so favour- 
able an opportunity would never offer to them again. 

" The secrecy ot this mutiny is beyond all con- 
ception> Thirteen of the party, who were with me^ 
had always lived forward among the seamen ; yet 
neither they nor the messmates of Christian, Stew- 
art, Heywood, and Young had ever observed any 
circumstance that made them in the least suspect 
what was going on. To such a close-plaimed act 
of villany, my mind being entirely free from any 
suspicion, it is not wonderful that I fell a sacrifice. 
Perhaps, if there had been marines on board, a sen- 
tinel at my cabin-door might have prevented it ; for*^ 
I slept with the door always open, that the officer 
of the watch might have access to me on all occa- 
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sions, the possibility of such a conspiracy being erer 
the furthest from my thoughts. Had their mutiny 

been occasioned by any grievances, either real or 
imaginary, I must have discovered symptoms of 
their discontent, which would have put me on my 
guard : but the case was far otherwise. Christian, 
in particular, T was on the most friendly terms with : 
that very day he was engaged to have dined with me ; 
and the preceding night he excused himself from 
supping with me, on pretence of being unwell ; for 
which I felt concerned, having no suspicions of his 
integrity and hon^our." 

Such is the story published by Lieutenant Bligh 
immediately on his return to England, after one of 
the most distressing and 'perilous passages over 
nearly fomr thousand miles of the wide ocean, with 
eighteen persons, in an open boat. The story ob- 
tained implicit credit ; and though LieutetiMit Bligh's 
character never stood high in the navy for suavity 
of manners or mildness of temper, he was always 
considered as an excellent seaman, and his veracity 
stood unimpeached. But in this age of refined lib- 
erality, when the most atrocious criminals find their 
apologists, it is not snrprising it should now be dis- 
covered, when all are dead that could either prove 
or disprove it, that it was the tyranny of the com- 
mander alone, and not the wickedness of the ring- 
leader of the mutineers of the Bounty, that caused 
that event. " We all know," it is said, *• that mutiny 
can arise but from one of these two soin-ces, exces- 
sive folly or excessive tyranny; therefore** — the logic 
is admirable — ^ as it is admitted that Blig^ was no 
idiot, the inference is obvious."* If this be so, it 
may be asked to which of the two causes must be 
ascribed the mutiny at the Nore, Ac. t The true 
answer will be, to neither. " Not only,'' continues 
the writer, " was the narrative which he published 

* United S«nrice Jooraal for April; 1S31. 
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STcyved to be false in many material bearings by evi- 
ence before a courumartial, but every act of his 
public life after this event, from his successive com- 
mand of the Director, the Glatton, and the Warrior, 
to his disgraceful expulsion from New South Wales, 
was stamped with an insolence, an inhumanity, 
end coarseness which fully developed his character." 

There is no intention, in niirrating this eventful 
listorvi to accuse or defend either the character or 
the conduct of the late Admiral Bligh ; it is well 
Known his temper was irritable in the extreme; but 
the circumstance of his having been the friend of 
Captain Cook, with whom he sailed as his master, 
—of his ever afterward being patronised by Sir Jo- 
seph Banks— of the Admiralty promoting him to the 
rank of commander^ appointing him immediately to 
the Providence^ to proceed on the same expedition 
to Otaheite,— and of his returning in a very short 
time to England with complete success, and recom- 
mending all his officers for proniotujn on accouut of 
their exemplary conduct; — of his holding several 
subsequent employments in the service, — of his 
having commanded ships of the line in the battles of 
Copenhagen and Camperdown, — and risen to the 
rank of a flag-officer, — these may perhaps be con- 
sidered to speak something in his favour, and be 
allowed to stand as some proof, that with all his 
failings he had his merits. That he was a man of 
coarse habits, and entertained very mistaken notions 
with regard to discipline, is quite true : yet he had 
many redeeming qualities. The accusation, by the 
writer in question, of BUdi having falsified his nar- 
rattve," is a verjr heavy charge, and, it is to be feared 
is not wlhoUy without foundation ; though it would 
perhaps be more correct to say, that in the printed 
narrative of his voyage, and the narrative on which 
the mutineers were tried, there are many important 
omissions from his original manuscript journal, some 
of which it will be necessary to notice presently* 

G 



74 



The same writer further says, " We know that the 
officers fared in every way worse than the men, and 
that even young Hevwood was kept at the masthead 
no less than eight hours at one spr 11, in the worst 
weather which they encountered off Cape Horn." 

Perhaps Hey wood may himself be brought for^ 
ward as authority, if not to disprove, at least to ren- 
der highly improbable, his experiencing any such 
treatment on the part of his captain. This young 
officer, in his defence, says, Captain BUgh m his 
narrative acknowledges that he had left some friends 
on board the Bounty, and no part of my conduct 
could have induced him to believe that 1 ought not 
to be reckoned of the number. Indeed, from his at- 
tention to, and very kind treatment of me personally^ 
I should have been a monster of depravity to have 
betrayed him. The idea alone is sufficient to dis- 
turb a mind where humanity and gratitude have, I 
hope, ever been noticed as its characteristic fea- 
tures." Bligh, too, has declared in a letter to Hey- 
wood's uncle, Hohvell, after accusing him of ingrati- 
tude, that he never once had an angry word from 
me during the whole course of the voyage, as his 
conduct Sways gave me much pleasure and satis* 
faction.^ 

In looking over a manuscript journal kept by 
Morrison, the boatswain^s mate, who was tried and 
convicted as one of the mutineers, but received the 
king's pardon, the conduct of Blie^h appears in a very 
unfavourable point of view. This Morrison was a 
I>erson from talent and education far above the situa- 
tion he held in the Bounty ; he had previously served 
in the navy as midshipman, and aft^r his pardon w;i3 
appointed gunner of the Blenheim, in which he 
perished with Sir Thomas Trowbridge. In com- 
paring this journal with other documents, the dates 
and transactions ;ippear to be correctly stated, though 
the latter may occasionally be somewliat too highly 
coloured. How he contrived to Dieseive this jour- 
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nal in the vrreA of the Pandora does not appear ; 
but there can be no doubt of its authenticity, having 
been kept among the late Captain Heywood^s pa« 
pers; various passages in it have been corrected 
either by this officer or some other person, but with- 
out altering their sense. 

It would appear from this important document 
that the seeds of discord in the unfortunate ship 
Bounty were sown at a very early period of the 
voyage. It happened, as was the case in all small 
vessels, that the duties of commander and purser 
were united in the person of Lieutenant Bligh ; and 
it would seem that this proved the cause of very se- 
rious discontent among the officers and crew ; of 
the mischief arising out of this union the following 
statement of Mr. Morrison may serve as a specimen. 
At Teneriffe, Lieutenant Bligh ordered the cheese to 
be hoisted up and exposed- to the air; whifih was no 
sooner done than he pretended to miss a certain 
quantity, and declared that it.had been stolen. The 
cooper, Henry Hillbrant, informed him that the cask 
in question had been ppened by the orders of Mr. 
Samuel, his derk, who acted also as steward, and 
the cheese sent on shore to his own house, previous 
to the Bounty leaving the river on her way to Ports-* 
mouth. LieutenantBligh,withoutmakinganyfurther 
inquiry, immediately ordered the allowance of that 
article to foe stopped, both from officers and m«n, until 
the deficiency should be made good, and told the 

cooper he should give him a d d good flogging 

if he said another word on the subject. It jau 
hardly be supposed that a man of Bligh's shrewd- 
ness, if disposed to play the rogue, would have 
placed himself so completely in the hands of the 
cooper, in a transaction which, if revealed, must 
have cost him his commission. 

Again, on approaching the equator, some decayed 

Eumpkins, purchased at Teneriffe, were ordered to 
e issued to the crew* at the rate of one pound of 
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pumpkin for twa pounds of Uscuit. The reluctance 
of the men to accept this proposed substitute on sudk 
terms being reported to Lieutenant Bligh, he flew 
upon deck in a violent rage, turned the hands up^ 
and ordered the first man on the list of each mess to 
bo called by name ; at the same time saying, *^ Pll see 
who will dare to refuse the pumpkin, or any thingelse I 
may order to be served out;" to which headded, " You 
d— — d iufernal scoundrels, I'll make you eat ^ass, 
or any thing you can catch, before I have done with 
you." This speech had the desired effect, every one 
receiving the pumpkins, even the officers. 

Next comes a complaint respecting the mode of 
issuing beef and pork; but when a representation 
was made to Lieutenant Bligh in the quiet and or- 
derly manner prescribed by the twenty-first article 
of war, he called the crew aft, told them that every 
thing relative to the provisions was transacted |qr 
his orders ; that it was therefore needless for them 
to complain, as they would get no redress, he being 
the fittest judge of what was right or wrong, and that 
he would fog the first man who should dare attempt 
to make any complaint in future. To this imperious 
menace they bowed in silence, and not another 
murmur was he:ird from them during the remainder 
of the voyag^e to Otaheite, it being their determina- 
tion to seek legal redress on the Bounty*s return to 
England. Happy would it have been had they kept 
their resolution. By so doing, if the story be true, 
they would amply have been avenged, a vast num- 
ber of human hves spared, and a world of misery 
avoided. 

According to this journalist, " the seeds of eternal 
discord were sown between Lieutenant Bligh and 
some of his officers*' while in Adventure Bay, Van 
pieman's Land; and on arriving at Matavai Bay, 
in Otaheite, he is accused of taking the officers' 
hogs and bread-fruit, and serving fhem to the ship^s 
company ; and when the master remonstrated with 
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him on the subject, he replied, that " he would con- 
vince him that every thing became his as soon as it 
was brought on board; that he would take nine- 
tenths of every man's property, and let him see who 
dared to sri} any tliin^^ to the contrary." The 
sailors' pigs were seized without ceremony, and it 
became a^favour lor a man to obtain an extra pound 
of his own meat. 

The writer then says, " the object of our visit to 
the Society Islands being at length accomplished, we . 
weighed on the 4th April, 1789. Every one seemed 
in high spirits, and began to talk of home, as though 
they had just left Jamaica instead of Otaheite, so &r 
onward did their iSattering fancies waft them. On 
the 23d we anchored off Annamooka, the inhabitants 
of which island were very rude, and attempted to 
take the casks and axes from the parties sent to fill 
water and cut wood. A musket pointed at them 
produced no other effect than a return of the com- 
pliment, by poising their clubs or spears with men- 
acing looks ; and as it was Lieutenant Bligh's orders 
that no person should affront them on any occasion, 
they were imboldened by meeting with no check to 
their insolence. They at length became so trouble- 
some, that Mr. Christian, who commanded the wa- 
tering party, found it difficult to carry on his duty ; 
but on aicquainting Lieutenant Bligh with their be- 
haviour, he received a vollev of abuse, was d- — d 
as a cowardly rascal, and asked if he were afraid of 
naked savages while he had weapons in his hand I 
To this he replied in a tespectful manner, ^^The 
arms are of no effect, sir, while your orders prohibit 
their use." - • 

• This happened but three days before the mutiny, 
and the same circumstance is noticed, but somewhat 
differently, in Bligh's MS. journal, where he says, 
**the men cleared theniselves, and they therefore 
merit no punisnment. As to the officers I have no. 
radource, nor dp I ever feel myself safe in the f§w 
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instances I trust to them*'* A perusal of all the 
documents certainly leads to the conclusion that aU 
his officers were of a very inferior description; they 
had no proper feeling: of their own situation ; and 

this, together with the contempt in which they were 
held by Bligh, iuid wliich he could not disguise, may 
account for that perfect indifference with regard both 
to the captain and the ship which was m'jnifested on 
the day of the mutiny. 

That sad catastrophe, if the writer of the journal 
be correct, was hastened, if not bro^icfht about, by 
the following circumstance, of which B'jgh lakes no 
notice. "In the afternoon of the 97th Lieutenant 
Bligh came upon deck, and missing some of the 
cocoanuts which had been piled up between the 
guns, said they had been stolen, and could not have 
been taken away without the knoi^ ledge of the offi- 
cers, all of whom were sent for aiid questioned on 
the subject. On their declaring that they had not 
I seen any of the people touch them» he exclaimed, 
^Then you must have taken them yourselves;' and 
proceeded to inquire of them separately how many 
they had purchased. On coming to - Mr. Christiant 
that gentleman answered, *I do not know, sir; but 
I hope you do not think me so mean as to be guilty 
of stealing yours.' Mr. Bligh replied, * Yes, you 

d d hounrl, 1 do — you must have stolen them from 

me, or you would be iililo to give a better account of 
them:' then turaiau to the other officers, he said, 
*Ged d — n you, you scoundrels, you are all thieves 
alike, and combine with the men to rob me : I sup- 
pose you will steal my yams next; but I'll sweat you 
for it, you rascals — I'll make naif of you jump over- 
board before you i^el tlironir-h I^indoavoiir Straits.* 
This threat was followed by an order to the clerk 
* to stop the villains' grog, and give them but half 
a pound of yams to-morrow ; if they steal them^ I'll 
reduce them to a quarter.' " 
It is difficult to believe that an officer in his 
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majesty's service coidd condescend to make use of 
such language to the meanest of the crew, much 
less to gentlemen; it is to be feared^ however, that 

there is sufficient ground for the truth of these state- 
ments : with regard to the last, it is borne out by the 
evideiice of Mr. PVyer, the master, on the court- 
martial. This officer being asked, "What did you 
suppose to be Mr. Christian's meaning when he said 
he had been in hell for a fortnight 1" answered, 
"From the frequent quarrels they had had, and the 
abuse which he had received from Mr. Bligh." — 
" Had there been any very recent quarrel " The 
day before, Mr. Bligh challenged aU the young gen- 
tlemen and people with stealing his cocoanuts.^' It 
was on the evening of this day that Lieutenant Blighf 
according to his printed narrative, says Christian 
was to have supped with him, but excused himself 
on account of being unwell \ and that he was invited 
to dine with him on the day of the mutiny* 

Every one of these circumstances, and many 
others which might be stated from Mr. Morrison's 
journal, are omitted in Bliji^h's published narrative; 
• but many of them are alluded to in his original jour- 
nal, and others that prove distinctly the constant 
reproofs to which his officers were subject, and the 
bad terms on which they stood with their com- 
mander. A few extracts from this journal will suf* 
ficiently establish this point. 

In so early a part of the voyage as their arrival in 
Adventure Bay, he found fault with his officers, and 
put the carpenter into confinement. Again, at Ma- 
tavai Bay, ,on the 5th December, Bligh says, '^I 
ordered the carpenter to cut a large stone that waa 
brought off by one of the natives, requesting me to 
get it ms^e fit for them to grind their hatchets on; 
but, to my astonishment, he refused, in direct terms* 
to comply, saying, * I will not cut the stone, for it 
will spoil my chisel; and though there may be law 
to take away my clothes, there is none to titke awar 
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my tools.' This man having before shown his ma* 
tinous and insolent behaviour, I was mider the neces- 
sity of confining him to his cabin*** 

On the 5th January three mendesertedinthecatteFf 
on which occasion filigh says, Had the mate of the 
watch been awake, no trouble of this kind would 
have happened. I have therefore disrated and turned 
him before the mast: such neglectful and wortliless 
petty officers, I believe, never were in a ship as are 
m this. No orders for a few hours tog-ether are 
obeyed by them, and their conduct in general is so 
bad that no confidence or trust can be reposed in 
them; in short, they have driven me to every thing 
but corporal punishment^ and that must follow if 
they do not improve-" 

By Morrison^s journal it would appear that ^cor- 
poral punishment** was not long delayed ; for on the 
very day, he says, the midshipman was put in irons, 
and coiuined from the 5th January to the d3d March 
— eleven weeks ! 

On the 17th January, orders being given to clear 
out the sail-room and to air the sails, many of them 
Vvere found very much mildewed, and rotten in many 
places, on which he observes, " If I had any officers 
to supersede the master and boatswain, or was 
capable of doing without them, considering them as 
common seamen, they should no longer occupy their 
respective stations; scarcely any neglect of duty 
can equal the criminality of this." 

On the 24th January the three deserters were 
brought back and flogged, then put in irons for fur« 
ther punishment **As this affnir he says, ''was 
solely caused by the neglect of the officers who had 
- the watch, I was induced to giire them all a lecture 
on this occasion, and endeavour to show them, that 
however exempt they were at present from the like 
punishment, yet they were equally subject, by the 
articles of war, to a condign one.** He then tells 
them that it is only necessitv that makes him have. 
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lecoiirse to reprimand, because there are no means 
of trying them court-martial ; and adds a remark^ 
not very inteUigiblei but what he calls an unpleasant 
one, about such offenders having no feelings of honour 
or sense of shame. 

On the 7th March a native Otaheitan, w6om Bligh 
had confined in irons, contrived to break the lock of 
the bilboa-bolt and make his escape. " I liad given," 
says Biigh, " a written order tluit tlie mate of the 
watch was to be answerable for the prisoners, and 
to visit and see that they were safe in his watch, but 
I have sucli a neg:lectrul set about me that I believe 
nothing but condign punishment can alter their con- 
duct. Verbal orders, in the course of a month, were 
so forgotten that they would impudently assert no 
such thiiic: or directions were given, and 1 have been 
at last under the necessity to trouble myself with 
writing wliat, by decent young officers, would be 
complied with as the common rules of the service* 
Mr. Stewart was the mate of the watch." 

These extracts show the terms on which Bligh vras 
with his officers; and these few instances, with others 
from Morrison's Journal, make it pretty clear, that 
though Christiaiit as fiery and passionate a youth as 
his commander could well be, and with feeungs too 
acute to bear the foul and opprobrious language con- 
stantly addressed to him, was the sole instigator of 
the mutiny ^-and that the captain had no support to 
expect, and certainly received none from the rest of 
his officers. That Christian was the sole author 
appears still more strongly from the following pas- 
sage in Morrison's journal. " AVhen Mr. Bligh found 
he must go into the boat, he begged of Mr. Cliristian 
to desist, saying, * FU pawn my honour, I'll give my 
bond, Mr. Christian, never to think of this if you'll 
desist,' and ur^ed his wife and family; to which Mr. 
Christian re])lied, 'No, Captain Bli^h, if you had 
any honour, tilings luid not come to this; and if 3^ou 
had any regard for your wife and family, you should 
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have thought on them before, and not behaved so 
much like a villain.' Lieutenant Bligh again at« 
tempted to speak, but was ordered to be silent The 
boatswain also tried to pacify Mr* Christian, to 
whom he replied, * It is too late ; I have been in hell 
for this fortnight past, and am determined to bear it 
no lonfi:er; and you know, Mr. Cole, that 1 have 
been used like a dog all the voyage.' '* 

It is pretty evident, therefore, that the mutiny was 
not, as Bligh in his narrative states it to have been, 
the result of a conspiracy. It will be seen by the 
minutes of the c'ourt-martial, that the whole affair 
was planned and executed between the hours of four 
and eight o'clock on the morning of the 28th April, 
when Christian had the watch upon deck ; that Chris- 
tian, unable longer to bear the abusive and insulting 
language, had meditated his own escape from the 
ship the day before, choosing to trust himself to fate 
rather than submit to the constant upbraiding to 
which he had been subject ; but the unfortimate busi- 
ness of the cocoanuts droi^ him to the commission 
of the rash and felonious act which ended, as such 
criminal acts usually do, in his own destruction and 
that of a threat number of others, many Of whom 
were wholly innocent. 

Lieutenant Bligh, like most passionate men whose 
unruly tempers get the better of their reason, having 
vented his rage about the cocoanuts, became imme- 
diately calm, and by inviting Christian to sup w ith 
him the same evening, evidently wished to renew 
their friendly intercourse ; and happy would it have 
been for all parties had lie accepted the invitation. 
On the same night, towards ten o'clock, when the 
master had the watch, Bligh came on deck, as was 
his custom, before retiring to sleep. It was one of 
those c^m and beautiful nights, so frequent in tropin 
cal regions, whose soothing influence can be ap- 
preciated only by those who have felt it, when, after 
a scorchii]^ day, the air breathes a most refreshing 
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coolness, — it was an evening of this sort, ;when 
Bligh for the last time came upon deck in the capa« 
city of commander ; a gentle breeze scarcely rip- 
pled the water, and the moon, then in its first quarterf 
shed its soft light along the surface of the sea. The 
short and quiet conversation that took place between 
Bligh and the master on this evening, after the irrita-* 
tion of the morning had subsided only to burst forth 
again in all the horrors of mutiny and piracy, recalls 
to one's recollection that beautiful passage of Shaks- 
peare, where, on the evening of the murder, Dun* 
can, on approaching the castle of Macbeth, observes 
to Bauquo— 

'•Theair , 

Nimbly and sweetly recommends itaeif 
Unto our gentle senses," 4cc. — 

a passage which Sir Joshua Reynolds considers ag 
a striking instance of what in painting is termed 
repose. " The subject," he says, ** of tins quiet and 
easy conversation gives that repose so necessary to 
the mind after the tumultuous bustle of the prece- 
ding scenes, and beautifuUy contrasts the scene of 
terror that immediately succeeds." While on this 
lovely night Bligh and his master were congratu- 
lating themselves on the pleasing prospect of fine 
weather and a full moon to light them through En- 
deavour's dangerous straits, the unhappy and deluded 
Christian was, in all probability, broodnig over his 
wrongs, and meditating on the criminal act he was 
to perpetrate the following morning; for he has 
himself stated, that he had just fallen asleep about 
half after three in the morning, and was much out 
of orden 

The evidence on the conrt-martial is sufficiently 
explicit as to the mode in which this act of piracy 
was committed. By the journal of James MorrisoUf 
the following is the account of the transaction as 
given by Christian himself to the two midshipmen 
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Heywood and Stewart (both of whom had been kept 
below), the moment they were allowed to come upon 
deck) after the boat in which were Bligh and his 
companions had been turned adrift. 

He said) that " finding himself much hurt by the 
treatment he had received from Ueutenant Blipfaf 
he had determined to quit the ship the preceding 
evening) and hud informed the boatswain, carpenterf 
and two midshipmen (Stewart and Hayward) of his 
intention to do so; that by them he was supplied 
w ith part of a roasted pig, some nails, beads, and 
other articles of trade, which he put into a bag that 
Was given him by the lastMiamea gentleman; that 
he put this ba^ into the clue of Robert Tinkler's ham- 
mock, where it was discovered by that young gen- 
tleman when going to bed at night, but the business 
Was smothered, and passed off without any further 
notice. He said he had fastened some staves to a 
stout plank, with which he intended to make his 
escape; but finding he could not effect it during 
the first and middle watches, as the ship had no way 
through the water and the people were all moiing 
about, he laid down to rest about half past thiee in 
the morning ; that when Mr. Stewart called him to 
relieve the deck at four o'clock, he had but just fallen 
asleep, and was much out of order; upon observing 
which Mr. Stewart strenuous!}'' advised him to 
abandon his intention ; that as soon as he had taken 
charge of the deck, he saw Mr. Hayward, the mate 
of his watch, lie down on the arm-chest to take a 
nap; and finding that Mr. Hallet, the other midship- 
man, did not make his appearance, he suddenly 
formed the resolution of seizing the ship. Dis* 
closing his intention to Matthew^ Quintal and Isaac 
Martin, both of whom had been flogged by Lieu- 
tenant Bligh, they called up Charles Churchill, who ' 
had also tasted the cat, and Matthew Thompson, 
both of whoih readily joined in the plot That 
Alexander Smith (oZmm John Adams), Jolm Williams. 
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and William M^Koy evinced eqnal willin^ess, and 
went with Churchili to the arniourer, of whom they 
obtained the keys of the aroi'^shest, under pretence 



in the main^hatchway, they ronsed and sent him on 
deck. Charles Norman* oneonecious of their pro« 
eeedings, had in the mean time awaked* Mr. Hay- 
ward and directed his attention to the shark, whoso 
movements he was watching at the moment that 
Mr. Cliristian and his confederates came up the fore- 
hatchway, after havin^^ placed arras in the hands of 
several men who were not aware of their desi^< 
One man, Matthew Thompson, was left in charge 
of the chest, and he served out arms to Thomas 
Burkitt and Robert Lamb. Mr. Christian said he 
then proceeded to secure Lieutenant Biighi the 
master, gunner, and botanist.^ 
"When Mr. Christian " observes Morrison, in his 

iioilrnal, "related the above circumstances, T recol- 
ected havin[r seen him fasten some staves to a plank 
lying on the larboard gangway, as also having heard 
the boatswain say to the carpenter, * It will not do 
to-night.' I likewise remembered that Mr. Chris* 
tian had visited the fore-cockpit several times that 
evening, although he had very seldom, if ever^ fre* 
quented the warrant^fficers' cabins before^^ 

If this be a correct statement (and the greater 
part of it is borne oat by evkbnee on the conrt» 
martial), it removes every doubt of Christian being 
the sole instigator of the mutiny, and that no con- 
spiracv nor preconcerted measures had any exist- 
ence, but that it was suddenly conceived by a hot- 
headed young man, in a state of great excitement of 
mind, amounting to a temporary aberration of intel- 
lect, caused by the frequent abusive and insulting 
language of his commanding officer. Waking out 
of a short half-hour's disturbed sleep to take the 
command of the deck, — finding the two mates of the 

H 
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watch, Hayward and Hallel, asleep (for which they 
ought to have been dismissed the service instead of 
being, as they were, promoted), — the opportuni^ 
tempting, and the ship completely in Ms power,-* 
with a momentary mipidse he darted down the fore* 
hatchway, got possession of the keys of the arm* 
chest, and made the hazardous experiment of arm* 
ing such of the men as he thought he could trusty 
and effected his purpose. 

There is a passage in Captain Beechey's account 
of Pitcairn's Island, which, if correct, would cast a 
stain on the memory of the unfortunate Stewart, he 
who^ if there was one innocent man in the ship, was 
that man. Captain Beechey says, speaking of Chris- 
tian, "His plan, strange as it must appear for a 
young officer to adopt who was fairly advanced in 
an bonourable profession^ was to set himself adrift 
upon a raft, and make his way to the island (Tofoa) 
then in sight* As quick in the execution as in the 
design, the raft was soon constructedY various use** 
Ad articles were got together, and he was on the 
point of launching it, when a young o&cer who qfter^ 
ward perished in the Pandora^ to whom Christian com* 
municated his intention, recommended him, rather 
than risk his life on so hazardous an expedition, io 
endeavour to take possession of the ship^ wliich he 
thought would not be very diillcult, as many of the 
ship's company were not well disposed towards the 
commander, and would all be very glad to return to 
Otaheite, and reside am one: their friends in that 
island. This daring- proposition is even more extra- 
ordinary than the premeditated scheme of his com** 
panion, and, if true, certainly relieves Christian from 
part of the odium which has hitherto attached to 
him as the sole instigator of the mutiny." Relieve 
him 1 — ^not a jot ! But on the best authority it may 
boldly be stated that it is not true ; — ^the authority 
of Stewart's friend and messmate, the late Captain 
Heywood. 
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Captain Beecheyt demrous of beinff correct in bis 
statement, venr properly sent his chapter on Pit- 
cairn^s Island lor any observations Captain Heywood 
might have to make on what was said therein re- 
garding the mutiny ; observing in his note which ac- 
companied it, that this account received from Adams 
differed materially from a foot-iiute in " .MarslialPs 
Naval Biography;" to which Captain Hey wood re- 
turned the following reply : — 

« m April, 1830. 
"Dear Sir, — T have perused the account you re- 
ceived from Adams of the mutiny in the Bounty, 
which does indeed differ very materially from a foot- 
note in Marshall's Naval Biography by the editor, to 
whom I verbally detailed the lacts, wluch are strictly 
true. 

^ That Christian informed the boatswain and the 
carpenter, Messrs* Hajrward and Stewart, of his de- 
termination U$ leave the ship u^n a raft on the night 
preceding the mutiny is certain; but that any one 
of them (Stewait in particular) should have < recom* 
mended, rather than risk his life on so hazardous an 
expedition, that he should try the expedient of taking 
the ship from the captain,' &c., is entirely at vari- 
ance with the whole character and conduct of the 
latter, both he fore and after the mutiny; as well as 
with the assurance of Christian himself the very 
night he quitted Taheit6, that the idea of attempting 
to take the ship had never entered his distracted 
mind imtil the moment he relieved the deck, and 
found his mate and midshipman asleep.* 

"At that last interview with Chnstian he also 
communicated to me, for the satisfaction of his rela- 
tions, other circumstances connected with that un- 
fortunate disaster, which, after their deaths, may or 
may not be laid before the public And although 

* Hay ward and iiallet, who may tbtts be coosfdered as tbe p<mw$ 
MM or Uie mntbiy. 
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they can implicate none but himself, either living or 
dead, they may extenuate, but will contain not a 
word of his in defence of the crime he committed 
against the laws of his country. 

I am» &c«, 

P. Hjbtwood.** 

Captain Beechey stated only what he had heard 
from old Adams, who was not always correct in the 
information he gave to the visiters of his island; 
but this part of his statement gave great pain to 
Hejrwood, who adverted to it on his deathbed, wish- 
ing, out of regard for Stewart's memory and his 
surviving friends, that it should be publicly contra- 
dieted ; and with this view the above reply of Cap- 
tain Heywood is here inserted. 

The temptations, therefore, which it was supposed 
Otaheite held out to the deluded men of the Bounty 
had no more share in the transaction than the sup- 
posed conspiracy. It does not appear, indeed, that 
the cry of " Huzza for Otaheite !" was ever uttered. 
If this island had been the object of either Christian 
or the crew, they would not haveleft it three hun- 
dred miles behind them before they perpetrated the 
act of piracy ; but after the deed had been commit- 
ted, it would be natural enough that they should turn 
their minds to the lovely island and its fascinating in- 
habitants which they had but just quitted, and that in 
the moment of excitement some of them should have 
so called out ; but Bligh is the only person who has 
said they did so* 

If, however, the recollection of the *^ sunny isle^ 
and its ^smiling women** had really tempted the 
men to mutiny, Bligh would himself not be free 
from blame, for having allowed them to indulge for 
six whole months among this voluptuous and fasci- 
nating people ; for though he was one of the most 
active and anxious commanders of his time, " the 
service." as is observed by a naval officer, " was cai> 
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tied on in those days in a very different spirit from 
that which regulates its movements now ; othei wise 
the Bounty would never have passed six A^hole 
months at one island * stowing away the fruit,^ dur* 
ing which time the officers and seamen had free 
access to the shore. Under similar circumstances 
nowadays, if the fruit happened not t6 be ready, the 
ship would have been off, after ten days' relaxatioui 
to survey other islands, or speculate, oh coral-*reefSt 
or make astronomical observations ; m short, to do 
something or other to keep the devil out ot the 
heads of the crew.*** Bliii^li would appear to have 
been sensible of this on his next expedition in the 
Providence; for on that occasion he collected more 
bread-fruit plants than on the former, and spent only 
half the time in doing so. 

Be that as it may, Bhgh might naturally enough 
conclude that the seamen were cnsting "a lingering 
look behind" towards Otaheite. " If," says Forster, 
who acoompanied Cook, "we fairly consider the 
different situations of a common sailor on board the 
Resolution, and of a Taheitan on his island, we can- 
not blame the former if he attempt to rid himself of 
the numberless discomforts of a voyage romid the 
world, and prefer an easy life, free from cares, in 
the happiest climate of the world, to the frequent 
TOissitudes which are entailed upon the m^ner* 
The most favourable prospects of future success in 
England, which he might form in idea, could never 
be so flattering to his senses as the lowly hope of 
living like the meanest Taheitan. And supposing 
him to escape the misfortunes incident to heamen, 
still he must earn his subsistence in England at the 
expense of labour and ' in the sweat of his brow,' 
when this oldest curse on mankind is scarcely felt 
at Taheite. Two or tnree bread-fruit trees, wiiich 
4povt almost without any culture, and wliich Nourish 

* doarteriy Review, No 8^ 
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as long as he himself can expect to live, supply him 
with abimdunt food during three-fourths of the year. 
The cloth-trees and eddo-roots are cultivated with 
much less trouble than our cabbages and kitchen- 
herbs. The banana, the royal palm, the golden 
apple, all thrive with such luxuriance, and require 
80 little trouble, that I may venture to call them 
spontaneous. Most of their days are therefore spent 
in a round of various enjoymenUf, where Nature has 
lavished many a pleasing landscape ; where the tem- 
perature of the air is warm, but continually refreshed 
DY a wholesome breeze from the sea-; and where the 
sky is almost constantly serene* A kind of happy 
muformity runs through the whole life of the Tahei* 
tans. They rise with the sun, and hasten to rivers 
and fountains to perform an ablution equally reviv- 
ing and cleanly. They pass the mornmg at work, 
or walk about till the heat of the day increases, when 
they retreat to their dwellings, or repose under some 
tufted tree. There they amuse themselves with 
smoothing their hair, and anoint it with fragrant oils ; 
or they blow the flute, and sing to it, or listen to the 
songs of the birds. At the hour of noon, or a Uttle 
later, they go to dinner. After their meals they re- 
sume their domestic amusements, during which the 
flame of mutual affection spreads in every heart, and 
unites the rising generation with new and tender 
ties. The Hvely jest without any ill-nature, the art- 
less tale, the jocund dance, and frugal supper bring 
on the evening, and another visit to the nver con- 
cludes the actions of the day. Thus contented with 
their simple way of life, and placed in a delightfid 
country, they are free from cares and happy in their 
ignorance.** 

Such is the picture drawn of the happy people of 
Otaheite by a cold, philosophical German doctor; 
and such, with very little change, Bligh found thenu 
As far, however, as the mutiny of his people was 
concerned, we must wholly discard the idea UurowB 
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out by him, tliat the seductions of Otaheite had any 
share in producing it. It could not have escaped a 
person of Christian's sagacity, that certain inter* 
rogatories would unquestionably be pus by the na- 
tives of 0||j)eite on finding the ship return so soon 
without her commander, v^^itbout the bread-fruit 

Slants, and with only about half her crew ; questions, 
e kueKr, to lirhich no satisfactory answer could be 
ina4e;* and though at subsequent periods he twice 
visited that island, it was some time afterward, and 
not from choice, but necessity. Ilis object was to 
find a place of concealment, where he might pass ihe 
remainder of his days unheard of aiid unknown, and 
where it is to be lioped lie had time for sincere re- 
pentance, the only atoiieineiit he could make for the 
commission of a crime which involved so many hu- 
man beings in misery, and brought others to an Ui4- 
iimely end But ^f this herealter. 

^ f * ' - • . 
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CHAPTER I\r, 



THE OPKN-BOAT KATIOATION* 

"The bnat is 'o\ver*d with all the haste of hate, 

Wiih na slight plank between thee and ih> fate; 

Her only cargo bucIi a scant supply' 

As pronnises the drath tbcir hands flenv 

And just enough of water and of bread 

To keep, «ome days, the dying fVoiir the dead ; 

Some cofdage, canvass, sails, and lines, aitd twnw^ 

But treasures all to herinirs of ihc brine, 

Were added after, to the farne«l prayer 

Of iho«H who Haw nr hope save «ea andahr; 

And laat, that trembling vasRal of the Pol^ 

The feeling comnaaa, NavigaUoo's aoul. 
» ♦ ♦ f * 

The launch is crowded with the fhithftll few 
That wait their ohief-a melanrhnly crew : 
Knt me remained reluctant on the deck 
Of thai proud vessel, now a moral wreck — 
And view'd their captain s fhte with piiecms eyes ; 
While others ncofTd his augur'd nuaertea, 
Sneer'd a the prnspeci of his pijrniy fsail, 
Aud ihe slight bark, so laden aud so frail." 

Christian had intended to send away his captain 
and associates in the cutter, and ordered that it 
should be hoisted out for that purpose, which was 
done — a small wretched boat, that could hold but 
eight or ten men at the most, with a very small ad- 
ditional weight ; and, what was still worse, she was 
80 worm-eaten and decayed, especiallyan the bot- 
tom planks, that the probability was, she would have 
gone down before she had proceeded a mile from the 
ship. In this ** rotten carcass of a boat," not unlike 
that into which Prospero and his lovely daughter 
were " hoist," 

''not Tlgg*d, 
Nor tackle, sail, nor mast ; tlarvtj ntM 
Jnatiuciively had qiut ii^" 
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did Christian intend to cast adrift his late commander 
and his eighteen innocent companions, or as many 
of them as she would stow* to find, as they inevi* 
tably must have found, a watery grave. 6ut the 
remonstrances of the master, boatswain, and carpen- 
ter prevailed on him to let those unfortunate men 
have the launch, into which nineteen persons were 
thrust, whose weight, together with that of the few 
articles they were permitted to take, brought down 
the boat so near to the water as to endanger her 
sinking with but a moderate swell of the sea — and to 
all human appearance, in no state to survive the 
length of voyage they were destined to perform over 
the wide ocean, but which they did most miracu- 
lously survive. 

The first consideration of Lieutenant Bligh and 
his eighteen unfortunate companions, on being cast 
adrift in their open boat, was to examine the state 
of their resources. The quantity of provisions 
which they found to have been thrown into the boat 
by some few kind-hearted messmates amounted to 
one hundred and fifty pounds of bread, sixteen pieces 
of pork, each weighing two pounds, six quarts of 
rum, six bottles of wine, with twenty-eight gallons 
of water, and four empt^ barricoes. Being so near 
to the island of Tofoa, it was resolved to seek there 
a supply of bread-fruit and water, to preserve if pos- 
sible the above-mentioned stock entire ; but after 
rowing along the coast, they discovered only some 
cocoanut-trees on the top of high precipices, from 
which, with much danger, owing to the surf, and 
great difficulty in climbing the cliffs, they succeeded 
in obtaining about twenty nuts. The second day 
they made excursions into the island, but without 
success. They met, however, with a few natives, 
who came down with them to the cove where the 
boat was lying; and others presently folio Aved. 
They made mquiries after the ship, and Bligh unfor- 
tunately advised they should say that the ship had 
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oyenet and sunk, and that they only were saved. The 
story might be innocent, but it was certainly indis- 
creet to put the people in possession of their de- 
fenceless situation ; however, they brought in small 
quantities of bread-fruit, plantains, and cocoaniitSy 
but little or no water could be procured. These 
supplies, scanty as they were, served to keep up the 
spirits of the men : " They no longer,** says Bligh, 
*'reg^arded me with those anxious looks which had 
constantly been directed towards me since we lost 
sight of the ship : eveiy countenance appeared to 
have a degree of cheerfulness, and they all seemed 
determined to do their best.** 

The numbers of the natives having so much in- 
creased as to line the whole beach, they began 
knocking stones togetlier, which was known to be 
the preparatory signal for an attack. With some 
difficulty, on account of the surf, our seamen suc- 
ceeded m getting the things that were on shore into 
the boat, together with all the men, except John 
Norton, quarter-master, who was casting off the 
stern-fast. The natives immediately rushed upon 
fins poor man, and actually^ stoned hun to death. A 
volley of stones was also discharged at the boat, and 
every one in it was more or less hurt. This induced 
the people to push out to sea with all the speed they 
were able to give to the launch, but to their sur- 
prise and alarm, several canoes filled with stones 
followed close after them and renewed the attack; 
against which, the only return the unfortunate men 
in the boat could make, was with the stones of the 
assailants that lodged in her, a species of warfare in 
which they were very inferior to the Indians. The 
only expeaient left was to tempt the enemy to desist 
from the pursuit, by throwing overboard some 
clothes, which fortunately induced the canoes to 
stop and pick them up ; and night coming on they 
returned to the shore, leavii^ the party in the boat 
to reflect on their unbappv situation* 
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The men now entreated their commander to take 
them towards home ; and on being told that no hope 
of relief could be entertained till they reached Timol"* 
a distance of full twelve hmidred leagues, they all 

readily agreed to be content with an allowance, 
which, on calculation of their resources, the com*- 
mander informed them would not exceed one ounce 
of bread and a quarter of a pint of water per day. 
Recommending them, therefore, in the most solemn 
manner, not to depart from their promise in this re* 
spect, " we bore away," says Blip^h, " across a sea 
where the navinration is but little known, in a small 
boat, twenty-three feet long from stem to stern, 
deeply laden with eighteen men. I was happy, how- 
eTer> to see that every one seemed better satisfied 
with our situation than myself. It was about eight 
O'clock at ni^ht on the 2d May when we bore away 
nnder a reefed lug^foresail ; and havingr divided the 
people into watches, and got the boat into a little 
order, we returned thanks to God for our miraculous 
preservation, and Id fldl confidence of his gracious 
support^ I found my mind more at ease than it had 
been for some time past.*' 

At daybreak on the 3d, the forlorn and almost 
hopeless navigators saw with alarm the sun to rise 
fiery and red, — a sure indication of a severe ^ale of 
wind; and accordingly, at eight o'clock it blew a 
violent storm, and the sea ran so very high, that the 
sail was becalmed when between the seas, and too 
much to have set when on the top of the sea ; yet it 
is stated that they could not venture to take it in« 
as ttiey were in very imminent danger and distress, 
the sea curling over the stern of the boat, and 
^ obliging them to bale with all their might. A situa* 
' tion," observes the commander, ^ more distressing 
has perhaps, seldom been experienced*" 

Tne bread, being in Dags, was in the greatest dan* 
ger of being spoiled by the wet, the consequence of 
whichi if not preventedi must have been fatal, as the 
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whole party would ifievitably be starved to deaths if 
they enould fortunately escape the fury of the 
waves. It was determiuedi therefore» that all super* 
fiuous clothesf with some rope and spare safls* 
should be thrown overboard, by which the boat was 
considerablv lightened* The carpenter's tool^ehest 
was cleared) and the tools stowed in the bottom of 
the boat, and the bread secured In the chest* All 
the people being thoroughly wet and cold, a tea- 
spoonful of rum was served out to each person, with 
a quarter of a bread-fruit, which is stated to have 
been scarcely eatable, for dinner; Bhgh having de- 
termined to preserve sacredly, and at the peril of his 
life, the engr?.srement they entered into, and to make 
their small stock of provisions last eight weeksi let 
the daily proportion be ever so small. 

The sea contiiniincr to run even hii^her than in the 
morning, the fatigue of bailing became very great | 
the boat was necessarily kept before the sea« The 
men were constantly wet, tne night very cold, and 
at davlight their limbs were so benumbed that they 
could scarcely find the use of them* At this time a 
tea-spoonful of rum served out to each person was 
founa of {treat benefit to all* Five small cocoanuts 
were distributed for dinner, and every one was satis- 
fied; and in the evening a few broken pieces of 
bread*fruit were served for supper, after which 
prayers were performed. 

On the night of the 4th and morning of the 5th 
the gale had abated ; the first step to be taken was 
to examine the state of the bread, a great part of 
which was found to be damaged and rotten— -but 
even this wais carefully preserved for use. The boat 
was now running among some islands, but after their 
reception at Tofoa, they did not venture to land. On 
the 6th they still continued to see islands at a dis* 
tance ; and this day, for the first time, they hooked 
a fisht to their great joy ; but," says the commander, 
we were miserably disappointed by its being lost i& 
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trying to get it into the boat.** In the evening each 
person had m ounce of the damaged bread, and a 
quarter of a pmt of water for supper. 
Lieutenant Dligh obsenresi ^ It mtiII readily be 8up« 

gised our lodgings were very miserable, and con« 
led for want of room but he endeavoured to 
remedy the latter defect by putting themselves at 
watch and watch; so that one half always sat up* 
while the other lay down on the boat's bottom, or 
upon a cliest, but with nothing to cover them ex- 
cept the heavens. Their limbs, he says, were dread- 
fully cramped, for they could not stretch them out; 
and the nights were so cold, and they were so con- 
fit antly wet, that after a few hours' sleep, they were 
scarcely able to move. At dawn of day on the 7th, 
bem? very wet and cold, be says, " I served aspooQ« 
^ul of rum and a morsel of bread for breakfast." 

In the course of this day they passed close to 
some rocky isles, from which two larg-e sailing- 
canoes came swiftly after them, but in the afternoon 
gave over the chase. They were of the same con« 
striiction as those of the Friondly Islandst and t/* 
land seen for the last two dajs vraa supposed to bt 
the Pejee Islands. But being constantly wet# Bligh 
says, *^ It is with the utmost difficulty I can open a 
book to wiitet and I feel truly sensible I can do no 
mora than point out where these lands are to^ be 
found, and give some idea of theur extent.** Heavy 
rahi came on in the afternoon, when every person in 
the boat did his utmost to catch some wi^, and 
thus succeeded in increasing their stock to thirty- 
four gallons, besides quenching their thirst for the 
first time thevhad been able to do so since they had 
been at sea : but it seems an attendant consequence 
of the heavy rain caused them to pass the night very 
miserably ; for being extremely wet, and having no 
diy things to shift or cover themselves, they expe- 
rienced cold and shiverings scarcely to be conceived. 
On the 8th« the allowance issued was an ounce smd 

I 



Digiii^cu 



08 VfidB DPfiK-BOAT KAmATIOH. 



a half of |K)rk, a tea-spoonful of runi) half a pint ot 
cocoanul mOk, and an ounce of bread. The ruiDf 
Uiough 80 small in quantity, is stated to have be€n 
of the glreatest service. In the afternoon they were 
employed in cleaning out the boat, which occupied 
them nntfi snnset before the^ got every thing dry 
and in order* Hitherto^** Bhgh says, I had issued 
the allowance by guess, but I now made a pair of 
scales with two cocoanut shells \ and having acci*- 
dentally some pistol-balls in the boat, twenty-five of 
which weighed one pound, or sixteen ounces, I 
adopted one of these balls as the proportion of 
weight that each person should receive of bread at 
the time^ I served it. I also amused all hands with 
describing the situations of New-Guinea and New- 
Holland, and gave them every information in my 
power, that in case any accident should happen to 
me, those who survived might have some idea of 
what they were about, and be able to find their way 
to Timor, which at present they knew nothing of 
more than the name, and some not even that. At 
night I served a quarter of a pint of water and half 
an ounce of bread for supper. 

On the morning of the 9th, a Quarter of a pint of 
cocoanut milk and some of the aecayed bread were 
served for breakfast ; and for dinner, the kernels of 
ibur cocoanutSi with the remainder of the rotten 
bread, which, he says, was eatable only by such dis* 
tressed people as themselves. A storm of thunder 
and ligntning gave them about twenty gallons of 
water. " Being miserably wet and cold, I served to 
the people a tea-spoonful of rum each, to enable 
them to bear with their distressing situation. The 
weather continued extremely bad) and the wind in- 
creased ; we spent a very miserable night, without 
sleep, except such as could be got in the midst of 
rain.^ 

The following day, the 10th, brought no relief, 
ea^cept that of its light* The sea broke over the 
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boat so much, that two men were kept constantly 
bailing^; and it was necessary to keep the boat before 
the waves for fear of its filHng* The allowance 
now served regularly to each person was one 
twenty-fifth part of a pound of bread and a quarter 
of a pint of water, at eight in the morning, at noon» 
and at sunset To-day was added about half an 
ounce of pork for dinner, which, though any mode- 
rate person would have considered only as a 
mouthful, was divided into three or four. 

The morning of the 11th did not improve. "At 
daybreak I served to every person a tea-spoonful of 
rum, our limbs being so much cramped that we eouid 
Kciircely move them. Our situation was now ex- 
tremely dangerous, the sea frequently running over 
our stern, which kept us bailing w itli all our strength. 
At noon the sun appeared, which gave us as much 
pleasure as is felt when it shows itself on a winter's 
day in En inland. 

" In the evening of the 12th it still rained hard, 
and we again experienced a dreadful night. At 
length the day came, and showed a miserable set of 
beings, full of wants, without any thing to relieve 
them. Some complained of great pain in their 
bowels, and every one of having almost lost the use 
of his limbs. The little sleep we got was in no way 
refreshing, as we were constantly covered with the 
sea and rain. The weather contmuingt and no sun 
aflbrding the least prospect of getting our clothes 
dried, I recommended to every one to strip and 
wring them through the sea-water, by which means 
they received a warmth that, while wet with rain* 
water, they could not have.^ The shipping of seas 
and constant baiHng continued ; and though the men 
were shivering with wet and cold, the commander 
was under the necessity of inforniintr them, that he 
could no longer afTord them the conifort they had 
derived from t?he tea-spoonful of rum. 

On the 13th and 14th th^ s;tormy weather and 
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heavy sea continued unabated, and on tiiese days 
they saw distant land, and passed several islands. 
The sight of these islands, it may well be supposed, 
served only to increase the misery of their situation. 
They were as men very little better than starving* 
with plenty in their view; yet, to attempt procuring 
any relief was considered to be attended with so 
much danger, thai Uie prolongation of life, even in 
the midst of misery, was thought preferable, while 
there remained hopes of being able to^ surmount 
their hardships. 

The whole day and night of the 15th were still 
rainy; the latter was dark, not a star to be seen by 
which the steerage could be directed, and the sea 
was continually hreaking over the boat. On the 
next day, the 16th, was issued for dinner an ounce 
of s^lt pork, in addition to their miserable allowance 
of one twenty-fifth part of a pound of bread. The 
night was again truly horrible, with storms of 
thunder, lightning, and rain ; not a star visible, so 
that the steerage was quite uncertain. 

On the morning of the 17th, at dawn of day, "1 
found," says the commander, " every person com- 
plaining, and some of them solicited extra allowance, 
which 1 positively refused. Our situation was 
miserable ; always wet, and suffering extreme cold 
in the night, without the least shelter from the 
weather. The little rum we had was of the greatest 
service : when our nights wTre particularly distress- 
ing, I generally served a tea-spoonful or two to 
each person, and it was always joyful tidings when 
they heard of my intentions. The night was again 
a dark and dismal one, the sea constantly breaking 
over U89 and nothing but the wind and waves to 
direct our steerage. It was my intention, if pos- 
sible, to make the coast of New-Holland to the 
southward of Endeavour Straits, being sensible that 
it was necessary to preserve such a situation as 
would mdce a southerly wind a fair one; tliat we 
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mi[z;ht rani^e alonc^ the reefs till an openini»- sTioulflbe 
found into smooth water, and we the sooner be able 
to pick up some refreshments." 

On the I8th the rain abated, when, at their com* 
mander's recommendation, they all stripped and 
wrung their clothes through the sea^water, from 
which, as usual, they derived much warmth and re- 
freshment; but every one complained of violent 
pains in their bones. At night the heavy rain re- 
commenced, with severe lightning, which obliged 
them to keep bailing without intermission. The 
same weather continued through the 19th and 90th; 
the rain constant — at times a deluge — ^the men al- 
ways bailing; the commander, too, found it neces- 
sary to issue for dinner only half an ounce of pork. 

At dawn of day, Lieutenant Bli<?h states, that 
some of his people seemed half-dead ; t hat tlieir ap- 
pearances were horrible; "and I could look," says 
ne, " no way, but I caught the eye of some one in 
distress. Extreme hunger was now too evident, but 
no one suffered from thirst, nor had we much incli- 
natioii to drink, that desire perhaps hcin^ satisfied 
thr()u^:h the skin. The littlu sleep we got was in 
the midst of water, and we constantly awoke with 
sevt^re cramps and pains in our bones. At noon the 
sun broke out and revivf^d every one. 

** During the whole of the afternoon of the 21st 
we were so covered with rain and salt water, that 
we could scarcely see. We suffered extreme cold, 
and every one dreaded the approach of night. 
Sleep, though we longed for it, afforded no comfort; 
for my own part, I almost lived without it. On the 
92d our situation ^as extremely calamitous. We 
were obliged to take the course of the sea, running 
right before it, and watching with the utmost care, 
as the least error in the helm would in a moment 
have been our destniction. It continued thrniigh 
the day to blow hard, and the foam of the sea kept 
running over our stern and quarters. 

. 19 
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^ The misery we suffered this night exceeded the 
preceding* The sea flew over us with great lorce, 
and kept us bailing with horror and anxiety. At 
dawn of day I found every one in a most distressed 
condition, and I began to fear that another such 
night would put an end to the lives of several, who 
seemed no longer able to support their sufferings 
I served an allowance of two tea-spoonfuls of rum; 
after drinking which, and havinpf wrung our clothes 
and taken our breakfaiit of bread and water, we be- 
came a little refreshed, 

** On the evenino^ of the 24th, the wind moderated 
and the weather iooked much better, which rejoiced 
all hands, so that they ate their scanty allowance 
with more satisfciction than for some time past. 
The night also was fair ; but being always wet with 
the sea, we suffered much from the cold* I had the 
pleasure to see a fine morning produce some cheerful 
eountenances ; and for the first time during the last 
fifteen days we experienced comfort from the 
warmth of the sun. We stripped and hung up our 
clothes to dry, which were by this time become so 
threadbare, that they could not keep out either wet 
or cold. In the afternoon we had many birds about 
us, which are never seen far from laud, such as 
boobies and noddies. 

As the sea now began to run fair, and the boat 
shipped but Uttle water, Lieutenant Bligfh took the 
opportunity to examine into the state of their 
bread ; and it was found that, according to the pres- 
ent mode of living, there was a sufficient quantity 
remaining for twenty-nine day s^ allowance, by which 
time there was e^ ery reason to expect ihey would 
be able lo reach Timor. But as this was still un- 
certain, and it was possible that, after all, they might 
be obliged to go to Java, it was determined to pro- 
portion the allowance, so as to make the stock hold 
out six weeks. **I was apprehensive," he says, 
*• that this would be ill received, aiid that it would 
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tequlre my utmost resolution to enforce it; for, 
sinaU as the quantity was which I intended to take 
away for our future good, yet it might appear to my 
people like robbing them of life ; and some who 
were less patient than their companions, I expected 
would very ill brook it. However, on my repre* 
eenting the necessity of guarding against delays that 
might be occasioned by contrary winds, or other 
causes, and promising to enlarge upon the allowance 
as we got on, they cheerfully agreed to my pro» 
posal.** It was accordingly settled that every person 
should receive one twenty-fifth pan of a pound of 
bread for breakfast, and the same quantity for dinner 
as usual, but that the proportion for supper should 
be discontinued ; this arrangement left them forty* 
three days' consumption. 

On the 25th, about noon, some noddies came so 
near to the boat that one of them was caught by 
hand. This bird was about the size of a small pigeon. 
'* I divided it," says Bligh, " with its entrails, into 
eighteen portions, and by a well-known method at 
sea, of * VVh(? shall have this ?'* it was distributed, 
with the allowance of bread and water for dinner, 
and eaten up, bones and all, with salt water for sauce. 
In the evening, several boobies ftying near to us, we 
had the good fortune to catch one of them. This 
bird is as large as a duck. They are the most 
presumptive proof of being near land of any sea« 
fiowl we are acquainted with. I directed the bird to 
be killed for supper, and the blood to be given to 
three of the people who were the most distressed 
for want of food. The body, with the entrails* beak, 
and feet, I divided into eighteen shares, and with the 
allowance of bread, which I made a merit of 

* One perwMi turn W« back on the ohjaet tlMt in to be divided; 
tnother ihen points sppj^rately to the portioTjs, at each of thHm a<»kin^ 
mloatl, Who Hhatl have this lo which the fir»t anfiwera hy naming 
floinebody. This impartial methoil of dintributlon $\rm every marf «a 
tqvftl chance of the best 8hare. Bl iffh used to ftpeak of the ereat amui« 
ttittt tJie iiocr people hod at the b ak and claws Odiiog to bis share. 
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. granting, we made a good supper compared vvitn occr 
usual fare. 

" On the next day, the 26th, we caught anothef 
booby, 80 that Providence appeared to be relieving 
our wants in an extraoidinary manner. The people 
were overjoyed at this addidon to thehr dinner, 
which was distributed in the same manner as on the 
preceding evening; gi\nng the blood to those who 
were the most in want of food. To make the bread 
a little savoury, most of the men frequently dipped 
it in salt water, but I generally broke mine into 
small pieces, and ate it in my allowance of water, 
out of a cocoanut shell, with a spoon ; economically 
avoiding to take too lar^e a piece at a time, so that I 
was as long at dinner as if itliad been a much more 
plentiful meal.^ 
The weather was now serene, which, neverthe- 
. less, was not without its inconveniences, for, it 
appears, they began to feel distress of a di^rent 
kind from that' which they had hitherto been accus- 
tomed to suffer* The heat of the sun was now so 
powerfid, that several of the people were seized 
with a languor and faintness, which ma<1e life indif* 
ferent But the little circumstance of catching two 
boobies in the evening, trifling as it may appear, had 
the effect of raising their spirits. The stomachs of 
these birds contained several flying-fish, and small 
cuttle-fish, all of which were c mefully saved to be 
divided for dinner the next day; which were ac- 
cordindy divided, with their entrails and the con- 
tents of their maws, into eighteen portions, and, as 
the prize was a very valuable one, it was distributed 
as before, by calling out, " Who ahaU have /At*?'*— * 
**so that to-day»" says the lieutenant* **^with the- 
usual allowance of bread at breakfast and at dinner, 
I was happy to see that every person thought he 
had feastea.'^ From the appearance of the clouds' 
in the evenings, Mr. Bligh had no doubt they were 
then near the laiid«and theDeople amused themselves. 
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'With conversing on the probability of what they 
would meet wim on it 
Accordingly, at one in the morning of the 28th, 

the person at the helm heard the sound of breakers. 
It was the "barrier reef" which runs along tlie 
eastern coast of New-Holland, through which it 
now became the anxious object to discover a pas- 
sa^-e ; Mn Bligh says this was now become abso- 
lutely necessary, without a moment's loss of time. 
The idea of getting into smooth water and finding 
refreshments kept up the people^s spirits. The sea 
broke fiirioualy over the reef in every part; within, 
the water was so smooth and calm that every man 
already anticipated the heartfelt satisfaction he was 
about to receive, as soon as he should have passed 
the barrier. At length a break in the reef was dis- 
covered, a quarter of a mile in width, and through 
this the boat rapidly passed with a strong stream 
runningto the westward, and came immediatel}' into 
smooth water, and ail the past hardships seemed at 
once to be forgotten. 

They now returned thanks to God for his generous 
protection, and with much content took their misera- 
ble allowance of the twenty-fifth part of a pound of 
bread and a quarter of a pint of water for dinner. 

The coast now began to show itself very distinctly, 
and in the evening they landed on the sandy point 
of aaisland, when it was soon discovered there were 
oysters on the rocks, it being low water. The party 
sent out to reconnoitre returned highly rejoiced at 
having found plenty of oysters and Irosh water. By 
help of a small magnifying glass a fire was made, 
and among the things that had been thrown into the 
boat was a tinderbox and a piece of brimstone, so 
that in future they had the ready means of making a 
fire. One of the men, too, had been so provident as 
to bring away with him from the ship a copper-pot ; 
and thus with a mixture of oysters, bread, and pork, 
a stew was madCi of which each person received a 
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full pint. It is remarked that the oysters grew so 
fast to the rocks, that it was with great difliculty 
they could be broken off ; but they at length dis- 
covered it to be the most expeditious way to open 
them where they were fixed. 

The general complaints among the people were a 
dizziness in the head, great weakness in the joints, 
and violent tenesmus, but none of them are stated 
to have been alarming ; and notwithstanding theii 
sufferings from cold and hunger, all of them retained 
marks of strength. Mr. Bligh had cautioned thera 
not to touch any kind of berry or fruit that they 
might find ; yet it appears they were no sooner out 
of sight than they began to make free with three 
different kinds that grew all over the island, eating 
without any reserve. The symptoms of having eaten 
too much began at last to frighten some of them ; 
they fancied they were all poisoned, and regarded 
each other with the strongest marks of appreherv- 
sion, uncertain what might be the issue of their im- 
prudence : fortunately the fruit proved to be whole- 
some and good. 

"This day (29th May) being,** says Lieutenant 
Bligh, " the anniversary' of the restoration of King 
Charles 11., and the name not being inapplicable to 
our present situation (for we were restored to fresh 
life and strength), I named this * Restoration Island;' 
for I thought it probable that Captain Cook might 
not have taken notice of it." 

With oysters and palm-tops stewed together the 
people now made excellent meals, without con 
suming any of their bread. In the morning of the 
30th Mr. Bligh saw with great dolight a visible 
alteration in the men for the belter, and he sent thera 
away to gather oysters, in order to carry a stock of 
them to sea, for he determined to put oif again that 
evening. They also procured fresh water, and filled 
all their vessels to the amount of nearly sixty gal- 
lons. On examining the bread, it was found there 
still remained about thirty-eii^ht days' allowance^ 
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Being now ready for seay every person was or« 
. tiered to attend prayers ^ but just as they were em- 
barking) about twenty naked savages made their ap- 
pearancej running and hallooing, and beckoning the 
strangers to come to them ; but as each was armed 
with a spear or lance, it was thought prudent to 
hold no communication with them. They now pro- 
ceeded to tlie northward, luiviiiL^ the continent on 
their left, aiid several islands and reefs on tlicir right. 

On the 3l8t they landed on one of these islands, 
to which was given the name of " Sunday.'* I 
sent out two parties," says Bligh, ** one to the norths 
ward and the other to the southward, to seek for 
supplies, and others I ordered to stay by the boat. 
On this occasion fatigue and weakness so far got the 
better of their sense of duty, that some of the people 
expressed their discontent at havmg worked harder 
than their companions, and declared that they would 
rather be without their dinner than go in search of 
it. One person in particular went* so far as to tell 
me with a mutinous iook^ that he was as good a man 
as myself. It was not possible for one to judge 
. where this might have an end, if not stopped in time; 
to prevent, therefore^ such disputes in future, I deter* 
mined either to preserve my command or die in the 
attempt ; and sei^ring a cutlass, I ordered him to lay 
bold of another and defend himself; on which he 
called out that I was ^oing to kill him, and imme* 
diately made concessions. ^ I did not allow this to 
interfere further with the harmony of the boat's 
crew, and every thing soon became qiiiet." 

On this island they obtained oysters, and clams, 
and dogfish ; also a small bean, which Nelson, the 
botanist, pronounced to be a species of dolichos. On 
the 1st of June they stopped in the midst of some 
sandy islands, such as are known by the name of 
keys, where they procured a few clams and beans. 
Here Nelson was taken very ill with a violent heat 
in his bowelSi a loss of sight, great thirst, and an in 
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ability to walk. A little wine, which had careftilly 
been saved, with some pieces of bread soaked in it* 
was given to him in small quantitiest and he soon 
began to recover. The boatswain and carpenter 
were also ill, and complained of headache and sick- 
ness of the stomach. Others became shocliingly 
distressed with tenesmus ; in fact» there were few 
without complaints* 

A party was sent out by night to catch birds; 
they returned with only twelve noddies, but it is 
stated, that had it not been for the folly and obsti* 
nacy of one of the party, who separated from the 
others aTid disturben the birds, a great many more 
mUjht have been taken. The offender was Robert 
Lamb, who acknowledged, when he eot to Java, 
that he had that night eaten nine raw^ birds, after, he 
separated from his two companions. The birds, 
with a few clams, were the whole of the supplies 
afforded at these small islands. 

On the 3d of June, after passing several keys and 
islands, and doubling Cape York, the north-eastern- 
most point of New-Holland, at eight in the evening 
the httle boat and her brnre crew once more launched 
into the open ocean. Miserable,'* says Lieutenant 
Bligh, as OUT situation was in everv respecV 1 was 
secretly surprised to see that it did not appear to 
affect anyone so strongly as myself; on the con- 
trary, it seemed as if they had embarked on a voy« 
age to Timor in a vessel sufficiently calculated for 
safety and convenience. So much confidence gave 
me ^at pleasure, and I may venture to assert that 
to tms cause our preservation is chiefly to be attri* 
buted. I encouraged every one with hopes that 
eight or ten days would bring tis to a land of safety ; 
and, after praying to God for a continuance of his 
most gracious protection, T served out an allowance 
of water for supper, and dit(^ted our course to the 
west-sonth-west. f^-.-v.*^* ^\ 

** We had bej^ just sue d^ya on the coast of New a 
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Holland^ in the course of which we found oysters, 
a few clams, some birds, and water. But a benefit 
probably not less than this was that of being re* 
lieyed from the fatigue of sitting constantly in the 
boatf and eiyoying good rest at night. These ad* 
vantages eertamly preserved our lives ; and small as 
the supply was, I am very sensible' how much it al* 
leviated onr distresses. Befoie this time nature must 
have sunk under the extremes of hunger and fatigue. 
Even in our present situation^ we were most de- 
plorable objects, but the hopes of a speedy relief 
kept up our spirits. For my own part, incredible as 
it may appear, I felt neither extreme hunger nor 
thirst. My allowance contented me, knowing that 
I could have no more.** In his manuscript journal, 
he adds, This, perhaps, does not permit me to be 
a proper judge on a story of miserable people like us 
being at last driven to the necessity of aestro3dng 
one another for food; but, if I may be allowed, I 
deny the fact in its greatest extent. I say, I do not 
bdieve that amonff us snch a thing could happen^f 
hot death through famine would.be received'ki^fh^ 
same way as any mortal disease.*** '^^^ ff')*!i(7/ 
On the 5th a booby was caught by the hand, th^'' 
blood of which was divided among three of the 
men who were weakest, and the bird kept for next^ 
day's dinner; and on the evening of ihe6tH -the ali; 
lowance for supper was recommenced^' aoi^^ding to> 
a promise made when it had been distontinued-^ 
On the 7th, after a miserably wet and cold hight;^ 
nothing more could be affomed ' than) the ^iial al-^ 
lowance for breakfint^ but>hb>4in&eir/^db^i;^ 

*If Blighhere n^t.to d^v th^j^U^ 
gtroyingeach otber lbt%eM»Mrir^p^^ 

taken. The fiict vn»hm itiB well esc ibliabMy Btnd' to; a ffim exceiit; 6W 
tbe rad of the Frepi^^igfU^ Jff^^, when^iifref^ ea the coast 6f 



Africa, and also on* t^>bck W tMeMadUcm^^ 
iKgatowaaloat. Tb«re ]£lf^?9ilM(a^ 
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had the luxury of an ounce of dried clams, which 
consumed all that remained. The sea was running 
high and breaking over the boat the whole of this 
day. Mr. Ledward, the surgeon, and Lawrence Le- 
bogne, an old hardy seaman, appeared to be giving 
way very fast. No other assistance could be given 
to them than a tea-spoonful or two of wine, that had 
been carefully saved for such a melancholy occasion^ 
which was not at all unexpected. 

On the 8th the weather was more moderate, and 
a small dolphin was cauc^ht, which gave about two 
ounces to each man: in the night it again blew 
strong, the. boat shipped much water, and they all 
suffered greatly from wet and cold. The surgeoa 
and Lebogue still continued very iU* and the only 
relief that could be afforded them was a small quan* 
Uty of wine, and encouraging them with the hope 
that a very few days more, at the rate they were, 
then Bailing, would bring them to Timor. 

*^ In the morning of the 10th, after a very comfort^ 
less night, there was a visible alteration for the 
worse,** says' Mr* Bligh, **in many of the people, 
which gave me great apprehensions. An extreme 
weakness, swelled legs, hollow and ghastly counte- 
nances, a more than common inclination to sleep, 
with an apparent debility of understanding, seemed 
to me the melancholy presages of an approaching 
dissolution. The surgeon and Lebogue, in particu- 
lar, were most miserable objects. I occasionally 
gave them a few tea-spoonfuls of wine out of the 
Bttle that remained, which greatly assisted them. 
The hopes of being able to accomplish the voyage 
was our principal sui)port. The boatswain very in- 
nocently told me that he really thought I looked 
worse than any in the boat. The simplicity with 
which he uttered such an opinion amused me, and I 
returned him a better compliment.** 

On the 11th Lieutenant Bligh announced to his 
wretched companions that he had no doubt they. )iad 
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now passed the meridian of the eastern part of 
Timor, a piece of intelligence that diffused univei^al 
joy and satisfaction. Accordingly, at three in the 
morning of the following day Timor was discovered 
at the distance only of. two leagues from the shore. 

"It is not possible for me," says this experienced 
nav^ator, to describe the pleasure which the 
bleasing of the si^ht of this land diffused among us. 
It appeared scarcely credible to ourselvest that in 
an open boat, and so poorly provided, we should 
have been able to reach the coast of Timor in forty- 
one days after leavingTofoa, having in that time run 
by our log a distance of three thousand six hundred 
and eighteen nautical miles ; and that,notwithstand' 
ing our extreme distress, no one should have perished 
in the voyage.** 

On Sunday the 14th they came safely to anchor in 
Coupanf^ Bay, where they were received with every 
mark of kindness, hospitality, and humanity. The 
houses of the principal people were thrown open for 
their reception. The poor sufferers when landed 
were scarcely able to walk ; their condition is de- 
acribed as most deplorable. " The abilities of a 
painter could rarely, perhaps, have been displayed to 
more advantage than in the delineation of the two 
groups of figures which at this time presented them- 
selves to each other. An indifferent spectator, if 
such could be found, would have been at a loss which 
most to admire, the eyes of famine sparkUng at im- 
mediate relief, or the horror of their preservers at 
the sight of so many spectres, whose ghastly counte* 
nances, if tlie cause had been unknown, would rather 
have excited terror than pity. Our bodies were 
nothing but skin and bones, our Umbs were full of 
sores, and we were clothed in rags; in this con- 
dition, with the tears of joy and gratitude flowing 
down our cheeks, the people of Timor beheld us 
with a mixture of horror, surprise, and pity. 

^ When**' continues the commander, ^ I reflect 
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how proTidentially our li^es were saved at Tofba^ 

by the Indians delaying their attack;* and that, with 
scarcely any thing to support life, we crossed a sea 
of more iliaii twelve hundred leagues, without shel- 
ter from the inclemency of the weather; when I 
reflect that in an open boat, with so much stormy * 
weather, we escaped foundering, that not any of us 
were taken off by disease, that we had the great good 
fortune to pass the unfriendly natives of other coun- 
tries without accident, and at last to meet with the 
moat friendly a2id best of people to relieve our dis- 
tressee-^I say, when I reflect on all these wonderful 
escapes, the remembrance of such great mercies 
enables me to bear widi resignation and cheerfulness 
the failure of an expedition, the success of which I 
had so much at heart, and which was frustrated at a 
time when I was congratulating myself on the fairest 
prospect of being able to complete it in a manner 
that would fully have answered the intention of his 
majesty and the humane promoters of so beuevo- 
lent a plan.** 

Having recruited tlieir strength by a residence of 
two months amonp: tlie friendly inhabitants of Cou- 
pang, they proceeded to the westward on the 90th 
August in a small schooner, which was purchased 
and armed for the purpose, and arrived on the 1st 
October in Batavia Roald, where Mr. Bligh embarked 
in a Dutch packet, and was landed on the Isle of 
Wight on the 14th of March, 1700. The rest of the 
people had passages provided for them in ships of 
the Dutch East India Company, then about to sail 
for Europe. All of them, however, did not survive 
to reach England. Nelson, the botanist, died at 
Coupang; Mr. Elphinstone, master's mate, Peter 
Linkletter and Thomas Hall, seamen, died at Ba- 
tavia; Robert Lamb, seaman (the booby-eater), died 
on the passage ; and Mr. Ledward, the surereon, 
was left behind, and not afterward heard of. These 
aiXf with John Morton, who was stoned to death* leA 
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twelve of the nineteen, forced by the mutineers into 
the launch, to survive the difficulties and dangers of 
this unparalleled voyage, and to revisit their native 
country. With great truth might Bligh exclaim with 
the poeti ^ ^ 

" 'TIS mine to tell their tale of grieC 

Their constant peril and their scant relief; 
Ttieir days of danger, and their ni^ts of pain ; 
Their manly courage, e'en when deemM in Tain; 
The sapping famine, rendering scarce aaoa 
Known lo hia mother in the skeleton ; 
Tbo nis ttM leraen^d atfll tbcdr little Mors, 
And starved e*en bonger till he wrung no more; 
The varymg frowns ami favours of the deep, 
That now almost ingulphs, then leaves to creep 
With craty oar and etaatler^) atrength along 
The tide, that yields reluctant to fheatrong ; 
Th* incessant f.'ver of that arid ihir>fl 
H^hich welcomes, as a well, the clouds that buret 
Above their naked hones, and feels delight 
In the cold drenching of the aiormy night, 
And fVom the outspread canvass gladly wring! 
A drop to moisten life's all gaspiiii; springs , 
Th ■ savage foe escaped, to seek again 
More hoHpitable shelter from the inain ; 
The ghastly spectres which were doom*d atlaat 
To tell as true a tale of dangers |>ast, 
As ever the dark annals of the deep 
Pladosed Ihr man lo dnad or woman weep?* 

It is impossible not fully to accord with Bligh 
when he says, Thus happily ended, through the 
assistance of Divine Providence, without accident, 
a voyage of the most extraordinary nature that ever 
happened iu the world,*' let it be taken either ia its 

* The escape of the Centanr^a boar, perhaps, comes nearest to it. 
When the Centaur was sinkmg. Captain Inglefleld and eleven otbeia, 

in a small leaky boat, five feet broad, with otie of the gunwales stove, 
nearly in the middle oi' the Western Ocean, without com|Miss. without 
quadrant, without sail, without great-coat or clonk all very thinly 
oothed. in a gale of wind, with a great sea ranninf(, and the winter fhst 
approaching,— the aun and slHrs, by which alone rhey could shape their 
course, sometimes hidden for twenty-four hours; -these unhappy men, 
In this destitute and hopeless condition, had to brave the billows of the 
Mormy Atlantic fbr nearly a thousand miles. A blanket, which waa 
by accident in the boat, serveil as a sail, and with this they scudded bc- 
<bre the wind, in expectation of bfinjr swallowed up by every wave: 
With £rea( diiilcuUy the boat was cleared of wf.ier be(bre the retura or 
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extent, doraUon, or the wmt of eveiy neeesBary of 

life.'* We may go further, and say it is imppBsible 

fhe next grett sea ; all of tlie people wm Iwlf-dniwned, md ritltiif, 

except the bailers, at the bottom of the boat. On quitting the ship the 
distance of Fayal was two bundred and aixty leagvea, or abo«t nine 
hundred English miles. 

Their proviaiona wara a baf of bread, a amall bam, a single pieca of 
pork, two quart bottles of water, and a few of French cordials. One 
DiRcuit, divided into twelve morsels, was served for breakfast, and the 
same for dinner ; the neck of a bottle broken off, with the cork in, sup- 
plied the place of a gla^s ; and thia fliled with water waa thaallowanoa 
Ibr twenty-four boors for each man. 

On the fifteenth day they had only one day^s brtad and on« bottle 
of watei' remaining of a second supply of rain : on this day Matthews, a 
quarter-master, .beatomaat man in tbe boat, periabed of hunger and com. 
This poor man, on the day before, bad complained of inmikot atrengtb 
in his throat, as he expressed it, to swaliow his morsel; and in the 
night drank salt-water, grew delirious, and died witbaot a groan. 
Hltbano despair and gloom bad been aiiecoasftally prerented, tbe meo» 
urban the evenings clewed in. having been encouraged by tuma to aing 
a song, or relate a story, instead of a aapper : " but,*' says the captain, 

this evening I found it impossible to raise either.'' l*he captain had 
directed the clothes to be taken (torn tbe corpse of Matfbews and giren 
foaome of the men who were periahing with cold ; bnt the abocking 
akeleton-like ap()earance of his remains made such an impression on the 
people, that all efforts to raise their spirits were ineflectoal On the 
Ibllowing day, the sixteenth, their last hreakf st was served with the 
bread and water remaining, when John Gregory, the qaaner-maatar, 
declared with much confidence that he aaw land in the aoatb«aaal^ 
which turned out lo be Fayal. 

But the most extraordinary /erotq^navig-af ion is that which ia related 
(on good authority) in m note of tbe Quarterly Jlevwio, vol. ztUL p. 
fc? f39:— 

Of all the feats of navigation on record, however, that of Diogo Bo- 
telho Perreira. in the early period of 1536 7, stands pre-eminent ; it ia 
extrncted from the volumino us l>ecad«R of Diogo de Couio,wliOBawoit^ 
though abounding with much curious matter. like those of most of the 
old Portuguese writers, has not been fortunate enoufih to obtain an 
English translation. We are indebted to a fViend fur pointing it out to 
us, and we conceive it will b«t read with interest. 

**In the lime of the viceroyalty of Don Francisco de Almeyda there 
was a young genlleman in India o( iht^ name of Dingo Botelho Perreira, 
son of the commander of Cochin, who educated him with great care, so 
^at be aoon became akilled In the art oT navigation, and an adept in tba 
construction ol marine charts. As he grew up, he felt anxious lo visit 
Portugal, where, on his arrival, he was well received at court, and the 
king took pleasure in conversing with him on those subjects which had 
been tbe partiealar objeeia of hia aiadlea. Confidant of bla own talenta, 
and presunung on the fovour with which the kinj; always treated hitn, 
be ventured one day to request his majesty lo appoint him commander 
of the fortress of Chaul. Tbe king siiuledat his request, and replied, 
lhat * the commend tki /ortreMt was not for vUotaJ Botalbo waa 
plquad at thii anawtfr, ana on zatttmiog into thie antaebaiiibar, vii 
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to read this extraordinary and unparalleled voyage 
without bestowing the meed of unqualified praise on 

net Ixy Don Antonto Nortmlm, neeond ton oTttae MUnti^ ofViUa R0d« 

who aaked him if bis suit had been grafted : he answered, :^ir. I will 
apply where my suit will noi bo neglected." When this answer came 
to the ears of the king, he Immediately ordered Botelho to be confined 
In the eastleoT Llabon, iMt he sbooM follow the eiampie oTMegelbaeiM, 
and sn over to Spain. There he remained a prisoner until the admiral- 
viceroy, Don Vasco da Gama« solicited his release, and was pertintied 
to take him to India ; but on the express condiiioa tliat be should not 
feturn to Portngal, except by speeial permiaelon. Under these on* 
pleasant circumsianre<«i this genilemaii proceeded to India, anxlouR for 
an opportunity of distingiusbing Uimeelf, thai he might be perinitted 
again to visit Portugal. 

It happened about this time that the Snltan Badur, sofereign of 
Cambaya, gave the governor, Nuno da Cunha, permission to erect a 
fortress on the island of Diu,— an object long and anxiously wished for, 
aa being of the greatest importaiioe to the security uf the Portugueae 
po ga ee e ions in India. Botelbo was aware how acceptable tbtainfomHl 
tfon would be to the king, and therefore deemed this a favourable opponu* 
nity of regaining bis Ihvour. by conveying such important inteiiigence) 
and he resolTed to perform tliiB voyage In a veaael so email, and ao un- 
like what had ever appeared in Portugal, thai It should not fhil to exdta 
astonishment, how any man could undertake so long and petiio^ft 
oavigaiion in such a frail and diminutive bottom. 

** Without communlratlng hia scheme to any person, he procured a 
fusta^ put a deck on it from head lo dtern, furnished It with spare sails 
and spars, and every otiier necessary, and constructed two small tanlta 
for water. 

^ hM soon as the monsoon served, he embarked with some men In his 

service, giving out that he was going to Meltiide ; and to give colour to 
this siory, he proceeded to Baticala, where he purchased some cloths 
and beads for that market, and laid iu provisions ; some native mer- 
chants also embarked wifh a fow articles on board (br the Melinde 
market, to Which he did not choose in object, lest it should alarm Ida 
sailors. 

He set sail with the eastern monsoon, in the beginning of October, 
and arrived safUy st Melinde, where he landed the native merclmnt% 
took in wood, water, and refreshments, and again put to sea, in running 
his craw thai he was going to Quiloa. When be had got to a distance 
from the land. It would appear that some of bis fr#w had mutinied ; but 
this he had foreseen and provided for ; putting some of ttieni in irons, 
snd promising at the same time amply to reward the services of the rest, 
and giving them to understand that he .vas going to Sofaia on accoimt 
Of the trade in gold. Thus he proceeded, lovching at various plaoes for 
Vefreshmenis, which be met with in great plenty and very cheap. 

" From ^ofhla he proceeded along the coast till he had passed the 
Cabo dos Correntes, and from thence along the shore, without ever ven* 
tnring to a distance tnm the land, and lonehinf al the dilforent rivers^ 
until he passed the Cape ofOood Hope, which he did in January, 1537. 

Frntn thence he stretched into the ocean with gentle breezes, steer* 
Ing for Si. Uuiena; where, on arriving, he drew his little vessel ashorf^ 
ta clean tier bottom andreinir bsr,andai8otoglTsalbwdays*rB8il0 
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the able imd judicious conduct of its commmderf 
who is in eVery respect, as far as this extraordinwrv 
enterprise is concerned, fully entitled to rank with 
Parry, Franklin, and Richardson. Few men, indeed, 

were ever placed for so long a period in a more try- 
ing, distressing, and perilous situation than he was; 
and it may safely be pronounced, that to his discreet 
management of the men and their scanty resources, 

his crew, of whom lome had perlRhed4)f cold, notwiHifltaiiding his haT- 

ing provided Warm clothing for them. 

" Departing from St. Helena, he boldly steered his little bark across 
ihe wide ocean, directing his career to St. Thom^, where he toolt in 
proTisfons, wood, and water; and flrom thence he pmeeeded to the bar 
of Lisbon, where he arrived in May, when the king was at Almeyrin. — 
He entered the river with his oars, his little vessel beinjj dressed with 
liags and pennants, and anchored at Point Letra opposite to Salvaterra, 
not being able to get fbrther up the river. This novelty produeed audi 
a aensaiion in Lisbon that the Tagus waa covered wiih boats to see the 
fusta. Diogo Bnielho Perreira landed in a boat, and proceeded to Al- 
aieyrin, to give the king an account of his voyage, and solicit a gratifl- 
fauoa Ibr the good newa which he brought, of liia m^jeaty now being 
fioaaeased of a fortress on the island of Dili. 

"The king waa highly pleased with this intelligence, bnt, as Botelho 
brought no letters from the governor, he did not give him the kind of re- 
MpCion wi Ich he had expected. On ti e contrary, tl o king treated him 
with coldneaa and distance ; his majesty, however, embarked to see 
ihe fustOy on board of which he examined every thing with much 
attention, and was gratified in viewing a vessel of aunh a peculiar Ibnn, 
and ordered money and clothes to be given to the sailor^^nor could Im 
help considering u\ogo Botelho as a man of extraordinary enterprise 
and courage, on wboee Armneaa implicit reliance might be placed, 
i " The little veaael waa ordered to be drawn ashore at Saeabem, where 
It remained many years (until it fell to pieceal* and was visited by peo- 

5Ie from all part^ of Europe, who beheld it with astonishment. The 
:ing subsetiuently received letters from tl e governor of Nuno da C^ntu^ 
eonfirming the news brought by Botelho ; the bearer of these letters, S 
Jew, was immediately rewarded with a pension of a hundred and forty 
milreas ; but Dotelho was neglectt'd for many years, and at last ap- 
pointed commander of St. Thom^. and Anally made captain of Cananor 
b India, that he might b<' at a dialanca from Portugal." 

The vessel named fusta Is a long, shallow, Indian-built row-boat^ 
Wbic uses latine sails in fine weather. These boats are usually open, 
bn^ Aotelho covered hia with a deck : Irs dimensions, according lo La* 
vanaa, *iis edition of De Barros's unfinished Becade, are as AiIJows : 
—length twenty-two palmos, or sixteen feet six inc' es ; breadtli, 
twelve imlmos, or nine feet ; depth, six palmoe, or tbur six inches. 
niigh*s boat was twenty-three feet long, six fleet nine inebes broad, and 
two feet nine inches deep. From the circumstance Tncntionr>»; *«onie 
of liis crew having perished with cold, it is probable that they wtre 
natives of India, whom the Portuguese were in the habit of hnngloi 
%afli» as pert of their eraw. 
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and to his ability as a thorough seaman, eighteen 
souls were saved from imminent and otherwise in- 
evitable destruction. It was not alone the dangers 
of the sea, in an open boat, crowded with people, 
that he had to combat, though they required the most 
consummate nautical skill to be enabled to contend 
successfully against them ; but the unfortunate situa- 
tion to which the party were exposed rendered him 
subject to the almost daily murmuring and caprice 
of people less conscious than himself of their real 
danger. From the experience they had acquured at 
Tofoa of the davage disposition of the people against 
the defenceless foat^s crew, a lesson was learned 
how little was to be trusted even to the mildest of 
uncivilized people when a conscious superiority 
was in their hands. A striking proof of this was 
experienced in the unprovoked attack made by those 
amiable people the Otaheitans on Captain Wallis*s 
ship, of whose power they had formed no just con- 
ception ; but having once experienced the full force 
of it, on no future occasion was any attempt made 
to repeat the attack. Lieutenant Bligh, fully aware 
of his own weakness, deemed it expedient, there- 
fbre, to resist all desires and temptations to land 
at any of those islands among which they passed 
in the courae of the voyage, well knowing how Uttle 
Goold be trusted to the forbearance of savages, un- 
armed mid wholly defenceless as his party were. 

But the circumstance of being tantalized with the 
appearance of land, clothed with perennial verdure, 
whose approach was forbidden to men chilled with 
wet and cold, and nearly perishing with hunger, was 
by no means the most difficult against which the 
commander had to struggle. " It was not the least 
of my distresses," he observes, "to be constantly 
assailed with the melancholy demands of my people 
for an increase of allowance, which it grieved me 
to refuse." He well knew that to reason with men 
jiaduced to tiie last atage of famine, yet denied tbo 
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use of provisions within their reach, and with the 
wer to seize upon them in their own handsy wonid 
to no purpose. Something more must be done 
to ensure even the possibility of saving them from 
the "effect of their own imprudence, llie first thing 
he set about, therefore, was to ascertain the exact 
state of their provisions, which were found to 
amount to the ordinal y consumption of five days, 
but which were to be spun out so as to last fifty 
days. This was at once distinctly stated to the 
men, and an agreement entered into, and a solemn 
promise made by all, that the settled allowance 
should never be deviated from, as they were niade 
clearly to understand that on the strict observance 
of this agreement rested the only hope of their 
safety; and this was explained and nicide so evident 
to every man, at the time it was concluded, that 
they unanimously agreed to it; and by reminding 
them of this compact, whenever they became clam- 
orous for more^t and showing a firm determination 
not to swerve from it, Lieutenant Bligh succeeded 
in resisting all then: solicitations* 

This rigid adherence to the compact, in doling 
out their miserable pittance^ — ^the constant exposure 
to wet,— the imminent peril of being swallowed up 
by the ocean,— their cramped and confined jiosition, 
—and the unceasing reflection on their miserable 
and melancholy situation ; — all these difficulties and 
Bufierings made it not less than miraculous that this 
voyage, itself a miracle, should have been com- 
pleted, not only without the loss of a man from 
sickness, but with so little loss of health. " With 
respect to the preservation of our health," says the 
commander, "during the course of sixteen days of 
heavy and almo»t continual rain, I would recommend 
to every one in a similar situation the method we 
practised of dipping their clothes in salt water, and 
to wring them out, as often as they become soaked 
• with rain 2 it was the oolv resource we had» and I 
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believe was of the greatest service to us, for it felt 
more like a change of dry clothes than cotdd well 
be imagined. We had occasion to do this so 
often* that at length all our clothes were wrung to 
pieces.'' 

But the great art of all was to divert their atten- 
tioii from the almost hopeless situation in which 
they were placed, and to prevent despondency from 
taking possession of their minds ; and in order to 
assist in effecting this, some employment was de- 
vised for them ; among other thing's, a log-line, an 
object of interest to all, was measured and markedf 
and the men were practised in coimtinfi^ seconds 
correctly, that the distance run on each day might 
be ascertained with a nearer approach to accuracy 
than by mere guessmg. These little operations 
afibrded them a temporary amusement } and the logf 
beinif daily and hourly hove, gave them also some 
employment, and diverted their thoughts for the 
moment from their melancholy situation. Then, 
every noon, when the sun was out, or at other times 
before and after noon, and also at night when the 
stars appeared, Lieutenant Bligh never neglected to 
take observations for the latitude, and to work the 
day's work for ascertaining the ship's place. The 
anxiety of the people to hear how they had pro- 
ceeded, what progress had been made, and where- 
abouts they were on the wide ocean^ also contributed 
for the time to drive away gloomy thoughts that but 
too frequently would intrude themselves* These 
observations were rigidly attended to, and sometimes 
made under the most difficult circumstances, the sea 
breaking over the observer, and the boat pitching 
and rolling so much, that he was obliged to be 
"propped up," while taking them. In this way, 
with now and then a little interrupted sleep, about 
a thousand long and anxious hours were consumed 
in pain and peril, and a space of sea passed over 
e^UfiU to four thousand five hundred miles, being at 
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the rate of four and one-fifth miles an hour> or one 
hundred miles a day* 

Lieutenant Bligii has expressed his conviction^ 
that the six days spent among the coral islands off 
the coast of New^Holland, were the salvation of the 
whole partv, by the teflreshbig steep they here pro* 
cured) by the exercise of walking aoouti and| above 
ally by the nutriment derived from the oysters and 
clamS) the beans and' berries they procured while 
there ; for that such» he sayS) was the exhausted 
condition of all on their arrival at the " barrier reef,'' 
that a few days more at sea must have terminated 
the existence of many of them. This stoppage, 
however, had likewise been nearly productive of 
fatal consequences to the whole party* In fact, 
another mutiny was vnthin an ace of breaking out, 
which, if not cnecked at the moment, could omy, in 
their desperate situation, have ended in irretrievable 
and total destruction* Bligh mentionB» in bis printed 
narrative^ the mntinotta condud; of a person to whom 
he gave a cutlass to defend himselfl Hiis afiairi as 
Mated in his origipal uanMcript journal, wears a&r 
more serious aspect* 

" The carpenter (Purcell) began to be insolent to 
a high degree, and at last told me, with a mutinous 
aspect, he was as good a man as I was. I did not 
just now see where this was to end*, I therefore de- 
termined to strike a final blow at it, and either to 
preserve my command or die in the attempt; and 
taking hold of a cutlass, I ordered the rascal to take 
hold of another and defend himself, when he called 
out that I was soing to lull himi and befi:an to make 
ccmcessions. I was now only assisted by Mr. Nel- 
son ; and the master (Fryer) very deliberately called 
out to the boatswain to put me muter an arrest^ rad 
was stirring up a greater dteturnance, when I de» 
dazed, if he interfered when I was in the execution 
of my duty to preserve order and regularity, and 
tkat m consequence any tumult arp^t I woul4 cer- 
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tatnly put him to death th<s first person. This had a 

proper effect on this man, and he now assured me 
that, on the contrary, I mij^ht rely on him to support 
tny orders and directions for the future. This is the 
outline of a tumult that lasted about a quarter of an 
hour and he adds, " I was told that the master and 
carpenter, at the last place, were endeavouring to 
produce altercations, and were the principal cause 
of their murmuring there.** This carpenter he 
"brought to a court-martial on their arrival in England, 
on various charges, of which he Was found guilty in 
part, and reprimanded. Purcell is said to be at this 
time in a madhouse. 

On another occasion^ when a stew of oysters was 
distributed among the people, Lieutenant Bligh ob* 
serves (in the MS. journal), In the distribution of 
it, the voraciousness of some and the moderation 
of others were very discernible. The master began 
to be dissatisfied the first, because it was not made 
intaa larger quantity by the addition of wateti and 
showed a turbulent dispositionf until I laid my com« 
mands on him to be silent/^ Again, on his refusing 
bread to^ the men because they were cottecting 
oysters, he says, This occasioned some.murmuring 
with the master and carpenter, the former of whom 
endeavoured to prove the propriety of such an ex- 
penditure, and was troublesomely ignorant, tending 
to create disorder among tho^Ci if any were weaK 
enough to listpn to him.**^ 

If what Bligh states with regard to the conduct of 
the master and the carpenter be true, it was such, on 
several occasions, as to provoke a man much less 
irritable than himself* He thus speaks of the latter, 
When in the ship and in the midst of the mutiny. 
"The boatsAVain and carpenter were fully at Uberty ; 
the former was emploved, on pain of death, to hoist 
the boats out, but the latter I saw acting the part of 
an idler, with an impudent and ill4ooKing counte- 
nance, which led me to beUeve he was one of the 
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mutineers, until he was among the rest ordered to 
leave the ship, for it appeared to me to be a doubt 
with Christian, at firsts whether he should keep the 
carpenter or his mate (Norman), but knowing the 
former to be a troublesome feUow»he determined on 
the latter.** 

The following paragraph also appears in his ori- 
ginal journal, on the day of the mutiny, but is not 
alliifkd to in his printed narrative. "The master^s 
cabin w as opposite to mine ; he saw them (the mu- 
tineers) in my cabin, for our eyes met each other 
through his door-window. He had a pair of ship^s 
pistols loaded, and ammunition in his cabin — a firm 
resolution mip^ht have made a good use of them. 
After he had sent twice or thrice to Christian to be 
allowed to come on deck, he was at last^permittedf 
and his question then was, ^ Will you let me remaui 
in the ship V — ^ No.' — * Have you any objection. 
Captain Bli^h P I whispered to him to knock him 
down— Martin is good (this is the man who gave 
the shaddock), for this was just befote Martin wae 
removed from me. Christian, however, pulled me 
back, and sent away the master, with orders to go 
again to his cabin, and I saw no more of him until 
he was put into the boat. He afterward told rae 
that he could find nobody to act with him; that 
by staying in the ship he hoped to have retaken 
her, and that, as to the pistols, he was so flurried 
and surprised, that he did not recollect he had 
them." This master tells a very different story 
respecting the pistols, in his evidence before the 
court-martial. 

Whatever, therefore, on the whole, may have been 
the conduct of Bligh towards bis officers, that of 
some of the latter appears to have been on several 
occasions provoking enough, and well calculated to 
stir up the irascible temper of a man active and 
zealous in the extreme, as Bligh always was, in the 
execution of his dut^. Some excuse may be found 
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for hasty expressions uttered in a moment of irri- 
tation, when passion gels the better of reason ; but 
no excuse can be found for one who deeply and 
unfeelingly, without provocation, and in cold blood, 
inflicts a wqund on the heart of a vridowed mother, 
already torn with anguish and tortured with sus* 
pense for a beloved son whose life was in imminent 
jeopardy : such a man was WiUiam Bligh. This 
charge is not loosely asserted; it is founded on 
docunieutary evidence under his own hand. Since 
the death of the late Captain Haywood, some papers 
have been brought to light that throw a still more 
unfavourable stigma on the chajacter of the two 
commanders, Bligh and Edwards, than any censure 
that has hitherto appeared in print, though the con- 
duct of neither of them has been spared, whenever 
an occasion has presented itself for bringing their 
names before the public. 

Blit^h, it may be recollected, mentions young Hey- » 
wood only as one of those left in the ship; he does 
not charge him with taking any active part in the 
mutiny ; there is every reason, indeed, to believe 
that Bligh did not, and indeed conld not, see him on 
the deck on that occasion : in point of fact, he never 
was within thirty feet of Captain Bligh, and the 
booms were between them. About the end of 
March, IT'^O, two months subsequent to the death 
of a most beloved and lamented husband, Mrs. Hey- 
wood received the afflicting information, but by 
report only, of a mutiny having taken place on board 
the Bounty. In that ship Mrs. Heywood^s son had 
been serving as mldelhipmani who, when he left his 
home, in August, 1787, was under fifteen years of 
age, a boy deservedly admired and beloved by all 
who knew him, and to his own family almost an 
object of adoration, for his superior understanding 
and the amiable qualities of his disposition. In a 
atate of mind little short of distraction, on hearing 
thh» fatal intelUgencef which was at the same time 
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agg:ravated by every circumstance of giiilt that 
calumny or malice could invent with respect to this 
unfortunate youth, wlio was said to be one of the 
rinofleaders, and to have gone armed into the cap* 
taiii's cabin, his mother addressed a letter to Captaia 
Bligh, dictated by a mother's tenderness, and strongly 
expressive of the misery she must necessarily feel 
on such aa occasion. The following is Bligh's 
reply;— 

Londoih April 2i, 1790. 

Madam, 

" Lreceived your letter this day, and feel for yon 
very mucb» being perfectly sensible of the extreme 
distress you must suffer from the conduct of your 
son Peter* His baseness is beyond all description ; but 
I hope you will endeavour to prevent the loss of himi 
heavy as the misfortune is, firom afflicting you too 
severely. I imagine he is, with the rest of the mu« 
tmeersi returned to Otaheite. I am, madam, 

(Signed) « Wm. Bugh.'* 

Colonel Holwell, tlie uncle of young Heywood, 
had previously addressed Bligh on the same melan- 
choly subject, to whom he returned the following 
answer; — 

« 26th Marchf 1790. 

"Sm, 

"1 have just this instant received your letter. 
With much concern I inform you that your nephew, 
Peter Heywood, is among the mutineers. JIis in- 
gratitude to me is of the blackest die, for 1 was a father 
to him in every respect, and he never once had aa 
angry word from me through the whole course of 
the voyage, as his conduct always gave me much 
pleasure and satisfaction. I very much regret that so 
mueh baseness formed the charaeierof ayoungnum I had 

a real regard for, and it will give me much pleasure 
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to hear that his friends can bear the loss of him ii^M- 
tnU much concern. I amy sir» 

(Signed) ^'Wm. Bugh." 

The only way of accoanting for this ferocity of 
sentiment toyrards a youth who had in point of fact 
no concern in the mutiny, is by a reference to cer- 
tain points of evidence given by Hayward, H-allet, 
and Purcell on the court-martial, each point wholly 
unsupported. Those in the boat would no doubtj 
during their long^ passage, often discuss the conduct 
of their messmates left in the Bounty, and the unsup- 
ported evidence given by these three was well cal- 
culated to create in Bligh's mind a prejudice against 
young Heywood ; yet, if so^ it affords but a poor 
excuse for harrowing up the feelings of near and 
dear relatives. 

As a contrast to these ungracious letters, it is a 
great relief to peruse the correspondence that took 
place, on this melancholy occasion, between this 
unfortunate young officer and his amiable but dread* 
fully Jifflicted family. The letters of his sister Nessy 
Heywood (of which a few will be inserted in the 
course of this narrative) exhibit so lively and ardent 
an affection for her beloved brother, are couched in 
so high a tone of feeling for his honour and confi- 
dence in his innocence, and are so nobly answered 
by the suffering youth, that no apology seems to be 
required for their introduction, more especially as 
their contents are strictly connected with the story 
of the iU<-fated crew of the Bounty. After a state of 
long suspense, this amiable and accomplished young 
lady thus addresses her brother : — 

*^ Isle of Many 9d JwMy 1793. 
**In a situation of mind only rendered supportable 

by the long and painful state of misery and suspense 
we have suffered on his account, how shall I address 
my dear, my fondly beloved brother !— how describe 

L8 
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the anguish we have felt at the idea of this longaud 
painful separation, rendered still more distressing 
by the terrible circumstances attending it ! Oh ! 
my ever deiirest boy, when i look back to that dread- 
ful moment wiiich brought us the fatal intellifrence 
that you had remained in the Bounty after Mr. Bhgh 
had quitted hert and were looked upon by him as a 
mueineer! — when I contrast that day of horror with 
my present hopes of again beholding you, such as 
mv most sanguine wishes could expect, I know not 
which is the most predominant sensation, — pity, 
compassion, and terror for your sufferings, or joy 
and satisfaction at the prospect of their being near a 
termination, and of once more embiacmg the dearest 
object of our affections. 

** I will not ask you, my beloved brother, whether 
you are imiocent of the dreadful crime of mutiny ; 
if the transactions of that day were as Mr. Blighhas 
represented them, such is my conviction of your 
worth and honour that I will, without hesitation, 
stake ray hfe on your innocence* If, on the can^ 
trar^, you were concerned in such a conspiracy 
against your commander, I shall be as firmly per* 
suaded his conduct was^the occasion of it ; but, alas 1 
could any occasion justify so atrocious an attenajpt 
to destroy a number of our fellow-creatures! No, 
my ever dearest brother, nothing but conviction 
from your own mouth can possibly persuade me that 
you would commit an action in the smallest degree 
inconsistent with honour and duty; and the circum- 
stance of your havin^r swam off to the Pandora on 
her arrival at Otaheite (which filled us with joy to 
which no words can do justice), is sufficient to 
convince all who know you, that you certainly 
staid behind either by force or from views of pre* 
servation. 

How strange does it seem to me that I am nov 
engaged in the delightful task of writing to you* 
^Uas ! my betoved brother, tw^o years ago I never 
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eipected ag^ to enjoy such a feficity, and even 
yet I am in the most painful uncertainty whether 

you are alive. Gracious God, grant that we may 
be at length blessed by your return ! but, alas 1 tlie 
Pandora's people have been long expected, and are 
not even yet arrived. Should any accident have 
happened, after all the miseries you have already 
suffered, the poor gleam of hope with whit^h we have 
been lately indulged will render our situation ten 
thousand times more insupportable than if time had 
inured US to your loss. 1 send this to the care of 
Mr. Hay ward, of Hackuey, father to the young gen- 
flemaa you 90 often mention m your letters-while 
you were on board the Bounty, and who went oul 
as third lieutenant of the Pandoras circumstance 
which gave us infinite satisfaction, as you would, 
on entering the Pandora, meet your old friend. On 
discovering old Mr. Hayward's residence, I wrote to 
him, as I hoped he could give me some information 
respecting the time of your arrival, and in return he 
sent me a most friendly letter, and has promised this 
shall be given to you when you reach England, as I 
well know how great must be your anxiety to hear 
of itSf and how much satisfaction it will give you to 
haye a letter immediately on your return. Let me 
coogure you, my dearest Peter, to write to us the 
very first moment-^o not lose a post^His of no 
consequence how short your letter may be, if it only 
informs us you are well. 1 need not tell you'that 
you are the first and dearest object of our affections. 
Think, then, my adored boy, of the anxiety we must 
feel on your account; for my own part, I can know 
no real joy or liappiness independent of you, and if 
any misfortune should now deprive us of you, my 
hope?> of felicity are fled for ever. 

" We are at present making all possible interest 
with every friend and connexion we have, to ensure 
you a sufficient support and protection at your ap- 
pioaching trial; for a trial you must unavoidably 
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undergo, in order to convince the world of that inno- 
cence which those who know you will not for a mo- 
ment doubt; butt alas! while circumstances are 
against you, the generality of mankind will judge 
severely. Biigh's representationa to the Admiralty 
are, I am told, ver^ unfavourable; and hitherto the 
tide of public opinion has been greatly in his favour 
My mamma is at present well, considering the distress 
she has suffered since you left us; for, my dearest 
brother, we have experienced a complicated scene 
of misery from a variety of causes, which, however, 
when compared with the sorrow we felt on your 
account, was trifling and insigniHcant ; that misfor- 
tune made all others light, and to see you once more 
returned and safely restored to us will be the sum- 
mit of all earthly happiness. 

" Farewell, my most beloved brother ! God grant 
this may soon be put into your hands ! Perhaps at 
this moment you are arrived in England, and I may 
soon have the dear delight of again beholding you. 
My mamma, brothers, and sistersjoin with me in every 
sentiment of love and tenderness. Write to us 
immediately, my ever-loved Peter, and may the 
Almighty preserve you imtil you bless with yomr 
]>resence your fondly affectionate family, and par- 
ticularly your unalterably faithful friend and sister^ 
(Signed) ^Ncsst Hbtwoi^d.*** 

* PreWona to the writing of tUii letter, the fblliMrliig *opf ni^mm 

fbow» how anxiously ihin yonnff lady's mind was engu«d OH tfM 
unhappy circumataiices under which her brother was placea 

«0n the tedious and tnoumnil absanM of a most beloved broiubb, 
who wa»! in Ihe B •f'NT\ with fapiain Bi loii al the tin?e of t^c tatal 
urTi'iY which ha|>peited April 2bth. 1789, in the South 6ea8, and who. 
Insiiid of nuiroinc wiib ibt boat ttboD abo lea Uw ahip, ataw 
behind. 

^Tell me, Ukhi bu»r llatt'rliig telltale, mhy^ 

Why flow tho»e tears— why heaves Ihitf dee|hfUt ai(ll|<— • 
Why la all joy iVoni nty sad ba«»om flown, 
Why lost (hat ciieerl^ilneaa 1 thought my own; 
Why eeek I now in aoiitude foi eaee, 
WUeb onoe waa cemrad in a wlatt to pleaa^ 
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The ^leam of joy which this unhappy family 
derivedfvom the circumstance which had beeurelated 



When ev'ry hour in joy and gladness passed, 

And eachnew day shone brigbt«r tbao the last; 

When in society I lovM lo join ; 

When to enjoy and give delight was mine ?— 

Now— sad reverse 1— in sorrow wakes each day, 

And prief*8 sad tones inspire each plaintive lay : 

Alas ! too plain these mourn f\il tears can teU 

The pangs of wo niy laboring bosom swell ! 

Thou best of brothers— friend, companion. gnidOi 

Joy of my youth, my honour, and my pridie 1 

I^ost is all (leace— all happiness to me, 

And fled ail comfort, since depriv'd of thee 

III vain, my Lycidaa, thy loss I mourn^ 

In Tain indnlim a hope of thy return ; 

Still years roll oa« and still I vainly slgtv— 

Still tears of anguish drown each gushing eye. 

Ah, cruel Time I how slow thy lingering pace, 

Which Iraeps me flbm hia tenmr, lov*d embraoe. ' 

At homa to see him, or to know him near, 

How njuch r wish— and yet how much I fear I 

Ob, fatal vovage ! which robbM my soul of peace 

And wieck'd my happiness in stormy seaa ! 

Why, my iov*d Lycidas, why didst thou stay. 

Why waste thy life fVom friendship far away 1 

Though guiltless thou of mutiny or blame, 

And free IVom aught which could disgrace thy name^ 

Thoaghthy pore soul, in honour^ footsteps tninfd. 

Was never yet by disobedience stainM ; 

Yet is thy fame exposed to slander^s wound, 

And fell suspicioa wiusjiering around. 

In vain— to those who knew thy worth and trath» 

Who watch'd each opening virtue of thy youtll, 

When noblest principles informed thy mind, 

Where sense and sensibility were join'd ; 

Leva to inspire, to charm, Co win each liearty 

And ev'ry tender sentiment impart ; 

Thy outward form adorn'd with ev'ry grace ; 

With beauty's softest charms thy heavenly face, 

Where sweet expreaaian beamlnf ever pniv'd 

The index of that soul by ail belov'd ; . 

Thy wit so keen, thy genius formM to soar, 

By Ikncy wing'd, new science to explore; 

Thy temper, ever gentle, good, and kind, 

Where ail but guilt an advocate coidd And : 

To those who know this character was thine 

CAnd in this truth assenting numbers join), 

How vain tb' attempt to fix a crime on thee 

Which thou disdain*st— from which each ttuniglitiaftatj 

No, ray lov'd brother, ne'er will I believe 

Thy aeeiniag worth waa maaot h^i to dac^lfe; 
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to them of young Heywood's swimming off tp the 
Pandora, was dissipated by a letter from himself 
to his mother soon after his arrival in England, in 
which he says : — " The question, my dear mother, 
in one of your letters, concerning my s^vimming off 
to the Pandora, is one falsity amjng the too many 
in which I have often thought of undeceivmg you, 
and as frequently forgot. The story was this : — On 
the morning she arrived, accompanied by two of my 
friends (natives), 1 was going up the mountains, and 
having got about a hundred yards from my own 
house, another of ray friends (for I was a universal 
favourite among those Indians, and perfectly con- 
versant in their language) came running after me, 
and informed me there was a ship coming. I imme- 
diately ascended a rising ground, and saw, with 
indescribable joy, a ship laying-to off Hapiano; it 
was just after daylight, and thinking Coleman might 
not be awake, and therefore ignorant of this pleasing 
news, I sent one of my servants to inform him of 
it, upon which he immediately went off in a single 

Still will I think (each circumsiance though strange) 

That tty Ann principles could never change ; 

That hopes of preservaiion urged thy slay, 

Or force, which those resisile8« must ob«V. 

If this is error, let me still remain 

In error wrapp'd, nor wake to truth again . 

Cume then, sweet Hope, with all thy train joy, 

Nor let Despair each rapt*rou8 thought destroy ; 

Indulgent Heav*n, in pity to our tears, 

At length will bless a parentis smking years ; 

Again shall I behold thy lovely face, 

By manhood form'd. and ri|ven'd ev'ry grace ; 

Again ru press thee to my anxious breast, 

And evVy sorrow shall be hushed to rest. ' 

Thy presence only can each comfort give. 

Come then, my Lycidas, and let me live ; 

Life without thee is hut a wretched load, 

Thy love alone can smooth its thorny road ; 

But, blest with thee, how light were every wo; 

How would my soul with joy and raptuie glow ! 

Kind Heav*n ! thou hast my happiness in store. 

Restore him innocent— I ask no more ! 
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eftnoe. There was a fresh breezOf and the ship 
working into the bay ; he no sooner got alongiside 
than the rippling capsized the canoe, and he being 
obliged to let go the tow-rope to get her righteOf 
went astern and was picked up the next tadc and 
taken on board the Pandora, he being the first person. 
I, along with my messmate Stewart, was then stand* 
ing upon the beach with a double canoe manned 
with twelve paddles ready for launching; and just 
as she made her last tack into her berth (for we did 
not think it requisite to go off sooner) we put off and 
got alongside just as they streamed the buoy ; and 
being dressed in the country manner, tanned as brown 
as themselves, and I tattooed like them in the most 
curious manner, 1 do not in the least wonder at their 
taking us for natives. I was tattooed, not to gratify 
my own desire, but theirs; for it was my constant 
endeavour to acquiesce in any little custom %^hich I 
thought would be agreeable to them, though painful 
in the process, provided I gained by it their friend- 
ship and esteem, which you may suppose is no incon* 
siderable object in an island where the natives are 
so numerous. The more, a man or woman there is 
tattooed, the more they are respected ; and a person 
haTin; none of these marks is looked upon as bear- 
ing an unworthy badge of disgrace, Imd, considered 
as a mere outcast of society.** 

Among the many anxious friends and famfly con* 
nezions of the Hejrwoods was Commodore Pasley, 
to whom this alSsctionate young lady addressed her« 
self on the melancholy occasion; and the following 
is the reply she receiTed irom this officers— 

• 

** Sheerness, June 8/A, 1799. 
Would to God, my dearest Nessy, that I could 
rejoice with you on the early prospect of your 
brother's arrival in England. One division of the 
Pandora's people has arrived, and now on board the 
Vengeance (my shi^)- Captain Edwards, with the 
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temainderi and all the prisoners late of the Botintyi 
In number ten (four having been drowned on the losd 
of that ship)> are daily expected* They^ have been 
most rigorously and closely confined since taken, 
and will continue sO) no doubt, till Blights arrival* 
You have ho chance of seeing hitti« for no bail can 
be offered* Your intelligenee of his swimming off 
on the lHindora*s arrival is not Ibunded i a man of 
the name of Coleman swam off ere she anchored^ 

iromr brother and Mn Stewart the nekt dey* This 
ast youth, when the Pandora was lost, refilled to 
allow his irons to be taken off to save his life. 

•* I cannot conceal it from yon, my dearest Nessy, 
neither is it proper 1 should,— your brother appears 
by all accounts to be the jfreatest culprit of all, 
Christian alone excepted. Every exertion, you may 
rest assured, I shall use to save his life ; but on trial 
1 have no hope of his not being condemned. Three 
of the ten who are expected are mentioned in Bhgh's 
narrative as men detained against their inclination. 
Would to God your brother had been one of that 
number! I will not distress you more by enlarging 
on this subject ; as intelligence arises on their arri« 
val, you shall be made acquainted. Adieu, my dear* 
est ries^i thresent my affectionate remembranees 
to Tour mother and sisters, and believe me alwaysf 
witti the warmest affectiont 

**Yournncle» Tbos« t^&sunr*^ 

Hotr tnflike is this ih>m the letter of Bligh ! while 
It frankly apprizes 4;his amiable lady of the real trnth 
of the case, without disguise, as it was then under* 
stood to be from Mr* Bugh^s representations! it as< 
sures her of his best exertions to save her brothert 
life. Every reader of sensibility will sympathize in 
tte feeling displayed in lier reply. 

**IshofMan^ June, 1792, 
^Harassed by the most torturing su8pense« and 
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miserably wretched as I have beeUf my dearest uncle^ 
since the receipt of yodr last, conceive, if it is pos* 
sible, the heartfelt joy and satisfaction vte expe« 
rienced yesterday momingi when^ on the arrival of 
the packet, the dear delightflll letter from our be« 
loved Peter (a copy of which I send you enclosed) 
was brought to us. Surely, my eaccellent friend, you 
will agree with me in thinking there could not be a 
stronger proof of his innocence and worth, and that 
it must prejudice every person who reads it most 
powerfully in his favour. Such a letter in less dis* 
tressful circumstances than those in Which he writes 
would, 1 am persuaded, reflect honour on the pen of 
a person much older than my poor brother. But 
when we consider his extreme youth (only sixteen 
at the time of the mutiny, and now but nineteen), 
his fortitude, pnti* nee, and manly resiq-nation under 
the pressure of sufTering"S and misfortunes almost 
Unheard of, and scarcely to be supported at any age, 
without the assistance of that which seems to oe my 
dear brother's greatest comfort,— a quiet consdencef 
and a thorough conviction of his own innocence,— 
when I add, at the same timet with real pleasure and 
satisfaction, that his relation corresponds in many 
{mrticulars with the aceounts we have hitherto heard 
of the fatal mutiny,— and when I also add, with m- 
conceivable pride and delight, tliat my beloved Peter 
never was Icnown to breathe a syllable incbnsistent 
with truth and honour ^-^hen tttese circumstanceSf 
my dear uncle, are all united, what man on earth 
can doubt of the innocence which could dictate such 
a letter 1 In short, let it speak for him. The peru* 
sal of his artless and pathetic story will, I am per- 
suaded, be a stronger recommendation in his favour 
than any thing I can urge.* 

"1 need not tire your patience, my ever-loved 
uncle, by dwelling longer on tliis subject (the dear-* 

Tht B In teresting laM It glVOQ la Uw IbUoWlOg cliapiar, tO WbMl II 
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est and most interesting on earth to my heart) ; let 
me conjure you only, my kind friend, to read it, and 
consider the innocence and defenceless situation of 
its imfortunate author, which calls for, and I am 
sure deserves, all the pity and assistance his friends 
can afford him^ and wnich, I am sure also, the god- 
ness and benevolence of your heart vriU prompt you 
to exert in his hebsit* It is perfectly unnecessary 
for me to add, after the anxiety I feel, and cannot but 
express, that no benefit conferred upon myself will 
be acknowledged with half the gratitude I must ever 
feel for the smallest instance of kindness shown to 
my beloved Peter. Farewell, my dearest uncle. 
With the firmest reliance on your kind and gene- 
rous promises, I am ever, with the truest {;ratitude 
and sincerity, 

. ^ Your most affectionate niece, 

Nbsst Hxywooii.*' 



CHAPTER V, 

• ■ 

tBK FAMIMMU. 

— "Oh! IhavemifnsrM 
With those that I saw sulfer! A brave veMet| 
Who had, no doubt, some noble 'trealure f n her 
DashM all 10 iiteeas. O, the cry did knock 
AgQinst my rery heart ! Poor souIr ! th«rpeiW4 
Had I been any god of power, I would 
HaTs sunk the sea within the^rth, or ere 
tt should the good ship so have swsllvw^ sad 
Tlw flpeighiingioiito witiiiii tmJ* 

The tide of public applause set as strongly in fa- 
vour of Biigh, on account of his sufferings and th6 
successful issue of his daring enterinrise, as it? iiH 
dignation was launched against Christian and Utt 
•88oeiates» for the ancbu^ious and ciiminal deed tbsv 
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had committed. Bligh was promoted by the Admi<* 
ralty to the rank of commander, and speedily sent 

out a second time to transport the bread-fruit to the 
"West Indies, which he without the least obstruction 
successfully accomplished ; and his majesty's gov- 
ernment were no sooner made acquainted with the 
atrocious act of piracy and mutiny, than it deter- 
mined to adopt every possible means to apprehend 
and bring to condign punishment the perpetrators of 
80 foul a deed. For this purpose, the Pandora frig- 
ate of twenty-four guns, and one hundred and sixty 
men, was despatched under the command of Captain 
Edward Edwards, with orders to proceed in the first 
instance to Otaheite, and, not finding the mutineers 
there, to visit the different group of the Society and 
Friendly Islands, and others m the neighbouring 
parts of the Pacific, using his best endeavours to 
seize and bring home in confinement the whole or 
such part of the delinquents as he might be able to 
discover. 

This voyage vras in the sequel almost as disas- 
trous as that of the Bounty, but from a different 
cause. The waste of human life was much greater, 
occasioned by the wreck of the ship; and the dis- 
tress experienced by the crew not much less, owing 
to the famine and thirst they had to suffer in a navi* 
gation of eleven hundred miles in open boats ; but 
the captain succeeded in fulfilling a part of his in- 
stnictions, by taking fourteen of the mutineers, of 
whom ten were brought safe to England, the oilier 
four being drowned when the ship was wrecked. 

The only published account of this voyage is con- 
tained in a small volume by Mr. (Seorge Hamilton, 
the surgeon, who appears to have been a coarse 
vulgar, and illiterate man, more disposed to relate 
licentious scenes and adventures in which he and 
his companions were engaged, than to give any in- 
formation of proceedings and occurrences connected 

With the main object of the voyage. From thin bookt 
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therefore, much information is not to be looked for. 
In a more modern publication many abusive epithets 
have been bestowea on Captain Eldwards, and obser- 
vations made on the conduct of this officer highly 
injuriouvs to his reputation, in regard to his inhuman 
treatment of, and disgraceful acts of cruelty towards, 
his prisoners, which, it is to be leai^dyhave but too 
much foundation in fact. 

The account of his proceedings rendered by him* 
self to the Admiralty is vague and unsatisfactory; 
and had it not been for the journal of Morrison, and 
a circuRistantiid .letter of young Heywood to hia 
mother, i|0 record would have remained of the un- 
feeling conduct of this officer towards his unfortu- 
nate prisonerSf who were treated with a rigour 
which could not be justified on any ground of neces* 
fiity or prudence* 

The Pandora anchored in Matavai Ba^ on the d3d 
March, 1791. Captain Edwards, in his narrativet 
states that Joseph Coleman, the armourer of the 
Bounty, attempted to come on board before the Pan- 
dora had anchored; that on reaching the ship he 
began to make inquiries of him after the Bounty and 
her people, and that he seemed to be ready to give 
him any information that was required; that the 
next who came on board, just after the ship had an- 
chored, were Mr. Peter Heywood and Mr. Stewart, 
before any boat had been sent oh shore ; that they 
were brought down to his cabin, when, after some 
conversation, Heywood asked if Mr. Hayward (mid- 
shipman of the Bounty, but now Ueutenant of the 
Pandora) was on board, as he had heard that he was; 
that Lieutenant Hayward, whom he sent for, treated 
Heywood with a sort of contemptuous look, and 
began to enter into conversation with him respect- 
ing the Bounty ; but Edwards ordered him to desisti 
and called in the sentinel to take the prisoners into 
safe custodyi and to put them in irons; that four 
Other mutineers soon made their appearance ; and 
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that from them and some of the natives' he learned 
that the rest of the Bounty^s people had built a 
schoonert with which they had sailed the day before 
from Matavai Bay to the orth-west part of the island. 

He goes on to say, !, at on this intelligence he 
despatched the two lieutenants, Corner and Hay- 
ward, with the pinnace and launch, to endeavour to 
intercept her. They soon got sight of her and 
chased her out to sea^ but the schooner gained so 
much upon them, and ni^ht coming on, they were 
compelled to give up the pursuit and return to the 
ship. It was soon made known, however, that she 
had returned to Paparr6, on which they were ngnin 
despatched in search of her. Lieutenant Corner had 
taken three of the mutineers, and Hayward, on 
arriving at Paparre, found the schooner there, but 
the mutineers had abandoned her and fled to the 
mountains. He carried off the schooner, and re- 
turned next day, when he learned they were not far 
off; and the following morning, on hearmg they 
were coming down, he drew up his party in order to 
receive them; and when within hearing, called to 



which they did, when thejr were confined and 
brought as prisoners to the ship* 
The following were the persons received onboard 

the Pandora: — 

Peter Hey wood. Mldfiiiipman. 

George Stewart Ditto. 

Jamm MDrrlson Boatswain's Mate* 

Charles iSormail .....Carpenter's Mate. 

rhoiuas Mintos!» Carpenier'8 Crew 

Josep Colf^m <n Armounr* 



Rio ard Skinner 
Thornan GUiiion 
Henry Hillbranl 
Taoma^ Burkitt 
John MiUward 
John Sumner 
William Musprat 
Riotuurd Bym 



.Seaniflii; 



In all fourteen. The other two^ which made Up tSm 

MS 
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Sixteen that had been left on the island, were mur- 
dered, as will appear presently. 

Captain Edwards will himself explain how he 
disposed of his prisoners* I put the pirates,^ he 
sa3^, ^ into a round-house which I built on the after*- 
part of the quarter-deck, for their more effectual se- 
curity in this airy and healthy situation, and to sepa- 
rate them from, and to prevent their having commu- 
nication with, or to crowd and incommode the ship's 
company.** Dr. Hamilton calls it the most desirable 
place in the ship, and adds, that " orders were given 
that the prisoners should be victualled in every re- 
spect the same as the ship^s company, both m meat^ 
liquor, and all the extra indulgences with which they 
were so liberally supplied, notwithstanding the estab* 
lished laws of the. service, which restrict prisoneis 
to two-thirds allowance ; but Capt^ain Edwards xery 
humanely commiserated their unhappy and inevita- 
ble length of confinement.*' Mr. Morrison, one of 
the prisoners, gives a very different account of their 
treatment from that of Edwards or Hamilton. He 
says that Captain Edwards put both legs of the two 
midshipmen in irons, and that he branded them with 
the opprobrious epithet of " piratical villains that 
they, with the rest, being strongly handcuffed, were 

Eut into a kind of round-house, only eleven feet long, 
uilt as a prison, and aptly named Pandora's Box,'* 
which was entered by a scuttle in the roof, about 
eighteen inches square. This was done in order* 
that they might be kept separate from the crew, and 
also the more effectually to prevent them from 
having any communication with the natives ; that 
such of those friendly creatures as venfhred to look 
pitifully towards them were instantly turned out of 
the ship, and never again allowed to come on board 
But two sentinels were kept constantly upon the 
roof of the prison, with orders to shoot the first of 
its inmates who should attempt to address another 
in the O taheitan dialect* 
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That Captain Edwards took every precaqtiou to 
keep hie prisoners in safe custody, and place them in 
conlinemeht, as by his instructions he was directed 
to do, may be well imagined,* but Mr. Morrison will 
probably be thought to go somewhat beyond credi- 
bility in stating that orders were given " to shoot any 
of the prisoners," when confined in irons. Captain 
Edwards must have known that such an act would 
have cost him his commission, or something more. 
The fact is, that information was given to Edwards* 
at least he so asserts, by the brother of the King of 
Otaheite, an intelligent chief, that a conspiracy was 
formed among the natives to cut the ship's cables 
the first strong wind that should blow on the shore* 
which was'considered to be the more probable, as 
many of the prisoners were said to be married to the 
most respectable chiefs^ daughters in the district 
opposite to the anchorage; that the midshipman 
Stewart, in particular, had married the daughter of a 
man of great landed property near Matavai Bay. 
This intelligence, no doubt, wein^hed with the cap- 
tain in giving his orders for the close confinement 
of the prisoners ; and particularly in restricting the 
visits of the natives ; but so far is it from being true 
that all communication between the mutineers and 
the natives was cUt off, that we are distinctly told 
by Mr. Hamilton, that ''the prisoners* wives visited 
the ship daily, and brought their children, who were 
permitted to be carried to their unhappy fathers. To 
see the poor captives in irons,** he says, " weeping 
over their ':ender offspring, was too moving a scene for 
any feeling heart. Their wives brought them ample 
supplies of ev ery delicacy that the country afforded, 
while we lay there, and behaved with the greatest 
fidelity and affection to them.**t 

* HiK ordarif nn fhns :— " Tcra are to keep the matkicers as cloMly 
e^nflneil aji m ly preclude all po!i?<ibHity of their *»8eapinff, having, how- 
ever, proper regard to tbc preservation of their liveM, thai they may ba 
onHSf hf liome, anderyo the poniabmeQi due lo (heir demerits.** 

f V^jragemuid ilw WorJd, by Mr. Geoiytt HamUiflOt p« M. 
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Of the fidelity and attachment of these simple- 
minded creatures an instance is afforded in the affect- 
ing story which is told, in the first Missionary 
Voyage of the Duff, of the unfortunate wife of the 
reputed mutineer Mr. Stewart. It would seem also 
to exonerate Edwards from some part of the charges 
which have been brought against him. 

" The history of Peggy Stewart marks a tender* 
ness of heart that never will be heard without emo- 
tion : she was daughter of a chiefs and taken for 
his wife by Mr. Stewart, one of the unhappy muti- 
neers. They had lived with the old chief in the 
most tender state of endearment; a. beautiful little 
girl had been the fruit of f heir union, and was at the 
breast when the Pandora arrived, seized the crimi- 
nals, and secured them in irons on board the ship. 
Frantic with grief, the unhappy Peggy (for so he had 
named her) flew with her infant in a canoe to the 
arms of her husband. The interview was so affect- 
ing and afflicting, that the officers on board were 
overwhelmed with anguish, and Stewart himself^ 
unable to bear the heart-rending^ scene, begged she 
might not be admitted again on board. She waa 
separated from him by violence, and conveyed on 
shore in a state of despair and grief too for 
utterance. ^A^ithheld frdm him, and forUdden to 
come any more on board, she sunk into the deepest 
dejection; it preyed on her vitals; she lost all relish 
for food and life, rejoiced no more, pined under a 
rapid decay of two months, and fell a victim to her 
feelings, dying literally of a broken heart. Her 
child is yet ahve, and the tender object of our care, 
having been brought up by a sister, who nursed it as 
her own, and has discharged all the duties of aa 
affectionate mother to the (Mrphan infant.^^ 

It does not appear that young Heywood formed 
any matrimonial engagement during his abode in 

* ▲ MMonarv Vovaae to the anatb^^Tn F«ii||lr. o 
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Otaheite. He was not, howeyer, insensibte to flie 
amiable and good qualities of these people. In some 
laudatory verses which he wrote while on the island, 
their numerous good qualities are spoken of in terms 
of the highest commendation. 

All the mutineers that were left on the island 
being received on board the Pandora, that ship pro- 
ceeded in search of those who had gone away in the 
Bounty. It may be mentioned, however, that two 
of the most active in the mutiny, Churchill and 
Thompson, had perished on the island before her ar- 
rival, by violent deaths. These two men had accom- 
panied a chiefs who was the tayo^ or sworn friend, of 
ChurchiU» and having died without childreui this 
lautineer succeeded to his property and dignity, ac- 
cording to the custom of the country* Thompeon, 
for some real or fancied iosulty took an opportunity 
of shooting his companion. The natiTes assemUed, 
and came to a resolution to arenge the murder, and 
literally stoned Thompson to deatli, and his scull 
was brought on board the Pandora- This horrible 
wretch had some time before slain a man and a ciiild 
through mere wantonness, but escaped punishment 
by a mistake that had nearly proved fatal to young 
Heywood. It seems that the description of a per- 
son in Otaheite is usually ^ven by some distinguish- 
ing figure of the tattoo^ and Heywood, having the 
same marks as Thomf|Son, was taken for him ; and 
just as the club was raised to dash out his brains, the 
interposition of an old chief, with whom he was 
travelling round the island, was just in time to avert 
the h\0Ws 

Csfitain Edwards had no clew to cuide him as to 
the route taken by the Bounty, but ne learned from 

different people, and from journals kept on board that 
ship, wliich were found in the chests of the muti- 
neers at Otaheite, the proceedings of Christian and 
his associates after Lieutenant Bligh and his com- 
panions had been turned adi ift in the iaiuich. From 
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these it appears that the pirates proceeded in the 
first instance to the island of Toobouai, in lat. 20^ 13' 
S., long. 149° 35' W., where they anchored on the 
25th May, 1789. They had thrown overboard the 
greater part of the bread-fruit plants, and divided 
among themselves the property of the officei*s and 
men who had been so inhumanly turned adrift. At 
this island they intended to form a settlement, but 
the opposition of the natives, the want of many 
necessary materials, and quarrels among themselves, 
determined them to go to Otaheite to procure what 
might be required to effect their purpose, provided 
they should agree to prosecute their original inten- 
tion. They accordingly sailed from Toobouai about 
the latter end of the month, and arrived at Otaheite 
on the 6th June. The otoo, or reigning sovereign, 
and other principal natives, were very inquisitive 
and anxious to know what had become of Lieuten- 
ant Bligh and the rest of the crew, and also what 
had been done with the bread-fruit plants. TTiey 
were told they had most unexpectedly fallen in with 
Captain Cook, at an island he had just discovered, 
called Whytootakee, where he intended to form a 
settlement, and where the plants had been landed ; 
and that Lieutenant Bligh and the others were stop- 
ping there to assist Captain Cook in the business he 
had in hand, and that he had appointed Mr. Chris- 
tian commander of the Bounty ; and that he was 
now come by his orders for an additional supply of 
hogs, goats, fowls, bread-fruit, and various other 
articles which Otaheite could supply. 

This artful story was quite sufficient to impose on 
the credulity of these humane and simple-minded 
islanders ; and so overcome with joy were they to 
hear that their old friend Captain Cook was alive, 
and about to settle so near them, that every possible 
means were forthwith made use of to procure the 
things that were wanted ; so that in the course of a 
very few days the Bounty received on board three 
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hundred and twelve hogs, tturtyneight goatB, ei^t 
ioma of fowisi a bull and a cow, and a laige quan- 
tity of bread-fruit, plantaiiis,banana8y and other fruits. 
They also took with them eight men, nine women, 

and seven boys. With these supplies they left Ota- 
heiteon the 19th June, and arrived a-second time at 
Toobouai on the 26th. They warped the ship up 
the harbour, landed the live stock, and set about 
buildinff a fort of fifty yards square. 

Whife this work was carrying on, quarrels and dis- 
agreements were daily happening among them, and 
continual disputes and skirmishes were taking place 
with the natives, generally brought on by the violent 
conduct of the invaders, and by depredations comp 
mitted on their property. Retaliations were at« 
tempted 1^ the natives without success, numbers 
of whom* being pursued with firearms, were put to 
death. StUl the situation of the mutineers became 
80 disagreeable and unsafe, the work went on so 
slowly and reluctantly, that the building of the fort 
was agreed to be discoiitiaued. Christian, in fact, 
had very soon perceived that his authority was on 
the wane, and that no peaceful establishment was 
likely to be accompUshed at Toobouai; he therefore 
held a consultation as to what would be the most 
advisable step to take. After much ^ angiy discus- 
sion, it was at length determined that Toobouai 
should be abandoned ; that the ship should once more 
be taken to Otaheite; and. that those who might 
choose to go on shore there might do so, and those 
who preferred to remain in the sh/p might proceed 
in her to whatever place they should . agree upon 
among themselves. 

In consequence of this determmation, thev sailed 
from Toobouai on the 15th, and arrived at Matayai 
Bay on the 20th September, 1789. Here sixteen of 
the mutineers were put ou shore, at their own re- 

?iiest, fourteen of whom were received on board the 
andora« and two of them, as before mentioned. 
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were mnrdered on the island. The remainfn^ nine 
agreed to continue in the Bounty. The small arms, 
powder, canvass, and the small stores belonging to 

\ the ship were equally divided among the whole 

* crew. The Bounty sailed finally from Otaheite on 
the night of the 21st September, and w^as last seen 
the following morning to the north-west of Point 
Venus. They took with them seven Otaheitan men 
and twelve women. It w^as not even conjectured 
whither they meant to go; but Christian had fre- 
quently been heard to say, that his object was to 
discover some unknown or uninhabited island, in 

^ which there was no harbour for shipping; that he 
would nm the Bounty on shore, and make use of her 
materials to form a settlement ; but this was the only 
account, vague as it was, that could be procured 
to direct Captain Edwards in his intended search* 
It appears that w^hen the schooner, of which we 
have spoken, had been finished, six of the fourteen 
mutineers that were left on Otaheite embarked in 
her, with the intention of proceeding to the East 
Indies, and actually put to sea ; but meeting with 
• bad weather, and suspecting the nautical abilities of 

' Morrison, whom they had elected as commanding 
officer, to conduct her in safety, they resolved on 
returning to Otaheite. Morrison, it seems, first un- 
dertook the construction of this schooner, being 
himself a tolerable mechanic, in which he was as- 
sisted by the two carpenters, the cooper, and some 
f others. To this little band of architects, we are told, 
Morrison acted both as director and chaplain, dis- 
tinguishing the Sabbath-day by reading to them the 
church liturgy, and hoisting the British colours on 
a flag-staff erected near the scene of their opera- 
tions. Conscious of his innocence, his object is 
stated to have been that of reaching Batavia in time 
to secure a passage home in the next fleet bound to 
Holland ; but that their return was occasioned, not 
by any distrust of Morrison's talents, but by a 
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teftisal on tlie part of the natives to give them a 
sufficient qnantify of matting and other necessaries 
for so long a voyaee, being, in foct, desirous of re- 
taining them on the island. Stewart and young 
Hey wood took no part in this transaction; having 
made up their minds to remain at Otaheite, and there 
to await the arrival of a king's ship, it being morally 
certain that ere long one would be sent out thither 
to search for them, whatever might have been the 
fate of Bligh and his companions ; and that this was 
really their intention is evident by the alacrity they 
displayed in getting on board the Pandora the mo- 
ment of her arrival. 

On the 8th of May, this frigate le/l Otaheite, ac- 
companied by the little schooner which the muti* 
neers had built, and the history of which is spmer 
what remarkable. In point of size she was nol^^ 

S'eat deal larger than Lieutenant Bligh's laundUi^ic§ . 
mensions being thirty f(^t length of keeL thirt^ 
five feet length on deck, nine feet and a n^ef- 
treme breadth, five feat depth of the hold. She 
parted from the Pandora near the Palmerston 
Islands, when searching for the Bounty, and was not 
heard of till the arrival of the Pandora's crew at 
Samarang, in Java, where they found her lying at 
anchor, the crew having suffered so dreadfully from 
famine and the want of water, that one of the young 
gentlemen belonging to her became delirious. She 
was a remarkably swift sailer, and being afterward 
employed in the sea-otter trade, is stated to have 
made one of the quickest passages ever known from ' 
China to the Sandwich Islands. This memorable 
little vessel was porehased at Canton by the late 
Captain B^ughtoa, to assist him in surveying the 
Mast of Tartary, and became the means ofpre- 
serving the crew of his majesty's ship Providence? 
amounting to one hundred and twelve men, when 
wrecked to the eastward of Formosa, intheyearHQ?. 
The Pandora called at numerous islands witLuut 
. , - N 
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success, but on Lieutenant Corner having landed on 
one of the Palmerston's group, he found a yard and 
some spars with the broad arrow upon them, and 
marked "Bounty." This induced the captain to 
cause a very minute search to be made in all these 
islands, in the course of which the Pandora, b'^ine 
driven out to sea by blowing weather, and very thick 
and hazy, lost sight of the little tender and a jolly 
boat, the latter of which was never more heard of. 
This gives occasion to a little splenetic effusion from 
a writer in a periodical journal,* which was hardly 
called for. " When tliis boat," says the writer, 
" with a midshipman and several men (four), had 
been inhumanly ordered from alongside, it was 
known that there was nothing in her but one piece 
of salt-beef, compassionately thrown in by a sea- 
man ; and horrid as must have been their fate, the 
flippant surgeon, after detailing the disgraceful fact, 
adds, * that this is the way the world was peopled, 
or words to that effect, for we quote only from me- 
mory." The following is quoted from the book : — 
"It may be difficult to surmise^" says the surgeon, 
" what has been the fate of those unfortunate men. 
They had a piece of salt beef tliro\yn into the boat 
to them on leaving the ship ; and it rained a good 
deal that night and the following day, whkh might 
satiate their thirst. It is by these accidents the 
Divine Ruler of the universe has peopled the 
southern hemisphere." This is no more than as- 
serting an acknowledged fact that can hardly admit 
of a dispute, and there appears nothing in the para- 
graph which at all affects the character of Captain 
Edwards, against whom it is levelled. 

After a fruitless search of three months, the Pan- 
dora arrived on the 29th August on the coast of 
New-Holland, and close to that extraordmary reef 
of coral rocks called the " Barrier Reef," which 

• United Service JoumaL 
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tuDs Aonif the greater part of the eastern coast, but 
at a considerable distance from ft. The boat had 
been sent out to look for an opening, which was soon 

discovered, but in the course of the niffht the ship 
had drifted past it. "On getting soundings," says 
Captain Edwards, in his narrative laid before the 
court-martial, ** the topsails were filled; but before 
the tacks were hauled on board and other sail made 
and trimmed, the ship struck upon a reef; we had a 
quarter less two fathoms on the larboard side, and 
three fathoms on the starboard side ; the sails were 
braced about different ways to endeavour to get her 
off, but to no purpose ; they were then clewed up 
and afterward fdrled, the top-gallant yards got 
down and the top-gdlant masts struck. Boats 
were hoisted out with a view to carry out an 
anchor, but before that dould be effected the ship 
struck so Tiolently on the reeft that the carpenter 
reported she made eighteen inches of water in live 
minutes'; and in five minutes after this, that there 
were four feet of water in the hold. Finding the 
teak increasing so fast, it was thought necessary to 
turn the hands to the pumps, and to bail at the dif- 
ferent hatchways; but she still continued to gain 
upon us so fast, that in little more than an hour and 
a half after she struck, there were eight feet and a 
half of water in the hold. About ten we perceived 
that the ship had beaten over the reef, and was in 
ten fathoms water; we therefore let go the small 
bower anchor, cleared away a cable, and let vro the 
best bower anchor in fifteen and a half fathoms 
water under foot, to steady the ship. Some of her 
guns were thrown overboard, and the water gained 
upon tts only in a small degree, and we flattered 
ourselves that by the assistance of a thrummed 
topsail, which we were preparing to haul under the 
Blup*8 bottom^ we might be able to lessen the leak, 
and to free her of water : but these flattering hopes 
did not continue long; for, as she settled in the 
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water the leak increased againi and in so great a 
degree that there was reason to apprehend she 
would sink before daylight* During the night two 
of the pumps were unfoHunately for some time ren- 
dered useless ; one of them, however, was repaired, 
and we continilied bailing and pumping the remainder 
of the night; and every effort that was thought of 
was made to keep afloat and preserve the ship. 
Daylight fortunately appeared, and gave us the op- 
portunity of seeing our situation and the surround- 
ing danger, and it was evident the ship had been 
carried to th^ northward by a tide or current. 

" The officers, whom I had consulted on the sub- 
ject of our situation, gave it as their opinion that 
nothing more could be done for tlie preservation of 
the ship; it then became necessary to endeavour to 
provide and to find means for the preservation of 
the people* Our four boats, which consisted of one 
b.unch, one eight-oared pinnace* and two six-oared 
yawls, with careful hands in them, were kept astern 
of the ship; a small quantity of bread, water, and 
other necessary articles were put into them ; two 
canoes which we had on board were lalshed to- 
gether and put into the water ; rafts were made, and 
all floating things upon deck were unlashed. 

" About half-past six in the morning of the S9th 
the hold was full, and the water was between decks, 
and it also washed hi at the upper deck ports, and 
there were strong indications that the ship was on 
the very point of sinking, and we began to leap 
overboard and take to the boats, and before every- 
body could get out of her she actually sunk. The 
boats continued astern of the ship in the direction 
of the drift of the tide from her, and took up the 
people that had hold of rafts and other floating 
things that had been cast loose, for the purpose of 
supporting them on the water. The double canot, 
that was able to jsupport a considerable number of 
men, broke adrift with only one man, and was 
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bulged upon a reef, and afforded us no assistance 
when she was so much wanted on this trying and 
melancholy occasion. Two of the boats wereladen 
with men, and sent to a small sandy island (or key) 
ri>out four miles from the wreck ; and 1 remained 
near the ship for some time with the other two 
boats, and picked up all the people that could be 
seen, and then followed the first two boats to the 
key; and having landed the men and cleared the 
boats, they were immediately despatched again to 
look about the wreck and the adjoining reef for any 
that might be missing, but they returned without 
having- found a single person. On mustering the 
people that were saved, it appeared that eighty-nine 
of the ship's company, and ten of the mutineers that 
had been prisoners on board, answered to their 
names; but thirty-one of the ship's company and 
four mutineers were lost with the ship.'* 

It is remarkable enough that so little notice is 
taken of the mutineers in this narratire of the 
captain; and as the following siatemnnt is supposed 
to come from the late Lieutenant Corner, who was 
flOcond lieutenant of the Pandora, it is entitled to be 
considered as authentic, and if so^ Captain Edwards 
must have desenred the character ascribed to him 
of being altogether destitute of the common feel- 
ings of humanity. 

^Tluree of the Bounty's people, ColemaUf Non 
man, and M'lntosh, were now let out of irons, and 
sent to work at the pumps. The others offered 
their assistance, and begged to be allowed a chance 
of saving their lives ; instead of which, two addi- 
tional sentinels were placed over them, with orders 
to shoot any who should attempt to get rid of their 

tters. Seeing no prospect of escape, they betook 
themselves to prayer, and prepared to meet their 
fate, every one expecting that the ship would soon 
go to pieces, her rudder and part of the stern-post 
being already beat away." 
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When the ship was -^tually sinking, and ere^ 
effort makings for the preservation of the crew, it is 

asserted that " no notice was taken of the prisoners, 
as is falsely stated by the author of the ' Pandora's 
Voyage,' although Captain Edwards was entreated 
by Mr. Hey wood to have mercy upon them, when he 
passed over their prison, to make his own escape, 
the ship then lyinp: on her broadside with the lar- 
board borw completely under water. Fortunately, 
the master-atrarms, either by accident or design, 
when slipping from the roof of ' Pandora's Box* 
into the sea, let the keys of the irons fall through 
the scuttle or entrance, which he had just before 
opened, and thus enabled them to commence their 
own liberation, in whidi they were generously 
assisted, at the imminent risk of his own life, by 
WilUom Moulter, a boatswain^s mate, who clung to 
the coamings, and pulled the long bars through the 
shacklps, saying he would set Uiem free, oi go to 
the bottom with them. 

"Scarcely was this effected when the ship went 
down, leaving nothing visible but the topmast cross- 
trees. The master-at-arms and all the sentinels 
sunk to rise no more. The cries of them and the 
other drowning men were awful in the extreme; 
and more than half an hour had elapsed before the 
survivors could be taken up by the boats. Amons 
the former were Mr. Stewart, John Sumner, Richara 
Skinner, and Henry Hillbrant, the whole of whom 
perished with their hands still in manacles. 

^ On this melancholy occasion Mr. Hey wood was 
tile last person but three who escaped from the 
prison, into which the water had already found its 
way through the bulkhead scuttles. Jumping over- 
board, he seized a plank, and was swimming towards 
a small sandy quay (key) about three miles distant, 
when a boat picked him up, and conveyed him thither 
in a state of nudity. It is worthy of remark, that 
James Morrison endeavoured to follow his young 
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COmpanionV example, and, although handcuffed, 
managed to keep aiioat until a boat came to his 
assistance." . 

This account would appear almost incredible. It 
is true men are sometimes found to act the part of 
inhuman monsters, but then they are generally ac- 
tuated by some motive or extraordinary^excitement; 
here, however, there was neither; but, on die con- 
trary, the condition of the poor prisoners appealed 
most forcibly to the mercy and humanity of their 
Jailer. The surgeon of the ship states, in his ac« 
count of her loss, that as soon as the spars, boomsi 
hehcooj^Si and other buoyant articles were cut loose, 
^ the prisoners were ordered to be let out of irons.*' 
One would imagine, indeed, that the officers on 
this dreadful emergency would not be witness to 
such inhumanity without remonstrating effectually 
against keeping these unfortunate men confined a 
moment beyond the period when it became evident 
that the ship must sink. It will be seen, however, 
presently, from Mr. Heywood's own statement, that 
they were so kept, and that the brutal and unfeeling 
conduct which has been imputed to Captain £dwards 
is but too true. 

It is an awful moment when a ship takes her last 
heel, just before going down* When the Pandora 
sunk, the surgeons say, the crew had just time to 
leap overboard, accompanying it with a most dread- 
ful yell. The cries of the men drowning in the 
- water were at first awful in the extreme ; but as they 
sunk and became faint, they died away by degrees." 
How accurately has Dyron described t4ie whole pro- 
gress of a shipwreck to the final catastrophe ! He 
might have been a spectator of the Pandora at the 
moment of her foundering^ when 

She gave a heel, and then a lurch to port, 

And, going down head foremost— sunk 

Then rose from sea to mky the wild farewell ! 
Tbeo 8tinek*d the timid aod stood siiil the br«Tt< 
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Ttai MOM l«tp^ ofvrtMMirtf wHli dfMidfUydl, 

As eager to anticipate ihcir j^mvc ; 
And the sea yawn*d around her like a hell, 

And down she sacked wnii ber tht whirling wsra^ 
Like MW Wlio grapples wHIi lila enemy, 
And etrivee lo BUrangle bfm betoce be die. 

And lifet one nnlventl riurlek thete meli^ 

Louder than the loud ocean, like a crash 
or echoing thunder; and then all hushM, 

Save the wild wind aoo the remorsiilees dash 
Ofbillouve; but et imemUe there giub*d» 

Accmnpanied with a convulsive eplatb^ 
A Roliiary shriek— the bubbling cry 
Of aouie strong swimmer in hie agony. 



On the sandy key which fortunately presented 

itself the shipwrecked seamen hauled up the boats, 
to repair those that were damaged and to stretch 
canvass round the gunwales, the better to keep out 
the sea from breaking into them. The heat of the 
sun and the reflection from the sand are described as 
excruciating, and the thirst uf the men was rendered 
intolerable, from their stomachs being filled with salt- 
water in the length of time they had to swim before 
being picked up. Mr. Hamilton says, they were 

Geatly disturbed in the night by the irregular be* 
viour of onet>f the seamen, named Conneil, which 
made them suspect he had got drunk with some 
wine that had been saved $ but it turned' out that the 
excruciating torture he suffered from thirst had in* 
duced him to drink salt-water ; by which means he 
went mad, and died in the sequel of the voyage.*' 
It seems, a small keg of water and some biscuits 
had been thrown hito one of the boats, which they 
found by calculation would be sufllcient to last six- 
teen days, on an allowance of two wineglasses of 
water per day to each man, and a very small quan- 
tity of bread, the weight of which was accurately 
ascertained by a musket-ball and a pair of wooden 



The crew and the prisoners were now distributed 
among the four boats. At Bligh's Mountainous 
Island** they entered a bay where swarms of natives 
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'came down and made signs for their landing ; bat 
this they declined to do ; on which an arrow was 
discharged and struck- one of the boats ; and as the 
savages were seen to be collecting their bows and 
arrows« a volley of muskets, a few of which hap- 
pened to be in the boats, was discharged, which put 
them to flijOfht. While sailing among the islands and 
near the shore, they now atid then stopped to pick 
up a few oysters and procure a little fresh water. 
On the 2d September they passed the north-west 
point of New-Holland, and launched into the great 
Indian Ocean, havin<^ a voyage of about a thousand 
miles still to perform. 

It will be recollected that Captain Bligh's people 
received warmth and comfort by wringing out their 
clothes in salt water. The same practice w^is adopted 
by the crews of the Pandora's boats ; but the doctor 
observes, that " this wetting their bodies with salt 
water is not advisable, if protracted beyond three or 
four days, as after that time the great absorption 
from the skin that takes place taints the fluids with 
the bitter part of salt water, so that the sahva be<* 
comes intolerable in the mouth*** Their mouths^ 
indeed, he says, became so parched, that few at* 
tempted to eat the slender allowance of bread. He 
also remarks, that as the sufferings of the people 
continued, their temper became cross and savage. 
In the captain^ boat, it is stated, one of flie muti- 
neers took to praying; but that ^flie captain, sus* 
ectinj^ the purity of his doctrines, and unwilling that 
e should have a monopoly of the business, gave 
prayers himself.** 

On the 13th they saw the island of Timor, and the 
hext morning landed and got some water and a few 
small fish from the natives; and on the night of the 
I5th anchored opposite the fort of Coupang. No- 
thing could exceed the kindness and hospitality of 
the governor and other Dutch officers of this settle- 
ment, in alTordiag every possible assistance and 
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relief m their distressed condition. Hsnring remsmi^ 
here three weeks, they embarked on the fth of Oc- 
tober on board the Rembang Dutch Indiaman, and 
on the 30th anchored at Samarang, where they were 
agreeably surprised to find their little tender, which 
they had so long given up for lost. On the 7th 
November they arrived at Batavia, where Captain 
Edwards agreed with the Dutch East India Company, 
to divide the whole of the ship's company and 
prisoners among four of their ships proceeding to 
feurope. The latter the captain took with him in 
the Vreedenburgh ; but finding his majeatJ^s^i^Bjt^ 
Gorgon at the Cape, he transhipped hiinself um 

Srisonerdy and proceeded in her to Spttheady wkHb 
e arrived on the 19th June, 1799. ; 
Captain Edwards in his meager nstnUfe twta 
no more notice of his prisoners with regard to the 
mode in which they were disposed of at Coupang 
and Batavia, than he does when tlie Pandora went 
down. In fact, he suppresses all information re- 
specting them from the day in which they were 
consigned to " Pandora's Box." From this total in- 
difference towards these unfortunate men and their 
almost unparalleled sufferings. Captain Edwards 
must be set down as a man whose only feeling was 
to stick to the letter of his instructions, and rigidly 
to adhere to what he considered the strict hne of his 
duty ; that he was a man of a cold phlegmatic die* 
positiottt whom no distress could move; and whose 
feelings were not easily disturbed by the sufferings 
of his fellow-creatures. He appears to have been 
one of those mortals who might say with Manfred-^ 



My ■piril walkM not witb the souls of mm ; 



My jf^ys, my griefs, my passions, and my poweM r ] k !ip(^ 
Made ine aatrtngar ; ilioiifb 1 wore ibv toirnt 
Iliadiwqnnpttliy witlibraatliUi(lleili! 

There seems to have been a general feeling at and 
before the court-martial, that Captain £dwards had 
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« eteised a harshi uimecessaryt and onAie degree 
severitjr on his prisoners. It is the customt 
saactiQDpajQo doubt oy long usage, to place in irons 
sucli^lja^ have been guilty of mutiny in a ship 
'''^-war^v aStt w necessity of so doing is obvious 
eBbugh*---to^^^P in tfie most effectual manner 

dommt|Hdeation with the rest of the ship's company, 
who mignt be contaminated by their intercourse witli 
such mischievous and designing men ; men whose 
crime is of that die that, if found guilty, they have 
little hope to escape the punishment of death, to 
which a mutineer must by the naval articles of war 
be sentenced ; no alternative being left to a court* 
martial in such a case but to pronounce a sentence 
of acquittal or of death. 

In the present case, howeveri most of the prisoners 
had sunendered themselves; many of tnem had 
taken no active part in the mutiny ; and otters had 
been forcibly compelled to remain in the ship. It 
•was not likely, therefore, that any danger could 
arise from inmilging them occasionally and in turns 
Hith a few hours of fresh air on deck. As little 
ianpr was there of their escaping; where indeed 
could they escape to, especially when the ship was 
going down, at a great distance from any shore, and 
the nearest one known to be inhabited by savages ] 
All or most of them were desirous of getting homci 
and throwing themselves on God and their country. 
The captain, however, had no compunctious visit* 
ings of nature'' to shake his purpose, which seems 
to have been to keep them strictly in irons during 
the whole passage, and to deliver theai over in that 
state on his arrival in England* * 
vrPerhaps the circumstance of th^ tdnie of piracy 
bdng soperadded to that of mutiny, may have ope* 
rated on his stern nature, and induced him to inflict 
a greater severity of punishment than he might 
otherwise have done, and which he certainly did far 
beyond the letter and spirit of his instructions. He. 
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might have considered, that in all ages and among 
all nations, with the exception of some of the Gre^ 
states,* piracy has been neld in the atmost abhor* 
rence, and those guilty of it treated with singular 
and barbarous severity ; and that the most sangui* 
nary laws were established for the protection of per- 
son and property in maritime adventure. The laws 
of Oleron, which were composed under the imme- 
diate direction of our Richard I., and became the 
common usage among maritime states w^hose ves* 
sels passed through British seas, are conceived in a 
spirit of the most barbarous cruelty.f Thus, if a 
poor pilot through ignorance lost the vessel, he was 
either required to mike full satisfaction to the mer- 
chant for damages sustained, or to lose his head» 
In the case of wrecks, where the lord of the coast 
(something like our present vice-admiral) should be 
found to be in league with the pilots, and run the 
ships on rocks in older to get salvage, the VsaM 
lord, the salvers, and all concerned are declared to 
be accursed and excommunicated, and punished aS 
thieves and robbers ; and the pilot condemned to be 
hanged upon a high gibbet, which is to abide and 
remain to succeeding ages on the place where 
erected, as a visible caution to other ships sailing 
thereby. Nor was the fate of the lord of the coast 
less severe, — his property was to be confiscated, and 
himself fastened to a post in the midst of his own 
mansion^ which, being dred at the four conievaiiise^ 

* The Pboceans, on acoouat of the sterility of their country, wen ia 
the habit of praetfaitig piracy* which, aceordifig to Jnstto, waa held to he* 

an honourable proVbssion. 

t These laws are contained In an ancient anthentic book, called " The 
Black Book of the Admiralty/' in which ail thinga therein comprehended 
aft engrossed on ▼elliim, in an ancient ehataeter; wUeh has been from 
time to time kept in the registry of t he High Gciirt of Admiralty for the 
use of the judges. When Mr. Luders made inquiry at the office in 
Doctors' Commons, in 1808, he was informed by the proper officers there 
that they had never seen such book, and knew nothing of it. nor where 
to find it. The (ket is, tho hook in quastkm was put into Lord Thurlow^ , 
hands when atf onNy-fBDefBlf and noWfotiiiiMd* Tbfidre Jo a eopr of If , 
in the Admiralty . . • 
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all to be burned together ; the walls thereof demol- 
ished, and the spot on which it stood be converted 
into a niarket-phice for the sale only of hogs and 
swine, to all posterity* 

These and iniiny other barbarous usages were 
transferred into the institutions of Wisbuy, which 
formed the jus mcrcalorum for a long period, and in 
which great care was taken for the security of ships 
against their crews. Among other articles are the 
following :-^Whoever draws a sword upon the master 
of a vessel, or wilfull}r falsifies the compass, shall 
have his right hand nailed to the mast. Whoever 
behaves riotously shall be punished by being keel-* 
hauled. Whoever is guilty of rebellion (or mutiny) 
shall be thrown overt^ard* 

For the supprecision of piracy, the Portagnese, in 
fheir early intercourse with India, had a summary 
punishment, and accompanied it with a. terrible 
example, to deter others from the commission of 
the crime. Whenever they took a pirate ship, they 
instantly hanged every man, carried away the sails, 
rudder, and every thing that was valuable in the 
ship, and left her to be buffeted about by the winds 
and the waves, with the carcasses of the criminals 
dangliiig from the yards, a horrid object of terror to 
all who might chance to fall in with her. Even to 
tibis day a spice of the laws of Oleron still remains 
in the maritime code of European nations, as far 
as regards mutiny and piracy; and a feeling of this 
kind may have operated on the mind of Captain 
Edwards, especially as a tendency even to mutiny, 
or mutinous expressions, are considered, by the usage 
of the service, as justifying the commander of a 
ship of war to put the offenders in irons. Besides, 
the treatment of Bligh, whose admirable conduct 
imider the unparalleled sufferings of himself and all 
who accompanied him in the open boat, had roused 
the people of England to the highest pitch of indig* 

O 
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nation against CIiTistian and his associates^ in wliicll 
Bdwai^ no doabt participated* 
The foUowbig letter of Mr» l^eter Heywood to 

his mother removes all doubt as to the character 

and conduct of this officer* It is an artless and 
pathetic .tale, and» as his amiable sister says^ 
breathes not a syllable iucousisteut with truth and 
honour.^' * 

" Satavioj November 20th, 179L 
**My ever-honoured and dearest Mother, 
" At lengtii the time has arrived when you are 
once more to hear from your ill-fated son, whose 
conduct at the capture of that ship in which it wa3 
my fortune to embark has, I fear, from what has 
since happened to me, been grossly misrepresented 
to you by Lieutenant Bligh, who, by not knowing^ 
the real cause of my remaining on Doard* naturally 
suspected mei unhappily for me» to be a coadjutor ui 
the mutiny \ but I neveri to my knowledgci while 
under his command^ behaved myself in a manner 
unbecoming the station I occupiedf nor so much as 
even entertained a thought derogatorjr to his honour^ 
so as to give him the least grounds for entertaining 
an opinion of me ao ungenerous and undeserved; 
for I flatter myself he cannot eive a character of 
my conduct, while I was under his tuition) that could 
merit the slightest scrutuiy. Oh ! my dearest mo* 
ther, I iiope you have not no easily credited such an. 
account of me ; do but let me vindicate niy conduct, 
and declare to you the true cause of my remaining 
in the ship, and you will then see how little 1 deserve 
censure, and how I have been injured by so gross 
an aspersion* I shall then ^ive you a short and 
cursory account of what has happened to me snice; 
but I am afraid to say a hundredth part of what I 
have got in store, for I am not allowed the use of 
writing materials, if known, so that this is done by 
stealth I but if it should ever come to your handSf it 
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win, I hope, have the desired effect of removing 
your uneasiness on my aecoont, when I assure you, 

before the face of God, of my innocence of what is 
laid to niy charge. How 1 came to remain on board 
was thus: 

"The morninj? the ship was taken, it being my 
watch below, happeniiig to awake just after day- 
light, and looking out of my hammock, I saw a man 
sitting upon the arm-chest in the main hatchway, 
with a drawn cutlass in his hand, the reason of 
which I could not divine; so I got out of bed and 
inquired of him what was the cause of it. He told 
me that Mr. Christian, assisted by some of the ship's 
company, had seized the captain and put him in con* 
finement; had taken the command of the ship, and 
meant to carry Biigh home a prisoner, in order to 
try him by court-martial for his long tyrannical and 
oppressive conduct to his peo{de. I was quite 
thunderstruck ; and; huityiog into my berth again, 
told one of my messmates, whom I awakened out 
of his sleep,, what had happened. Then dressing 
myself, I went up the fore-batchway, and saw what 
he had told me was but too true; and again I asked 
some of the people who were under arms what 
was going to be done with the captain, who was 
then on the larboard side of the quarter-deck, with 
his hands tied behind his back, and Mr. Christian 
alongside him with a pistol and drawn bayonet. I 
now heard a very different story, and that the cap- 
tain was to be sent ashore to Tofoa in the launch, 
and that those who would not join Mr. Christian 
might either accompany the captain, or would be 
taken in irons to Otaheite and left there. The 
relation of two stories so different left me unable 
to judge which could be the true one; but, seeing 
them hoisting the boats out, it seemed to prove the 
latter. 

In this trying situation, 3roung and inexperienced 
as I was, and without an adviser (every person being, 
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as it were, infatuated, and not knowing what to do), 
I remained for a while a silent spectator of what 
was going on; and after revolving the matter in my 
mind, I determined to choose what I thought the 
less of two evils, and stay by the ship ; for I had 
no doubt that those who went on shore in the 
launch would be put to death by the savage Datives, 
whereas the Otaheitans being a humane and generous 
race, one niight have a hope of being kindly received, 
and remain there until the arrival of some ship, 
which seemed, to silly me, the most consistent witti 
reason and rectitude. 

While this resolution possessed mv mind, at the 
same time lending my assistance to noist out the 
boats, the hurry and confusion aiiairs were in, and 
thinking my intention just, I never thought of going 
to Mr. Bligh for advice ; besides, what confirmed 
me in it was, my seeing two experienced officers, 
when ordered into the boat by Mr. Christian, desire 
his permission to remain in the bhip, (one of whom 
my own messmate, Mr, Haywaid,) and I being as- 
sisting to clear the launch of yams, he asked me 
what I intended to do ; I told him, to remain in the 
ship. Now this answer, I imagine, he has told Mr. 
Bligh T made to hiin ; from which, together with my 
not speaking to him that morning, his suspicions of 
me haA e arisen, construing my conduct into what is 
foreign to my nature. 

" Thus, my dearest mother, it was all owing to 
my youth and unadvised inexperience, but has been 
interpreted into villany and disregard of my comu 
try's laws, the ill effects of which I at present, and 
still am to labour under for some months longer. 
And now, after what I have asserted, I may still 
once more retrieve my injured reputation, be again 
reinstated in the affection and favour of the most 
tender of mothers, and be still considered as her ever 
dutiful son. 

I was not undeceived m my erroneous deosioa 
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till too late, which was after the captain was in the 
launcli; for while I was talking to the niaster-at* 
arms, one of the ringleaders in the affaiff my other 
messmate, whom I had left in his hammock in the 
berth (Mr. Stewart), came up to me, and asked me 
if 1 was not goini; in the launch. I replied, No; 
upon which be told me not to think of such a tiling 
as remaining behind, but take his advice and go down 
below with nim to get a few necessary things, and 
make haste to go with him into the launch ; adding, 
that by remaining in the ship I should incur an 
equal share of guilt with the mutineers themselves. 
I reluctantly followed his advice; I say reluctantly^ 
because I knew no better, and was foolish; and the 
boat swimining very deep in the water, the land 
being far distant, the tlioughts of heing sacrificed 
by the natives, and the self-consciousness ol my 
first intention being just, all these considerations 
almost staggered my resolution; however, 1 pre- 
ferred my companitm's judgment to iny own, and 
we both jumped down the main hatchway to prepare 
ourselves for the boat; but, no sooner were we in 
the berth, than the master-at-arms ordered the 
sentry to keep us both in the berth till he should 
receive orders to release us. W e desired the mas- 
ter-at-arms to acquaint Mr. Bligh of our intention, 
which we had reason to think he never did, nor were 
we permitted to come on deck until the launch was 
a long way astern. I now, when too late, saw my 
error 

^ At the latter end of May we got to an island 

to the southward of Taheit6, called Tooboui, where 
they intended to make a settlement; but, finding no 
slock there of any kind, they agreed to go to Ta- 
heite, and, after procuring hogs and fowls, to return 
to Tooboui and remain. So, on the 6th June, we 
arrived at Taheite, where I was in hopes I might 
find an opportunity of running away and remaining 
Oil shorei but 1 could not effect it, as there waa 

02 
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always too giMA a look-out kept to prevent any such 
steps being taken. And besides they had all sworn 
that should any one make his escape, they would 
force the natives to restore him, and would then 
shoot him as an example to the rest ; w^ell knowing, 
that any one by remaining there might be the means 
(should a ship arrive) of discovering their intended 

(lace of abode* Finding it therefore impracticable, 
saw no other alternative but to rest as content as 
possible and return to Tooboui, and .there wait tiO 
the masts of the Bounty should be taken out, and 
then take the boat which might carry me to Taheite, 
and disable those remaining from pursuit.* But 
Provide^Mce so ordered it, that we hud no occasion 
to try our fortune at such a hazard, for, upon return- 
ing there and remaining till the latter end of August, 
in which time a fort was almost built, but nothing 
could be effected ; and as the natives could not be 
brought to friendly terms, and with whom we had 
many skirmishes, and narrow escapes from being 
cut off by them, and, what was still worse, internal 
broils and discontent, — these things determined part 
of the people to leave the island and go to Taheit6, 
which was carried by a majority of votes. 

This being earned into execution on the 22d 
September, and havuig anchored in Matavai Bay, 
the next morning my messmate (Mr. Stewart) and 
I went on shore, to the house of an old hinded pro^ 
prietor, our fonner friend; and being now set free 
from a lawless crew, determined to remain as much 
apart from them as possible, and wait patiently for 
the arrival of a ship. Fourteen more of the Boun- 
ty's people came likewise on shore, and Mr. Chris- 
tian and eight men went away with the ship, but 
God knows whither* While we remained here, wa 

♦ Morrison mentions, in hin joiirnr^K a plan to this effect, contrived 
by Heywood, Stewart, a:id bimself, bui observes, " It waa a CooUaii 
■tteinpt, as, had we met with bad weatbor our crazy boot wouid car* 
laUiJy bavemade us a colKUi * 
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were treated by our kind and friendly natives with a 

generosity ana humanity almost unparalleled, and 
such as we could hardly have expected from the 
most civilized people. 

"To be brief— having remained here till the latter 
end of March, 1791, on the 2Gih of that month his 
majesty's ship Pandora arrived, and had scarcely 
anchored, when my messmate and I went on board 
and made ourselves known; and having learned from 
one of the natives who had been off in a canoe, that 
our former messmate Mi. Hay ward, now promoted 
to the rank of lieutenant, was on board, we asked 
for him, supposing he might prove the assertions of 
our innocence. But he (like all worldlings when 
raised a little in life) received us. very coolly, atid 
Pretended ignorance of our affairs; yet formerly, 
ne and I were bound in brotherly love and frietid* 
ship. Appearances being so much against us, we 
were ordered to be put in iron^ wA looked upon — 
i>b, infernal words ! — ^as piratical PtUains. A rebuff 
80 severe as this was, to a person unused to trou- 
blesj would perhaps have been insupportable; but to 
me, who had now been lone inured to the frowns of 
fortune, and feeling myself supported by an inward 
consciousness of not deserving it, it was received 
with the greatest composure, and a full determina- 
tion to bear it with patience. . 

"My sufferings, however, I have not power to 
describe; but though they are great, yet I thank God 
for enabling me to bear them without repinin<r. I 
endeavour to qualify my affliction with these three 
considerations, first, my innocence not deserving 
them ; secondly, that they cannot last long ; ana 
thirdly, that the change may be for the better. The 
first improves my hopes, the second my patience, 
and the third my courage. I am young- in years, 
but old in what the world calls adversity ; and it has 
had such an effect, as to make me consider it the 
most beneficial incident that could have occurred at 
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my age. If has made me acquainted with three 
things which are little known* and as Httle beiieved 
hy an^ but those who have felt their effects : firsts 
the villany and censortousness of mankind; 
ondly, the Aitilitv of all human hopes; and thirdlyy 
the happiness of being content in whatever station 
it mny please Providence to place me. In short» it 
has made me more of a philosopher, than many years 
of a life spent in ease and pleasure would have 
done. 

** As they will no doubt prnceed to the greatest 
lengths against me, I being the only survivinjor officer, 
and they most inclined to believe a prior story, all 
that can be said to confute it will probably be looked 
upon as mere falsity and invention. Should that be 
my unhappy case, and ihty resolved upon my de* 
Btruction as an example to futurity, may God enable 
me to bear my fate with the foruiude of a man, con- 
scious that nnsfortune, not any misconduct, is the 
cause, and that the Almighty can attest my inno- 
cence. Yet why should 1 despond! I have, I hope* 
Still ^ friend in that Providence which hath pre-» 
served nie amid manv greater dangers, and upoa 
whom alone I now depend for safety. God will 
always protect those who deserve it These are 
the sole considerations which have enabled me to 
make myself easy and content under my past mis* 
fortunes. , 

Twelve more of the people who were at Ot»« 
heite having delivared themselves up, there was a 
sort of prison built on the after-part of the quarter- 
deck, into which we were all put in close confine- 
ment, with both legs and both hands in irons, and 
were treated with ^rreat rigour, not being allowed 
ever to tret out of this den ; and, being obliged to 
eat, drink, sleep, and obey the calls of nature here, 
yon may form some idea of the disagreeable situa- 
tion I must have been in, unable as T was to help 
myself (being deprived of the use of both 4uy leg4k 
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and hands)f but by no means adequate to the 
feality. 

" On the 9th May we left Otaheite, and proceeded 
to the Friendly lelands, and about the beginning of 
August got in among the reefe of New-Holland, to 
endeavour to discover a passage through tbem ; but 
It was not effected, for the Pandora, ever unlucky, 
and as if devoted by Heaven to destruction, was 
driven by acurrent upon the patch of a reeft and on 
which, there being a heavy surf, she was soon 
almost bulged to pieces; but having thrown all the 
guns on one side overbo^, and the tide flowing at 
the same time, she beat over the reef into a basin, 
and brought up in fourteen or fifteen fathoms ; but 
she was so much damaged while on the reef, that 
imagining she would go to pieces every niomeat, we 
had contrived to wrench ourselves out of our irons, 
and applied to the captain to have mercy on us, and 
suffer us to take our chance for the preservation of 
our lives; but it was all in vain — he was even so 
inhuman as to order us all to be put in irons again, 
though the ship was expected to go down every mo- 
ment, being scarcely able to keep her under with aU 
the pumps at work, 

^^In this miserable situation, with an expected 
death before our 'eyes, without the least hope of 
relief, and in the most trying state of suspense, we 
spent the night, the ship being by the hand of Provi- 
dence kept up till the morning. The boats by this 
time had all been prepared; and as the captain and 
officers were commg upon the poop or roof of our 
prison, to abandon the ship, the water being then up 
« to the combings of the hatchways, we again im- 
plored his mercy ; upon which he sent the corporal 
and an armourer down to let some of us out of 
irons, but three only were suffered to go up, ^nd the 
scuttle being then clapped on, and the master-at- 
* arms upon it, the armourer had only time to let two 
per30i^H out of iioA>y the rest, except tluee, lettuig 
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themselves out ; two of these three went down with 
them on their hands, and the third was picked up. 
She now began to keel over to port so very much, 
that the master-at-arms, sliding overboard, and 
leaving the scuttle vacant, we all tried to get up, and 
I was the last out but three. The water was then 
pouring in at the bulk-head scuttles, yet I succeeded 
in getting out, and was scarcely in the sea when I 
could see nothing above it but the cross-trees, and 
nothing around me but a scene of the greatest dis- 
tress. I took a plank (being stark-naked) and swam 
towards an island about three miles off, but was 
picked up on my passage by one of the boats. When 
we got ashore to the small sandy key, we found 
there were thirty-four men drowned, four of whom 
were prisoners, and among these was my unfortu- 
nate messmate (Mr. Stewart) ; ten of us, and eighty- 
nine of the Pandora's crew, were saved. 

" When a survey was made of what provisions 
had been saved, they were found to consist of two 
or three bags of bread, two or three beakers of 
water, and a little wine ; so we subsisted three days 
upon two wine glasses of water, and two ounces of 
bread per day. On the 1st September we left the 
island, and on the 16th arrived at Coupang in the 
island of Timor, having been on short allowance 
eighteen days. We were put in confinement in the 
castle, where we remained till October, and on the 
6th of that month were sent on board a Dutch ship 
bound for Batavia. ^ . : > " 

" Though I have been eight months in close con- 
finement in a hot climate, I have kept my health in a 
most surprising manner, without the least indispo- , 
sition, and am still perfectly well in every respect, in 
mind as well as body ; but without a friend, and only 
a shirt and pair of trousers to put on, and carry me 
home. Yet with all this 1 have a contented mind, 
. entirely resigned to the will of Providence, which 

* 
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Wildtiet alone enables me to aoat above the reach 

cf unhapplneaa** 

In a subsequent letter to his sister he says, "I 
send you two little sketchesof the manner in which 
his majesty*s ship Pandora went down on the 29th 
August, and of the appearance which Ive who suf* 
Vived made on the small sandy key within the reef, 
about ninety yards long and sixty broad^ in all 
ninety-nine souls; here we remained three daya^ 
aubsisting on a single wineglass of wine or water^ 
and two ouaceaofbreada day« with no abetter iVom 
the meridian and then vertical sun* Captain Ed- 
Wards had tents erected for himself and his people* 
and we prisoners petitioned him for an old sail 
Which waa lying uaeless, part of the wrecks but he 
refused it \ and me only shelter we had was to burv 
ourselves up to the neck in the burning sand, whicn 
scorched the skin entirely off our bodies, for we 
were quite naked, and we appeared as if dipped in 
large tubs of boiling water. We were nineteen 
days in the same miserable sitnalion before we 
landed at Coupangf. 1 was in the ship, in irons^ 
hands and feet, much lonirer than till the position 
you now see her in, the poop alone being above 
water (and that knee deep)« when a kind Provi 
dence assisted me ^ get out of irons and escape 
from her/^ 

fThe treatment of these unhappy men was almost 
as bad at Batevia as in the Pmiaorat being closely 
confined in irons in the castle, and fed on Very bad 

provisions; and the hardf<hips they endured on their 
passage to England, in Dutch ships, were very 
severe, having, as he says, slept on nothing but hard 
boards on wet canvass, without any bed, for seven* 
teen months, always subsisting on short allowance 
of execrable provisions, and without any clothes for 
some time, except such as the charity of two young 
men in the ship supplied him with. Me had during 
his confinement at Batavia learned to make straw 
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hat8» and finished several both his hands in 
fettejs, which he sold for half a crown apiece ; and 
With the produce of thefte he procured a suit of 
coarse clothes, in which, with a cheerftil and light 
heart, notwithstanding dl his sUfTerings, he arrived 
at Portsmouth^ How he preserved his health under 
the dreadful sufferings he endured, and in eight 
months' close confinement in a hot climate, is quite 
wonderful. 

Oil the second day after the arrival of the Gorgon 
at Spithead the prisoners were transferred to the 
Hector, commanded by Captain (the late Admired 
Sir George) Montague, where they were treated 
with the greatest humanity, and every indulgence 
allowed that could with propriety be extended to 
men in their unhappy situation, until the period 
when they were to be nrrnionfif'f^ before the com* 
petent authority, and put on their trials for mutiny 
and piracy, which did not take place until the month 
of September* 

In this period of anxious and awfhl suspense, a 
most interesting correspondence was carried on be* 
tween this unfortunate youth and his numerous 
friends, which exhibits the character of himself and 
the whole family in the most amiable and aflfec* 
tionate colours, and in a more irairticular manner, of 
that adorable creature, his sister Nesi^, who, in 
0ne of her letters, accounts for the pectmar warmth 
of her attachment and expressions by their beings 
nearly of the same age, and engaged in the same 
pursuits, whether of study or amusement, in their 
juvenile years. The poor mother, on hearing of 
his an ivsd, thus addresses her unfortunate son ; 

"Zy/e of Man, June 29th, 1792. 
" Oh ! my ever dearly-beloved and long-lost son, 
with what anxiety have I waited for this period ! 1 
have counted the days, hours, and even minutes since 
I heard of the hoind and unfortunate mutiny 
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which has so long deprived me of my dearest boy : 
but now the happy time is come when, though I 
cannot have the unspeakab^f^fdepsure of seeing and 
embracing you* yet 1 hope' we may be allowed to 
correspond t Bnrely there can be nothing improper 
In a Uberty of this sort between an affectionate 
mother and her dutiful md beloved son^ who, I am 
perfectly convfaiced, was never guilty of the orime 
he has been suspected of by those who dU knew 
his worth and truth. I have not the leasl^loiAt but 
that the all gracious God, who of his good provi- 
dence has protected you so long, and brought you 
safe throusfh so many dangers and difficulties, will 
still protect you, and at your trial make your inno- 
cence appear as clear as the light. All your letters 
have come safe to me, and to my very dear good 
Nessy. Ah! Peter, with what real joy did we all 
receive them, and how happy are we that you are 
now safe in England ! I will endeavour, my dearest 
lad, to make your present situation as comfortable 
as possible, for so affectionate and good a son de- 
serves my utmost attention. Nessy has written to 
our faithful and kind friend, Mr. Heywood, of Ply- 
mouth, for his advice, whether it would be proper 
for her to come up to you ; if he consents to ner so 
doing, not a moment shall be lost, and how happy 
shall I be when shells with you! Such a sister as 
she is ! Oh ! Peters she is a most valuable girl,^^ &c 
On the same day this most valuable girl" thus 
writes •' - j V^' ^ . 

^ The following stiows bow mM Iwr Sind mtaid mm taud oa Jwr 
lulbntuiate broiber : 

On tk€ Arrival of my dearly'belinnd Braihtr^ Feter Beffwood, inBltg 
land, wntten while a Prisofur, andwoMng tknAtnU qfUa 7VW ffl 
toard kit Majttttf* SA^ Mtetof. 

CoKc, (gentle Hum, 1 woo thee once ag«ln, 
Nor woo tbee now in melancholy strain ; 
Assist my verse in cheerAil mood to flow, 
Nor 1st Cus Uttder bown Aagiiiib know j 

P 
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" My dearest and most beloved brother,—- Thanks 
to that Almighty Providence virhich has so mira- 
culously preserved you, your fondi anxious, and, till 
P0W| miserable Nessy, is at last permitted to ad« 
dress the object of her tenderest affection in Eng- 
land ! Oh I my admirable, my heroic boy, what 
have we felt on your account! yet how small, how 
infinitely triffi^ was the misery of our situation 
when compared with the horror of yours ! Let me 
now, however, with confidence hope that the God 
of all mercies has not so long protected ydu m vain, 
but will at length crown your fortitude and pious 
resignation to his will with that peace and happmess 
you so richly merit. How blest did your delightful 
and yet dreadful letter from Batavia make us all ! 
Surely, my beloved boy, you could not for a mo- 
ment imagine we ever supposed you guilty of the 
crime of mutiny* No, no ; believe me, no earthly 
power could have persuaded us that it was possible? 
for you to do any thing inconsistent with strict 
honour and duty. So well did we know your ami- 
able, steady principles, that we were assured your 



Fill all my soul with notes of Love and Joy, 
No more let Grief each anxious thought employ. 
With Rapture now alone thia heart ahall bum, 
And Joy, my Lycidaa, (br thy return ! 
Betiirn'd with every charm, accomplish 'd youth| 
AdornM with Virtue, Innocence, and Truth ; 
Wrapp'd in thy oonneloiie merit atUl remain, 
Till f behold thy lovely fbrm ajfaiii. 
Protect him, Heav'n, from dangers and alarroS| 
And oh 1 restore him to a sister's arms ; 
Boppoit bit (brtUnde in that dread hour 
When he must brave Suspicion's cruel pow*r J 
Grant him (o plead with Eloquence divine, 
In ev'ry word let Truth and Honour shine ; 
Through eaeh sweet accent let Permailon flow ; 
With manly flrmness let his bosom glow. 
Till strong (/Onviction, in each face expressed, 
Grants a reward by Honour's self confessed. 
Let thy Omnipotence preserve him still, 
And all his fUture days with Pleasure fill ; 
And oh ! kind Heav'n, though now in chains he be^ 
Restore him aoon to Priendshipi Love, and me. 
August Uktim,UktfMUm, NBiirBETWM 
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Teasons for staying behind would tarn out snch as 
you represent them ; and I fibrmly trust that Provi- 
dence will at length restore you to those dear and 
affectionate friends, who can know no happiness 
until they are blessed with your loved society. 
Take care of your precious health, my angelic boy* 
I shall soon be with you ; I have written to Mr. 
Hey wood (your and our excellent friend and pro- 
tector) for his permission to go to you immediately, 
which my uncle Haywood, without first obtaining" 
it, would not allow, fearing lest any precipitate step 
mi^ht injure you at present ; and 1 only wait the 
an ival of his next letter to fly into your arms. Oh ! 
my best beloved Peter, how I anticipate the rapture 
of that moment ! — for alas ! I have no joy, no hap- 
piness, but in your beloved society, and no hopesy 
no fears, no wishes, but for you." 

Mr. Hey wood's sisters all address their unfor- 
tunate brother in the same affectionate, but less im- 
passioned strain ; and a httle trait of good feeling 
is mentioned, on the part of an old female servant, 
that shows what a happy and attached family the 
Heywoods were, previous to the melancholy affair 
in which their boy became entangled. Mrs. Hey* 
wood says, My good honest Birket is very welly 
and says your safe return has made her more happy 
than she has been for these two-and-forty years 
she has been in our family." And Miss Nessy teUs 
him, Poor Birket, the most faithful and worthiest 
of servants, desires me to tell you that she almost 
dies with joy at the thought of your safe arrival in 
England* what agony, my dear boy, has she felt 
on your account ; her affection for you knows no 
bounds, and her misery has indeed been extreme ; 
but she still lives to bless your virtues.'' 

The poor prisoner thus replies, from his majesty's 
sliip Hector, to his " beloved sibters all 

**Thi8 day I had the supreme happiness of yoiur 
long expected letters* aiid 1 am net able to express 
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the pVasnre and joy they ftfForded me'; at the sight 
of them my spirits, low and dejected, were ut once 
exhilarat<»d ; my heart had long and greatly sullbred 
from my impatience to hear of those most- dear to 
me, and was tossed and tormented by the storms of 
fearful conjecture — but they are now subsided, and 
my bosom has at length attained that long-lost 
serenity and calmness it once enjoyed; for you 
may believe me when I say it never yet has suffered 
any disquiet from my own misfortunes, but from a' 
truly anxious solicitude for, and desire to hear of, 
your welfare. God be thanked, you still entertain 
such an opinion of me as I will flatter myself I have 
deserved ; but why do I say so 1 can I make myself 
too worthy the affectionate praises of such amiable 
sisters 1 Oh ! my Nessy, it grieves me to think I 
must be under the necessity, however heart-break- 
ing to myself, of desiring you will relinquish your 
most affectionate design of xoming to see me ; ft is 
too long and tedious a journey, and even on your 
arrival you would not be allowed the wished49^ 
happinessi both to you and myself, of seeing, npiudh 
less conversing wifli, your unfortunate brother : 'th^ 
rules of the service are so strict, that prisoners ai^ 
not permitted to have any communication vita 
female relations ; thus even the sight of, and con* 
versatiob with, so truly affectionate a sister is for 
the present denied me ! The happiness of such an 
interview let us defer till a time (which, please God, 
will arrive) when it can be enjoyed with more free- 
dom, and unobserved by the gazing eyes of an inquisi- 
tive world, which in my present place of coufiue- 
ment would of course not be the case. 

** I am very happy to hear that poor old Birket is 
still alive ; remember me to her, and tell ber not to 
heave ahack^ until God grants me the i^easure of 
seeing her* ""^ 

" And now, my dear Nessy, cease to anticipate 

the liappioess of personal communicauon with your 

" ■ r ■ ' ; . . • , ■ • > V ». v'4 
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poor but reBigned brother, until wisbed-^for freedom 
removes the indignant shackles I now bear from 
the feet of your fond and most affectionate brother, 

P. H/' 

« 

In a subsequent letter to his sister he says, " Let 
us at present be resiiriied to our fate, contented 
with this sort of coniniunication, and be thankful 
to God for having even allowed us that happiness— 
for be assured the present confinement is /i^er^y, com- 
pared with what it has been for the fifteen months 
last past." On the 1 5th July, Commodore Pasle^r 
addresses the following business-like letter to Miss 
He y wood. 

" 1 received your letter, my dearest Nessy, with 
the enclosure [her brother's narrative], but did not 
choose to answer it imtii I bad made a thorough 
investigation ; that is, seen personally all the prin- 
cipal evidences, which has ever since occupied my 
whole thoughts and time. I have also hsld some- 
letters from himself; and notwithstanding he must 
still continue in confinement; every attention and 
indulgence possible is gi anted him by Captain Mon- 
tague of the Hectori'who is my particular friend* 
I have no doubt of the truth of your brother's nar- 
rative ; the master, boatswain, gunner, and carpen- 
ter, late of the Bounty, I have seen, and have the 
pleasure to assure you that tliey are all favourable, 
and corroborate wliat he says. That fellow, Cap 
tain Edwards, w hose inhuman rigour of confinement 
I shall never forget, I have likewise seen ; he can- 
not deny that Peter avowed himself late of the 
Bounty when he eame voluntarily aboard ; this is 
a favourable circumstance. 1 have been at the 
Admiralty, and read over all the depositions taken 
and sent home by Bligh and his officers from Ba- 
tavia, likewise the court-martial on himself; in 
none of which appears any thing against Peter. Aa 
soon as Lieutenant Havward arrives with the fa* 

P8 



Digiiizixi by Coogle 



174 



tnainder of the Pandora's crew^ the court-martial 
18 to take place. 1 shall certaioly attend, and we 
must have an able counsellor to assist, for I will 
not deceive you, my dear Nessy, however favour* 
able circumstances may appear, our martial law is 
severe; by the tenor of it, the man who stands 
neuter is equally ^ilty with him who lifts his arm 
against his captam in such cases* His extreme 
youth and his delivering himself up are the strong 
points of his defence. Adieu I my dearest Nessy ; 
present my love to your mother and sisters, and 
rest assured of my utmost exertions to extricate 
your brother. 

" Your affectionate uncle, 

" T. Pasley." 

This excellent man did not stop here : knowing 
that sea-ollicers have a great aversion from counsel, 
he writes to say, " A friend of mine, Mr. Graham, 
who has been secretary to the different admirals 
on the Newfoundland station for these twelve years, 
and consequently has acted a^ judge^advocate at 
eourts-martial aU that time, has offered me to at- 
tend y<Hl ; he has a thorough knowledge of the ser- 
vice, uncommon abilities, and is a very good lawyer. 
He has already had most of the evidences with him* 
Adieu * my yonng friend i keep np your spirits, and 
rest assured I shall be watchful for your good* My 
heart will be more at ease if I can get my friend 
Graham to go down, than if vou were attended by 
the first counsel in England.^* Mr. Graham accor- 
dingly attended, aad was of the greatest scivic^ at 
the trial. 

Nessy Heywoodf having in one of her letters 
inquired of her brother how tall he was, and having 

* The late AariMi Grabam, Esq., tbe highly ratpectfld polieemaglatrato 

in London. 

t Till the momeni of ihe trial. If wftl rmdily be mipiMwed that every 

thought or this atniahle younff la«Iy was ahsorbefl in her brother** lhta» 
la yu« imarval Uu} IhUo^ving lioen Appear to have been wriuea >- 
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received infonnation on ttus point, expressed some 
surprise that he was not taller. "And so," he le- 



0» receiving informatim by a letter from my ever dearly loved brothst 
PUer Ueymood, that hit trial wu Moon to takeplace. 

Oh ! centle Hope! with eye 8erene» 

And aspect ever sweetly mild ; 
Wbo deck'st with gayest flowVs eachsoeiie^ 

In sportive, rich luxuriance wild. 

Tiiou — soother of corroding caie, 

Wbm Kharp affliction*s ptnica W6 M, 
Teachest with fortitude to bear, 

And know'st deep aorrow^s wowida toheaL 
, Thy timid vol'ry now inspire, 

Thy influence, in piiy, lend ; 
With cotiOdanee tbia boaom Ura, 

Till anxious, dread suapeoae ibaQ fliid. 
Let not fear invade my brpas?. 

My Lycidas no terror knows; 
With conacioud innocence be*8 bieHs'd, 

Add aooo will tri«mph o er U« foes. 

Watch him, eweet Po«tf*r« with lookt benign^ 

Possession ofhiK bosom keep; 
While waking, make each monnent ahbMI^ 
With fancy gild hie houra of sleep. 

Protect him still, nor let him dread 

The awfhl, the approaching hour, ^ 
When on his poor devoted head 

Fell slander fails with cruel power. 

Yet, penrle Hope, deceive nue not, • 

Nor with deluding unalea betray i 
8e homnif^ recompenae htai kit, . 

And gloiy crown each fhture day! 

And oh '. support thia ftinting heart 

With tx>urage till that hour is past, 
When. fVeed firom envy's fatal dart. 

His lnnoG«iic« ehine* Ibrth at laH : 

TiMfi, my loved Lynfdaa, w^l meet. 

Thy rrii*?erics and trials o*er; 
With son delijiht rhy heart shall beat. 
And hail with joy thy native shore! « 

Then will each hour with rapture flyp 
Then aorrow^a plaintive velee will emm 

No care shall f-nu^^e the heaving sigh, 
But all our d^iys be' crown 'd with peaee^ 

With love and fond alTection bles^'d, 

No more shall grief our bliss destroy; 
Kg pain disturb each fldi hlhl breast, 
Bur rapture all and eodleas Joy I 
Mb «r iloa, Auguat 2S, 1792 Ntm IIktwimS 
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plieSf ^^you are surprised I am not taller! — Ab, 
Nessy ! lei me ask you this — suppose the last two 
years of ywr gnrowth had been retarded by close 
confinement, — nearly deprived of ad kinds of neces^- 
saiy aliment — shut up from the all-cheering light 
of the sun for the space of five monthst and never 
suffered to breathe the fresh air (an enjoyment which 
Providence denies to none of his creatures) during 
all that time — and Mithout any kind of exercise to 
stretch and supple ^our limbs — besides many other 
inconveniences wluch I will not pain you by men- 
tioning — how tall should you have been, my dear 
sister ? — answer, four feet nothing ; but enough of 
nonsense/' 

Nessy Heywood had expressed a strong desire to 
see her brother, but was told the rules of the service 
would not allow it ; also, that it would agitate him, 
when he ought to be cool and collected, to meet his 
approach inq- trial. This was quite enoug-h : — "But 
as for myseiiV she says, no diuiger, no fatigue, 
no difficulties would deter me — i have youth, and 
health, and excellent natural spirits — these and the 
strength of niy affection would support me through 
H all ; if I were not allowed to see you, yet being 
m the same place which contains you would be 
joy inexpressible I 1 will not, however, any longer 
desire it, but will learn to imitate your fortitude and 
patience.'' 

Mr. Heywood of Maristow, and his daughtert 
Mrs. Bertie, had intimated the same thing. These 
excellent people, from the moment of young Hey* 
wood's arrival, had shown him every kindness, sup- 
plied him with money, and, what was better, with 
friends, who could cive him the best advice. To 
this worthy lady, Bliss Nessy Heywood thus ad- 
dresses herself* 

** Overwhelmed with sensations of prratitude and 
pleasure, which she is too much agitrtled to e^Lpresa^ 
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rant me, deaxest madam, at my mamma's request^ 
offer you hers and our most sincere acknow« 

ledgments for your invaluable letter, which, from 
the detention of the packet, she did not receive till 
yesterday. By a letter from my beloved brother of 
the same date, we are informed that Mr. Larkham 
(who I suppose to be the p^entleman you mention 
having* sent to see him) has been on board the Hec- 
tor, and has kindly offered him the most sahitary 
advice relative to his present situation, for which 
allow me to request you will present him our best 
thanks. He also speaks with every expression a 
grateful heart can dictate of your excellent father^s 

Eoodness in providing for all bis wants, even before 
e could hate -received any letters from us to that 
{Nirposew 

''Ah! my dear . madam, how truly eharacteristiG 
is this of the kind friendship with which he has ever 
honoured our family! But my beloved Peter does 
not know that Mr. Hey wood has a daughter whose 
generosity is equal to his own, and whose amiable 
compassion for his sufferings it will be as impossible 
for us to forget, as it is to express the admiration 
and gratitude it has inspired. It would, I am con- 
vinced, be unnecessary, as well as a very bad compli- 
ment to you, madam, were I to presume to point out 
any thing particular to be done for our poor boy, as 
I have not the least doubt your goodness and kind 
intention have long ago tendered every care of that 
sort on our part unnecessary* I shall only add, that 
my mamma negs every wish he forms may be granted ; 
and sore I am, he will not desire a smgle gratifi* 
cation that can be deemed in the smallest degree 
improper- 

** In one of my brother's letters, dated the 23d, he 
hints that he shall not be permitted to see any of his 
relations till his trial is over, and that he therefore 
does not expect us. I have, however, written to Mr. 
Heywood (without whose approbation I would by 
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no means take any step) for permission to go to 
him. If it is absolutely impossible for me to see 
him (though in the presence of witnesses)! yet even 
that prohibition, cruel as it is, 1 could bear with pa« 
tience, provided I might be near him, to see the ship 
in which he at present exists— -to behold those ob» 
jects which, perhaps, at the same moment attract his 
notice—to breathe the same air which he breathes* 
-—Ah ! my dearest madam, these are inestimaUe 
gratifications, and would convey sensations of raf^ 
ture and delight to the fond bosom of a sister, which 
it is far, very far beyond my power to describe. 
Besides, the anxiety and impatience produced by the 
immense distance which now separates us from him, 
and the uncertainty attending the packet, render ft 
difficult and sometimes impossible to hear of him so 
often as we would wish ; and, may I not add (though 
Heaven in its mercy forbid it — for, alas ! the bare 
idea is too dreadful, yet it is in the scale of possi- 
bility), that some accident might happen to deprive 
us of my dearest brother : how insupportably bitter 
would then be our reflections, for havinp^ omitted the 
opportunity when it was in our power of administer- 
ing comfort and consolation to him in person. For 
these reasons I earnestly hope Mr. Heywood wiU 
not judge it improper to comply with my request, 
and shall wait with eager impatience the arrival of 
his next letter. Think not, my dear madam, that it 
is want of confidence in your care and attention 
which makes me solicitous^' to be with my beloTod 
brother* Be assured we are all as perfectly easy in 
that respect as if we were on the spot ; but I am 
convinced you will pardon the dictates of an affec- 
tion which an absence of five years, rendered still 
more oainftil by his sufferings, has heightened almost 
to^ a degree of adoration. I shall with your per^ 
mission take the liberty of enclosing a letter to my 
brother, which I leave open for perusal, and at the same 
time request your paiduxi for mentioning you to hin^ 
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ki SQcli terms «8 1 am apprehensive win wound the 
delicacy which ever accompanies generosity like 
yours ; but indeed, my dearest madam, I cannot, 
must not sutler my beloved boy to remain in igno- 
rance of that worth and excellence which has 
prompted you to become his kind protectress. 

" I have the honour to be, with every sentiment 
of gratitude) &c. &c. &c*^ 

" NeSSY IfEYWOOD.'* 

Among the numerous friends that interested them- 
selves in the fate of this unhappy youth was his 
uncle Colonel Holwell. The testimony he bears to 
his excellent character is corroborated by all who 
loiew him while a boy at home. Abont a fortnight 
before the trial he writes to him ttius : — 

» 

^ 2Ut Augustf 

My very dear Peter, 
**I have this day received yours of the 18th, and 
am happy to find by its contents, that notwithstand- 
ing your long and cruel confinement you still pre- 
serve your health, and write in good spirits. Pre- 
serve it, my dear boy, awfnl as the approaching 
period must be even to the most innocent, but from 
which all who know you have not a doubt of your 
rising as immaculate as a new-born infant. I have 
known you from your cradle, and have often marked 
with {deasure and surprise the many assiduous in- 
stances (far beyond your years) you have given of 
filial duty and paternal aflection to the best of pa- 
rents, and to tnrothers and sisters who doted on you. 
Your education has been the .best; and from these 
considerations alone, without the very clear evidence 
of your own testimony, I would as soon believe the 
Archbishop of Canterbury would set fire to the city 
of London as suppose you could, directly or indi- 
rectly, join in such a d— d absurd piece of business. 
Truly sorry am I that my state of health will not 
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permit me to down to Portsmouth, to crtve tTifff 
testimony publicly before that respectable tribunal 
where your country's laws have justly ordained yoa 
must appear; but consider this as the touch stonej my 
dear boy, by which your w^orth must be known. Six 
years m the navy myself and twenty-eicrht years a 
soldier, 1 flatter myself my judgment will not prove 
enroneoua. That Power, my dear Petar* of wboae 
grace and mercy yott seem to hare no just a sensoy 
will not now forsake you. Your dear aunt is as 
most be expected in swh a trying situation^ hut 
more from your present sufferings than any i^pie- 
hension of what is to foOow," &c 

With similar testimonies and most favomable 
auguries from Commodore Pasleyt the Rev* Dr« 
Scott of the Isle of Man, and others, young Hey* 

wood went to his long and anxiously expected triw, 
which took place on the 12th September, and con- 
tinued to the 18th of that month. Mrs. Heywood 
had been anxious that Erskine and Mingay should be 
employed as counsel, but Mr. Graham, whom Com- 
modore Pasley had so highly recommended, gave his 
best assistance ; as did also Mr. Const, who had 
been retained, for which the commodore expresses 
his sorrow, as sea officers, he says, have a great 
aversion to lawyers. Mr. Peter Heywood assigrss a 
better reason ; in a letter to his sister Mary he says, 
that " Counsel to a naval prisoner is of no effect, and 
as they are not allowed to speak, their eloquence is 
not of the least efficacy; I request, therefore, you 
will desire my dear mother to revoke the letter she 
has been so good to write to retain Mr. Erskine and 
Mr. Mingay, and to forbear potting herself to so great 
and needless an expense from which no good can 
accrue. No,no ! Mary, it is not the same as a trial 
on shore ; it would then be higfaly requisite ; but in 
this case /alone mmt fight my own battle ; and I 
think my telling tlie truth undisguised» in a plain» 
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short, and concise manner, is as likely to be de- 
serving the victory as the most elaborate eloquence 
of a Cicero upon the same subject.'' 

At this anxious moment many painfully interest- 
ing letters passed to and from the family in the Isle 
of Man: the test letter from his beloved Nessy pre- 
vious to the awful event thus concludes May that 
Almighty Providence whose tender care has hitherto 

E reserved you be still your powerful protector ! may 
e instil into the hearts of your judges every senti- 
ment of justice, generosity, and compassion ! may 
hope, innocence, and integrity be your firm support ! 
and liberty, glory, and honour your just reward! 
may all good angels guard you from even the ap- 
pearance of danger! and may you at length be re- 
stored to us, tlie delight, the pride of your adoring 
friends, and the sole happiness and felicity of that 
fond heart which animates the bosom of my dear 
Peter^s most faithful and truly aHectionate sister, 



CHAPTER VI. 

THE 00UBT»MABTUI*. 

" If any pemm III or Monfbif to the fleet elnll make, or endemnr l« 

make, any mutinous assembly upon any pretence whataoever, every- per- 
•on oflTeiiding herein, and being convicted thereof by the aentence ol tlie 
conn-martial, shall sulTer Bkath:' ^Naoal ArUdM if Waff Art, ilk 

Thb court assembled to try the prisoners on board 
his majesty^s ship Duke, on the 13th September, 
1793, and contmi]^d by adjoumment from day to 
day (Sunday excepted) until the 18th of the same 
month.* 

* The minutes being very long, a brief absUact only, OtmUiniOg tlw 
prinoijMii pointa of eYMencOi is liere given. 

Q 
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PRESENT, 

Viee Admiral Loid Hood, Pres&UnL 

Capt. Sir Andraw Snape BuoodA, Bart 
•* John Colpoys, 
«« Sir George Montagu, 
•* Sir Roger Curitf, 
*^ John ttafedey,. 
" Sir Andrew Snape Doug)aS| 
" John Thomas Duckworth, 
<* John Nicholson Inglefleldj 
*« John Knight, 
" Albemarle Bertie, 
Richard Goodwin Keats. 

The charges set forth, that Fletcher Christian, 
who was mate of the Bounty, assisted by othei*s of 
the inferior officers and men, armed with muskets 
and bayonets, had violently and forcibly taken that 
ship from her commander, Lieutenant BUgh; and 
that he. together with the master, boatswain, gun* 
ner, ana carpenter, and other persons (being nine- 
teen in number), were forced into the launch and 
cast adrift; — ^that Captain Edwards in the Pandora 
was directed to proceed to Otaheite and other islands 
in the South Seas, and to use his best endeavours to 
recover the said vessel, and to brinj^ in confinement 
to England the said Fletcher Christian and his asso- 
ciates, or as many of them' as he might be able to 
apprehend, in order that they might be brought to 
condign punishment, &c. ; — that Peter Heywood, 
James Morrison, Charles Norman, Joseph Coleman, 
Thomas Ellison, Thomas M*Intosh, Thomas Burkitt, 
John Millward,William Muspratt, and Michael Byrne, 
had been brought to England, &c., and were now put 
on their trial. 

Mr. Fryer^ the master of the,Boiu?i;y, being ^t 
sworn, deposed — 

That he had the first watch ; that between ten and 
eleven oVlock Mr. Bligh came on deck according to 
custom, and after a short conversation, and having 
given his orders for the night, left the deck ; that at 
twelve he was relieved by the gmmer, and retiredi 
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leaving all quiet ; that at dawn of day he was greatly 
alarmed by an unusual noise; and that, on attempt- 
ing to jump up, John Sumner and Matthew Quintal 
laid their hands upon his breast and desired him to 
fie still, saying he was th^ prisoner ; that on ex* 
postulating with themi he was toid^ '^Hold your 
tongue, or you are a dead man; but if you remain 
quiet there is none on board will hurt a nair of your 
head he further deposes, that on raising himself 
on the locker, he saw on the ladder, going upon 
deck, Mr. Bligh in his shirt, with his hands tied be- 
hind him, and Christian lioldinc: him by the cord; 
that the master-at-arms, Churchill, then came to his 
cabin and took a brace of pistols and a hanger, say- 
inff, " I will take care of these, Mr. Fryer that he 
asked, on seeing Mr. Bligh bound, what they were 
going to do with the captain ; that Sumner replied, 
** D — n his eyes, put him into the boat, and let the 
r— see if he can live upon three-fourths of a pound 
of yams a day that he remonstrated with such con- 
duct, but in vain. They said he must go in the small 
cutter. ** The small cutter 1" Mr. Fryer exclaimed ; 
** why her bottom is almost out, and very much eaten 
by the worms !^ to which Sumner and Quintal both 
said^ D— n his eyes, the boat is too good for him 
that after much entreaty he prevailed on them to ask 
Christian if he might be allowed to go on deck, 
which after some hesitation was granted. When I 
came on deck, says Mr. Fryer, Mr. Bligh w^a stand- 
ing by the mizen*mast with his hands tied behind 
him, and Ohristiair holding the cord with one hand 
and a bayonet in the other. I said, Christian, con- 
sider what you are abouf "Hold your tongue, 
sir," he said; " I have been in hell for weeks past ; 
Captain Bli^h has brought all this on himself.'! I 
told him that Mr. Bligh and he not agreeing was no 
reason for taking tlie ship. " Hold your tongue, sir,** 
he said. I said, " Mr. Christian, you and I have 
been on friendly terms durm^ the voyage, therefore 
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give me leave to speak, — let Mr. Bligh go down to 
hi$ cabin, and I make no doubt we shall ail be friends 
again :^ he then repeated, "Hold jrour tongue, sir; it 
is too late and threatening me if 1 said any thing 
more. Mr. Fryer then asked him to give a better 
boat than the cutter ; he said, " No, that boat is good 
enough/' Bligh now said to the master, that the 
man behind the hencoops (Isaac Martin) was his 
Mend, and desired him (the master) to knock Chris 
tian down, which Christian must have heard, bat 
took no notice ; that Fryer then attempted to get 

Sast Christian to speak to Martin^ but he put his 
ayonet to his breast, saying, " Sir, if you advance 
an inch farther I will run you through," and ordered 
two armed men to take him down to his cabin. 
Shortly afterward he was desired to go on deck, 
when Christian ordered him into the boat : he said, 
** I will stay with you, if you will give me leave," 
" No, sir," he replied, " go directly into the boat.** 
Bligh, then on the gangway, said, ** Mr. Fryer, stay 
in the ship." " No, by G— d, sir," Christian said, 
" go into the boat, or I will run you through." Mr. 
Fryer states, that during this time very bad language 
was used by the people towards Mr. Bligh; that 
with great difficulty they prevailed on Christian to ' 
suflfer a few ^articles to be put into the boat ; that: 
after the persons were ordered into the boat to tlMOf^ 
number of nineteen, such opprobrious language co3il<^' 
tinned to be used, several of the men calling out, 

" Shoot the ;" that Cole, the boatswain, advised 

thejr should cast off and take their chanoe^as the 
mutineers would certainly do them a misefai^ ifr. 
they staid much longer. Mr. Fryer then statestliift^ 
names of those who were under arms ; and -that 
seph Coleman, Thoma3 Mcintosh, Charles Nofhitt^ 
and Michael Byrne (prisoners) wished to come inl^ 
the boat, declaring they had nothing to do in Wt^: 
business ; that he did not perceive Mr. Pete|U^j|f4t 
wood on deck at the seizure of the shipt 
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. On being asked what he supposed Christian meant 
when he s^d he had been in hell for a fortnight f 
he said, from the frequent quarrels that they hadt 

and the abuse he had received from Mr. Bligh, and 
that the day before the mutiny Mr. Bligh bad cbal- 
lenged all the young gentlemen aiid people with 
stealing his oocoaauts. 

Mr. Co/e, the boatswain, deposes, — that he hnd the 
middle watch ; was awakened out of his sleep in 
the mornins^, and lieard a man calling; out to the 
carpenter, that they had mutinied and taken the ship; 
that Christian had the command, and that the cap- 
tain was a prisoner on the quarter-deck ; that ne 
went up the hatchway, having seen Mr. Heywood 
and Mr. Young in the opposite berth ; that coming 
on deek, he saw the captain with his hands tied be* 
hind him, and four sentinels standing over him, two 
of which were EQison and Burkitt, the prisoners ; 
that he asked Mr. Christian what he meant to do, 
and was answered by his ordering him to boist the 
boat out, and shook the bayonet, threatening him and 
damning him if he did not take care ; that when he 
found the captain was to be sent out of the ship, he 
again went aft with the carpenter to ask foi the 
long-boat ; that they asked three or four times be- 
fore he granted it ; that lie saw Mr. Peter Hey- 
wood, one of the prisoners, lending a hand to get the 
lorei^tayfali along, and when xhe boat was hooked 
on, spoke something to him, but what it was does 
not kaow, as Christian 'was threatening him at the 
time ; that Heywood then went below, and does not 
remember seeing him afterward ; that after the few 
things were got into the boat, and most of the peo^ 
pie in her, they were trying for the carpenter's tool? 
chest, when Quintal said, " D— n them, if we let 
them have these things they will build a vessel in a 
month but when all were in the boat she w as 
veered astern, when Coleman, Norman and M'Intosh, 
prisoners, were crving »t the gangway, wishing to 
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go in the boat ; and Byrae, in the cutter alongsidef 
was also crying ; tliat he advised Mr. Bligh to east 
off, as he feared they would fire into the boat. 

The Court asked if he had any reason to believe 
that any other of the prisoners than those named 
were detained contrary to their inclinations t An* 
swer— " I believe Mr. Hey wood was ; I thought all 
along he was intending to come away ; he had no 
arms, and lie assisted to get the boat out, aiid then 
went below; I heard Cliurchill call out, 'Keep them 
below.' " The Court — Do you think he meant 
Hey wood?" I have no reason to think any other." 

ii/r. Peckover tlie gunner's evidence is similar to 
that of Mr. Cole's, and need not be detailed. 

Mr. Purcellj the carpenter, corroborated, gene- 
rally, the testimony of the three who had been ex- 
amined. The, Court asked, Did you see Mr. Hey- 
wood standing upon the booms ^ Yes ; l|e was 
leaning the flat part of his hand on a cutlass, when 
I exclanmed, * In the naime of God, Peter what do you 
with that V when he instantly dropped it, and assisted 
in hoisting the launch out, and handing the things 
into the boat, and then went down below, when I 
heard Churchill call to Thompson to keep them be- 
low, but couid not tell whom he meant; I did not 
see Mr. Hey wood after that." The Court — In 
what light did you look upon Mr. Hey wood at the 
time you say he dropped the cutlass on your speak- 
ing to him 1" Witness — I looked upon him as a 
person confused, and that he did not know he had 
the weapon in his hand, or his hand being on it, for 
it was not in his hand ; I considered him to be con- 
fused, by his instantly dropping it, and assisting in 
hoistinsf the tK>at out, which convinced me in ray 
own mind that he had no hand in the conspiracy ; 
that after this he went below, as I think, on his own 
account, in order to collect some of his things to put 
into the boat." The Court — " Do you, upon the 
solenm oath you have t^en, believe that Mr. Hey- 
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wood, by being armed \\ ith a cutlass at the time you 
have mentioned, by any thing that you could collect 
from his gestures or speeches, had any intention of 
opposing, or joining others that might oppose, to stop 
the progress of the mutiny 1" Witness^^^ No* * 
The Court — the time that Mr. Hey wood was 
assisting you to get the things into the boat, did he, 
in any degree whatever, manifest a disposition to 
assist in the mutiny T Wtlnei^r-" No." The 
Couri — ^*Was he, during that time, deliherate or 
frightened, and in what loanner did he behaye him- 
bbUV* WUness — I had not an opportunity of ol><» 
serving his every action, being myseM at that time 
engaged in getting several things into the boat, so 
that I cannot tell." The Court — Putting every cir- 
cumstance together, declare to this court, upon the 
oath you lutve taken, how you considered his be- 
haviour, whether as a person joined in the mutiny, 
or as a person wishing well to Captain Blighl" 
Witness — " I by no means considered him as a per- 
son concerned in the mutiny or conspiracy." 

Lieuteitant Thomas Hay ward y late third lieutenant 
of the Pandora, and formerly midshipman of the 
Bounty, deposes, that he had the morninp watch ; 
that, at four o'clock Fletcher Christian relieved the 
watch as usual ; that at five lie ordered him, as 
master^s mate of his watch, to look out, while he 
went down to lash his hammock up; that while 
looking at a shark astern of the ship, to his unut* 
terable surprise he saw Fletcher Christian, Charles 
Cluirchill, Thomas Burkitt (the prisoner), Jolia 
Sunmer, Matthew Quintal, William M^Koy, Isaac 
Martin, Henry HiUbrandt, and Alexander Smith: 
coming aft, armed with muskets and bayonets x that 
on going forward, he asked Christian the cause of 
such an act, who told him to hold his tongue in- 
stantly ; and leaving Isaac Martin as a sentinel on 
deck, he proceeded with the rest of his party below, 
to Lieutenant Bligh's cabin ; that the people on deck 
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were Mr. John Hallet, myself, Robert Lamb, Biitolier, 
Thomas Ellison (prisoner) at the helm, and John 
Mills at the conn ; that he asked Mills if he knew 
any thing of the matter, who pleaded total igno- 
rance, and Thomas EUison quitted the helm and 
armed himaelf with a bayonet ; that the decks now 
became thronged with armed men ; that Peter Hey- 
woodi James Morrison (two of the prisoners), and 
George Stewart were unarmed on the booms ; that 
Fletcher Christian and his gang had not been down 
long before he heard the cry' of murder from Lieu- 
tenant Bligh, and Churchill calling out for a rope, on 
which Mills, contrary to all orders and entreaties, , 
cut the deep-sea line, and carri^ a piece of it to 
their assistance ; that soon after Lieutenant BKg^ 
was brought upon the quarter-deck with his hands 
bound behind him, and was surrounded by most of 
those who came last on deck. 

This witness then states, that on the arrival of the 
Pandora at Matavai Bay, Joseph Coleman was the 
first that came on board; that he was upset in a 
canoe, and assisted by the natives ; that as soon as 
the ship was at anchor, George Stewart and Peter 
Heywood came on board; that they made them- 
selves known to Captain Edwards, and expressed 
their happiness that he was arrived; that he asked 
them how they came to go away with his majesty's 
ship the Bounty, when George Stewart said, when 
called upon hereafter he would answer all particu- 
lars; that he was prevented by Captain £dwards 
from answering further questions, and they were sent 
out of the cabin to be confined. He then describes 
the manner in which the rest of the mutineers were 
taken on the island* Having stated that when he 
went below to get, some things he saw Peter Hey« 
wood in his berth,- and told him to go into the boa^ 
he was asked by the Cmtrt if Heywood was prevented 
by any force from going upon deck, he answered, 
^No." The C<wr/—" Did you, from his behaviour^ 
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consider him as a person attached to his duty, or to 
the party of the mutineers?" Witness — "I should 
rather suppose, after my having- told him to go into 
the boat, and he not joinino- us, to be on the side of 
the mutineers ; but that must be understood only as 
an opinion, as he was not in the least employed 
during the active part of it." The Court — Did you 
observe any marks of joy or sorrow on his counte* 
nance or behaviour 1" Witness — ^ Sorrow." 

lAeutenant HaHet^ late midshipman of the Bounty, 
states, — that he had the moming-watch ; that he 
heard -Lieutenant Bligh call out murder, and pres- 
ently after saw him brought upon deck naked, ex- 
cepting his shirt, with his hands tied behind him, 
and Christian holding the end of the cord which tied 
them in one hand, and either a bayonet or a cutlass 
in the other; that the cutter was hoisted out, and 
Mr. Samuel, Mr. Hay ward, and myself ordered to ^o 
into her; but the boatswain and carpenter goini^aft, 
and telling Christian they wislied to go with the 
captain rather than stay in the ship, and asking to 
have the launch, it was granted. On being asked if 
he saw Peter Heywood on that day, he replied, 
once, on the platform, standing still, and lookmg at- 
tentively towards Captain Bligh ; never saw him 
under arms, nor spoke to him ; does not know if he 
offered to go in the boat, nor did he hear any one 
propose to him to go in the boat ; that when stand- 
ing on the platform, Captain Bligh said something to 
him, but what he did not hear, upon which Heywood 
laughed, turned round, and walked away. 

Captain Edwards^ being then called and sworn, was 
desired by the Court to state the conversation that 
passed between him and Coleman, Peter Heywood* 
and George Stewart when they came on board tfaa 
Pandora. 

jB£ltiyarc{9-<-^* Joseph Coleman attempted to come 
on board before the ship came to an anchor at Ota* 
heite ; he was soon afterward taken up by canoeatr 
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and came on boai d before the ship came to an an* 
chor ; I began to make inquiries of him after the 
Bounty and her people. The next who came on 
board were Stewart aiid Peter Heywood ; they oame 
after the ship was at anchor, but. before any boat 
'was on shore. I did not see them come alongside. 
I desired Lieutenant Larkin to bring them down to 
the cabin. I asked them what news; Peter Hey* 
wood, I thinkf said he supposed I had heard of the 
affair of the Bounty. I donH recollect ail the con- 
versation that passed between us; he sometimes 
interrupted me by asking for Mr. Hay ward, the heu- " 
tenant of the Pandora, whether he was on board or 
not — he had heard that he was ; at last I acknow- 
ledged that he was, and I desired him to come out 
of my state-room, where I had desired him to go into, 
as he ha{4>ened to be with me at the time. Lieuten- 
ant Ha3rward treated him with a sort of contemptu- 
ous lookf and began to enter into conversation with 
him respecting the Bounty^ but I called the sentin^ 
In to take them iato castody, and ordered Lirat^ 
ant Hay ward to desist, and f ordered then tautepof 
intoirons: some words passed, and Petevflegmmi^ 
said he should be able to Tindicate his eooBMU^s> 
Lieutenant Corner, of the Pandora^ merely stiatefi 
his being sent to bring the rest of the mutineers on 
board, who were at some distance from Matavai 
Bay. 

The prisoners being called on for their defence, 
the witnesses were again separately called and ex- 
amined on the part of the prisoners. 

Mr. Fryer J the master, called in and examined by 
Mr. Heywood. — If you had been permitted, would 
you haye staid in the ship in preference to-going intoi 
the boat r Witnesp^ Yes/' JVt^oner— **Hadyo» 
staid ui the ship in expectation of retaking her, waeL 
my conduct such, from the first moment you kneW; 
me to this, as would haye induced yon to intrust niiii 
with your design? and do you belieye I would h&yi^ 
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iktroUred it| and given you aU the assistance in my 
power 1** Witnes9-^^^l believe he would : I should 

not have hesitated a moment in asking of him when 
I had had an opportunity of opening my mind to 
him.^ 

The same question being put to Mr. Colc^ the 
boatswain, Mr. Peckover, the gunner, and Mr. Pur* 
ceUj the carpenteri they all answered in the affirma* 
tive. 

Mr. Hey wood asked, " What was my general con « 
duct, temper, and disposition on board the ship 
Witness — ^''Beloved by everybodyi to the best of 
my recollection." To the same question^ Mr* CoU 
answersf ^Always a very good eharactcir*'* JUTr* 
Peckover^** The most, amiabley and deserving of 
every one^s esteem.^* JfeTr. Pureett^** In every respect 
becoming the character of a gentleman^ and such as 
merited the esteem of everybody.'* 

Mr. Cole^ being examined, gave his testimony,— 
that he never saw Mr. He3rvv ood armed ; that he did 
not consider him of the mutineers' party ; that he 
saw nothing of levity or apparent merriment in his 
conduct ; that when he was below with vStewart, he 
heard Churchill call out, *' Keep them below," and 
tiiat he believes Heywood was one of the persons 
meant— has nadoubt of it at all $ that BUffh could not 
have spoken to him when on the booms loud enough 
to be beard ; that Hayward was alarmed^ and Hallet 
farmed; that he by no means considers Heywood 
or Morrison as mutineefs. 

Mr. Pureelli beuig examined, states,— that, re- 
specting the cutlass on which he saw Mr. Hey- 
wood's hand resting, he does not consider him as 
being an armed man ; that he never thought him as of 
the mutineers^ party ; that he. never heard Captain 
Bligh speak to him; that he thinks, from his situa- 
tion, he could not have heard him ; that he was by 
no means ^ilty of levity or apparent merriment • 

that he heard the master-at-arms call out to kee^ 
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them belo^ ; that Mr. Hallet appeared to him to 
be very much confused ; and that Mr. Havward ^ke- 
wise appeared to be very much confusecu 

The Court asked^^^ As you say you did not look 
upon the prisoner as a persop armed, to what did 
you allude when you exclaimed, * Good God, Peter, 
what do you do with that?' ^ Witness^l lfidti^ 
upon it as an acoidental thing.'' '''^ 

Captain Edwards, being asked by He3rwood— " Did 
I surrender myself to you upon the arrival of the 
Pandora at Otaheite ?" Witness — " Not to me, to 
the lieutenant. I apprehend he put himself in my 
power. I always understood he came voluntarily; 
our boats were not in the water." Prisoner — Did 
I give you such information respecting myself and 
the Bounty as afterward proved true 1" Witness — 
" He gave me some iaformation respecting tlie peo- 
ple on the island, that corroborated with Coleman's. 
I do not recollect the particular conversation, but in 
general it. agjr^ed with the account given by Cole- 
man." jPrijoner— " When I told you that I went 
away the first time from Otaheite vrith the pirates, 
did I not at the same time inform you that it was 
not possible for me to separate myself from Chris- 
tian, who would not permit any man of the party to 
leave Um at that time, lest, by giving intelligence, 
they might have heen discovered whenever a ship 
should arrive 1** WUness-^ Yes, but I do not recol- 
lect the latter part of it, respecting giving iatcSU- 
gence*^ t'fiv*M*iro 

- iff. Fryer again called in and examined by Mr. 
Morrison. — ^Mr. Fryer states he saw him assist in 
hoisting out the boats ; that he said to him (Frj^er), 
Go down below/* The Court asked, " Whether it 
might not have been from a laudable motive, as sup- 
posing your assistance at that time might have pre- 
vented a more advantageous effort?" Witness-^ 
** Probably it might: had I staid in the ship, he 
would have been one of the ^st that I should have 
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opened my mind to, from his good behaviour in the 
fonner part of the voyage :^ states his belief, thai 
he addressed him as advice ; and that, in hoisting 
out the boat he was assisting Captain Bligh. 

Mj\ Cohy the boatswaini states, that he ordered 
Morrison to go and help them with the cutter ; that 
he told him the boat was overloaded; that Captam 
Bligh had begged that no more people should go in 
her^ and said he would take nis chance in the 
ship; that he shook Morrison by the hand, and 
said he would do him justice in England ; that he 
had no reason to suppose him concerned in the 
mutiny. 

Lieutenant Thoniax Itayward states, that Morrison 
appeared joyful, and supposed him to be one of the 
mutineers ; on beini^ asked by Morrison if he could 
declare before God and the court that what he stiited 
was not tlie result of a private pique, Witnrs.'^'-*^ 
•* Not the result of any private pique, out an opinion 
formed after quitting the ship, from his not coming 
with us, there beingr more boats than one ; cannot 
pay they mip:ht have had the cutter.'' This witness 
was pleased to remember nothing thatwasinfavout 
of the prisoner. 

Lieutenant Hcdlet states, he saw Morrison under 
arms ; beuig asked in what part of the ship, he saysf 
**Ididnot see him under arms till the boat was 
veered astern, and he was then looking over the taff^ 
failf and called out, in a jeering manner, * If my 
friends inquire after me, tell them I am somewhere 
hithe South Seas.* ^ 

Cajdain Edwards hore testimony that Morrison 
voluntarily surrendered himself. 

Mr. Fryer did not see Morrison armed ; he was in 
his watch, and he considered him a steady, sober, 
attentive, good man ; and acknowledged, tnat if he 
had remained in the ship^ with the view of retaking 
her, Morrison would have been one of the lirst he 
fthould have called to his assistance* 

B 
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Mr, Cole gave testimony to his beinj? a tr an of 
cood chciracter, attentive to his duty, and he never 
knew any harm of him. 

Mr. Purc^ll bore witness to his good character, 
being always diUgent and attentive ; did not see hioi 
under arms on the taffrail) never heard him use any 
jeering speeches. 

Respecting the prisoner Mmptatt^ Mr. C&le*s evi- 
dence proves that ne had a mu^et in his hands, but 
not tiu the latter part of the business ; it is also 

E roved that he assisted in getting things into the 
uinch. Mr* Peckover saw him stiuding on the for e* 
castle doing nothing — ^he was not armed. 

lAeutenant Hatfward saw Muspratt among the 
armed men : was asked, when Captain Bhgh used 
the words, " Doirt let the boat be overloaded, my 
lads," — "I'll do you justice do yuu understand the 
latter words, " My lads, Til do you justice," to apply 
to clothes or to men, whom he apprehended might 
go into the boat ? Witness — " If Captain Bligh made 
use of the words *my lads,' it was to the people 
already in the boat, and not to those in the ship.'* 
The Court — ^'To whom do you imagine Captain 
Blic^h alluded : wns it, in your opinion, to the men 
in the boat with him, or to any persons then remain- 
ing in the ship }" Witness^ To persons remaining 
in the ship.'' 

Against the prisoners Ellison, Burkitt^ and Mill- 
ward the evidence given by aU the wiUiesses so 
clearly and distinctly proved they were under arms 
the whole time, and actively employed against Bligh, 
that it is unnecessary to go into any detail as far as 
they are concerned* 

The Court having called on the prisoners, each 
separately, for his defence, Mr. Heywood delivered 
his as fouows : — . 

'*My lords and gentlemen of this honourable 
court, — Your attention has already been sufficiently 
exercii:;ed iu the paiuTul lirUTalive of tluu> Uial \ it is 
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Iherefore my duty to trespass furtlier on it as little 
as possible* 

*' The crime of mutiny, for which I am now ar- 
raigned, is 80 seriously pregnant with every danger 
and mischief, that it makes the person so accused, 
in the eyes, not only of niihtary men of every 
description, but of every nation, appear at once 
the object of unpai^doiiable guilt and exemplary ven- 
geance. 

^In such a character it is my misfortune to 
appear before this tribunal, and no doubt I must 
have been gazed at with all that horror and indigna- 
tion which the conspirators of such a mutiny as 
that in Captain Bligb's ship so immediately pro- 
voke ; hard, then, indeed is my fate, that curcum- 
stances should so occur to point me out as one of 
them. 

** Appearances, probably, are against me, but they 
are appearances only; for unless 1 may be deemed 
guilty for feeling a repugnance at embracing death 
unnecessarily, I declare before this court and the 
tribunal of Almighty God, I am innocent of the 
charge. 

" I chose rather to defer asking any questions of 
the witnesses until I heard the whole of the evi- 
dence ; as the charge itself, although I knew it gene- 
rally, was not in its full extent, nor in particular 
points, made known to me before I heard it read by 
the judge advocate at the beginning of the trial; 
and I fbel myself relieved by having adopted such a 
mode, as it enables me to set right a few particulars 
of a narrative which I had the honour to transmit 
to tlie Earl of Chatham, containing an account of 
all that passed on the fatal morning of the 28th of 
April, 1789, but which, from the confusion the ship 
was in during the mutiny, I might have mistaken, or 
from the errors of an imperfect recollection I might 
have misstated; the dilTerenoe, however, will now 

b4f» open to corr;;ctioa ; and I have great satisfaction 
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in obsenringy that the mistakes but very slightly rt« 
spect my part of the transaction, and I shail conse« 
quently escape the imputation of endeavouring to 
save myself by imposing on my judges. 

" When first thia sad event tookpto^e I was sleep- 
ing in my hammock ; nor, till the very moment of 
bemg awakened from it, had I the least intimation 
of what Was going on* The spectaele'was as sudden 
to my eyes as it was unknown to my heart, and 
both were convulsed at the sbene. 

" Matthew Thompson was the first that claimed 
my attention upon walking: he was sittine^ as a sen- 
tinel over the arni-ch^st and my berth, and informed 
me that the captain was a prisoner, and Christian 
had taken the conunand of the ship. I entreated 
for permission to go upon deck ; and soon after the 
boatswain and carpenter had seen me in my berth, 
as they were going up the fore-hatchway, I followed 
them, as is stated in their evidence. It is not in my 
power to describe my feelings upon seeing the cap 
tain as I did, who, with his hands tied behmd him, 
was standing on the quarter-deck, a little abaft the 
ndzen^mast, and Christian by his side. My faculties 
were benumbed, and I did not recover the power of 
recollection, until called to by somebody to take 
hold of the tackle^fall, and assist to get out the 
launeh, which I found was to be given to the captain 
instead of the large cutter, already in the water 
alongside the ship. It were 4n vain to say what 
things I put into the boat, but many were handed in 
by me; and in doing this it was that my hand 
touched the cutlass (for I will not attempt to deny 
what the carpenter has deposed), though, on my 
conscience, I am perssuaded it was of momentary 
duration, and innocent as to intention. The former 
is evident from its being unobserved by every wit- 
ness who saw me upon deck, some of wliom must 
have noticed it had it continued a single minute; 
and the latter is proved by the only person who took 
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notice of the circumstance, and has also deposed 
that at the moment he beheld me T was apparently 
in a state of absolute stupor/ The poiscm, there- 
fore, carries with it its antidote ; and it seems need* 
less to make any further comment on the subject, 
for no man can be weak enough to suppose, that if I 
had been armed for the puqiose of assisting in the 
mutiny, I should have resumed a weapon in the 
moment of triumph, and when the ship was so com- 
pletely in the possession of the party, that (as more 
than one witness has emphatically expressed it) all 
attempts at recovering her would have been im- 
practicable. 

"The boat and ship, it is true, presented them- 
selves to me without its once occurring that I was 
at liberty to choose, nuirh less that the choice I 
should make would be afterward deenird criminal; 
and I bitterly deplore that my extreme youth nnd 
inexperience concurred in tortnrinf]^ me with 'appre- 
hensions, anri prevented me from preferrinc: the 
former ; for as thinirs have turned out, it would have 
saved me from the dispnrace of appearing before you 
as J do at this day — it would have spared the sharp 
conflicts of my own mind ever since, and the ago- 
nizing tears of a tender mother and my much- 
beloved sisters. 

Add to my youth and inexperience, that I was 
influenced in my conduct by the example of my 
messmates, Mr* If aEet and Mr* Hayward, the former 
of whom was very much agitated, and the latter, 
though he had been many years at sea, yet, when 
Christian ordered him into the boat, he was evi- 
dently alarmed at the perilous situation, and so much 
overcome by the harsh command that he actually 
shed tears. 

"My own apprehensions w^ere far from being les- 
sened at such a circumstance as this, and I fearfully 
beheld the preparations for the captain's departure 
gs the preliminaries of inevitable destruction, which* 

B3 
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although I did not think could be more certain, yet 
I feitred would be more speedy, by the least addition 
to their number. 

To show that I have no disposition to impose 
upon this court by endeavouring to paint the situa- 
tion of the boat to be-worse than it really was, I 
Deed only refer to the captain's own narrative, 
wherein he says that she would have sunk with 
ihem on the evening of the 3d May, had it not been 
for his timely caution of throwing out some of the 
stores, and all the clothes belonging to the people, 
excepting two suits for each* 

" Now what clothes or stores could they have 
spared which in weight would have been equal to 
that of two men 1 (for if I had been in her, and the 
poor fellow Norton had not been murdered at 
Tofoa, she would have been encumbered with our 
additional weight) — and if it be true that she was 
saved by those means, which the captain says she 
was, it must follow that if Norton and myself had 
been in her (to say nothing of Coleman, iNl'lntosh^ 
Norman, and Byrne, who, it is confessed, were desi- 
rous of leaving the ship), she must either have n^one 
down with us, or, to prevent it, we must have light* 
ened her of the provisions and other necessary arti- 
cles, and thereby have perished for want^— dreadful 
alternative ! 

A choice of deaths to those who are certain of 
dying may be a matter of indifference ; but where^ 
on one hand, death appears inevitable, and the means 
of salvation present themselves on the other, how- 
ever imprudent it )night be to resort to those means 
in any other less trying situation, I think (and hope 
even at my present time of Ufe) that I shall not be 
suspected of a want of courage for saying,' few 
would hesitate to embrace the latter. 

**Such, then, was exactly my situation on board 
the Bouiity ; to be starved to death, or drowned, ap- 
peared to be inevitable if I went in the boat ; and 
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surely it is not to be wondered at, if at the age of 
sixteen years, with no one to advise with, and so 
ignorant of tilie discipline of the service (having 
never been at sea before) as not to know or even 
suppose it was possible that what I should determine 
upon might afterward be alleged against me as a 
crime — f say, under such circumstances, in so trying 
a situation, can it be wondered at if I suffered the 
preservation of my life to be the first, dnd to super* 
sede every other consideration. 

" Besides, through the medium of the master, the 
captain had directed the rest of the ofllcers to remain 
on board, in hopes of retaking the ship. Such is 
the master's assertion, and such the report on board, 
and as it accorded with my own wishes for the pre- 
servation of my life, I felt myself doubly justified in 
staying on board, not only as it appeared to he safer 
than going in the boat, but from a consideration also 
of being in the way to be useful in assisting to ac- 
complish so desirable a wish of the captain. 

Let it not — for God's sake — let it not be argued 
that my fears were groundless, and that the arrival 
of the boat at Timor is a proof that my conduct 
was wrong. This would be judging from the event, 
and I think I have plainly shown, that but for the 
death of Norton at Tofoa, and the prudent order of 
the captain not to overload the boat, neither himself 
nor any of the people who were saved with him 
would at this moment , have been alive to have pre- 
ferred any charge against me, or given evidence at 
this trial* 

If deliberate guilt be neeessahiy affixed to all 
who continued on board tiie ship, and that in conse* 
quence they must be numbered with Christian's 
party — in such a strict view of matters it must irre- 
vocably imp>ftach the armourer and two carpenter's 
mates, as well as Martin and Byrne, who certainly 
wished to quit the ship. And if Christian's first in- 
tention of sending away the captain, with a few per« 
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flOns onlYf in the small cutter, had not been giTen 
up, or if even the large cutter had not been ex- 
chanf^ed for the launch, more than half of those who 

did go with him would have been oblig^ed to stay 
with me. Forgetful for a moment of my own mis- 
fortunes, 1 cHimot help being agitated at the bare 
thougrht of their narrow escape. ^ 

" Everybody must, and I am sure that this court 
will, allow that my case is a peculiarly hard one, 
inasmuch ns the running away with the ship is a 
proof of the nuitiny having been committed. The 
mnocent and the guilty are upon exactly the same 
footing— had the former been confined by sickneflSf 
without a leg to stand on, or an arm to assist them in 
opposing the mutineers, they must have been put 
upon their trial, and instead of the captain being 
obliged to prove their guilt, it would have been in- 
cumbent upon them to have proved themselves inno- 
cent. How can this be done but negatively ! If all 
who wished it could not accompany the captain, 
they were necessarily compelled to stay witii Chris- 
tian ; and being with him, were dependent on him, 
subject to his orders, however disinclined to obey 
them, for force in such a state is paramount to every 
thing. But when, on the contrary, instead of being 
in arms, or obeying any orders of the mutineers, I 
did every thing in my power to assist the captain 
and those who went with him, and by all my actions 
(except in neglecting ^o do what, if I had done, 
must have endangered the lives of those who were 
so fortunate as to quit the ship) I showed mjrself 
faithful to the last moment of the captain^s stay, 
what is there to leave a doubt in the minds of im* 
partial Mnd dispassionate men of my being perfectly 
innocent? Happy indeed should I have been if 
the master had staid on board, which he probably 
would have done, if his reasons for wishing to do so 
haa not been overheard by the man who was m tho 
bread'-room. 
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*« Captain BUgh in his na^tire acknowledges that 
he left some friends on board the Bountyi and 
no part of my eonduct could have induced him to be» 
Ueve that I ought not to be reckoned of the number. 
Indeed from his attention to and very kind treatment 
of me personally, I should have been a monster of 
depravity to have betrayed him. The idea alone is 
sufficient to disturb a mind where humanity and 
gratitude have, I hope, ever been noticed as its char- 
acteristic features ; and yet Mr. Hallet has said that 
he saw me laugh at a time when, Heaven knows, 
the conflict in my own mind, independent of the 
captain^s situation, rendered such a want of decency 
impossible. The charge in its nature is dreadful^ 
but I boldly declare, notwithstanding an internal 
conviction of my uinocence has enabled me to en* 
dure m V sufferings for the last etizteen months» could 
I liave laid to my heart so heavy an accusation, I 
' should not have lived to defend myself from it. And 
this brings to my recollection another part of 
Captain Bligh's narrative, in w hieh he says, * I was 
kept apart from every one, and all I could do was by 
speaking to them in general, but my endeavours 
were of no avail, for I was kept securely bound, and 
no one but the guard was suffered to come near me.' 

"If the captain, whose narrative we may suppose 
to have been a detail of every thing which happened ' 
could only recollect that he had spoken generally to 
the people, I trust it will hardly be believed that Mr. 
Hallet, without notes, at so distant a period as thisy 
should be capable of recoUecling that he heard hun 
speak to any one in particular ; and here it may not 
be improper to observe, that at the time to wmch I 
allude, Mr. Hallet (if I am rightly informed) could 
not have been more than fifteen years of age. I 
mean not to impeach his courage, but 1 think if cir- 
cumstances be considered, and an adequate idea of 
the confused state of the ship can be formed by this 
Courti it will not appear probable that this young 
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gentleman should have been so petfectlf nnembar* 
raased as to be able to paitieulanze the mnselea of 
ft man^s countenance, even at a considetable distance 
from him; and what is still more extraordinary iSf 
that he heard the captain call to me from abaft the 
mizen to the platform where I was standing, which 
required an exertion of voice, and must have been 
heard and noticed by all who were present, as the 
captain and Christian were at that awful moment the 
objects of every one's peculiar attention ; yet he 
who was Standing between us, and noticing the 
transactions of us bothp could not hear what was 
said. 

^To me it has ever occurred that diffidence is 
very becoming, and of all human attainnients a 
knowledge of ourselves is the most difficult; and if, 
in the ordinary course of life, It is not an easy matter 
precisely to account for our own actions, how much 
more difficult and hazardous must it be, in new and 
momentous scenes, when the mind is hurried and 
distressed by conflicting passions, to judge of an- 
other's conduct; and yet here are two young men, 
who, after a lapse of near four years (in which 
period one of them, like myself, has grown from a 
boy to be a man), without hesitation, in a matter on 
which my life is depending, undertake to account for 
some of my actions, at a time, too, when some of 
the most experienced officers in the ship are not 
ashamed to acknowledge they were overcome by the 
confusion which the mutiny occasioned, and are in* 
capable of recollecting a number of their own trans- 
actions on that day« 'v> f»vt^:: 

«1 can only oppose to such open boldneM m 
calm sunestions of reason, and would willingly be 
persuaded that the impression under which this 
evidence has been given is not in any degree open to 
suspicion. 1 would be understood,>at the same time, 
not to mean any thing injurious to the character of 
Vib Hallet : and for Mr. Hay ward, I ever loved him* - 



Digitized by Google 



iad must do him the jastice to declare, that whaU 
ever cause 1 may have to deplore the effect o( his 
evideocef or rather his opinioni for he has deposed 
no fact against mei yet I am convinced it was given 
Gonscientiouslvy and with a tenderness and feeling 
becoming a man of honour. 

** But may they not both be mistaken 1 Let it be 
remembered that their long intimacy with Captain 
Bligh, in whose distresses they were partakers, and 
whose sufferings were severely felt by them, natu- 
rally begot an abhorrence towards those whom they 
thous^ht the authors of their misery ; — might they not 
forget that the story had been told to them, and by 
first of all believing, then constantly thinking of it| 
be persuaded at last it was a fact within the compass 
of their own knowledge 1 

It is the more natural to believe it is sOf from 
Mr« Ballet's forgetting what the captain said unon the 
occasion ; whicht had he been so collected as ne pre* 
tends to have been, he certainly must have heard* 
Mr. Hay ward, also, it is evident, has made a mistake 
in point of time as to the seeing nie with Morrison 
and Millward upon the booms j for the boatswain 
and carpenter in their evidence have said, and the 
concurring testimony of everyone supports the fact^ 
that the mutiny had taken place, and the captain was 
on deck, before they catne up, and it was not till 
after that time that the boatswain called Morrison 
and Millward out of theif tianimocks ; therefore, to 
have seen me at all upon the booms with those two 
ment it must have been long after the time that Mr* 
Hayward has said it was. Again, Mr. Hayvraid has 
said that he could not recollect the day nor even the 
month when the Pandora arrived at Otaheite« Nei« 
ther did Captain Edwards recollect when, on his' 
return, he wrote to the Admiralty that Michael 
Byrne had surrendered himself as one of tiie 
Bounty's people, but in that letter he reported him 
aa having beeu apprehended, which plainly shows 
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that the memory is fallible to a very great degree} 
and it is a fair conclusion to draw« that if when the 
mind is at rest, which must have been the case with 
Mr. Hay ward in the P mdora, and thingd of a few 
months' date are difficult to be rememberedf it is 
next to impossible, in the state Which everybody 
was on board the Bountyi to remember then* par« 
ticular actions at the distance o^ tfatee years aiid a 
half after they were observed* 

"As to the advice he says he gave me to go into 
the boat, I can only say I have a faint recollection 
of a short conversation With somebody, — 1 thought 
it was Mr. Stewart ; — ^but be that as it may, 1 think 
1 may take upon me to say it was on deck, and not 
below ; for on hearing it suoftrested that I should be 
deemed guilty if I staid in the ship, I Went down 
directly* and m passing Mr. Cole, told him, in a low 
tone of voice, that 1 would fetch a few necessaries in 
a bag and follow him into the boat, which at that 
time I meant to do, but Was afterward prevented^ 

*^ Surely I shall not be deemed criminal that I 
hesitated at getting into a boat whose gunnel, when 
she left the snip, was not quite eight inchus above the 



unexpected trial, fear and confusion assailed my 
untaught judgment, and that by remaining in the 
ship I appeared to deny my commander, it Was in 
appearance only— it was the sin of my head— for I 
solemnly assure you be/ore God| that it was not the 
idleness of ray heart. 

" I was surprised into ray error by a mixture of 
ignorance, apprehension, and the prevalence of ex* 
ample ; and^ alarmed as I was from my sleep* fhefe 
was little opportunity and less time for better reeoU 
lection. The captam, I am penmadedi did not see 
me during the mutmy, for I retiredt as it were* in 
sorrowful snspense, alternately agitated between 
hope and fear, not knowing what to do. The dread 
of being asked by liim, or of being ordered by- 



8urfu.ce of the water. 
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Christian, to go into the bont, — or, whicl appeared 
to me worse than either, of being desired by iha 
' latter to join his party, induced tne to keep out of 
the sight of both, until I was a second time confined 
in my berth by Thompson, when the determiiiatioa 
I had made was too late to be useful. 

** One itistance of my conduct I bad nearly for- 
gotten^ which, with much anxiety and great astonish- 
ment, 1 have heard ohserved upon and considered as a 
fault, though I had iknagined it blameless, if not lauda* 
ble— 1 mean the assistance I gave in hoisting out the 
launch, which, by a mode of expression of the boat- 
swain's, who says I did it voluntarily (meaning that 
I did not refuse rny assistance when he asked me to 
give it), the Court, I am afraid, has considered it as 
givinsf assistance to the mutineers, and not done with 
a view to help the captain; of which, however, 1 
haye no doubt of being able to give a satisfactory 
explanation in evidence. 

" Observations on matters of opinion T will en- 
deavour to forbear, where they ap[)ear to liave been 
formed from the impulse of the moment ; bull shall 
be pardoned for remembering Mr. Hay ward's (given, 
I will allow, with great deliberation, and after long 
weighing the question which called for it), which 
cannot reckoned of that description, for although 
he says he rather considered me as a friend to 
Christian's party, he states that his last words to me 
were, ^ Peter, go intp the boat which words could 
not have been addressed to one who was of the 
party of the mutineers* And I am sure, if the coun- 
tenance is at all an index to the heart, mine must 
have betrayed the sorrow and distress he has so ac* 
curately described. 

** It were trespassing unnecessarily upon the pa- 
tience of the Court, to be giving a tedious history 
of what happened in consequence of the mutiny, 
and how, through one very imprudent step, I was 
unavoidably led into others. 

S 
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" Butj amid all this pilgrimage of distress, I hacJ a 
conscience, thaiik Heaven, which lulled away the 
rain of personal difficulties^ dangers, and distress* 
ft was this conscious principle which determined 
tne not to hide myself as if guflty* No — I wel* 
fiomed the arrival of the Pandora at Otaheilei and 
embraced the earliest opportunity of freely surren* 
dering myself to the detain of that ship. 

^ By his order I was chained and punished with 
incredible severity, though the ship was- threatened 
with instant destruction ; when fear and trembling 
came on every man oh board, in vain, for a long 
time, were my earnest repeated cries, that the 
galling irons might not, in that moment of affrighting 
consternation, prevent my hands from bemg lifted 
up to Heaven for mercy. 

But though it cannot fail deeply to interest the 
humanity of this Court, and kindle in the breast of 
every member of it compassion for my sufferings^ 
yet as it is not relative to the point, and as I cannot 
for a moment believe that it proceeded from any im* 
proper motive on the part of Captain Edwardsi 
whose character in the navy stands high in estima* 
tion both as an officer and a man of humanity, but 
rather that he was actuated in Us conduct towards 
me by the inriperious dictates of the laws of the 
8enrice> I shall therefore Waive it| and say no more 
iqx>n the eutijeot* 

Believe me^ again I entreat you win believe moi 
when in the name of thetremendous Judge of heaven 
and earth (before whose vindictive Majesty I may 
be destined soon to appear), I now assert my inno- 
cence of plotting, abetting, or assisting, either by 
word or deed, the mutiny for which I am tried — for, 
young as 1 am, I am still younger in the school of 
art and such matured infamy. 

"My parents (but I have only one left, a solitary 
and mournful mother, who is at home weeping and 
trembling for the event of this day), thankfi to their 
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fostenng^ care, taught me betimes to reverence God* 
to honour the king, and be obedient to his laws ; 
$nd at no one time have I resolutely or designedly 
been an apostate to either. 

To this honourable Courts theni J now commit 
myself. < 

" My character and my life are at your disposal; 
and as the former is as sacred to me as the latter 
is precious, the consolation or settled misery of a 
dear mother and two sisters, who mingle their tears 
together, and are all but frantic for my situation- 
pause for your verdict. 

" If 1 ani found worthy of life, it shall be improved 
by past experience, and especially taught from the 
serious lesson of what has lately happened ; but if 
nothing but death itself can atone for my pitiable 
indiscretion, 1 bow with submission and ail due re- 
spect to your impartial decimon. 

Not with suUen indiffereaee shall I then medi- 
tate on my doom as not deserving it — no, such be- 
haviour would be aii in&ndt to God and an affiront to 
mail, and the attentive and candid depoitment of 
my judges in this place leqoirea more becommg 
manners in me. 

Yet, if I am found guilty this day, they mil not 
construe it, I trust, as the least disrespect offered' 
to their discernment and opinion, if I solemnly de- 
clare that niy heart will rely with confidence in its 
own innocence, until that awful period when my 
spirit shall be about to be separated from my body, 
to take its everlasting flight, and be ushered mto the 
presence of that unerring Judge, before whom all 
Kearts are open and from whom no secrets are hid« 

"P. Hbywood.** 

His witnesses fully established the facts which 
he assumed in this defence. He then delivered to 
the president a paperj of which the following is a 
copy:— 
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My Lord,— The Court having heard the witnesses 
I hay^ been enabled to call, it will be unnecessary 
to add any thing to their testimony in point of fact, 
or to observe upon it by way of illustration^ It is, 
I trust, suflScient to do away any suspicion which 
may have fallen upon me, and to remove every im* 
plication of guilt which, while unexplained, might 
By possibility have attached to me. It is true I 
have, by the absence of CapLiiin Blie^h, Simpson, and 
Tinkler, been deprived of the opportunity of laying 
before the Court much that would at least have been 
grateful to my feelings, though 1 hope not necessary 
to my defence ; as the former must have exculpated 
me from the least disrespect, and the two last would 
have proved, past all contradiction, that I was un- 

i'ustly accused. I mifrht regret that in their absence 
. have been arraigned, but, thank Heaven, I have 
been enabled, by the very witnesses who were called 
to cnminate me, to oppose facts to opinions, and give 
explanation to circumstances of suspicion. 

It has been proved that I was asleep at the time 
of the mutiny, and waked onl^ to confusion and 
dismay. It has been proved, it is true,- that I con-* 
tinued on board the ship, but it has been also proved 
I was detained by force ; and to this I most add, I 
left the society of those with whom I was for a 
time obliged to associate, as soon as possible, and 
with unbounded satisfaction resigned myself to the 
captain of the Pandora, to whom I gave myself up, 
to whom I also delivered my journal* (faitli fully 
brought up to the preceding day), and to whom 1 also 
gave every information in my power. I could do 
no more ; for at the first time we were at Otaheite 
it was impossible for me, watched and suspected as 
I was, to separate from the ship. My information 
to Captain Edwards was open, sincere, and unquali- 
fied, and I had many oppoitunities given me at dif* 

* Tbii Journal, Ilia preraaadt mini bsia beao toat wiMn Uie Fao» 
toswaawnokad. 
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f&rent times of repeating it. Had a track been open 
to my native country, I should have followed it ; had 
a vessel arrived earlier, I should earlier with the 
same eagerness have embraced the opportunity, for 
I dreaded not an inquiry in- which I foresaw no 
discredit But Providence ordained it otherwise. 
I have been the victim of suspicion, and had nearly 
fallen a sacrifice to misapprehension. I have, how- 
ever, hitherto surmounted it, and it only remains 
with this Court to say, if my su^erings have not 
been equal to my indiscretion. 

"The decision will be the voice of honour, and 
to that I must implicitly resign myself. 

•* P. Heywood.** 

r 

Mr* Marrtson^s Defence 

Sets out by statins: that he was waked at daylight 
by Mr. Cole the boatswain, who told- him that the 
ship was taken by Christian; that he assisted in 
clearing out the boat at Mr. Cole's desire, and says, 
" While I was thus employed Mr. Fryer came to 
me and asked if I had any hand in the mutiny ; I 
told him no. He then desired me to see who I 
could find to assist me« and try to rescue the ship ; 
I told him I feared it was then too late, but wotud 
do* my endeavour ; when John MiUward, who stood 
by me, and heard what Mr. Fryer said, swore he 
would stand by me if an opportunity offbred* Mr. 
Fryer was about to speak again, but was prevented 
by Matthew Quintal, who, with a pistol in one hand, 
collared hun ^^lth the other, saying, * Come, Mr. 
Fryer, you must go down into your cabin;' and 
hauled him away. Churchill then came, and shak- 
ing his cutlass at me, demanded what Mr. Fryer 
said. I told him that he only asked me if they were 
going to have the long-boat, upon which Alexander 
Smith (Adams), who stood on the opposite side of 
the boat« said« * It's a d--d lie, Charley, for I sass 

S2 . 
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him and MQlward shake hands when the mastei 
sppke to them.' Churchill then said to me, ^1 
would have you mind how you come on, for I have 
an eye upon you.' Smith at the same time called 
out, ' Stand to your arms, for they intend to make 
a rush.' This, as it was intended, put the mutineers 
on their guard, and I foimd it necessary to be verv 
cautious how I acted ; and I heard Captain Bligh 
say to Smith, *I did not expect you would be 
against me, Smith;' but I could not near what an^ 
swer he made." 

He says, that wliile clearing the boat, he heard 
Christian order Churchill to see that no arms were 
put into her; to keep Norman, M'Intosh, and Cole- 
man in the ship, and get the officers into the boat 
as fast as possible ; that Mr. Fryer begged permis- 
sion to stay, but to no purpose. " On seeing Mr. 
Fryer and most of the officers going into the boat, 
without the least appearance of an effort to rescue 
the ship, I began to rellect on my own situation ; 
and seeing the situation of the boat, and considering 
that she was at least a thousand leagues from any 
iriendly settlement, and judging, from what I had 
seen of the Friendly Islanders but a few days before, 
that nothing could be expected from them but to be 
plundered or killed, and seeing no choice but of one 
evilf I chose as I thought the least, to stay in the 
ship, especially as I considered it as obeying Captain 
Bligh's orders, and depending on his promise to do 
justice to those who remained. I informed Mr. Cole 
of my intention, who made me the like promise, taking 
me by the hand and saying, ' God bless you, my 
boy; I will do you justice if ever I reach England.' 
, *'I also informed Mr. Hayward of my intention ; 
and on his dropping a hint to me that he intended 
to knock Churchill down, I told him 1 would second 
him, pointing to some of the Friendly Island clubs 
which were sticking in the booms, and saying, 
^ There were tools enough:' but (he adds) 1 was 
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suddenly damped to find that he went into the boat 
without making the attempt he had proposed^* 
He then appeals to the members of the Comrt, 

as to the alternative they would themselves have 
taken: — " A boat alongside, already crowded ; those 
who were in her crying out she would siuk; and 
Captain Bligh desiring no more might go in — with 
a slender slock of provisions, — what hope could 
there be to reach any friendly shore, or withstand 
the hostile attacks of the boisterous elements 1 The 
perils those underwent who reached the island of 
Timor, and whom nothing but the apparent inter- 
ference of Divine Providence could have saved, 
fuUy justify my fears, and prove beyond a doubt 
that they rested on a solid foundation : for by stay- 
ing in the ship, an opportunity might offer of es- 
caping, Imt by going in the boat nothing but deaUi 
appeared, either from the lingering torments of hun- 
ger and thirst, or from the murderous weapons of 
cruel sav ages, or being swallowed up by the deep. 

**I have endeavoured," he says, " to recall to Mr. 
Hayward's remembrance a proposal he at one time 
made, by words, of attacking the mutineers, and of 
my encouraging him to the attempt, promising to 
hack him. He says he has but a faint recollection 
of the busniess — so faint, indeed, that he cannot recall 
to his memory the particulars, but owns there was 
something passed to that effect. Faint, however, 
as his remembrance is (which for me is the more 
unfortunate), ought it not to do away all doubt with 
respect to the motives by which 1 was then influ- 
enced V* And, in conclusion, he says, I beg leave 
most humbly to remind the members of this hon* 
ourable Court, that I did freely, and of my own 
accord, deliver myself up to Lieutenant Robert 
Corner, of H. M. S. Pandora, on the first certain 
aoUce uf her arrivaL^ 



Digitized by Google 



21Z 



Wmiam MuspraU*s Defence 

Declares his innocence of finy participation in tTie 
mutiny ; admits \\e assisted in hoisting out the boat^ 
and in putting several articles into her; after which 
hesat down on the boon^s, when Miilward came and 
? mentioned to him Mr: Fryer*s intention to rescw 
the ship, when he said he would stand by Mi". Fryer 
ae far as be could ;^and with that intention, and for 
that purpose only, he took up a nuiskel wbsoh one 
of the people had laid down, and which he (juitted 
fhe moment he saw Blights people get into the boat 
Solemnly denies the charge of Mv. Pmrcell ai^nst 
him, of handing liquor to the ship^d company. Mr,' ^ 
Hay ward's evidence, he trust s, must stand so im^ 
peached before the Court as not to receive the least 
attention, when the lives of so many men are to be 
affected by it — for, he observes, he swears that 
Morrison was a mutineer^ because he assisted in 
hoisting out the boats ; and that Mcintosh was not 
a mutineer, notwithstanding" he was precisely em* 
ployed on the same business — that he criminated 
Morrison from the. appearance of his coun'enance— 
that he had only a faint remembrance of that mate* 
rial and striking circumstance of Morrison offering 
to join him to retake the ship-^that in answer to 
his (Muspratt^s) question itespec ting Captain Bligh*» 
worasi My lads, I'll do you justice,** he considered 
them applied to the people in the boalt and not to 
those in the shipi— to the same question put by the 
Court, he said tiliey applied to persons remaining in 
the ship. And he notices some other instances 
which he thinks most materially affbct Mr. Hay- 
ward's credit ; and says, that if he had been under 
arms when Hay ward swore he was, he humbly sub-, 
mits Mr. Hallet must have seen liim. And he con- 
cludes with asserting (what indeed was a very gen- 
eral opinion), "that the great misfortune attending 
this unhappy business is^ that no one ever attempted 
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to leocoe flie ship; that it might have been donev 
Thompson being tiie only sentinel over the arm 
ehest*** 

Mkhael Byme^s Defence 

was very short. He says, " It has pleased the Al- 
mighty, among the events of his unsearchable provi- 
dence, nearly to deprive me of sights which often, 
puts it out of ray power to carry the intentions of 
my mind into execution. 

** I make no doubt but it appears to this honour- 
able Court, that on tiie 28th of April, 1789, my in- 
tention was to quit his majesty's ship Bounty with 
the officers and men who went away, and that the 
sorrow I expressed at being detained was real and 
Unfeigned. 

1 do not know whether I may be able to repeat 
the exact^words that were epoken on the occasion, 
but some ssud, ^ We must not part witti our fiddler 
and Charles Churchill threatened to send me to the 
shades if I attempted to quit the cutter, into which 
I had gone for the purpose of attending Lieutenant 
Bligh and, without further trespassing on the time 
of the court, he submits his case to its judgment and 
mercy. 

It is not necessary to notice any parts of the de- 
fence made by Coleman, Norman, and M'lutosh, as 
it is clear from the whole evidence and from Bligh's 
certificates, that those men were anxious to go in 
the boat, but were kept in the ship by force. 

It is equally clear that Ellison, Millward, and 
Burkitt were concerned in every stage of the mu- 
tiny, and had Httle to offer in their defence in excul- 
pation of the crime of which they were accused. 

On the sixth day, namely, on the i8th of Septem- 
ber, 1702, the court met ; the prisoners were brought 
in, audience admitted, when, the president havmg 
asJked the prisonm if they or any of them had anf 
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ttuBg more to offer in their defence, tbe court ww 
cleared, and agreed,— 

^That the charges had been poyed againslfto 
said Peter He3rwoM» James Momson, Thomas Elli- 
son, T%oma8 Burid^ Jotis^ MiUward, and William 
Mospratt; and did adjudge them and each ot them 
to suffer death, by being hanged by the neck on 
board such of his majesty's ship or ships of war, and 
at such time or times, and at such place or places^ 
as the commissioners for executing the office of , 
IjOrd High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Ac, or any three of them for the time being should^ 
in writing under their hands, direct ; but the court,, 
in consideration of various circumstances, did hum- 
bly and most earnestly recommend the said Peter 
He)rwood and James Morrison to his majesty's 
mercy ; suid the court further agreed, that the charges^ 
had not been proved against, the said Charles Nor- 
man, Joseph Coleman, Thomas- Mcintosh, and Mi* 
chael Byrne, and did ai^udge them- and each of them 
to be aeqoitied.^ 

The comt was tiien opened and audience admitted 
and sentence passed accordingly. 



CHAPTER VIL 

THE kino's WABRART. 

•Well, believe this— 
No ceremony that to great ones Inn^ 

Not tlie kinK*8 crown, nor the deputed 8word» 
The marshal^s truncheon, nor the judfre'a robe^ 
Become them with one hilCaa good a gjnoe 
AsBiBPoy dtM.* 

It was a very common feelings that T[eyvH}od and 
Morrison, the former in particular, had been hardly 
dealt with by the court in passing upon them a sea 
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fence of death, tempered as it was with the recom- 
mendation to the king^s mercy. It shouldn liowever, 
have been recollected^ that tlie court had no dis- 
cretional power to pass any otlier sentence but that, 
or a full accjuittal. But earnestly^ no doubt, as the 
court was disposed towards the latter alternative^ it 
could not consistently with the rules and feelings of 
the service be adopted. It is not enough in cases of 
mutiny ^and this case was aggpravated by the piratical 
selzuvD of a king^s ship) that the officers and men 
in his malesty's naval service should take no active 
part) to be neutral or passive is considered as tan* 
lanoilnit to miffing and sbettine* Besides, in the 
presmt case, the remaimng in Uie ship along with 
the mutineers* without having recourse to such means 
Us offered of leaving her, presumes a voluntary ad* 
hesion to the criminal pany> The only fault of 
Hey wood> and a pardonable one on account of his 
youth and inexperieitce, was his not askiner Chris* 
tian to be allowed to eo with his captain,— his not 
trying to go in time. IVrTntosh^ Norman, By rnt?, and 
Coieman were acquitted because they expressed a 
strong desire to go, but were foitsed to remain. 
Tins was not only dearly proved, but they were in 
possesriOB of written testimonies from Bligh to that 
eftot; sad so would Hey wood have had, but for 
some prejudice Bligh had taken against him in the 
oottrse of the boat^voy age hofhe ; for it will be shoiim 
that he knew he was confined to his berth below. 

In favour of three of the four men condemned 
without a recommendation there wete unhappily no 
palliating circumstances* Millward, Burkitt, and 
Ellison were under arms from first to last; and EUi* 
son not only left the helm to take up argis, but, 
rushing aft towards Bligh, called out, " D — n him, 
ril be sentry over him." The fourth man, Muspratt, 
was condemned on ttie evidence of Lieutenant Hay« 
ward, which, however, appears to have been duly 
appreciated by the Lords CommissioDaTs of the A<ih 
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imralty^ and in consequence of which the poonmaai 

escaped an ignominious deatti* 

The family of young Hey wood in the Isle of Man 
had been buoyed up from various quarters with the 
almost certainty of his fuU acquittal. From the IStb 
September, when the court-martial first satt till the 
d4th of that month, they were prevented by the 
Btrong and contrary winds which cut off aU com* 
munication with England from receiving any tidings 
whatever. But while Mrs. Ileywuod and her daugh- 
ters were fondly flattering themselves w ith every 
thing being most happily concluded, one evening:, as 
they were indulging these pleasing hopes, a little 
boy, the son of one of their particular friends, nm 
into the room, and told them in the most abrupt 
manner that the trial was over and all the prisoners 
condemned, but that Peter Hevwood was recom- 
mended to mercy; he added, that a man whose 
name -he mentioned had told him this. The man 
was sent for, questioned, and replied he had seen it 
in a newspaper at Uverpool, from which place he 
was just arrived in a smaU fishing-boat, but had for* 
gotten to bring the paper with him* In this state 
of doubtful uncertam^ this wretched, family re- 
mained another whole week, harassed by the most 
erael agony of mind, which no language can express,^ 

* Ic In this mate of iiiiiid» while in moniMitary eKpeeUti^n of 
receiving an acconnt of the terminattnn of the court-martial, Ultt BtV* 
wood's dunning trioter Neaay wroie ttie ItoUowing lioeo ^— 

AIIXIET7. 

Doiil)tlng, dreading, IVetnil gtiest, 

. Quit, oh ! qoU this mortal breatft. 
* ' Wbv wilt tbou noy peace invade, 

Ana each brighter prospect shade T 
^ Pain me not with needless Fear, 
• Bnt let Hope my bosom cheer ; 

While I court her genUe charm% 

Woo the llatleferto my arms ; 

While each moment she beguiles 

With her sweet enliv'ning 8miio% 

While she sodly whiapers nr 
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«Tbe afiectionate Nensy. determined at once to pro* 
ceed to Liverpool, and so on to London. She urges 
her brother James at Liverpool to hasten to Ports- 
mouth : Don^t wait for me, I can go alone ; feart 
mi even despair, wSl support me through the jouiw 
ney : think only of our poor unfortunate and adored 
boy ; bestow not one thought on me.** And she adds* 
yet, if I could listen to reason (which is indeed dif- 
ficult), it is not likely that any thing serious has 
taken place, or will do so, as we should then cer^ 
tainly have had an express." She had a tempestuous 
passage of forty-nine hours, and to save two hours 
got into an open fishing-boat at the mouth of the 
Mersey, the sea running high and washing over her 
every moment; but she observes, " let me but be 
blessed with the cheering influence ofhope^ and I have 
spirit to undertake any thing." From Liverpool she 
set off the same night in the mail for London ; and 
arrived at Mr» Graham^s on the 5th October, who 









EE 



her to mske his house her home. 

The suspense into which the afflicted family in the 
Isle of Man had been thrown by the delay of the 
packet, was -painfully reheved on its arrival in the 
night of the d9th September, by the following letter 
firom Mr. Graham to the Rev. Dn Scott, which flie 
latter carried to Mrs. Heywood^s family the follow- 
ing morning* 

^ ParismmUJij Tuesday 9 l^th September. 

" Sir, 

"Although a stranger, I make no apology in 
writing to you» 1 have attended and given m; 



While I gaee on Fleaanre^s gleam. 
Say not thou Tis all a dream." 
Henee— nor darken Jov^s soft bloom 
With thy pale and sickly gloom : 
Naught have I to do with thoe— 
Hence— begone— Anxiety. 
Ml ^ Jfani Siptmnitr Wh. Nam BnwooD 

T 



Digitized by 



218 



THE KOMl^B WAMBUan. 



•assistaiK^ at Mr. Hejrwood's trial, which was flushed 
and the sentence passed about half an hour ago. 
Before I tell you what that sentence is, I must in- 
form you that his life is safe, notwithstanding it is 
at present at the mercy of the kingj to which he is 
in the strongest terms recommended by the court* 
That any unnecessary fears may not be productive 
of misery to the family, 1 must add, that the king's 
attorney-general (who with Judge Ashurst attended 
the trial) desired me to make myself perfectly easy, 
for that my friend was as safe as if he had not been 
condemned. I would have avoided making use of 
this dreadful word, but it must have come to your 
knowlei^, and perhaps unaccompanied by many 
others of a pleasing kind. To {prevent its being im« 
properly communicated to Mrs. or the Misses Hey 
woodi whose <Ustresses first engaged me in the 
business, and could not fail to call forth m]^best ex* 
ertions upon the occasion, I send you this by ex- 
press. The mode of communication I must leave 
to your discretion; and shall only add, that although 
from a combination of circumstances, ill-nature, and 
mistaken friendship, the sentence Is in itself terrible; 
yet it is incumbent on me to assure you, that from 
the same combination of circumstances everybody 
who attended the trial is perfectly satisfied in his 
own mind that he was hardly guilty in appearairi^€i ih 
intention he was peffectly innocent. I shall of course 
write to Commodore Pasley, whose mind from my 
letter to hitn of yesterday must be dreadfully agi« 
tated, and take his advice about what is to be done 
when Mr. Hey wood is released. I shall stay here 
till then, and my intention is afterward to take him 
to my house in town, where, I think, he had better 
stay till one of the family calls for him : for he will 
require a great deal of tender management after all 
his sufferings ; and it would perhaps be a necessary 

£ reparation for seeing his mother, that one or both 
is sisters should be previously preipared to flt^port 
her on so trying an occasion " 



On the follawing day Mr. Gtahem again writes to 
Dr. Scott, and among other thhige observes, ^ It will 
be a great satisfaction to bis family to learn, that 
the declarations of some of the other prisoners, 
since the trial, put it past all doubt that the evidence 
upon which he was convicted must have been (to 
say nothing worse of it) an unfortunate belief, on 
the part of the witness, of circumstances which 
either never had existence, or were applicable to 
one of the other gentlemen who remained in the 
ship, and not to Mr. Heywood,*^* 

On the 20th September Mr. Heywood addresses 
the first letter he wrote after his conviction to Dr 
Scott. 

" Honoured and dear Snr, 
** On Wednesday the 12th instant the awful trial 
commenced, and on that dsLy^when in courts I had the 

jdeasure of receiving your most kind and parental 
etter ;t in answer to which I now communicate to 
you the melancholy issue of it, which, as I desired 
my friend Bfr. Graham to inform you of immediately, 
will be no dreadful news to you. The morning 
lowers, and all my hope of worldly joy is fled. On 
Tuesday morning the 18th the dreadful sentence of 
death was pronounced upon me, to which (being the 
just decree of that Divine Providence who first gave 
me breath) I bow my devoted head with that forti- 
tude, cheerfulness, and resignation which is the 
duty of every member of the church of our blessed 
Saviour and Redeemer Christ Jesus. To Him nlone 
1 now h)ok up for succour, in full hope that perhaps 
a few days more will open to the view of my 
astonished an^ fearful soul his kingdom of eternal 
and incomprehensible bliss, prepared only for the 
righteous of heart. 

* This ifl STtjrpospd to allut^e to the evidence pven by FaHet 
t Tbiiv reiers lo a very kind and encouraging letter written to him tif 
tliellev. Dr. Seoti, of the Isle of Man, who knew him [turn a boy, ani 
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j ** I have not been found guilty of the slightest act 
connected with that detestable crime of motinyf but 
am doomed to die for not, being active in my endea- 
TOUTS to suppress it. Could the witnesses who ap- 
peared on the court-martial be themselves triedt they 
would also suffer for the very same and only crime 
of which I have been found guilty. But I am to be 
the victim. Alas ! my youthful inexperience^ and 
not depravity of will, is the sole cause to which I can 
attribute my misfortunes. But, so far from repining 
at my fate, I receive it with a dreadful kind of joy, 
composure, and serenity of mind ; well assured that it 
has pleased God to point me out as a subject through 
which some greatly useful (though at present un- 
searchable) intention of the divine attributes maybe 
carried into execution for the future benefit of my 
country. Then why should I repine at being made 
a sacrince for the good, perhaps, of thousands of my 
fellow-creatures ; forbid it. Heaven I Why should 
I be sorry to leave a world in which I have met with 
nothing but misfortunes and all their conconiitant 
evils f I shall, on the contrary, endeayoor to divest 
myself of aU wishes for the futile and snblnnary en- 
joyments of it, and prepare my soul for its receptiqn 
into the bosom of its Redeemer. For though the^ 
very strong recommendation I have had to his ma- , 
jesty's mercy by all the members of the court may 
meet with his approbation, yet that is but the bal- 
ance of a straw, a mere uncertainty, upon which no 
hope can be built ; the other is a certainty that must 
one day happen to every mortal, and therefore the 
salvation of my sou! requires my most prompt and 
powerful exertions during the short time I may have . 
to remain on earth. 

^f* As this is too tender a subject for me to inform 
^my unhappy and distressed mother and sisters of, 
trust, dear sir, you will either show them this letter^ 
or make known to them the truly dreadful intelli* 
gjmce u]i such a manner as (assisted by yourwhole-^ 
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some and paternal adrice) may enable tbem to beav 
It with (%ri8ttan fortitude. The only worldly feel* 
ings I am now possessed of are for their happiness 
and welfare ; but even these, hi my present situBp* 

tion, I must endeavour, with God's assistance, to 
eradicate from my heart, how hard soever the task, 
I must strive against cherishing any temporal affec- 
tions. But, my dear sir, endeavour to mitigate my 
distressed mother's sorrow. Give my everlasting 
.duty to her, and unabated love to my disconsolate 
brothers and sisters, and all my other relations. En- 
couran^e them, by my exjimple, to bear up with for- 
titude and resig^iation to the Divine will, under their 
load of misfortunes, almost too great for female na- 
ture to support, and teach them to be fully persuaded 
that all hopes of happiness on earth are vain. On 
iny own account 1 atill enjoy the moat easy serenity 
of mind; and am, dear sir, for ever, your greatly in- 
debtedf and.most dutiful, but ill-fated, 

^ "Pbxbh Hktwoodi.^ 

His next letter is to his dearly beloved Ne&sy. 

^^Had I not a strong idea that, ere thia moumfal 
epistle from your ill-fated brother ean reach the 

trembling hand of my ever dear and mueh-afflicted 
Nessy, she must have been informed of the final 
issue of my trial on Wednesday morning, by my 
honoured friend Dr. Scott, I would not now add 
trouble to the afflicted by a confirmation of it. 
Though I have indeed fallen an early victim to the 
rigid rules of the service, and though the jaws of 
death are onee more opened upon me, yet do I not 
now nor ever will bow to the tyranny of base-bom 
fear. Conscious of having done my duty to God and 
man^ I feel not one moment's anxiet)r on my own 
account, but cherish a full and sanguine hope that 
perhaps a few days more will free me from the load 
of mtfifortune which has ever been my portion ia 
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this transient period of existence; and tliat I riiaB 
find an everlasting asylum in those blessed regions 
of eternal bliss where the galling yoke of tyranny 

and oppression is felt no more. 

• ** If earthly majesty, to whose mercy I have been 
recommended by the court, should refuse to put 
forth its lenient hand and rescue me from what is 
fancifully called an igiionninious death, there is a 



righteous penitent, on whose gracious mercy alone I,, 
as we all should, depend, with that pious resignation 
which is the duty of every Christiaki; well convinced, 
that without his express permission not even a hair 
of our head can fall to the ground. 

*-*0h! my sister, my heart yearns when I pictinre 
to myself the affliction, indescribable affliction, which 
this melancholy intelligence must hare cansed in 
the mind of niy much honoured mother. But let it 
be your peculiar endeavour to watch over her grief 
and mitigate her pain. I hope, indeed, this little ad- 
vice from me will be unnecessary ; for I know the 
holy precepts of that inspired religion which, thank . 
Heaven 1 have been implanted in the bosoms of us 
all, will point out to you, and all my dear relatives, 
that fortitude and resignation which are required of 
us in the conflicts of human nature, and prevent you 
from arraigning the wisdom of tliat omniscient 
Providence of which we oiight all to have the fullest 
sense. 

I have had all my dear Nessy^s letters; the one 
of the 17th this morning: but alas! what do they 
now avail t Their contents only serve to prove the 
instability of all human, hopes and expectations; 
but, my dear sister, I begin to feel the pangs which 
you must suffer from the perusal of this melancholy 
paper, and will therefore desist, for 1 know it is more 
than your nature can support. The contrast between 
last week's correspondence and this is great indeed; 
but why ] we had only hope then) and have we not 




Redeemer ready to receive the 
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. fts^smie now 1 certainly. Endeavour then, my lovey 
to im^sfa that hope, and with faith rely upon the 

mercy of that God who does as to him seems best 
and most conducive to the general good of hib mise* 
rable creatures. 

" Bear it then with Christian patience, and instil 
into the mind of niy dear and now sorrowful sis- 
ters, by your advice, the same disposition; and, for 
Heaven's sake, let not despair touch the sonl of my 
dear mother — fbr then all would be over. Let 
James also employ all liis^^^orts to cheer her spirits 
under her weight of wd.'^J will write no more* 
Adieui my dearest love ! Write but little to me, 
and pray for your ever affikdCionate but ill-fated 
bfother. 

P.S. I am in perfect spirits ; therefore let not 
your sympathizing feelings for my sufferings hurt 
your own precious health, which is dearer to me 
than life itself. Adieu!** 

In a letter to his mother he assures her of the 
perfect tranquillity of his mind ; advises her not to 
entertain too sanguine hopes, but at the same time 
not to be uneasy ; and he adds, "A minister of the 
gospel, who now attends me, has advised me not to 
say too much to any of my dear relations, but now 
and then I cannot avoid it." To his dearest Nessy, 
who encourages him to take hope, he says, *^Alas! 
it is but a broken stick which / have leaned on, and 
it has pierced my soul in such a manner that I wiU 
never more trust to it^ but wait with a contented 
mind and patience for the final accomplishment of 

the Divine .will Mrs* Hope is a laithless and 

ungrateful acquaintance, with whom I have now 
broken off all connexions, and in her stead have en- 
deavoured to cultivate a more sure friendship with 
Hesignation^ in full trust of finding her more con- 
stan»." He desires her to write through her brother 
Jaaies, who is with him \ and says that the reason 
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for his having desired her not to write much was 
lest she might hurt herself by it ; and he adds, from 
an idea that your exalted sentiments upon so tender 
a subject ought not to be known by an inquiring 

world but, he continues, " do just as you like 
best : I am conscious that your good sense will 
prompt you to nothing inconsistent with our present 
circumstances." To this she replies, in the true 
spirit of a character like her own, " Yes ! my ever 
dearest brother, I will write to you ; and I kuow I 
need not add, that in that employment (w)iile thus 
deprived of your loved society) consists my only 
happiness. But why not express my sentiments to 
yourself? I have nothing to say which 1 should 
blush to have known to a& the world ; — ^nothing to 
express in my letters to you but love and affection ; 
and shall I blush for this 1 Or can I have a wish 
to conceal sentiments of such a nature for an object 
who I am so certain merits all my reeard, and in 
whom the admiration of surrounding friends con- 
Tinces me I am not mistaken. No, surely ; 'da my 
pride, my chiefest glory, to love you; and when you 
think me worthy of commendation, thea praise, and 
that only, can make me vain. I shall not therefore 
write to you, my dearest brother, in a private man* 
ner, for it is unnecessary, and I abhor all deceit ; in 
which I know you agree with me.** ^ 

To lier sister Mary, in the Isle of Man, she says, 
"With respect to that little wretch Hallet, his in« 
trepidity in court was astonishing; and after every 
evidence had spoken highly in Peter's favour, and 
given testimony of his innocence, so strong that not 
a doubt was entertained of his accjnittal, he declared, 
unasked, that while Bligh was upon deck, he (Hallet) 
saw him look at and speak to Peter. What be said 
to him Hallet could not hear (being at the distance 
of twenty feet from Bligli, and Peter was twenty 
feet farther off, consequently a distance of forty feet 
separated Mr. Bligh and my brother) ; but he added* 
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that Peter, on hearwg iichat Mr. Bligh said to him, 
lauo hedf and turned contemptuously away. No other 
witness saw Peter laugh but Hallet ; on the joojx^ 
trary, all agreed he wore a countenance on that day 
iremarkably sorrowAil ; yet the effect of this cruel 
evidence was wonderful upon the minds of the court, 
and they concluded by pronouncing the dreadful sen- 
tence, though at the same lime accompanied by the 
strongest recommendation to mercy. Assure your- 
selves (I have it from Mr. Graham's own mouth), 
that Peter's honour is, and will be, as secure as his 
own ; that every professional man, as well as every 
man of sense, of whatever denomination, does and 
will esteem him highly ; that my dear uncle Pasley 
(who was in town Uie night before my arrival) is de- 
lighted with his worth ; and that, in short, we shall 
at length be haiq[>y.^' 

From this time a daily correspondence passed be- 
tween Peter Heywood and his sister Nessy, the lat- 
ter indulging hope, even to a certainty, that she vriU 
not be deceived,— the other pleaching up patience 
and resignation, with a full reliance on his innocence 
and integrity. " Cheer up then," says he, " my dear 
Nessy ; cherish your hope, and I will exercise »iy 
patience*'*^ Indeed so perfectly calm was this young 
man under his dreadful calamity, that in a very few 
days after condemnation his brother savs, " While I 
write this, Peter is sitting by me making an Ota- 
heitan vocabulary, and so happy and intent upon it, 
that I have scarcely an opportunity of saying a lyord 
to him ; he is in excellent spirits, and I am convinced 
they are better and better every day/^ 

This vocabulary is a veiy extraordinarjr perform* 
ance ; it consists of one hundred full-written folio 
pages ; the words alphabetically arranged, and all 
the syllables accented.- It appears from a passage 
in the ** Voyage of the Duff,'' that a copy of this vo- 
cabulary was of great use to the missionaries who 
were first sent to Otaheite in this slap. 
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During the delay whicli took place in carrying the 
sentence into execution, Commodore Pasley, Mr» 
Graham, and others were indefatigable in their in- 
quiries and exertions to ascertain what progress had 
been made in bringing to a happy issue the recom- 
mendation to the fountain of mercy : not less so 
was Nessy Heywood $ from Mr« Graham she leanied 
what this excellent man considered to be the {nrinci- 
pal parts of the evidence that led to the conviction 
of her unhappy brother, which, havingoindefstood 
to be the following, she transmitted to her brother 

First. That he assisted in hoisting out the laiiiKrh. 

Second, That he was seen by the carpenter 
restmg his hand upon a cutlass. 

Third. That on being called to by Lieutenant 
Bligh, he laughed. 

Fourth. That he remained in the Bounty, instead 
of accompanying Biigh in the launch. 

On these points oif the evidence Mr. Heywood 
made the following comments, wiucli he sent from 
Portsmouti^ to his sister in town. 

* Peter Heywood*s Remarks upon material points of 
the evidence which was given at liis trialf on board 
the Duke, in Portsmouth Harbour. 

First, ThaL I assisted in hoisting' out ths kmnch* 
-^This boat was asked for bv the captain and his 
officers, and whoever assisted in hoisting her out 
were their firiends ; for if the captain had been sent 
away in the cutter (which was Christian^ first in* 
tention), he could not have taken with him more 
than nine or ten men, whereas the launch carried 
ninetf^.eii. The boatswain, the master, the gunner, 
and the carpenter say, in their evidence, that they con- 
sidered me as helping the captain on this occasion. 

*' Second. That I was seen hy the carpenter resting 
my hand on a cutlass, — T was seen in this position by 
no othRr person than the carpenter — no otiier person 
therefo/e could be intimidated by my appearance^ 
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Was the carpenter intimidated by it 1 — No ; so far 
from being afraid of me, he did not even look upon 
me in the ught of a person armed, but pointed out to 
me the danger there was of my being thought soj 
and I immediately took away my hand from the 
cutlass, upon winch I had very limocently put it 
when I was in a state of stu^r* The Court was 
particularly pointed in its inquiries into this circum- 
stance ; and the carpenter was pressed to declare, 
on the oath he had taken, and after maturely con- 
sidering the matter, whether he did at the time he 
saw me so situated, or had since been inclined to 
believe, that, under all the circumstances of the 
case, I could be considered as an armed man; to 
which he unequivocally answered, No ! and he gave 
some good reasons (which will be found in his 
evidence) for thinkinjr that I had not a \vish to be 
armed during the mutiny. The master, the boat- 
swain, the gunner, Mr. Hayward, Mr. Hallet, and 
John Smith (whc^ with the carpenter, were all the 
witnesses belon^ng to the Bounty^ say, in their 
evidence, that tney did not, any of tkemj see me 
armed ; and the boatswain and the carpenter further 
say, in the most pointed terms, that they considered 
me to be one of the captain^s party, and iy no means 
as belon^ng to the mutineers ^ and the master, the 
boatswain, the carpenter, the gunner, all declare, 
that from what they observed on my conduct during 
the mutiny, and from a recollection of my behaviour 
previous thereto, they were convinced I would have 
afforded them all the assistance in my power, if an 
opportunity had offered to retake the snip. 

Thii^d. That upon being called to by the captain^ 
I laughed. — If this was believed by the Court, it 
must nave had, I am afraid, a very great effect upon 
its Judpfment ; for, if viewed in too serious a light, 
it would seem to bring together and cornbine a 
number of trifling circumstances, which by them- 
selves could only be treated merely as matters of 
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suspicion. It was no doubt, therefore, received with 
caution, and considei^d with the utmost candoun 
The countenance, I grant, on some other occasions, 

may warr^int an opinion of good or evil existing in 
the mind; but on the monieiitous events of life and 
death, it is surely by much too indefinite and hazard- 
ous even to listen to for a moment. The dilterertt 
ways of expressing our various passions are, with 
many, as variable as the features they wear. Tear3 
have often been, nay, generally are, the relief of ex- 
cessive joy; while misery and dejection have, manv 
a time, disguised themselves in a smile ; and convul* 
sive laughs have betrayed the anguish of an almost 
broken heart* To Judge, therefore, the principles 
of the heart by the barometer of the face is as 
erroneous as it would be absurd and unjust. This ' 
matter may likewise be considered iti another point 
of view, Mn Hallet says I laughed in consequence 
of bein;^ called to by the captain, who was abaft the 
mizen-aiast, while I was upon the platform near the 
fore-hatchWay, a distance of more than thirty feet : 
if the captain intended I should hear him, and there 
can be no doubt that he wished it, if he really 
called to me, he must have exerted his voice, and 
very considerably too, upon such an occasion aad 
in such a situation ; and yet Mr. Hallet himself, who, 
by being on the quarterdeck, could not have been 
half the distance from the captain that I was, even 
he, I say, could not bear what was said to me : how 
then, in the name of Ood, was 'it possible that I 
shoidd have heard the captain at all, situated, as I 
must have been, in the midst oif noisy confusion t 
And if 1 did not hear him, which I most solemnly 
aver to be the truth, even granting that I laughed 
(which, however, in my present awful situation, I 
declare I believe I did not), it could not have been at 
what the captain said. Upon this ground, then, I 
hope I shall stand acquitted of this charge, for if 
the crime derives its guilt from the knowledge I had 
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of the captain's speaking- to me, it follows, of 
course, that if 1 did not hear him speak, there could 
be no crime in my laughing. It may, however, very 
fairly "be asked, why Ilfr. Hallet did not make known 
that the captain was calling to me I His duty to 
the captain, if not his friendship for me, should have 
]m>nipted him to it; and the peculiarity of our 
situation required this act of kihdiiess at his hands.* 
I shaQ only observe further tqK>n this head, tihat the 
boatswain^ the carpenter, and Mr. Hayward, who 
saw more of me than any other of the witnesseSf 
did say in their evidence that I had rather a sor* 
rowful countenance on the day of the mutiny. 

** Fourth. That I remained on board the ship instead 
of going in the boat with the cflp/am.— That I was at 
first alarmed and afraid of going into the boat I will 
not pretend to deny ; but that afterward I wished 
to accompany the captain, and should have done it, 
if I had not been prevented by Thompson, who con- 
fined me below by the order of Churchill, is clearly 
proved by the evidence of several of the witnesses. 
The boatswain says, that just before he left the ship 
I went below, and in passing him said something 
nbout a bag — (it was, that I would put a few things 
into a bag and follow him) ; the carpenter says he 
saw me go below at this time ; and both those wit** 

♦ Captain BJigh atafes in his journal, that none of his officers were 
m/Hertd to come near him while held a prisoner by Christian ; and 
Sanct WM, no tabt, mtotakBii, but lie M probably said it In tlie boat, 
and thought it right to be consistent on the trial. 

It has been said that Hallet, when in the Penelope, in which fVigate he 
died, expressed great regret at the evidence he had given at the court- 
martial, and flreqnently alluded to it, adnritting tbat he might have been 
mistaken. — There can be very little doubt that he was so. But the 
editor has ascertained from personal inquiry of one of the most dis- 
tiogoished flag-officers in the service, who was then first lieutenant of 
the Penelope, that Hallet ftequently expressed |o liim his deep eontrltlon 
ibr having ^iVen in evidence what on subsequent reflection he was con- 
vinced to be incorrect ; that he ascribed it to the state of conAision in 
which his mind was when under examination before the court ; and 
that be bad sinee aatlafled himself that, owing to the general alarm and 
eonAision during ths mntiny^ ha mnat have eonlbttnded Hrvtrood with 
Mino other peisoik 
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nesses sayt that they heard the master-at'-afiM call 
to ThmapBon '^^o keep them below.^ The pointy 
ttefefore) will be to prove to whom thh otderi *^keq^ 
Mm heU^^ would apply* The boaiswttiii and cai» 
penter wj% they have no doubt of its meaning me 
as one ; ieA tmit it must have been 8O9 1 shall have 
very little dif&culty in showings by the following 
statement v . -a 
•* There remained onboard the ship after the boat 

Eut off twenty-five men. Messrs. ttayward and 
lallet have proved that the followitig were undei 
arms 'Christian^ Hillbrant, Millward, Burkitt^ Mas 
pratt, Ellison, Sumner, Smith, Young, Skinner 
Churchill, IVt'Koy, Quintal, Morrison, Williams^ 
Thompson^ MiUst and Brown,*^in all eighteen. The 
toaster (and upon this occasion I may oe allowed to 

J note from ttie captain^s printed narrative) mentiena 
latttn aa one, wnich makea the number of armed 
men nineteen^ none of whom we inay reasoadily 
supposei were ordered to be kept betow* Indeedi Mr» 
Hay ward says that there were at the least eighteen 
of them upon deck when he went into the boat ; and 
If Thompson, the sentinel over the arm*chest, be 
added to them, it exactly agrees with the number 
above named; there remains then six to whom 
Churchill's order, " keep them beloWf^ might apply, 
namely, Heywood, Stewart, Coleman^, ^pri^aii| 
M*lntosh, and Byrne. 

" Could Byrne have been one of them t No^ fat 
he was in the putter alongside.-^Could Coleman 
have been one of them t No^ for he was at the 

Emgway when thc| captain and officers went into the 
unch, and aft uton the taffirail when the boat was 
veered astern.— 4yOuld Norman have been one of 
fhem ! iVb, for he was speaking to the offlcers.—* 
Could Mcintosh have been one of them t iVb, for 
he was with Coleman and Norman, desiring the 
isaptain and officers to take notice that they were 
not concerned in the mutiny. It could then have 
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ipplied to nobody but to Mr. Stewart and myself; 
and by this order of Churchill, therefore, was I pre* 
vented from going with the captain in the boat. 
" The foregoing appear to me the most material 

Saints of evidence on the part of the prosecution, 
y defence being very full, and the body of evidence 
in my favour too great to admit of observation in 
this concise manner, 1 shall refer for an opioioii 
thereon to the minutes of the court-martial. 

(Signed) ""P. HsTWoon.'' 

There is a note in Marshall's Naval Biography,* 
furnished by Captain Heywood, which shows one 
motive for keeping him and Stewart in the ship. It 
is as follows Mr. Stewart was no sooner re- 
leased than he demanded of Christian the reason of 
his detention ; upon which the latter denied having 
given any directions to that effect ; and his assertion 
was corroborated by Churchill, who declared that he 
had kept both him and Mr. Heywood below, 
knowing it was their intention to go away with 
Bligh ; ' in which case,' added he, * what would 
become of us, if any thing should happen to you ; 
who is there but yourself and them to depend upon 
in navigating the ship]'" It may be suspected, 
however, that neither Christian nor Churchill told 
the exact truth, and that Mr. Heywood's case is, in 
point of fact, much stronger than he ever could have 
unagined ; and that if Bligh had not acted the part 
of a prejudiced and unfair man towards him, he 
would have been acquitted by the court on the same 
(round that Coleman, Normani M 'Intosh, and Byrne 
were, — namely, that they were detained in the ship 
against their will, as stated by Bligh in the narrative 
on which they were tried, and also in his printed 
report. It has before been observed, that manjr 
things are S3t down in Bligh*s original manuscrij^ 

• voi.u.p.m 
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journal, that have not appeared in any published 
document ; and on this part of the subject there is, 
in the former, the following very* important admis* 
Bion. "As for the officers whose cabins were in 
the cockpit, there was no relief for them ; they enr 
deavaured to came to my assistance^ hut were not 
allowed to put their heads above the hatchway*^ To 
say, thereiore, that in the suppression of this pas- 
sage Bligh acted with prejudice and unfairness is to 
make use of mild terms ; it has more the ap- 
pearance of a deliberate act of malice, by which two 
imrvent men might have been condemned to suffer 
an ignominious death, one of whom w^as actually 
brought into this predicament ; — the other only es- 
caped it by a premature death. It may be asked, 
how did Bligh know that Stewart and Hey wood en- 
deavoured, but were not allowed, to come to his as- 
sistance 1 Confined as he was on the quarter-deck, 
how could he know what was going on below 1 The 
answer is, he must have known it from Christian 
himself; Churchill, no doubt, acted entirely by l^ia^ 
leader's orderSf and the latter could give no orders 
that were not heard by Bligh, whom he never left 
but held the cord by which his hands were,fette^ 
till he was forced into the boat. Churchill was quite 
right as to the motive of keeping these ,ypui^! 
officers ; but Christian had no doubt anothieir i^cl £ 
stronger motive ; he knew how necessary it "Wais to 
interpose a sort of barrier between himself and his 
mutinous gang ; he was too good an adept not to 
know that seamen will always pay a more ready and 
cheerful obedience to officers who zre gentlemen^ than 
to those who may have risen to command from among 
themselves. It is indeed a common observation in 
the service, that officers who have risen from before 
the mast are generally the greatest tyrants.* It wa^ 

* Some fbw captains were in the habit of torntng over a ddhiqiiani 
% t9 be triad by ibeir moisinaMv, ood wb«o (bond giUUy U InTBriabli 
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Bligh's misfortune not to have been educated in the 
coclcpit of a man of war, among young gentlemen, 
which is to the navy wliat a public school is to 
those who are to move in civil society. What 
painful sufferings to the individual, and how much 
misery to an affectionate family might have beeii 
spared, had Bligh, instead of suppressing, only suf- 
fered tiie passage to stand as originally written in his 
Journal I 

The remarks of young Heywood ab6ve recited 
were received and transmitted by his sister Nessy 
in a letter to the Earl of Chatham, then $rst lord 
of the Admiralty, of which the following is a copy 

^Oteai SuaseO-StfteL lUk OeU 1793. 
« My Lord, 

**To a nobleman of your lotdship^s known hu« 
manity and excellence of heart I dare hoi>e that Ihe 
unfortunate cannot plead in vain. Deeply impressed 
as I therefore am with sentiments of the most pro- 
found respect for a character which I have been ever 
taught to revere, and alas! nearly interested as I 
must be in the subject of these lines, may I request 
your lordship will generously pardon a sorrowful 
and mourning sister for presunung to offer the en- 
closed [remarks] for your candid perusal. It con* 
tains a few observations made by my most unfor-* 
tunate and tenderly beloved brother, Peter Hey- 
wood, endeavouring to elucidate some parts of the 
evidence given at the court-martial lately held at 
Portsmouth upon himself and other prisoners of his 
majesty's ship Bounty. When I assure you, my 
lord, that he is dearer and more precious to me than 
any object on earth — nay, infinitely more valuable 
(ban life Itself— that, deprived of him, the word 

Tiap^vntH! that the piinishmeiit inflicted was dmiMy severe !o 'what it 
would imve b6«n in iheordinary way. This pracurf.—which, as giving 
% deliberative voice to the f»hip*B company, waK higi^y reprehensiblei^ 
IllsiobeJimdflMstiitinlTeeBMd. / 

(19 
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misery would but Ul express my complicated wretch- 
edness — and that on his fate my own and (shall I 
not add 1). that of a tenderi fondt and alas I widowed 
mother depend, I am persuaded you will not won* 
der, nor be offended, that I am thus bold in conjuring 
your lordship will consider with yovac usual candour 
and benevolence the ^.observations'* I now offer 
yon, as well as the painful situation of my dear and . 
unhappy brother. 

" I have the lionour, <tc. 

Whether this letter and its enclosure produced any 
effect on the mind of Lord Chatluun does not appear; 
but no immediate steps were taken, nor was any an- 
swer given : and this amiable young lady and her 
friends were suffered to remain in the most painful 
state of suspense for another fortnight. A day or two 
before the warrant was despatched, that excellent 
man Mr. Graham writes thus to Mrs. Hey wood 

" My dear Madam, 

If feeling for the distresses and rejoicing in the 
happiness of others denote a heart which entitles 
the owner of it to the confidence ^of the good and 
virtuous, I wotdd fain be persuaded that mine has. 
been so far interested in your misfortunes, and is 
now so pleased with the prospect of your being made 
happy, as cannot fail to procure me the friendship 
of your family, which, as it is my ambitioUj it cannot 
cease to be my desire to cultivate. 

" Unused to the common rewards which are 
sought after in this world, I will profess to antici- 
pate more real pleasure and satisfaction from the 
simple declaration of 3^ou and yours, that " we ac- 
cept of yonr services, and we thank you for them,** 
than it is in common minds to conceive ; but, fear- 
ful lest a too grateful sense should be entertained of 
the friendly offices I have been engaged in (whial^ 
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lioweveT, I ought to confess I was prompted to, in 
the first place, by a remembrance of the many obli- 
gations lowed to Commodore Pasley), I must beg 
you -will recollect, that by sending to me your charm- 
ing Nessy (and if strong affection may plead such a 
privilege, I may be allowed to call her 7ny daughter 
also) you would have overpaid me if my trouble had 
been ten times and my imeasiness ten thousand 
times greater than they wefe, upon what I once 
thought the melancholy, but now deem the fortunate, 
occasion which has given me the happiness of her 
acquaintance. Thus far, my dear madam, I have 
written to please myself. Now, for what must 
please you ; and in which, too, 1 have my share of 
satisfaction. 

^^The business, though not publicly known, is 
most certainly finished ; and what 1 bad my doubts 
about yesterday I am satisfied of to-day. Happy, 
happy, happy family ! accept of my congratulations ; 
not for what it is in the power of words to express, 
but for what I know you will feel, upon being told 
that your beloved Peter will soon be restored to 
your bosom with every virtue that can adorn a man, 
and ensure to him an affectionate, a tender, and 
truly welcome reception.'^ 

At the foot of this letter Nessy writes thus : — 
Now, my dearest mamma, did you ever in all your 
life read so charming a letter } , Be assured it is ex- 
actly characteristic of the benevolent writer. What 
would 1 give to be transported (though only for a 
moment) to your elbow, that I might see you read 
it! What will jrou feel, when you know assuredly 
that you may with certainty believe its contents I 
Well may Mr. Oraham call us happy ! for never 
felicity could equal ours! DonH expect connected 
sentences from me at present, for this joy makes 
ine alaio&t delirious. Adieu! love to all — I need 
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not say be luippy and blipsaed as I am al flris deai 
hour, my beloved mothen 

Your mo^ afibctionate, 

On the 24th October the Wn^V warrant was de- 
spatched from the Admiralty, granting' a full and free 
pardon to Heywood and Morrison, a respite for 
Muspratt, which was followed by a pardon; and for 
carrying the sentence of Ellison, Burkitt^and Mill* 
ward into execution, which was done on the 29th^ 
on board his majesty's ship Brunswick, in Ports- 
mouth harbour. Oa this melancholy occasion Cap^ 
tain Hamond reports that the criminals behaved 
with great penitence and decorum, acknowledged 
the ju8ticf3 of their sentence for the crime of wmch 
they had been found guilt:^, and exhorted tlieir 
fellow-sailois to take warning by their mitimelj 
fate, and whatever might be their hardships, never 
to forget their obedience to thehr officers, as a duty 
they owed to their king and country." The captain 
adds, A party from each ship in the harbour and 
at S pithead attended the execution, and from the 
reports I have received, the example seems to have 
made a great impression upon the minds of all the 
ships' companies present.'^ 

The same warrant that carried with it affliction to 
the friends of these unfortunate men was the har- 
binger of joy to the family and Mends of young Hey- 
wood. The happy intelligence was communicated 
to his affectionate Nessy on the 26tb, who instantly 
despatched Ihe joyful tidings to her anxious mother 
in the following characteristic note^ 

Friday^ ^^th October^ four d^rloch 

Oh, blessed hour ! — little did I think, my beloved 
friends, when I closed my letter this morninj?, thai 
before night I should be out of my senses with joy! 
•^•this moment, this ecstatic monieut^ brought the 
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enclosed.* I cannot speak my happiness; let it be 
sufficient to say, that in a very few noors our angel 
Peter will be nm I Mr. 0»ham goes this night to 
Portsmoutti, and to-morrow, or next day at farthest, 
I shall be^h, heavens ! what shall I be I I am 
already transported, even to pain ; then how shall I 
bear to clasp nim to the bosom of your happy, ah! 
how very happy, and affectionate, 

** Nessy Hey wood." 
** I am too mad to write sense, but 'tis a pleasure 
1 would not forego to be the most reasonable being 
on earth. I asked Mr. Graham, who is at my elbow, 
if he would say any thing to you, ' Lord !' said he, 
'I can't say any thing;' he is almost as mad as 
myself."! 

♦ Infbnnatlon that the pardon was gone down to PortwnoBth. 
^"She had received, previous to this, informaUoo of what Ihe erenl 
WOfnld be, and thus gives vent to her feelings. 

" Cn receiving certain Intelligence that my most amiable and beloved 
Brother^ Pieter Heywoody would toon be rettored to Fftedom. 

^Ob, blissAil hour I— oh moment of delight ! 
Replete with happiMos. with rapture bii^t 

An age of pain is sure re})aid by this, 

Tis joy loo great—*! is ecstasy of bliss! 

To oweet oenflatiom eiowding on my WNil, 

Which following each other swiftly roll,— 

Ye dear ideas wnich unceasing press 

And pain this bosom by your wild excess, 

Ah ! Undlyoeaoe— ftir pity's sako oolMlde, 

Nor thus overwhelm me with joy's rapid tide : 

My beating heart, oppressed with wo andcaro, 

Has yet to learn such happiness to bear : 

From grief, distracting grief, Ibtto high to soar, " 

To Itnow dull pain and misery no more, 

To hall each op'iiing morn with new delight, 

To rest in peace and joy each happv night, 

To see my Lycidas from bondage me, 

?estored to life, to pleasure, and to me, 
0 see him thus— adorn'd with virtue's cbann% 
To give him to a longing mother's arms, 
To know him by surrounding flienda earoaa'd, 
Of honour, fame, of life's best gifts poasess'd. 
Oh, my full heart ! *tis joy — 'tis bliss supreme. 
And though Hia real— yet, how like a dream ! 
Teach me then, Heav^, lo bear it aa I ought, 
lB^pifiaaahra|it'iiiii%«wbtniiaj|Qili^ > 
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Mr. Graham writes, " I have however my senses 
BuAcientlv about me not to suffer this to go without 
begging feave to congratidate ym wpon^ and to 
assure you that I most sincerely sympatiuie anA 
participate in, the happiness which I am sure the 
enelosed will eonvejr to Hie mother tsnd nelen f)i my 
charming and.beloved Nessy.* 

This charming'' girl next writes .to Mr, Consl^ 
who.altonded as counsel for her brother, to acquaint 
him with the joyful inteUigenoef and thus concludes : 

I flatter myself you will partake in the joy which, 
notwithstanding it is so excessive at this moment 
as almost to deprive me of my faculties, leaves me 
however sufficiently collected to assure you of the 
eternal gratitude and esteem with which I am, &c.* 

To which Mr. Const, after congratulations and 
thanks for her polite attention, observes, " Give me 
leave, my dear Miss Heywood, to assure you that 
the intellige^ce has given me a degree of plea- 
sure which I have not terms to express, and it is 
even increased by knowing what you must expe- 
rience on the event Nor is it an immaterial reflec- 
tion, that although yonr brother was unfortunately 
involved in the general calamity which gave birth to 
the charge, he is uncontaminated by the crime ; for 
there was not a credible testhnony of the. slightest 
fact against Um that can make the strictost friend 
deplore any* thing that has passed, except his suffer- 
ings; and his uniform conduct mider fliem oviy 
proved how little he deserved them.** 

Mr. Graham's impatience and generous anxiety to 



Teach me to bend beneath thy bounteous tiaQd, 

With gratitude my wil1in|r heart ejuMind: 

To thy omnipotence I hombly bow, 

MMbM onoo— but ah ! how t^ppy now! 

Reatorod in peace, submisisive to thy wilt, 

Oh ! blena hia daya to come — protect him aUU; 

Prolong hia Ufb, thy fcoodneaa to adore. 

And oh ! let aorrow*a ahafta ne^ wound him IMV^ 
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gfilW the finisbing^ strofce to this Joyftil event would 
Hot pennil him to delinr one moniimt in setting out 
for Pottomoitth^ and bringing up to his house ia 
town, the innocent sufferer, whete the)r arritred on 
the tnomtng of the d9th October* Miss tieywood * 
can best speak her own feeliogst 

^Oreat Russell'StreeU Monday morning i 
29th October i half past ten o^clock-^ 
the htightest moment of my existence ! 
" My dearest mamma^— I have seen nihi, clasped 
him to my bosom, and my felicity is beyond expres* 
sion ! In pef son he is almost even now as I could 
wish i in mind you know him an angel. I can write 
no mo]ie|but to tell Jrou, that the three happiest beings 
at this moment on earth ate your most dutiful and 
sffectioiiEte children* ^ Nkssv HterwooUi 

Pittm HftTWooD* 
^Jam«» HilrwooD 
^ Love to tod from all ten thousand times.'* 

The Worthy Mr. Graham adds, "If, my dearest 
madam, it were ever given for mortals to be su* 

Eremely blest on earth, mine to be sure must be the 
appy uimilv. Heavens! with what unbounded ex» 
travagance have we been forming our wishes! and 
yet how far beyond our most unbounded wishes we 
are blest ! Nessv» Maria,* Peter, and Jamesi I see, 
have all been endeavouring to express their feelings* 
I will not fail in any such attempt* for I will not at* 
tempt any thing beyond an assurance that the scene 
I have been witness oft and in which I am happily so 
creat a sharer, beggars all description* Permit me^ 
however, to offer my most sincere congratulations 
upon the joyful occasion.* 

This amiable young lady, some of whose letters 
have beeu introduced into this narrativei did not long 
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survive her brother's liberty. This impassioned aad 
most affectionate of sisters, with an excess of sensi- 
bility which acted too powerfully on her bodiljr 
frame, sunk, as is often the case with such suscepti- 
ble minds, on the first attack of consumption. She 
died within the year of her brother's hberation. On 
this occasion the following note from her afflicted 
mother appears among the papers from which the 
letters and poetry are taken. " My dearest Nessy 
was seized, while on a visit at Major Yorke's, at 
Bishop's Grove, near Tunbridge Wells, with a Vio- 
lent cold, and not taking proper care of herself, it 
soon turned to inflammation on her lungs, which 
carried her off at Hastings, to which place she was 
taken on the 5th September, to try if the change of 
air, and being near the sea, would recover her ; but 
alas ! it was too late for her to receive the wished- 
for benefit, and she died there on the 25th of the 
same month, 1793, and has left her only su'-viving 
parent a disconsolate mother^ to lament, while ever 
she lives, with the most sincere and deep affli^ttion, 
the irreparable loss of her most valuable, affectionate, 
and darling daughter."* 

-'-•Several elegiac stanzas were written on the death of this accom^ 

f lished young lady. The following are dated from her native place, the 
sle of Man, where her virtues and accomplishments could bbat be ap« 
preciated. 

" How soon, sweet maid ! how like a fleeting dream 
. , , . The winning graces, all thy virtues seem I 
, * How soon arresfed in thy early bloom 

• Has fate decreed thee to the joyless tomb ! 

Nor beauty, genius, nor the muse's care, 
Nor aughr. could move the tyrant Death to spare : 
Ah ! could ihcirpov/er revoke ihe stern decree, 
The fatal shaft had pass'd, unfeltby ihee I 
.-^^ But vain thy wit, thy sentiment refln'd. 

Thy charms external, and accomplish'd mind ; 
«/i ' Thy artless smiles, that seized the willing heart, 
Thy converse, that could pure delight imparl ; 
• , The melting music of thy skilfUl tongue, 
^ ' While judgment listen'd, ravish'd with thy song : 
^ Not all the gilts that art and nature gave 

Could save thee, lovely Nessy I from the grave. 

Too early lost I from friendship's bosom torn, 
Oh might 1 tune thy lyre, and sweetly mourn 
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3ttt to reUim to Bfr. HeywooA. When the king's 
full and free pardon had been read to this y oting offi- 
cer by Captain Montagu, with a suitable admonition 
and congiutulationi he addressed that officer in the 
following terniAf^o suitably characteristic of his 
.noble and manly conduct throughout the whole of 
the distressing business in which he was imiocently 
involved i — 

" Sir, — When the sentence of the law was passed 
upon me, I received it, I trust, as became a man ; 
and if it had been carried into execution, I should 
have met my fate, I hope, in a manner becoming- a 
Christian. Your admonition cannot fail to make a 
lasting impression on my mind. I receive with 
gratitude my sovereign's mercy, for which my future 
life shall be faithfully devoted to his service*"* 



In strains like thine, when beaateous MaTgaret's(a) fy.to 
oppressed thy flrleodly heart with sorrow's weight J 
Then should my numbers flow, and laurels bloom 
In endlcBS spring around fair Ncsay's tomb." 

(a) Alluding to some elegaatUaes, by the deceased, on Jie death of a 
Ibniale flriend. 

' * The fbllowiiif tfipeaffe to !»ve iMen tnltlMi liy Mr. V. Hefwood on 
flM day that the aenieiioo of eondotnnatlon wits pasaed on liinu 

" Silence then 

The whispers of complaint,— low iti the dusty 

I)ia8atisAiction*8 demon^s growl unheard, 

All— all is good« all excellent below : 

Pain IS a blessing— sorrow leads to Joy-* 

Joy, permanent and solid ! ev'ry ill, 

Grim Death itself, in all its horrors clad, 

la man^s sopremest privilege ! it ftnees 

The soul from prison, from foul sin, from wo, 

And gives it back to glory, rest, and God ! 

Cheerly, my friends, — oh, cheerly '. look not tht)! 

With Pity's melting sofrnessl— that alone 

Can shake my fortitude — all is not lost. 

Lo ! I have gained on this important day 

A victory eonamnmate o^er myself, 

And o'er this lilb a victory,— on this daj, 

My birthday to eternity, I've gnin'd 

Diamisaion from a world, where for a whiU^ 

Like yon, like all, a pilgrim, passing poor 

A mriltor, ftftnoger, llim mat 
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And well did his future conduct fulfil that promise 
Notwithdtaildiiur the inauspicious manner ni which 
the first five years of his servitude in the navy had 
been paised, two of which were spent among muti- 
neers and savagesi and dgbteen months as a close 
prisoner in Irons, in wM<A condition he ^ snip 
wrecked and withm an axse of perishtaft— notwith* 
standing this unpromising commencement, he re- 
entered the naval service under tte ausnices of ms 
uncle, Commodore Pasley, and I-ord lloodr Who 
presided at his trial, and who earnestly recommended 
him to embark again as a midshipman without d^ay> 
offering to take him into the Victory, under his own 
immediate patronage. In the course of his servicCi 
to qualify for the commission of lieutenant, he was 
under the respective commands of three or fourdis* 
tingiUshed officers who had sat on his trial, from aU 
of whom he received the most flattering proofs of 
esteem and approbation. To the application of Sir 
Thomas Pasley to Lord Spencer, for his promotion* 
that nobleman* with that due regard be W^ ^^^^ 

Still Htrangcr treatment, rude and harsh ! so mOfill , 
The dearer, more desired, the home 1 te«k, irfX 
Eternal of my Father, and my Gud ! _ , ; „ • ■ 
Then pioarlfealgnatUm, meek-ey d poW, 
Sustain me still ! Composure still be mine. 
Where rests it ? Oh, mysterious Providence I 
Silence the wild Idea.— 1 have found 
No mercy yet -no mild huminliy. 
With cruel, unreleniing rigonr torn, 
And lost in prison— lost to all below !*» 

And the following appears to have been written on |ho day oT ^ 
king's pardon being received. , ^ 

« » Oh torn It act 

, P ta mm p t i u ms, that my soul grateful UrapnM 
The present high deliv'rance it hath found ;— 
Sole effort of thy wisdom, sov^ign Pow'r, ^ 
Without whose knowledge not a •parrow AOS ! y 
Ohl niay Iceasetolive, ere ceawoiobleea 
That interpoaing hand, which tum'd aside<«( , ; «k 
Nay, to my life and preservation turn'd,— ^ 
The (htal blow precipitate, orMit'4 - 
To level all my little hopes ia 4mM| - ■ i--* > 
Aodgivami-^ttaegmvabr ."A. 
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luKywn to pay to the honouv mid interests of the 
navy, while individual daifEBs were never overlookedf 
gave the foliowing reply, which must have been 
iightif gratifying to the feeling? of Mr* Haywood 
aiMl me famiiy; 

^ Admiralty, Jan. IZth, 1797. 

«Sir, 

** I should have returned an earlier answer to your 
letter of the 6th instant, if I had not been desirous^ 
before I answered it, to look over, with as much at- 
tention as was in my power, the proceedings on the 
court-martial held in the year 1792, by which court 
Mr. Peter Heywood was condemned for being con- 
cerned in the mutiny on board the Bounty. I felt 
this to.be necessary, from having entertained a very 
strong opinion that it might be detrimental to the 
interests of his majestv's service, if a person under 
such a predicament should be afterward advanced 
to the higher and more conspicuous situations of the 
navy ; but having, with great attention, perused the 
minutes of that eourt-martialr as far as they relate 
to Mr* Peter Heywood, I have now the satisfaction 
of being able to inform yon, that I think his case was 
-such a one as, under all its circumstances (though 
I do not mean to say that the court were not justi- 
fied in their sentence), ought not to be considered as 
a bar to his further progress in his profession ; more 
especially when the gallantry and propriet}^ of hia 
condnct in his subsequent service are taken into con- 
sideration. 1 shall therefore have no difficulty in 
mentioning him to the eommandc^^in-ehief on the 
station to which be belongs^ as a person from whose 
promotion, on a proper opportunity, I shall derive 
much -satisfaction, more particukffly from his beoig 
10 nearly connected with yon. 

^ I have the honour to be, ftc« 
(Signed) ttmiBuu* 
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It is not here intended to follow Mr. Hey wood 
through hi& honourable career of service, during the 
long and arduous contest with France, and in the 
several commands with which he was intrusted. In a 

note of his own writing it is stated, that on paying oflf 
the Montagu, in July, 1816, he came on shore, after 

having been actively employed at sea twenty-seven 
years, six months, one week, and five days, out of a 
servitude in the navy of twenty-nine years, seven 
months, and one day. Having reached nearly the 
top of the list of captains, he died in the year 
1831, leaving behind him a high and unblemished 
character in that service of wliich he was a most 
honourable, intelligent, and distinguished member 



CHAPTER VIU. 

TBI LAST OF THE mmilEBaS* 

Who hf fe|imtanoe ts not satisfied, 
Is nor of heaven nor earth ; for these are pleased; 
By peoitence Ui* Etaniai'i wraih 'a ap|)eased. 

• TwENTv years had passed away, and the Bounty, 
and Fletcher Christian, and the piratical crew that 
he had carried off with him in that ship, had long 
ceased to occupy a thought in the public mind. 
Throughout the whole of that eventful period, the 
attention of all Europe had been absorbed in the con- 
templation of ** enterprises of great pith and mo- 
ment,"— of the revolutions of empires— the bustle 
and business of warlike preparations — ^the move- 
ments of hostile armies-battles by sea and land^ 
and of all ^ the potnp and circumstance of glorious 
war.'» If the subject of the Bounty was accident, 
^ly mentioned, it was merely to express an opiniott 
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that this vessel and those ivithtnher had gone down 
to the bottom, or that some savage islanders had 
dieted on the mutineers that measure of letributiou 
8o justly due to their crimes It happened however, 
some years before the conclusion of this war of mi- 
exampled duration, that an accidental discovery^ an 
interestinpr as it was wholly unexpected, was brought 
to light in consequence of an American trading vessel 
having, by mere chance, approached one of those 
numerous islands in the Pacific against whose steep 
and iron-bound shore the surf almost everlastingly 
rolls with such tremendous violence as to bid defi- 
ance to any attempt of boats to land, except at par- 
ticular times and in very few places. 

The first intimation of this extraordinary discov- 
ery was transmitted by Sir Sydney Smitli from Rio 
de Janeiro, and received at the Admiralty 14th May, 
1809. It was conveyed to him from Valparaiso by 
Lieutenant Fitzmaurice, and was as follows ^— 

Captain Folger, of the Ammcan ship Topaz, of 
Boston, relates, that upon landing on Pitcaim's 
Island, inlaU 25"" 2' 8., long* 130^ W.,he found there 
an Englishman, of the name of Alexander Smith, 
the' only person remaining of nine that escaped in 
his miyesty^ late ship Bounty, Captain W. Bligh. 
Smith relates that, after putthig Captain Bligh in the 
boat,*.Chri8lian, the leader of the mutiny, took c<om'- 
mand of the ship and went to Otaheite, where great 
part of the crew left her, except Christian, Smith, 
and seven others, who each took wives, and six Ota- 
heitan men-servants, and shortly after arrived at 
the said islaiid (Pitcairn), where they ran the ship on 
shore, and broke her up; this event took place in the 
year 1790. 

"About four years after their arrival (a great 
jealousy existing), the Otaheitans secretly re- 
volted, and killed every Englishman except himself, 
whom they severely wounded in the neck with a 
pistol ball. The same ni^ht, the widows of the 4&» 
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oease^ Englishmen arose and put to death the whole 
of the Otaheitans, leaving Smith the only man sdive 
upon the islandt with eight or nine women and sev* 
eral small children. On his recovery, he applied 
himself to tilling the ground, so that it now pro- 
duces plenty of yams, cocoanuts^ bananas, and plan- 
tains ; hogs ana poultry in abundance. There are 
now some grown-up men and women, children of 
the mutineers, ou the island, the whole population 
amounting to about thirty-five, who acknowledge 
Smith as father and commander of them all ; they 
all speak English, and have been educated by him 
(as Captain f olger represents) in a religious and 
moral way. 

" The second mate of the Topaz asserts that 
Christian, the ringleader, became insane shortly after 
their arrival on the island, and threw himself off the 
rocks into the sea; another died of a fever before 
the massacre of the remaining six took place. The 
island is badly supplied with water, sufficient only 
for the present inhabitants, and no anchorage* 

Smith gave to Captain Folger a chronometer 
made by Kendall, which was taken from him by the 
Governor of Juan Fernandez. 

^ Esiiracted from the log-book of the Topaz» dOth 
Sept. 1808. 

(Signed) ^ Wm« Fitzmaurice, Lient* 
Valparaiso, Oct. 10<A, 1808.'* 

I Tins narrative stated two facts that established 

its general authenticity — the name of Alexander 
Smith, who was one of the mutineers, and the name 
of the maker of the chronometer witli which the 
Bounty was actually suppUed. Interesting as this 
discovery was considered to be, it does not appear 
that any steps were taken in consequence of this 
authenticated information, the government being at 
that tune probably too much engaged in the e\'ents 
of the war ; nor vas any thing further heard of this 
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hteresfing litUe society imta the latter part of 1814, 
when a letter was transmitted by Rear Admiral Ho- 
lham, then cruising off the coast of America, from 
Mr. Folger himself^ to the same effect as the pre- 
ceding extract from his log, but dated March, 1813. 

In the first-mentioned year (1814) we had two 
frigates cruising in the Pacihc, — the Briton, com^ 
manded by Sir Thomas Staines, and the Tagus, by 
Captain Pipon. The followmg letter from the for- 
mer of these officers was received at the Admiralty 
early in the year ldl5. ^ 

BritoHf ValforaisOf IStk Oct. 1814. 

^ I have the honour to mform you, that on my 
passage from the Marquesas Islands to this port, on 
the morning of the 17th September, I fell in with 
an island where none is laid down in the Admiralty 
or other chartst according to the several chronom« 
eters of the Briton and Tagus. 1 therefore hove- 
to, until daylight, and then closed to ascertain 
whether it was inhabited, which I soon discovered 
it to be, and, to my great astonishment, found that 
every individual on the isliuid (forty in number) 
spoke very good English. They proved to be the 
descendants of the deluded, crew of the Bounty, 
who, from Otaheite, proceeded to the above-men- 
tioned ishind, where the ship was burned. 

" Christian appeared to have been the leader and 
sole cause of the mutiny in that ship. A venerable 
old man, named John A^i^ins, is the only surviving^ 
Englishman of those who last quitted Otaheite in 
her, and whose exemplary conduct and fatherly 
care of the whole of the little colony could not but 
command adniimtion. The pious manner in which 
all those born on the island hi^ve been reared, the 
correct sense of religion which has been instilled 
into their young minds by this old man» lias given 
bim the prf -eminence over the whole of them, to 
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M^hom they look up as tbe father of one and tb0 
whole family. 

**A son of Christian was the first bom on the 
islandy now about twenty-five years of age, named 
Thursday October Christian; the elder Christian 
fell a sacrifice to the jealousy of an Otaheitan nian^ 
within three or four years after their arrival on the 
island. Th^ mutineers were accompanied thither 
by six Otaheitan men and ;biirelve women; the for- 
mer were aU swept away by desperate contentions 
between them and the Englishmen^ and live of the 
latter died at different periods, leaving al present 
only one man (Adams) and seven women of the 
original settlers. 

"The island must undoubtedly be that called 
Pitcairn, although erroneously laid down in the 
charts. We h;ia the altitude of the meridian sun 
close to it, which gave us 25° 4' S. latitude, and 
130^ 35" W. longitude* by the chj^dnometers of the 
Briton and Tagus. 

" It produces in abundance yams, plantains, hogs^ 
goats, and fowls ; but the coast affords no shelter 
for a ship or vessel of any description ; neither could 
a ship water there without great difficulty. 

cannot, however^ refrain from offering my 
opinion, that it is well worthy the attention of oiur 
laudable religious societies, particularly that for 
propajgating the Christian religion, the wmk of the 
inhabitants speaking the Otaheitan tongue as well 
as the Euglisn. 

During the whole of the time they have been 
on the island, only one ship has ever communicated 
with them, which took plc*ce about six years since, 
and this was the American ship Topaz, of Boston, 
May hew Folger, master. 

"The island is completely iron-bound with rocky 
shores, and the landing in boats must l)e at all times 
difficult, although the island maybe safely approacheU 
within a short distance by a ship* 

(Signed) ""T. 8taimk<»* 
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Such was the first official account received of this 
little colony. As some flirther particulars of a 
society so singular, in all respects, were highly de« 
sirable, Captain Pipon, on being applied to, had the 
kindness to draw up the foUowinjor narrative, which 
has all the' freshness and attraction of a first com- 
munication with a new people. 

Captain Pipon takes a more extended view, in his 

Srivate letter,* of the condition of this little society, 
[e observes, that when they first saw the island, 
the latitude made by the Tagus was 24° 40 S. and 
longitude 130® 24' W., the ships being then distant 
from it five or six leagues ; and as in none of the 
charts in their possession was any land laid down 
in or near this meridian, they were extremely puz- 
zled to make out what island it could possibly be<; 
for Pitcaim^s Island, being the only one known in 
the neighbourhood, was represented to be in longi- 
tude m"" 24 W.f If this n^w discovery, as they 
supposed it to be, awakened their curiosity, it was 
still more excited when they ran in for the land the 
next moming[, on perceiving a few huts, neatly built, 
amid plantations laid out apparently with some- 
thing like order and regularity ; and these nppevr^ 
ances confirmed thm move than ever that it could 

* Witb which the editor, mthis request, was (hvoured al the time. 

t The only authority that then existed for laying down this island 
was that of Cnptain Carteret, who flrst saw it io 17G7. It is so high,** 
he says, that we saw it at tba distance of jnore than flfleen leagues, 
and it having been discovered by a young geniieman. son to Mi^r Pi^ 
cairn of the marinea, who was unfortunately lost in the Aiirora, we 
eailed it Pitcaim's IslandJ* He makes it in lat. 25^2 S and long. 

30' Wm no leas than three degrees Q\xi of its true longitude I TAtm 
minvXea would now be thought a considerable error: socii are Iha 
euperinr advantagea conforred hy lunar obaervatkma and tanpioveniaiils 
ki chrononieters. 

Fiicaira*s Island has been supposed to he the " Encormicton^of Quiros, 
by whom It la stated to be in lat. 24^ 30\ and one thousand leagues 
flt>m the coast of Peru ; but as he describes it as a low, sandy island, 
almost level witb the sea, having a few trees on it,** we must look for 

Eneanuieim^ somewbere else j and Ihieies Island, nearly in tbat tail* 
iBda^ lary U>w, and witbin 5^ of loogitiida ttm PUeaira^ lalaod, an* 
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not be Pitcaim^s Ishaid» because tbat was described 
1^ navigatoTs to be uninhabited. Pieeently they 
observed a few natives coming* down a steep descefi^ 

with their canoes on their shoulders ; and in a few 
minutes perceived one of those little vessels darting 
through a heavy surf, and paddling off towards the 
ships ; but their astonishment was extreme when, 
on coming alongside, they were hailed in the Eng- 
lish language with Won't you heave us a rope 
now?" 

The first young man that sprung^ with extraor* 
dinary alacrity, up the side, and stdod before them 
0U the dedL, said, in reifAj to the question, " Who 
are yoaf*---tfaat his name was Thursday OctdieT 
Christian, son of the late Fletcher Christian, hf an 
Otaheitan mother | that he was the first IxMiioii the 
island, and that he was so catted beeanse he was 
brought into the world on a Thursday in October. 
Singularly strange as all this was to Sir ThomaS 
Staines and Captain Pinon, this youth soon satisfied 
them that he was no other than the person he rep- 
resented himself to be, and that he was fully ac- 
quainted with the whole history of the Bounty; 
and, in short, that the island before them was the 
retreat of the mutineers of that ship. Young Chris- 
tian was at this time about twenty-four years of 
age, a fine tall youth, ftdt-six feet high, with dark« 
almost black, hair> and a countenance open and ex* 
tremely interesting* As he wore no dothes erc^ 
« piece of cloth rotiod his loins, and a straw hat^ 
ornamented vrith black cock's feathers, his fine figure 
and well-shaped muscular limbs were displayed te 
great advantage, and attracted general admiration. 
His body was much tanned by exposure to the 
weather, and his counteuauee had a brownish cast^ 
unmixed, however, with that tinge of red so common 
among the natives of the Pacific islands. 

** Added to a great share of good-humour, we 
were glad to tracer ' aavs Captain Pipon, ^ iu lus 
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benevolent countenance, all the features of an honest 
iBngUsh face.'^ Me told them he w«t^ married to a wo- 
nan much older than himself, one of those, that ao^ 
companied his father from Otaheite« The ingenuous 
maoaer in which he answered all questions put to 
him, a&d his whdie deportment^ created a lively in* 
terest mkong the officers of the 8hip» who> while they 
admired, xximd not but regard' him with feeUngs oil 
tendtmiess and compassion $ his manner^ too, of 
speaking English was exceedingly pleasing, and 
Correct hoth in grammar and pronunciation. His 
companion was a fine handsome youth of seventeen 
or eighteen years of age, of the name of George 
Young, son of Young the midshipman* 

If the astonishment of the two captains was great 
on making, as they thought, this first and extraor- 
dinary discovery of a people who had been so long 
forgotten, and in hearing the oflspring of tiyesa of- 
fenders speaking their language correctly, their sur- 
prise and interest were still more highly excited. 
when, on Sir Thomas Staines taking the two youths 
below> and setting before them something to eat> 
they both rose up^ and one of them, {dacing his 
hands together in a posture of devotion, pronounce^^ 
distinctly and with emphasis, in a pleasing tone of 
voice, the word% ^ For what we are going to receive 
HbB Lord nrnke us trtriy tbankfnl.^ 

file vradis were t1iel»seh^T«s greatly surprised at 
Hie signt of so many novel object&^tne size of tfie 
ship— of the guns, and every thing around them. 
Obsei'ving a cow, they were at first somewhat 
alarmed, and expressed a doubt whether it was a 
huge goat or a horned hog, these being the only 
two species of quadrupeds they had ever seen. A 
little dog amused them much. " Oh I what a pretty 
little thing it is 1" exclaimed Young. " I know it is 
a dog, for 1 have heard of such an animal." 

These young men informed the two captains of 
many singular events that had taken place among 
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the first settlers, but referred them for further par- 
ticulars to an old man on shore, whose name, they 
said, was John Adams, the only surviving Englislv* 
man that came away in the Bounty, at which time 
he was called Alexander Smith. 

This information induced the two captains to go 
on shore, desirous of learning correctly from this 
old man the fate, not only of Christian, but of the 
rest of his deluded accomplices, who had adhered 
to his fortunes. The landing they found to be diffi- 
cult, and not wholly free from danger ; but, with the 
assistance of their two able conductors, they passed 
the surf among many rocks, and reached the shore 
without any other inconvenience than a complete 
wetting. Old Ajdams, having ascertained that the 
two officers alone had landed, and without arms, 
concluded they had no intention to take him prisoner, 
and ventured to come down to the beach, from 
whence he conducted them to his house. He was 
accompanied by his wife, a very old woman, and 
nearly blind. It seems they were both at first con- 
siderably alarmed ; the sight of the king's uniform, 
after so many years, having no doubt brought fresh 
to the recollection of Adams the scene that occurred 
in the Bounty, in which he bore so conspicuous a 
part. Sir Thomas Staines, however, to set his 
mind at ease, assured him, that so far from having 
come to the island with any intention to take him 
away, they were not even aware that such a person 
as himself existed. Captain Pipon observes, " that 
although in the eye of the law they could only con » 
sider him in the light of a criminal of the deepest 
die, yet that it would have been an act of the 
greatest cruelty and inhumanity to have taken him 
away from his little family, who in such a case 
would have been left to experience the greatest 
misery and distress, and ultimately, in all probability, 
would have perished of want. 

Adams, however, pretended that he had no great 
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fkhare in the mutiny : said that he was sick in bed 
when it broke out, and was afterwards compelled to 
take a musket in his hand ; and expressed his readi-* 
ness lo go in one of the ships to England, and seemed 
ralher desirous to do so. On this being made known 
to the members of the little society, a scene of con- 
siderable distress was witnessed ; his daughter, a fine 
young woman, threw her arms about his neck, en- 
treating him not to think of leaving them and all his 
little children to perish. All the women burst into 
tears, and the young men stood motionless and ab- 
sorbed in grief ; but on their being assured that be 
should, on no account, be ntolested, It is impos- 
sible/' says Captain Pipon, to describe the uni- 
versal joy that these poor people manifested, and 
the gratitude they expressed for the kindness and 
consideration shown him.'* 

They now learned from Adams, that Fletcher 
Christian, on finding no good anchorage close to the 
island, and the Bounty being too weakly manned 
again to intrust themselves in her at sea, determined 
to run her into a small creek against the cliff, in 
order the more conveniently to get out of her such 
articles as might be of use or necessary for forming 
an establishment on the island, and to land the hogs, 
goats, and poultry which they had brought from 
Otaheite ; and having accomplished this point, he 
ordered her to be set onfirCf with the view, probably, 
of preventing any escape fktim the island, and also 
to remove an object, that, if seen, might excite the 
curiosity of some passing vessel, and thus be the 
means of discovering his retreat. His plan suc- 
ceeded, and, by Adams's account, everything went 
on smoothly for a short time ; but it was clear 
enough that this misguided and ill-fated 3''0ung man 
was never happy after the rash and criminal step 
he had taken ; that he was always sullen and morose, 
and committed so many acts of wanton oppression 
as very soon incurred the hatred and detestation of 

Y 
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his companions in crime, over whom he practised 

that same overbearing conduct of which he accused 
his commander Bligh. The object he had in view 
when he last left Otaheite had now been accom- 
plished; he had discovered an uiuiihabited island 
out of the common track of ships, and established 
himself and his associates ; so far there was a chance 
that he had escaped all pursuit; but there was no 
escaping from 

" TbOM rods of »corpion« and ttnm iwliips of ilMl 
WUch coiueieiiee siiakfiB.*' 

The fate of this misiruided young man, brought on 
by his ill treatment both of his associates and the 
Indians he had carried off with him, was such as 
might be expected — he was shot by an Otaheitan 
while digging in his field, about eleven months after 
they had settled on the island, and his death was 
only the commencement of feuds and assassina- 
tions, which ended in the total destruction of the 
whole party except Adams and Young. By the 
account of the former, the settlers from this time 
became divided into two parties, and their grievances 
and quarrels proceeded to such a height, that each 
took every opportunity of putting the other to death* 
Old John Adams was himself shot through the neck, 
but tlie ball having entered the fleshy part only, he 
was enabled to make his escape and avoid the fury 
of his assailants. The immediate cause of Chris- 
tian's murder was his having forcibly seized on the 
wife of one of the Otaheite men, which so exaspe- 
rated the rest that they not only souglit the life of 
the offender, but of others also who uiight, as they 
thoug'ht, be disposed to pursue the same course. 

This interesting little colony was now found to 
contain about forty-six persons, mostly growo*up 
young people, with a few infants. The young meUf 
all born on the island^ were finely formed, athletio, 
and handsome~their countenances open and jdeas- 
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ing, indicating much beuerolence and goodness of 

heart; but the young women particularly wertr 

objects of attraction, beinc^ tall, robust, and beauti- 
fully formed, their faces beaming" with smiles and 
indicating unruffled good-huniour ; while their man- 
ners and demeanour exhibited a degree of modesty 
and bashfulness that would have done honour to the 
most virtuous and enlightened people on earth. 
Their teeth are described as beautifully white, like 
the finest ivory, and perfectly regular, without a 
smgle exception; and all of them, both male and 
female, had the marked expression of English fea- 
tures, though not exactly the clear red and white 
that distinguish English skins, theirs being the colour 
of what we call brunette. Captain Pipon thinks 
that from such a race of peoplci consisting of fine 
young men and handsome weU<-formed women, there 
may be expected to mse hereafter* in this little 
colony, a race of people possessing in a high 
degree the physical qualifications of great strength, 
united with symmelscy of form and regularity of 
feature. 

But their personal qualifications, attractive as 

they were, excited less admiration than the account 

which Adams gave of their virtuous conduct. He 
assured liis visiters that not one instance of debauch- 
ery or immoral conduct had occurred among these 
young people since their settlement on the island; 
nor did he ever hearer believe that any one instance 
had occurred of a young woman having suffered inde- 
cent liberties to be taken with her. Tiieir native mod- 
esty, assisted by the precepts of religion and morality 
instilled into their young minds by John Adams, had 
hitherto preserved these interesting people from 
every kind of debauchery. The young women told 
Captain Pipon, with great simplicity, that they were 
not married, and that their lather, as they called 
Adams, had told them it was right they sliould 
wait ivith {Hitience till they bad acquired sufficieni 
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property to bring up a young family before they 
thought of marrying ; and that they always followed 
his advice, because they knew it to be good. 

It appeared that from the time when Adams was 
left alone on the island, the sole survivor of all tlie 
males that had landed from the Bounty, European 
and Otaheitan, the greatest harmony had prevailed 
in their little society; they all declared that no 
serious quarrels ever occurred among them, though 
a few hasty words might now ai^ i&m littered ; 
but, to make use of their own expressiQf^|||y were 
onl^ quarrels of the mouth. AdaiQB59^ured his 
vinters that they were aU strieUir honiim^ thekr 
dealings, Imding or exchanging their fniknis arttctes 
of Uvestoek or produce with each other ia the most 
friendly manner; and if any little dispute occurred, 
he never found any difficulty to rectify the mistake 
or misunderstanding that might have caused it, to 
the satisfaction of both parties. In their general 
intercourse they speak the English language com^^ 
monly; and even the old Otaheitan women have 
picked up a good deal of this language. The young 
people, both male and female, speak it with a 
pleasing accent, md their voices are extremely har* 
monious. 

The Uttle village of Pitcaim is described as form* 
ing a pretty square ; the house of John Adams, mth 
its out-houses, occupying the upper ccnmer, near a 
large banyan»tee, and that of Thursday Ctetober 
Christian the lower comer opposite to it. Tha 
centre space is a fine open lawn, where the poidtry 
wander, and is fenced around so as to prevent the 
intrusion of the hogs and goats. It was obviously 
visible, from the manner in which the grounds were 
laid out and the plantations formed, that in this 
little establishment the labour and ingenuity of 
European hands had been employed. In their houses 
they have a good deal of decent furniture, consisting 
of beds and bedsteads with coverings* They have 
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dso tables and large chests for their clothing; and 
their linen is made from the bark of a certain tree« 
and the manufacture of it is the employment of the 
elderly portion of the women. The bark is first 
soaked, then beaten with square pieces of wood of 
the breadth of one's hand, hollowed out into grooves, 
and the labour is continued until it is. brought to 
the tareadtil required, in the same manner as the 
process is conducted in Otaheite. 

The younger part of the females are obliged to 
attend, with old Adams and their brothers, to the 
culture of the land ; and Captain Pipon thinks this 
may be one reason why this old director of the 
work does not countenance too early marriages, for, 
as lie very properly observed, when once they be* 
come mothers they are less capable of hard labour, 
bein^ obliged to attend to their children ; and, judg- 
ing from appearance, " one may conclude," says the 
captain, ** they would be prolific that " he did not 
see how it could be otherwise, considering the regu- 
larity of tiieir lives, their simple and excellent though 
abstemious mode of hving, their meals consisting 
chiefly of a vegetable diet, with now and then gooa^ 
pork, and occasionally fish.'' 

The young girls, although they have only the 
example of their Otaheitan mothers to foUow in 
their dress, are modestly clothed, having generally 
apiece of cloth of their own manufacture reaching 
from the waist to the knees, and a mantle^ or some* 
thing of that nature, thrown loosely over the shoul* 
ders, and hanging sometimes as low as the ankles : 
this mantle, however, is frequently thrown aside,* 
being used rather as a shelter for their bodies from 
the heat of the sun or the severity of the weather, 
than for the sake of attaching any idea of modesty, 
to the upper part of the person being uncovered; 
and it is not possible, he says, to behold finer forms 
thar are exhibited by this partial exposure. Cap-. 

t&in Pipon obseives, ''it was pleasing to scie ikQ 
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good taste and quickness with which they foim 
fittle shades or parasols of green leaves» to place 
over the head or bonnets to keep the sun from their 
eyes* A young girl made one of these in my pres*^ 
ence, with such neatness and alacrity as to satisfy 
me that a fashionable dressmaker of London would 
be delighted with the sirapUcity and elegant taste 
these untaught females." The same young girl, 
he says, accompanied them to the boat, canying oa 
her shoulders, as a present, a large basket of yams, 
** over such roads and down such precipices as were 
scarcely passable by any creatures except goats, 
and over which we could scarcely scramble with the 
help of our hands. Yet with this load on her shoul* 
ders she skipped from rock to rock like a young 
roe,** 

^ Butf** sqrs Captain Pipon, what delighted us 
most was the conviction which John Adams had 
impressed on the minds of these young people, oC 
the propriety and necessity of returning thanks to 

the Almighty for the many blessings they enjoy. 
They never omit saying grace before and after 
meals, and never think of touching food without 
asking a blessing from Him who gave it. The Lord's 
Prayer and the Creed they repeat morning and 
evening.*' 

Captain Pipon imagines the island to be about six 
miles long and perhaps three or four miles broad, 
covered with wood; the soil apparently very rich, 
and the variety of products great and valuable, but 
much labour would seem to be required to clear away 
the woods. The dimensions here given, however, 
are much greater than they have subsequ<^ntly been 
found to be. 

The visiters having supplied these poor people 
with some tools, kettles, and other articles, such as 

the high surf would allow them, with the assistance 
of the natives, to land, but to no ^reat extent, the 
two oiUcers again passed through the surf, with thd 
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same assistance, and took leave of these interesting 
people — satisiied that the island is so well fortified 
by nature as to oppose an invincible barrier to an 
invading enemy ; that there was no spot apparently 
vfheve a boat could land with safety, ana perhaps 
not more than one where it could land at all; an 
everlasting swell of the ocean, rolUng in on every 
side, is dashed into foam against its rocky and iron- 
bound shores. 

Such were the first details that were received 
respecting this young- settlement. It may here be 
remarked, that at the time when Folger visited the 
island Alexander Smith went by his proper name, 
and that he had changed it to John Adams in the 
intermediate time between his visit and that of Sir 
Thomas Staines ; but it does not appear in any of 
the accounts which have been given of this inter- 
esting little colony, when or for what reason he 
assumed the latter name. It could not be with any 
view to ooncealmentf for he freely communicated 
his history to Folger, and equally so to every subse- 
quent visiter. 

The interesting account of Captains Sir Thomas 
Staines and Pipon, in 1814, produced as little effect 
on the government as that of Folger ; and nothing 
more was heard of Adams and his family for twelve 
years nearly, when, in 1825, Captain Beecliey, in tlie 
Blossom, bound on a voyage of discovery, paid a 
visit to Pitcairn's Island. Some whale-fishing- ship, 
however, had touched there in the intermediate 
time, and left on the island a person of the name of 
John Buffet. "In this man," says Captain Beechey, 
** they have very fortunately found an able and will- 
ing schoolmaster ; he had belonged to a ship which 
visited the island, and was so infatuated with the 
behaviour of the people, being himself naturally of 
a devout and serious turn of mind» that he resolved 
to remain among them; and, in addition to the 
instruction oi^ the children, has taken upon himself 
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the duty of clergymani and is the oracle of the com- 
munity." 

On the approach of the Blossom towards the 
island, a boat was observed, under all sail, hastening* 
towards the ship, which they considered to be the 
boat of some whaler, but were soon agreeably un* 
deceived the singular appearance of her crew, 
which consisted of old Adams and many of the young 
men belonging to the island. Thegr did not yenture 
at once to lay hold of the ship tm they had first 
inquired if they might come on board; and on per- 
mission being granted, they spnmg up the side and 
shook every officer by the hand with undisguised 
feelings of gratification. 

The activity of the young men, ten in number, 
outstripped that of old Adams, wlio was in his sixty- 
fifth year, and somewhat corpulent. He was dressed 
in a sailor's shirt and trousers and a low-crowned 
hat, whicli he held in his hand until desired to put 
it on. He still retained his sailor's manners, dof- 
fing his hat and smoothing; down his bald forehead 
whenever he was addressed by the ofiicers of the 
Blossom. 

The young men were tall, robust, and healthy, 
with good-natured countenances, aiul a simphcity 
of manner, and a fear of doing something that 
might be wrong, which at once prevented the pos- 
sibility of giving offence. Their dresses were 
whimsical enough; some had long coats without 
trousers, and others trousers without coats, and 
others again -waistcoats without either. None of 
them had either shoes or stockings, and there were 
only two hats among them, "neither of which,'' 
Ciiptain Beechey says, *' seen^ied likely to iiang long 
together." 

Captain Beechey procured from Adams a narra- 
tive of the whole transaction of the mutiny, which, 
however, is incorrect in many parts; and also a his- 
toid of the broils and disputes which led to tiie vio* 



Digitized by 



261 



lent death of iSl those misguided men (with the 
exception of Young and Adams) who accompanied 
Christian in tiie Bounty to Pitcaim's Island. 
It maybe recollected that the Bounty was carried 
' from Otaheite by nine of the mutineers. Their 
iies were 

I. Fletcher Christian, Acting Lieutenant. 

S. Edward Voung, Midshipman. 

8. Alexander Smith {aliaa Jolm Ailinui), Seiinaa* 

4. William M'Koy, 

5. Matthew Quinial, 

6. John Williams, 

7. Isaac Martin, 

8. John Mills, Gunner*a Mate. 

0. William Brown, Botani8t*B AssiatanC 

« 

They brought with them six men and twelve 
women, natives of Tabouai and Otaheite. The first 
step after their arrival was to divide the whole island 
into nine equal portions, to the exclusion of those 
poor people whom they had seduced to accompany 
them, and some of whom are stated to have been 
carried off against their inclination. At first they 
were considered as the friends of the white men, 
but very soon became their slaves. They assisted 
in the cnltivaticm of ttie soil, in building hooses, and 
in fetching wood and water, without murmuring or 
complaining; and things went on peaceably and 
prosperously for about two years, when Williams, 
who had lost his wife about a month after their 
arrival, by a fall from a rock while collecting birds' 
eggs, became dissatisfied, and insisted on having 
another wife, or threatened to leave the island in 
one of the Bounty's boats. Being useful as an 
armourer, the Europeans were unwilling to part 
with him, and he, still persisting in his unreasonable 
demand, had the injustice to compel one of the Ota^ 
heitans to give up his wife to him. 

By this act of flagrant oppression his countrymen 
made common cause with their injured companion, 
and laid a plan for the extermination of the £uro* 
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peans ; but the women gave a lunt of what was 
going forward in a song, the burden of which wa8» 

" Why does black man sharpen axe 1 — ^to kill white 

man." The plot beinor thus discovered, the hus- 
band who had his wife taken from him, and another 
whom Christian had shot ut (though, it is stated, 
with powder only), fled into the woods, and were 
treacherously murdered by their countrymen on the 
promise of pardon for the perpetration of this foul 
deed. 

Tranquillity being thus restored, matters went on 
tolerably well for a year or two longer ; but the 
oppression and ill treatment which the Otaheitaus 
received, more particularly from Quintal and M^Koy, 
the most active and determined of the mutineers, 
drove them to the formation of another plot for th« 
destruction of their oppressors, which but too sue 
cessfiiUy succeeded* A day was fixed for attacking 
and putting to death all the Englishmen while at 
work in their respective plantations. Williams was 
the first man that was shot. They next proceeded 
to Christian, who was working at his yam-plot, and 
shot him. Mills, confiding in the fidelity of his 
Otaheitan friend, stood his ground, and was mur- 
dered by him and another. Martin and Brown were 
separately attacked and slain, one with a maul, the 
other with a musket. Adams was wounded in the 
shoulder, but succeeded in making terms with the 
Otaheitans,and was conducted by them to Christiaii's 
house, where he was kindly treated. Young, who 
was a great favourite of the women, was secreted 
by them during the attack, and afterward earned 
to Christianas house. M%oy and Quintal, the worst 
of the gang, escaped to the mountains. " Here,** 
says Captain Beechey, "this day of bloodshed 
ended, leaving only four Englishmen alive out of 
nine. It was a day of emancipation to the blacks, 
who were now masters of the island, and of humilia* 
tion and retribution to the whites*** 
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The men of colour now began to quarrel about 
choosing the women whose European husbands had 
been murdered; the result of which was the destmc* 
tion of the whole of the former, some falling by the 
hands of flie women; and one of them by Young, whOf 
it would seem, coolly and deliberately shot him. 
Adams now proceeded into the mountaing to com- 
municate the fatal intellip^ence to the two Euro- 
peans, M'Koy and Quintal, and to solicit their return 
to the village. All these events are stated to haye 
happened as early as October, 1793. 

From this time to 1798 the remnant of the colo- 
nists would appear to have ^one on quietly, with 
the exception of some quarrels these four men had 
with the women, and the latter among themselves $ 
ten of them were still remaining, who lived promis- 
cuously with the men, frequently changing their 
abode from one house to another* Young, being a 
man of some education, kept a kind of journal ; but 
it is a document of very little interest, ccmtaining 
scarcely any thing more than the ordinary occupa- 
tions of the settlers, the loan or exchange of pro- 
visions, the dates when the sows farrowed, the mim- 
ber of lish caught, &c., and it begins only at the time 
when Adams and he were sole masters of the island ; 
and the truth, therefore, of all that has been told 
rests solely on the degree of credit that is due to 
Adams. 

M*Koy, it appears, had formerly been employed 
in a Scotch distillery, and befng much addicted to 
ardent spirits, set about making experiments on the 
tee'Toot {dracana terminalis)^ and at length unfor* 
tunately succeeded in producing an intoxicating 
liquor. This success induced his companion Quintsd 
to turn his kettle into a stilL The consequence 
was, that these two men were in a constant state 
of drunkenness, particularly M*Koy ; on whom, it 
seems, it had the effect of producing fits of delirium ; 
and in one of these he threw Iiimself from a cliif and 
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was killed on the spot. Captain Beechey says, " the 
melancholy fate of this man created so forcible an 
impression on the remaining few, that they resolved 
never agam to touch spirits ; and Adams has, I be- 
lieve, to this day kept his vow." 

Some time in the following year, that is, about 
1799) we learned from Adams," says Captaia 
Beechey, that Quintal lost his wife by a fall from 
the cli^, while in search of birds* eggs; that be 

grew discontented! and, though there were sever^ 
isposable women on the island, and he had already 
experienced the fatal effects of a simUar demand, 
nothing would satisfy him but the wife of one of hie 
companions. Of course neither of them felt inclined 
to accede to this unreasonable demand; and he 
sought an opportunity of putting them both to death. 
He was fortunately foiled in his first attempt, but 
swore openly he would speedily repeat It. Adams 
and Young, having no doubt he would follow up Ids 
intention, and fearing he might be more successful 
in the next attempt, came to the resolution that, as 
their own lives were not safe while he was in exist- 
ence, they were justified in putting liim to death, 
which tliey did by felling him, as i)^y would an ox, 
with a hatchet. 
" Such was the melancholy fate of seven of the 
< leading mutineers, who escaped from justice only to 
add murder to their former crimes f and such, it 
may be added, was the polluted source, thus stained 
with the guilt of mutiny, piracy^ and murder, from 
which the present simple and innocent race of 
islanders has proceeded ; and, what is most of all 
extraordinarjr, the very man from whom they have 
received theur moral and religious instruction is one 
who was among the first and foremost in the mu- 
tiny, and deeply implicated in all the deplorahle con- 
sequences that were the results of it. This man 
and Young were now the sole survivors out of the 
fifteen males that bad landed upon the island* 
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Young, as lias been staled, was a man of some edu- 
cation, and of a serious turn of mind ; and, as 
Beechey says, it would have been wonderful, after 
the many dreadful scenes at winch they had assisted', 
ir the solitude and tranquillity that ensued had not 
disposed them to repentance. They had a Bible and 
a Prayer Book, which were found in the Bounty, 
and they read the church service regularly every 
Sunday. They now resolved to have morning and 
evening family prayers, and to instruct the children, 
who amounted to nineteen, many of them between 
the ages of seven and nine years* Young, however, 
was not long suffered to survive his repentance. An 
asthmatic complaint terminated his existence about 
a year after the deatii of Quintal ; and Adams was 
now left the sole survivor of the guilty and mis- 
guided mutineers of the Bounty. It is remarkable 
that the name of Young should never once occur in 
any shape as connected with the mutiny, except in 
the evidence of Lieutenant Hayward, who includes 
his name in a mass of others. He neither appears 
among the armed nor the unarmed ; he is not stated 
to be among those who were on deck, and was 
robably therefore one of those who were confined 
elow. Bligh, nevertheless, has not omitted to f^nve 
him a character. Young was an able and stout 
seaman ; he however, always proved a wortiilesa 
wretch." 

If the sincere repentance of Adams, and the most 
successful exertions to train up the rising generation 
in piety and virtue, can be considered as ex|>iating 
in some degree his former offences, this survivor is 
fully entitled to every indulgence that frail humanity 
so often requires, and which indeed has been ex- 
tended to him by all the officers of the navy who 
have visited the island, and witnessed the simple 
manners and the settled habits of morality and piety 
which prevail in this happy and weli-reg^ulated so- 
ciety. They have all strongly felt that the merits 
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and redeeming qualities of the latter yedrs of his life 
have so far atoned for his former guilt, that he ought 
not to be molested^ but rather encouraged, in his 
meritorious efforts, if not for his own sake, at least 
for that of the innocent young people dependent 
on him* 

Still it ought never to be forgotten that he was 

one of the first and most daring in the atrocious act 
of mutiny and piracy, and that had he renuiined iu 
Otaheite, and been taken home in the Pandora, no- 
tiling: could have saved him ft-om an ignominious 
death. His pretending to say that he was in his cot, 
and that he was forced to take arms, may perhaps 
bo palHated under his peculiar circumstances, wish- 
ing to stand as fair before his countrymen as his 
case would admit — but it is not strictly true: for he 
was the third upon deck armed, and stood sentry 
over Bligh with a loaded musket and fixed bayonet. 
The story he told to Beechey respecting the advice 
stated to have been given by Mr. Stewart to Chris* 
tiiui, to take possession of the ship,'' is, as has 
been shown, wholly false ; but here his memory 
mzy have failed him. If any such advice was given» 
It IS much more likely to have proceeded from 
Toung. He also told two different stories with re* 
gard to the conduct of Christian. To Sir Thomas 
Staines and Captain Pipon he represented this ill* 
fated young man as never happy after the rash and 
criminal step he liad taken, and that he was always 
sullen and morose, and committed so many acts of 
cruelty as to incur the hatred and detestation of his 
associates in crime. Whereas he told Captain 
Beechey that Christian was always cheerful ; that 
his exampl(3 was of the greatest service in exciting 
his companions to labour ; that he was naturally of 
a happy, ingenuous disposition, and won the good 
opinion and respect of all who served under him: 
which cannot be better exemphfied, he says, than by 
liis maintaining under circumstances of great per* 
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{flexity the respect and regard of all who were asso- 
ciated with him op to the hour of his death ; and 

that even at the present moment Adams, in speak- 
ing of him, never omits to say Mr, Christian. Why 
indeed should he ? Christian was a gentleman by 
birth, and an officer in his majesty's service, and was 
of course always so addressed. But why was he 
murdered within two yeais (one account says nine 
months) after the party reached the island ? Cap- 
tain Beechey has answered the question — for op- 
pression and ill treatment of the Otaheitans.* 

That Christian, so far from being cheerful, was, 
on the contrary, always uneasy in his mind about 
his own safety, is proved by his having selected a 

* As the manner of Christian's death has been difibrently reported to 
each different visiter by Adama, the only evidence in existence, with the 
exception of three or four Otabeitan women and a few infants, some^sin- 
golar eircnmstaneesmfty bate be mentioned that happened at borne, Just 
at the time ofFoIger's visit, and which might render bia deatb on Pit 
cairn's Island almost a matter of doubt. 

About the years 1808 and 1809 every general opinion was prevalent in 
fbe neighbourhood of the lakee of Cumberland and Weatmoreland, that 
Christian was in that part of the country, and made fVequent private 
visits to an aunt who was living there. Being the near relative of Mr. 
Christian Curwen, long member of parliament for UarlisJe, and himself 
a native, be waa well Icnpwn in the neighbourhood. This, bowysver, 
tnlfht be passed over as mere g(^Rip, had not another circumstance hap- 
pened just about the same tkaop fin the truth of which the editor does 
not hesitate to avouch. 

In Fore-atreet, Plymouth Doeic, Captain Heywood flrand bbnwir one 
day wallcing behind a man whose shape had so much the appennuiee of 
Christian's that he involuntarily quickened his pace. Both were walk- 
ing very fa.st, and the rapid steps behind him having roused the siran- 
gei^ attemion, Im auddenly turned hie fluse, looked at Heywood, and 
immediately ran off. But the face was aa much like Chricrtian's aa the 
back, and Heywood, exceedingly excited, ran also. Both ran as fast as 
they were able, but the stranger liad the advantage, and atter malung 
aeveral ahort turn* dieappeaied. 

That Christian should be in Enflfland Heywood conaidered as highly 
Improbable, (hough not out of the scope of possibility ; for at this time 
no account of him whatsoever had been received since they parted at 
Otaheite ; at any rate the resemblance, the agitation, and the ellbrta of 
the strar^^er to elude blm were circumstances too strong not to mdit 
a deep impression on his mind. At the moment his first thought was 
to set about making some fhrtber inquiries, but on recollection of the 
pain and trouble such a discovery must oeemm him, he considered it 
mme prudent to let the matter drop ; but the circumstance waa (In 
gnflotly ealled to hia meinoiy fiir the remataidflr of bia 11^ 
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cave at the extremity of the high ridge of craggjr 
hills that runs across the island, as his intended {dace 
of refuge in the event of any ship of war discover- 
ing the retreat of *the mutineers, in which cave he 
resolved to sell his life as dearly as he could. In 
this recess he always kept a store of provisions, and 
near it erected a small hut, well concealed by trees, 
which served the purpose of a watch-house. " So 
difficult," says Captiiiii Beechey, ** was the approach 
to this cave, that even if a party were successful iii 
crossing the ridge, he might have bid defiance, as 
long as his ammunition lasted, to any force." The 
reflection alone of his having sent adrift, to perish 
on the wide ocean, for he could entertain no other 
idea, no less tlian nineteen persons, all of whom, one 
only excepted, were innocent of any offence towards 
him, must have constantly haunted his mind, and 
left him little disposed to be happy and cheerful. 

The truth is, as appears in Mornson^s journal, that 
during the short time they remained at Tabouai, and 
till the separation of the mutineers at Otaheite, when 
sixteen forsook him, and eight only of the very 
worst accompanied 1dm in quest of some retreat, he 
acted the part of a tyrant to a much greater extent 
than the man who, he says, drove him to the act of 
mutiny. After giving an account of the manner of 
his death, Captain Beechey says, " Thus fell a man 
who from being the reputed ringleader of the mu- 
tiny has obtained an unenviable celebrity, and whose 
crime may perhaps be considered as in some degree 
palliated by the tyranny which led to its commis- 
sion." It is to be hoped, such an act as he was 
guilty of will never be so considered. 

if mutiny could be supposed to admit of palliation, 
a fatal blow would be struck, not only at the dis- 
cipline, but at the very existence of the navy; any 
relaxation in bringing to condign punishment per- 
sons guilty of mutiny would weaken and ultimately 
destroy the efficiency of this great and powerful mt^ 
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chine. Nor, indeed, is it at all necessary that the 
punishment for mutiny should admit of any pallia- 
tion. Whenever an act of tyraimy, or an unneces- 
sary degree of severity, is exercised by a command- 
ing officer, let the fact only be proved, and he is 
certain to be visited with all the ri^rour that the de- 
gree of his oppressive conduct will warrant. Had 
Christian but waited patiently the arrival of the 
Bounty in England* and the alleged conduct of Bligh 
towards his officers and crew bad been proved, he 
would, imquestionably, have been dismissed from his 
majesty's service. 

With regard to Adams, though his subsequent 
conduct was highly roeritoriouSf and to him alone it 
might be said is owing the present happy state pf 
the little community on Pitcaim's Island, bis crime, 
like that of Christian's, can never be considered as 
wiped away. Sir Thomas Staines, the first British 
officer who called at the island, it may well be sup- 
posed, had to struggle on this tr^ang occasion be- 
tween duty and feeling. It was his imperative duty 
to have seized and brought him a prisoner to Eng- 
land, where he must have been tried, and would no 
doubt have been convicted of a crime for which 
several of his less active accomplices had suffered 
the penalty of death ; though he might, and probably 
would, from length of time and circumstances in his 
favour, have received the king's pardon. Perhaps, 
however, on the whole, it was fortunate that in 
balancing, as it is known this gallant officer did, be* 
tween the sense of duty and the sense of feeling the 
latter prevailed, and justice jrielded to mercy^» Had 
a Bligh or an Edwards been placed in his situation, 
it is to be feared that, judging from their former con- 
duct, passion in the one, and frigidity in the other, 
would most likely have consigned the criminal to 
capiivity in irons, and the innocent and helpless 
family solely dependent on him to misery and de- 
struction; and yet in so doing they would not have 
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de\riated from their sttict Une of dtsty^'^Dts ahter 

visum* 

The Blossom was the first ship of war that John 
Adams had been on board of since the nuitiny; and, 
as Captain Beechey ohserves, his mind would natu- 
rally revert to scenes that could not fail to produce 
a temporary embarrassment, but no apprehension 
for his safety appeared to form any part of his 
thoughts ; and as every person endeavoured to set 
his mnid at rest, he soon found himself at ease and 
at home. It was several hours before the ship ap- 
proached the shore, and the boats put off before she 
came to an anchor. 

On account of the rocks and formidable breakers, 
the party who went on shore were landed by the 
young men, two at a time, in their whale-boat* 

The difficulty of landing/' says Captain Beechey, 
^ was more than repaid by the friendly reception we 
met with on the beach from Hannah Young, a very 
interesting young woman, the daughter of Adams. 
In her eagerness to greet her father, she had outmn 
her female companions, for whose delay she thought 
it necessary in the iirst place to apologize, by say- 
ing they had all been over the hill in company with 
John Buffet, to look at the ship, and were not yet 
returned. It appeared that John Buffet, who was a 
seafaring man, had ascertauied that the ship was a 
man-of-war, and, without knowing exactly why, be- 
came so alarmed for the safety of Adams, that he 
either could not or would not answer any of the inter- 
rogatories which were put to him. This mysterious 
silence set all the party in tears, as they feared he 
had discovered something adverse to their patriarclu 
At length his obduracy yielded to their entreaties ; 
but before he explained the cause of his conduct, the 
boats were seen to put off from the ship, and Han* 
nah immediately hurried to the beach to kiss the old 
man^s cheek, which she did with a fervency demon* 
Btrative of the warmest affection. Her apology for 
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her companions was rendered nnnecessar}^ by their 
appearance on the steep and circuitous path down 
the mountain, who, as they arrived on the beach, 
successively welcomed us to their island, with a sim- 
plicity and sincerity wiiich left no douTbt of the Iruili 
of their professions.'* 

The whole group simultaneously expressed a wish 
that the visiters would stay with them several days; 
and on their signifying a desire to get to the village 
before dark, and to pitch the observatory, every ar- 
ticle and instrament found a bearer, along a steep 
path which 1^ to the village, concealed by groups 
of cocoanut-trees ; the females bearing their bur- 
ttiens over the most difficult parts without inconve- 
nience. The village consisted of five houses, on a 
cleared piece of ground sloping towards the sea. 
While the men assisted in pitching the tent, the 
women employed themselves in preparing the supper. 
The mode of cooking was precisely that of Otaheite, 
by heated stones ai a hole made in the ground. At 
oung Christian's the tahle was spread with plates, 
nives, and forks. John Buffet said grace in an em- 
phatic m anner» and this is repeated every time a fresh 
guest sits down while the meal is going on. So 
strict are they in this respect, that it is not deemed 

E roper to touch a bit of bread without saying grace 
efore and after it. On one occasion," says Cap- 
tain Beechey, I had engaged Adams in conversa- 
tion, and he incautiously took the first mouthful with- 
out having said p:race ; but before he had swallowed 
it he recollected himself, and feeling as if he had 
committed a crime, immediately put away what he 
had in his mouth, and commenced his prayer.** 
Their rooms and table are hghted up by torches made 
of doodoe nuts {alcurites triloba)^ strung upon the 
fibres of a palm-leaf| which form a good substitute 
for candles. 

It is remarkable enough, that although the female 
part of the society is highly respected, yet in ojom 
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instance a distinction is kept up which in civilized 
countries would be deemed degrading^. It is that 
which is rigidly observed in all the South Sea 
islands, and indeed throughout almost the whcde 
eastern worldi that no woman diall eat in the 
{presence of her husband ; and though this distinc* 
tion between man and wife is not carried quite so tar 
in Pitcairn's Island, it is observed to the extent of 
excluding all women from table when there is a de- 
ficiency of seats. It seems they defended the cus- 
tom on the ground that man was made before woman, 
and is entitled, therefore, to be first served — a con- 
clusion, observes Beechey, " that deprived us of the 
company of the women at table during the whole 
of our siay at the island. Far, however, from con- 
sidering themselves neglected, they very jsrood-ua- 
turedly chatted with us behind our seats, and flapped 
away the flies, and by a gentle tap, accidentally or 
playfblly delivered, reminded us occasionally oi the 
honour that was done us/' The vomen^ when the 
men had finished, sat down to what remained. 

The beds were next prepared. A mattress com- 
posed of palm-leaves was covered with native cIoUi 
made of the paper mulberry-tree, in the same man- 
ner as in Otaheite ; the sheets were of the same 
material, and it appeared from their crackling that 
they were quite new from the loom, or rather the 
beater. The whole arrangement is stated to have 
been comfortable, and inviting to repose ; one inter- 
ruption only disturbed their first sleep ; this was the 
melody of the evening hymn, which, after tlie lights 
were put out, was chanted by the whole family in the 
middle of the room. At early dawji tliey were 
also awaked by their morning hymn and the family 
devotion; after which the islanders all set out to 
their several occupations. Some of the women had 
taken the linen of their visiters to wash; oihers 
were preparino^ for the next meal ; and others wexo 

employed in the mauufactuxe of cloth. 
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The innocence and simplicity of these interesting 
young creatures are strongly exemplified in the fol- 
Wing description. '^By our bedside had already 
been placed some ripe fruits; and our hats were 

crowned with chaplets of the fresh blossom of the nono 
or flower-tree {Monnda citrifolia)j which the women 
had gathered in the freshness of the morning dew. 
On looking round the apartment, though it contained 
several beds, we found no partition, curtain, or 
screens; they had not yet been considered neces- 
sary. So far indeed from concealment being thought 
of, when we were about to get up, the women, 
anxious to show their attention, assembled to wish 
us good mornincr, and to inquire in what way they 
could best contribute to our comforts, and to present 
us with some little gift which the produce of the 
island afforded. Many persons would have felt 
awkward at rising and dressing before so many 
pretty black-eyed damsels, assembled in the centre 
of a spacious room; but by a little habit we overcame 
this' embarrassment, and found the benefit of theix 
services in fetching water as we required it, and in 
substituting clean Unen for such as we pulled ofT.^ 
Their cottages are spacious, and strongly built of 
wood, in an oblong form, and thatched with the 
leaves of the pabn-tree bent round the stem of a 
branch from the same, and laced horizontally to 
rafters so placed as to give a proper pitch to the 
roof. An upper story is appropriated to sleeping, 
and has four beds, one in each angle of the room, 
and large enough fbr three or four persons to sleep 
on. The lower is the eating-room, having a broad 
table with several stools placed round it. The lower 
room communicates with the upper by a stout lad- 
der in the centre. Immediately round the village 
are small enclosures for fattening pigs, goats, and 
poultry ; and beyond them are the cultivated grounds 
producing the banana, piantam, melon, yam, taro, 
sweet potatoes, <6e»tree, cloth-plant, with other useful 
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roots, firaits, and a vanetjr of shrubs. Every cot 
tdige has its out-house for making clothf its bakings 
place* its pig-sty, and its poultry-bouse. 

During the stay of the strangers on the island, 
they dined sometimes with one person and some- 
times with another, their meals being always the 
same, and consisting of baked pig, yams, and taro, 
and sometimes sweet potatoes. Goats are nume- 
rous on the island, but neither their flesh nor their 
milk is relished by the natives. Yams constitute 
their principal food, either boiled, baked, or mixed 
with cocoanut, made into cakes, and eaten with mo- 
lasses extracted from the tee-root. Taro-root is no 
bad substitute for bread ; and banana's, plantains, and 
appoi are wholesome and nutritive fruits. The com- 
mon beverage is water, but they make tea from the 
tec-plant, flavoured with ginger, and sweetened with 
the juice of the sugar-cane. They but seldom kill 
a pig, living mostly on fruit and vegetables. With 
this simple diet, early rising, and taking a great deal 
of exercise, they are subject to few diseases ; and 
Captain Beechey says, they are certainly a liner 
and more athletic race than is usually found among 
the families of mankind." 

The young children are punctual in their attend* 
ance at school, and are instructed by John Buffet in 
reading, writing, and arithmetic ; to which are added 
precepts of religion and morality, drawn chiefly from 
the Bthle and Prayer Book; than which, fortunately, 
they possess no others, that might mystify and 
perplex their understandings on religious subjects. 
They seldom indulge in jokes or other kinds of 
levity ; and Beechey says they are so accustomed to 
take what is said in its literal meaning, that irony 
was always considered a falsehood in spite of ex- 
planation ; and that they could not see the propriety 
of uttering what was not strictly true, for any pur- 
pose whatever. The Sabbath is wholly devoted to 
thd church service, to prayer, reading, and serious 



Digitized by 



tteditation ; no -work of any Und is done on that 
day) not even cookingi wUcn is prepared on the pre« 
tseding evening* 
"I attended,^ says Beechey, "their chorch on 

this day, and foiind the service well conducted ; the 
prayers were read by Adams, and the lessons by 
Buffet, the service being preceded by hymns. The 
greatest devotion was apparent in every individual; 
and in the children there was a seriousness unknovvn 
in the younger part of our communities at home. 
In the course of the Litanv, they prayed for their 
sovereign and all the royal family, with much ap- 
parent loyalty and sincerity. Some family prayers 
which were thought appropriate to their own particu- 
lar case were added to the usual service ; and A dams, 
fearful of leaying out any essential p4rt, read in ad- 
dition all those prayers which are intended onlv as 
substitutes for others. A semion followed, which 
was weU delivered by Buffet ; and lest any part 
of it should be forgotten, or escape attention, it was 
read three times. The whole concluded with hymns, 
which were firsl sung by the grown people, and 
afterward by the children. The ser\dce thus per- 
formed was very long ; but the neat and cleanly ap- 
pearance of the congregation, the devotion that ani- 
mated every countenance, and the innocence and 
simplicity of the little children, prevented the at- 
tendance from becoming wearisome. In about half 
an hour afterward we again assembled to prayers, 
and at sunset service was repeated ; so that, with 
their morning and evening prayers, they maybe said 
to have church five times on a Sunday.*' 

Perhaps it will be thought by some that they carry 
their senousness too far, and that the younger people 
are not allowed a suflScient quantity of recreation* 
The exercise and amnsement of dancing, once so 
much resorted to in most of the islands of the Pa* 
eific, is here almost excluded. With great difficulty 
and much entreaty, the visiters prevailed on three 
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n'own-up ladies to stand up to perform the OtaheitaQ 
dance, which they consented to with a reluctamce 
that showed it was done only to oblige them. It was 
little more than a shufSing of the feet, sliding past 
each otheri and snappm^^ their fingers. They did 
not Idng continue this diversion, considering it as 
too great a levity, and only the three before'>men« 
tionod ladies could be prevailed on to exhibit their 
skill. They appeared to have little taste for music, 
either instrumental or vocal. Adams, when on board 
the Blossom for two or tliree days, made no ditliculty 
of joining in the dance, and was remarkably cheer- 
ful, but on no occasion neglected his usual devotions. 
Captain Beechey has no doubt of the sincerity of 
his piety. He slept in tlie same cabin, but would 
never get into his cot until the captain was in bed and 
supposed to be asleep, when, in a retired corner of 
the cabin, he fell on his knees and performed his de- 
votions; and he was always up first in the moniing 
for the same purpose. 

This good old man told Beechej one day that it 
would add much to his happiness if he would read 
the marriage ceremony to tiim and his wife, as he 
could not bear the idea of living with her without 
its being done when a proper opportunity should 
offer, as was now the case. Thous:h Adams was 
aged, and the old woman had been blind and bedrid- 
den for several years, Beechey says he made such a 
point of it, that it would have been cruel to refuse 
hini. They were accordingly, the following day, 
duly united, and the event noted in a register by 
John Bufiet. The marrisiges that take place among 
the young people are, however, performed by 
Adams, who makes use of a ring for such occasions, 
which has united every couple on the island since its 
first settlement ; the regidated age under which no 
man is sdlowed to marry is twenty, and that of the 
women eighteen. The restrictions with regard to 
relationship are the same as with us, and are strictly 
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put in force when parties are about to marr;^ 

Adams also officiates at christenings. 

Captain Beechey observes that these amiabk 
people rigidly adhere to their word and promise, 
even in cases where the most scrupulous among 
Europeans might thmk themselves justified in some 
relaxation of them. Thus, George Adams, in his 
early days, had fallen in love with Polly Young, a 
girl somewhat older than himself ; bat Polly, for 
some reason or other, had incautiously declared she 
never wotdd give her hand to George Adams ; wbot 
however, still hoped she would one day relent, and 
of course was unremitting in his endearours to 
please her ; nor was he mistaken ; his constancy and 
his handsome form; which George took every oppor- 
tunity of displaying before her, sorieaed Polly's 
heart, and she would willingly have given him her 
hand. But the vow of her youth was not to be got 
over, and the love-sick couple languished on from 
day to day, victims to the folly of early resolutions. 
This weighty rase was referred to the British offi- 
cers, who decided that it would be much better to 
marry than to continue unhappy in consequence of a 
hasty resolution made before the judgment was ma- 
tufed, but Polly's scruples still remamed, and those 
who gave their decision left them unmarried. Cap- 
tain Beechey, however, has recently receired a let^ 
ter, stating that George Adams and Polly Young 
had joined hands and were happy ; but the same let- 
ter announced the death of John Adams, which took 
place in March, 1829. 

The demise of this old patriarch is the most 
serious loss that could have befallen this infant col- 
ony. The perfect harmony and contentment in 
which they appear to live together, the innocence 
and simplicity of their manners, their conjugal and 
parental affection^ their moral, religious, and virtuous 
conduct, and their exemption from any serious vice, 
are all to be ascribed to the exemplary conduct and 
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instructions of old John Adams ; and it is gratifying - 
to know, that five yeaiB after the visit of the Bios* 
som, and one year snbsequent to Adams's death, the 
little colony continued to enjoy the same uninter« 
runted stale of harmoigr and cmitaitnientvas before. 

In Gonsecpence of a r^vesentation made by Cap* 
tain Beechey when there of the distressed state of 
this little sodebr with regaind to the want of certain . 
necessary articles, his majesty's government sent 
out to Valparaiso, to be conveyed from thence for 
their use, a proportion for sixty persons, of the foi- 
lowinff articles: sailors' blue jackets and trousers, 
flannel waistcoats, pairs of stockings and shoes, 
women's dresses, spades, mattocks, shovels, pick- 
axes, trowels, rakes ; all of which were taken in his 
majesty's ship Serin^yapatani, commanded by Cap- 
tain the Honourable William Waldegrave, who ari^ 
rived there in March, 1830. 

The ship had scarcely anchored when George 
Young was alongside in his canoe, which he guided 
by apaddle ; and soon after Thursday October Chris* 
\jm% in^a Jolly-boat, with several others, who, havmg 
come on hoardi were jnvited to breakfast, and one 
of them said grace as usual both before and after it* 
The captain,^$^ri§haplain, and some other officers 
accompanied f^Sf^^ natives on shore, and having 
reached the «imhnt of the first level or plain, which 



trees, they ij^ma the wives and mothers assembled 
to receive tlkni. ** I have brought you a clergy- 
man," says the captain. — " God bless you," issued 
from every mouth ; " but is he come to stay with us 1*^ 
— ^* No."—** You bad man, why not 1" — " I cannot 
spare him, he is the chaplain of my ship ; but I have 
brought you clothes and other articles, which King 
George has sent you." — " But," says Kitty Quintaly 
" we want food for our souls." 

" Our reception," says Captain Waldegrave, " was 
most cordial, particularly that of Mr. Watson, the 
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chaplain $ and the meeting of the wives and hue* 
bands most affecting, exchanging expressions of 
Joy that could not have been exceeded had they just 
returned from a lon^f absence* The men sprang up 
to the trees, throwmg down cocoannts, the husks 
of which were torn (5f by others Mith their teeth, 
and offering us the milk. As soon as we had rested 
ourselves, they took us to their cottages, where we 
dined and slept." 

Captain Waldegrave says it was highly gratify 
ing to observe their native simplicity of manners, 
apparently without guile ; their hospitality was un- 
bounded, their cottages being open to all, and all 
were welcome to such food as they possessed ; pigs 
and fowls were immediately killed and dressed, and 
when the guests were seated, one of the islanders, 
in the attiUide of prayer, and his eyes raised towards 
heaven> repeated a simple grace for the present food 
they were about to partake of, beseecningt at the 
same time, spiritual nounshment; at the end of which 
each responded Ammu On the arrival of any one 
during the repast, they all paused until the new 
guest had said grace. 

At night they all assembled in one of the cottages 
to hear the afternoon church service performed by 
Mr. Watson, and Captain Waldegrave describes it 
as a most striking scene. The place chosen was 
the bedroom of one of the double cottages, or one 
with an upper story. Tlie ascent was by a broad 
ladder from the lower room through a trap-door. 
The cleigyman took his station between two beds, 
with a lamp burning close behind him. In the bed on 
his light were three infants sound asleep ; at the foot 
of that on his left were three men sitting. On each 
side and in front were the meUf some wearing only 
the simple mara, displaying their gigantic figures ; 
others in jackets and trousers, their necks and feet 
bare; behind stood the women, in their modest 
home*made cloth dresses, which entirely covered 
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the form, leaving only the head and feet bare* The 
girls wore, in addition, a sheet knotted in the man- 
ner of a Roman senator's toga, thrown over the right 
shoulder and under the left arm. When the general 
confession commenced, they all knelt down facing 
the cl^igymtuS vHfli'tbeir haoids raised to the breast 
in'the "ififiWfdi^^ of prayery slowly and distincthr re- 
peating tlfie jedi^ii^ttpB alter the clergyman. They 
prayed for ^u^r^Qng of England, whom they consider 
as their ^VHereigtt. A sermon followed, from a text 
which Captain Waldegrave thinks was most happily 
chosen : " Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom.** At the 
conclusion of the service they requested permission 
to sing their parting hymn, when the whole congre- 
gation, in good time, sang " Depart in peace." 

Captain Waldegrave, like all former visiters, bears 
testimony to the kind disposition and active benevo- 
lence of these simple islanders. The children, he 
says, are fond and obedient, the parents affectionate 
and kind towards their children. None of the party 
ever heard a harsh word made use of by one towards 
another. They never slander or speak ill of one 
another. If any question was asked as to the 
character or conduct of a particidar individual, the 
answer would prohably be somethii^r of this kind. 

If it could do any good, I would answer you ; but 
M it cannot, it would be wrong to tell tales;** or if 
the question applied to one who had committed a 
fault they would say, ** It would be wrong to tell mv 
neighbour's shame.*' The kind and benevolent feel- 
ing of these amiable people is extended to the sur- 
viving widows of the Otaheite men who were slain 
on the island, and who would be left in a helpless 
and destitute state, were it not for the humane 
consideration of the younger part of the society, by 
whom they are supported and regarded vrith every 
mark of attention. ^ 
r - The women are clothed in white cloth made from 
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the paper mulberry, the dress extending from the 
shoulders to the feet, in double folds, and so loose 
as entirely to conceal the shape of the person. The 
mothers, while nursing, carry the infant within their 
dress ; as the child advances in growth it sits across 
the hip of the parent with its little hands clinging to 
the shoulder, while the mother's arm passing round 
it keeps it in safety. The men and boys, except on 
Sunday, when they appear in English dresses, gene- 
rally wear only the mara^ or waist-cloth, which, pass- 
ing over the hips and between the legs, is knotted be- 
hind ; the climate is in fact too hot for cumbersome 
clothing. The women, when workings use only a 
petticoat, with a jacket* 

The men are stated to be from five feet eight 
inches to six feet high, of great muscular strength 
and excellent figures. We did not see,*' says Cap* 
tain Waldegrave, " one cripple or defective person, 
except one boy, whom, in the most good-humoured 
way, and laughing heartily, they brought to me, 
observing, * You ought to be brothers, you have 
each lost the right eye.' I acknowledged the con- 
nexion, and no doubt for the future he will be called 
the Captain." 

Captain Beechey has given a more detailed ac- 
count of the physical qualities of the Pitcairn 
islanders* He says they are tall, robust, and healthy ; 
their average height five feet ten inches ; the tallest 
man measured six feet and one quarter of an inch, 
and the shortest of the adults five feet nine inches 
and one-eighth; their limbs well proportioned, roUndy 
and straight ; their feet turning a little inwards* 
A boy of eight years measured four feet and one 
inch ; anotlier of nine years four feet three inches* 
Their simple food and early habits of exercise give 
them a muscular power and activity not often sur- 
passed. It i« £jcorded on the island that George 
Young and Edward Quintal have each carried at 
one time a kedge anchor, t wo sledge hammers* and 
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an armourer's anvil, weighing together upwards of 
six hundred pounds ; and that Quintal once carried 
a boat twenty-eight feet in length. In the water 
they are almost as much at home as on land, and 
can remain almost a whole day in the sea. They 
frequently swim round their little island, tlie circuit 
of which is at the least seven miles ; and the womea 
are nearly as expert swimmers as the men. 

The female descendants of tlie Otaheite women 
are almost as muscular as the males, and taller than 
the generality of the sex. Polly Young, who is not 
the tallest on the island, measured five feet nine 
inches and a half. The features of both men and 
women are regular and well formed; eyes bright 
and generally hazel, though in a few instances blue ; 
the eyebrows thin and rarely meeting ; the nose a 
little flattened, and being rather extended at the 
nostrils, partakes of the Otaheitan character, as do 
the lips, which are broad and strongly sulcated; 
their ears moderately large, and the lobes are in* 
variably united with the cheek; they are generally 
perforated when young, for the reception of flowers, 
a very common custom among the natives of the 
South Sea islands ; hair black, sometimes curling, 
sometimes straight ; teeth regular and white. On 
the whole they are a well-looking people. 

Captain Beechey says, the women have all learned 
the art of midwifery ; that parturition generally 
takes place during the night-time ; that the duration 
of labour is seldom longer than five hours, and has 
not yet in an^case proved fatal; but there is no in- 
stance of twms, nor of a single miscarriage, except 
from accident. Infants are generally bathed three 
times a day in cold water, and are sometimes not 
weaned for three or four years; but when that does 
take place, they are fed upon '^popoe,** made of ripe 

Bantains and boiled taro-root rubbed into a paste* 
r. Collie, the surgeon of the Blossom, remarka 
fbat nothing is more extraordinary in the histoiy 
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of the island than the uniform good health of the 
children; the teething is easily ^ot over, they have 
no bowel complaints, and are exempt from those con- 
tagious diseases which affect children in large com- 
munities. He offered to vaccinate the children as 
well as all the grown persons ; but they deemed the 
risk of infection of small-pox to be too small to 
render that operation necessary. 

As a proof how rery much simple diet and cpn* 
etant exercise tend to the healthful state of the body, 
the skin of these people, though in such robust 
health, compared with that of the Europeans, always 
felt cold, and their pulses always considerably lower. 
The doctor examined several of them ; in the fore* 
noon he foivnd George YoungV only sixty; three 
others, in the afternoon, after dinner, were sixty- 
eight, seventy-two, and seventy-six, while those of 
the officers who stood the heat of the climate best 
were above eighty. 

It is impossible not to feel a deep interest in the 
welfare of this little society, and at the same time 
an apprehension that something may happen to dis- 
turb that harmony and destroy that sunpUcity of 
manners which have hitherto characterized it. It 
is to be feared, indeed, that the seeds of discord are 
already sown* It appears from Captain Walde* 
gravels statement, that no less than three English* 
men have found their way into this happy society. 
One of them, John Buffet, mentioned by Beechey, 
is a harmless man, and, as it has been stated, of 
great use to the islanders in his capacity of clergy- 
man and schoolmaster; he is also a clever and use- 
ful mechanic, as a shipwright and joiner, and is 
mucM beloved by the community. Two others have 
since been left on the island, one of them, by name 
John Evans, son of a coaehmaker in the employ 
of Long of St. Martin's Lane, who has married a 
daughterof John Adams, through whom he possesses 
mi cultivates a certain portion of land ; the third is 
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George Hunn Nobbs, who calls himself registrar, 
schoolmaster, &c., thus infringing on the privi- 
leges of John Buffet; and being a person of supe- 
rior talents, and of exceeding great impudence, 
has deprived Buffet of a great number of his schol- 
ars ; and hence a sufficient cause exists of division 
and dissension among^ the members of the little 80« 
ciety, which were never known before. Bu£fet and 
Evans support themselves by their industiyt but this 
Nobbs not only claims exemption from labour in 
▼irtue of his office, but also as being entitled to a 
maintenance at the expense of the commmiity. Ha 
has married a daughter of Charles, and granddaughter 
to the late Fletcher Christian, whose descendants^ 
as captain of the gang, might be induced to claim 
superiority, and winch, probably, might be allowed 
by general consent, had they but possessed a mode- 
rate share of talent; but it is stated that Thursday 
October and Charles Christian, the sons of the chief 
mutineer, are ignorant, uneducated men. TThe only 
chance for the continuance of peace is the general 
dislike in which this Nobbs is held, and the gradual 
intellectual improvement of the rising generation. 

It seems that Adams on his death-bed called all 
ttie heads of families together, and torged them to 
appoint a chief ;— this, however, they have not done^ 
which makes it the more to be appiehended that 
Nobbs, by his superior talent or cunning, will force 
himself upon them into that situation. Captain 
Waldegrave thinks, however, that p]dward Quintal, 
who possesses the best understanding of any on the 
island, will in time arrive at that honour ; his only 
book is the Bible, but it is quite astonishing, he ob- 
serves, what a fund of knowledge he has derived 
from it. His wife, too, is stated to be a woman of 
excellent understanding; and their eldest boy, Wil- 
liam, has been so carefully educated, that he exceds 
greatly all the others. The descendants of Young 
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m OBO said to be persons generaUy of piomisfav 
abilities. 

How the patriarch Adams contrived to instil into 
the minds of these people the true principles of re- 
ligion and morality is quite surprising^. He was able 
to read, but only learned to write in his latter days ; 
and having accomplished this point, he made a 
scheme of Jaws by which he succeeded to govern 
his little community in the way we have seen. The 
celebration of marriage and baptism were strictly 
observed according to the' rites of the Church of 
England, but he never ventured on confirmation and 
the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. He taught the 
children the church catechism, the ten command* 
ments, the Lord's Prayer, and the creed, and he 
satisfied himself that in these were com}>ri8ed all the 
Christian duties* By the instrumentality of these 
precepts, drawn from the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Bible,* he was enabled, after the slaughter 
of all his associates, to rear up aU the chUd^en ia 
flie principles and precepts of Christianity, in purity 
of morals, and in a mmplicity of manners ftat have 
surprised and delighted every stranger that has 
visited the island. 

The whole island, it seems, was partitioned out 
by Adams among the families of the original set- 
tiers, so that a foreigner cannot obtain any, except by 

* Well may Adams have soagbt for rules for his little society in a 
book whicb contains the foundation of the civil and religions policy of 
two-thirds of the human race, — in that wonderHiI boolL, into whose 
inspired pages the afflicted never seek fbr eonsolsjiion in vain. BfUlimw 
of examples attest this truth. "There is no inddenl in Robinson 
Crusoe," observes a writer in a critical journal, " to!d in language more 
natural and affecting than Robert Knox's accidental discovery of a 
Bible In the midst of the Candian dominions of Ceylon. His pievions 
despondency from the death of bis fbther, bis only (Viend and companion, 
whose grave he had but just duR with his own hands, * being now,' as 
he says, * lea desolate, sick, and in captivity,'— his agitation, joy, and 
even terror on meeting with a book he had for such a length of time not 
seen, nor hoped to see— his anxiety lest he should ftiil to procure it— and 
the comfort, when procured, whicb it aflbrded him in his affliction— all 
m told in eoeh a strain of true piety and genuine simplicity as cannot 
AU 10 imerest and aflbet every reader of aensibUitr.** 
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purchase or marriage* Captain Waldegrave reckons, 
that eleven-tweUlhs are uncultivated, and that popii* 
lation is increasing so rapidly, that in the course of 
a century ihfi island will be fully peopled, and that 
the limit may be taken at one thousand souls. 

The rate at which population is likely to increase 
may, perhaps, be determinedby political economists 
from the following data. 

In 1790 the island was first settled by fifteen men 
and twelve women, making a total of twenty-seven. 
Of these were remaining in 1800 one man and five 
women with nineteen children, the eldest nine years 
of age, making in the whole twenty-five. In 1808 
Mr. Folger msies the population amount to thirty- 
five, being an increase of ten in eight years. In 
1814, six years afterward, Sir Thomas Staines states 
the adult population at forty, which must be a mis- 
take, as fourteen years before, nineteen of the 
twenty-five then existing were children. In 1825 
Captain Beechey states the whole population at 
sixty-six; of whom thirty-six were males and thirty 
females. And in 1830 Captain Waldegrave makes 
it amount to sevens-nine ; being an increase of 
thirteen in five years, or twenty per cent,, which is 
a less rapid increase than might be expected ; but 
there can be little doubt it mil go on with an ac- 
celerated ratio, provided the means of subsistence 
should not fail them. 

C^tain Waldegrave's assumption that this island 
is sufficiently large for the maintenance of one thou- 
sand souls is grounded on incorrect data; it does 
not follow, that because one-twelfth of the island 
win maintain eighty persons, the whole must sup- 
port nine hmidred and sixty persons. The island is 
not more than four square miles, or two thousand 
five hundred and sixty acres ; and as a ridge of rocky 
hills runs from north to south, having two peaks ex- 
ceeding one thousand feet in height, it is more than 
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ivrobable that not one^half of it is capable of cultiva* 
lion. It would seem* indeedt from seTeral aneient 
moraia being discovered among these hills; some 
stone axes or hatchets of compact basaltic laniy 
very hard and capable of a fine polish ; fonr stone 
images abont six feet high placed on a platform not 
unlike those on Easter Island, one of which has 
been preserved, and is the rude representation of 
the human figure to the hips, hewn out of a piece of 
red lava :— these remains would seem to indicate a 
former population, that had found it expedient to 
abandon the island from its insuliiciency to support 
it. Captain Beechey observes, that •* from these 
images, and the large piles of stones on heights to 
which they must have been dragged with great 
labour, it may be concluded that the island was in- 
habited for a considerable time ; and from bones be- 
ing found, always buried under these piles, and never 
upon the surface, we may presume that those who 
survived quitted the island in their canoes to seek an 
asylum elsewhere/' 

It appears from Beech^, that Adams had contem- 
plated the prospect of an increasing population witti 
the limited means of supporting it, and requested 
that he would communicate with the British govern- 
ment upon the subject, which he says he did ; and * 
that throuflih the interference of the Admiralty and 
Colonial Office means have been taken for removing 
them to any place they may choose for themselves* 
It is to be hoped, however, that no such interference 
will take place ; for half a century, at least, there 
is no danger of any want of food. The attempt, 
however, was made through the means of a gen- 
tleman of Otaheite, who, being on a visit to this 
country, was authorized on his return to make ar- 
rangements for their removal to Otaheite, if they 
wished it, and if Pomarrc, the king of the island, 
should not object to receive them ; and he carried a 
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him with the intention of the British government^ 
and expressing the hope that he would be induced 
to receive under his protection a people whose 
moral and reUgious character had created so lively 
an interest in their favour; but it happened that 
this person passed the island without stopping. A 
Mr* Jodiua Hill subsequently proposed their removal 
to New South Wales» but his vessel was oonsidered 
too small for the purpose^ 

Two years after this> as difficjlties had occurred 
to prevent the above-mentioned hitentions from being 
carried into effect, Sir George Murray deemed it 
desirable that no time should be lost in affording 
such assistance to tiiese islanders as might, at all 
events, render their present abode as comfortable as 
circumstances would allow, until arrangements could 
be made for their future disposal either in one of the 
Society Islands, as oriefinally proposed, or at one of 
our settlements on New-Holland. The assistance 
here alluded to has been afibrded, as above men* 
tioned, by his majesty's ship vSeringapatam. 

It is sincerely to be hoped that such removal will 
be no longer thought of. No con^plaint was made 
no apprehension of want expressed to Captain Wal« 
degrave, who left them contented and happy ; and 
Captain Beechey, since his return, has received a Jet* 
ter from John Buffet, who informs him of a notifica* 
tion that the king was willing to receive them, and that 
measures would be taken for their removal; but, he 
addSi the people are so much attached to« and satis- 
fied with, their native island, as not to have a wish to 
leave it. The breaking up of this happy, innocent, 
and simple-minded little society by some summary 
process, would be a subject of deep regret to all 
who take an inl erest in their welfare ; and to them- 
selves might be the inevitable loss of all those 
amiable qualities whk;h have obtained for them the 
kind and {renerous sympathy of their countrymen at 
home. We have a person who acts as consul at 
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Otaheite) and it is to tie boped he wiU receive in 
atxnctions on no aeeotint to Bancttonf. bat ^ on the 
ooaxtrarv to iaterdicti any measure that may be at* 
tempted for their removaL 

'Hie time must come when fhey wiU emigrate on 
their own accord. When the hive is full, tney will 
send out their swarms. Captain Beechey tells us, 
that the reading of some books of vovages and 
travels, belonging to Bligh and left in the Bounty^ 
had created a desire in some of them to leave it $ 
but that family ties and an ardent affection for each 
other and for their native soil had always interposed 
on the few occasions that offered to prevent indi- 
viduals going away singly. George Adams, howevert 
who had failed when tli^ Blossom was there to soften 
the heart of Polly Youngi and had no wife to detain 
himi was very anxioos to embark in that 8hip» that he 
mi^ht see something of the world beyond the narrow 
limits of his own uttle island ; and Beecfaey would 
have taken him, had not his mother wept bitterly at 
the idea of parting from him, and wished to impose 
terms touching his return to the island that could 
not be acceded to. 

Pitcairn's Island lies atthe south-eastern extremity 
of a chain of islands, which, including the Society 
tmd Friendly Islands, exceed a hundred in number, 
many of them wholly uninhabited, and the rest but 
thinly peopled, all speaking the same, or nearly the 
same, language, which is also spoken by Ibe natives 
of Pitcaim's Island ; and aU of the two groups are 
richly clothed with the spontaneous products of na- 
ture fit for the use of man* To these they will 
havot when necessity prompts them, easy means of 
access* No large vessels are reqmred for an emi«* 
gration of this kind; the Irailest iMffks and single 
canoes have been driven hundreds of miles over the 
Pacific. The Pitcaimers have already proceeded 
from the simple canoe to row-boats, and the progress 

from this to smaU decked vessels is simide and 
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mtural. They may thus at some future period^ 
which is nat at aU improbable, be the means of 
spreading Christianity, and consequently civihzation, 
throughout the numerous groups of islands in the 
Southern Pacific ; whereas to remove them as has 
been suggested might be to devote them at once to 
misery and destruction. 

That there is no deficiency in the number and 
variety of plants producing food and clothing for 
the use of man will appear from the following list, 
which is far from being complete 

INDiaBMOVt. 

CocM nucifera « CMfiamit. 

Musa Paradisiaea Plantains. 

Uusa sapitntum, Bananas. 

Diosecrea sativum Yams. 

Convolvultu bntaUu . • Sweet potatoei. 

Jfum etctdemum k*....Taro root. 

Arum coatatum. .Yappa. 

^rottsaonetia papyr^era Ciot h- tree# 

Oraaena terminmiM 7Ve>plaat. 

Aleurites triloba Doodoer 

Morinda cUrifoUa. Nono. 

■ - — Toonena, a large timber treO 

Ficus indica Banyan-treeb 

Jfonit Ckin0n€(t Mulbenry. 

FtmdanuM ciorttUBtimust 

And a great number of other indigenous plantSi 
tome of which are useful and others ornamental* 

MTRODUCIB. 



Artocarpus irtcisa Bread-flmit. 

Cucwrbita citrulluM • » - WaiermolM* 

CucurMtapepo Pu.niikliif. 

Solanum escuUntum Potatoes. 

NUotima tabaccum Tobacco. 

CUrus Itmoneum LemoiL , 

" aurontium •Onuigo. 



Besides these they have European pease, bean^* 
and onions ; sugar-canes, ginger, pepper, and tur* 
merle. In fact, situated as the island is, in a tern* 

perate climate just without the tropic, and enjoying 
abundance of rain, there is scarcely any vegetable^ 
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with the exception of a few of the equinoctial plant&i 
that may not oe cultiirated here. The zea mays, or 
Indian corn, would be infinitely useful both for &em- 
selves, their poultry, and their pigs. 

As a great part of the island is at present covered 
with trees, which would necessarily give way to an 
extended cultivation, and as trees attract rain, Cap* 
tain Waldegrave seems to think that when these are 
removed showers will be less frequent ; but there is 
little fear of this being the case ; the central ridge, 
with points that exceed eleven hundred feet in 
height, will more effectually attract and condense 
the clouds than any quantity of trees growing at a 
less elevation; and there can be little doubt that 
plenty of water will be found by digging at the foot 
of the hills or close to the seaeoast. 

The climate appears to be unexceptionable. "Dur- 
ing the sixteen days of December (the heig^ht of 
summer) that the Blossom remained there, the 
range of the thermometer on the island, from nine 
in the morning till three in the afternoon, was from 
70^ to 80^; on board ship from 74^ to 76*=*; from 
whence Captain Beechey places the mean tempera- 
ture during that time at 76i^« In winter he says the 
south-westerly winds blowveiy cold, and even snow 
has been known to fall* 

Not one visiter to this happy island has taken 
leave of its amiable inhabitants without a feeling of 
regret. Captain Beechey says, "When we were 
about to take leave, our friends assembled to express 
their regret at our departure. All brought some 
little present for our acceptance, which they wished 
us to keep in remembrance of them ; after which 
they accompanied us to the beach, where we took 
our leave of the female part of the inhabitants. 
Adams and the j'oung men pushed off in their own 
boat to the ship, determined to accompany us to 
sea as far as they could with safety. They con- 
tiniiod on board, uawiUinir to leave us, until we were 
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a considerable distance from land, when they shook 
each of us feelingly by the hand, and, amid expres- 
sions of the deepest concern at our doparturet 
wished us a prosperous voyage^ and hoped that we 
mighl one day meet again. As soon as they were 
clear of the shim Ihey att stood up ia their laoat, and 
gave us three hearty eheer8,wliieb. were as heaurtily 
returned. Aa the weather became foggy, the barge 
towed them towards die sbovei and we took a Aral 
leave of them, anconscious, until the moment of 
separation, of the warm intemt their aitoatioa and 
good conduct had cieated in ua * 
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COx\CLUSION. 

Many ^sr 'al and salutary lessons of conduct may 
be drawn from this eventful history, more especially 
by officers of the navy, both old and young, as well 
as by those subordinate to them. In the first place, 
it most strongly points out the dreadful conse- 
quences that are almost certain to ensue from a 
state of insubordination and mutiny on board a ship 
of war,- and the equally certahi fate that, at one 
time or other, awaits all those who have the misfor- 
tune to be concerned in a transaction of this revolt- 
ing nature. In the present instance, the dreadful 
retribution which overtook them, and which was 
evinced in a most extraordinary manner, affords an 
awful and instructive lesson to seamen, by which 
they msy learn, that although the ^ilty may be 
secured for a time in evading the pnntshment due to 
the offended laws of society, yet they must not 
hope to escape the pursuit of Divine vengeance. It 
will be recolleoted that the number of persons who 
remained in the BouMty after her piratical seizure, 
and of course charged with the crime of mutiny, 
was twenty-five ; that these subsequently separated 
into two parties, sixteen having landed at Otaheite, 
and afterward taken from thence in the Pandora, as 

frisoners, and nine having gone with the Bounty to 
1tcairn*s Island. 

Of the sixteen taken in the Pandora, — 

1. Mr. Peter Hey wood, midshipman, wai Moteneed to deatb, but pt^i 
. doned. 

t. Jamen Morrison. boat8wain*if mate, do. do. 

3. tVllliam Munpratt, commander's ateward, do, do. 

4. Tbos. Burkiit, aeaniau, i 

0w Jblin MlUward, do. S eondemiMd and aneiitod. 
1^ TliiM.B!liaQii, d0 1 

BbS 
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7. Joseph Colemftn, armonrer, 
8 Charles Norman, carpenter's mate 

9. TiKW. IPIntMh, carpentai^ craw, 

10. Michael Byrne, seaman, 

11. Mr. George Stewart, midflhipmao, 

18. John Sumner, seanuin, 

19. Richard Skinner, mtom, 




drowned in Irons when the 
Fluidon WIS wraekedL 



tried and leqoltted* 



14. Henry nillbrant, cooper, J 

15. Chas. Churchill, master-at-arms, murdered by MitlhewThompfion. 

16. Matthew Thompson, seamau, murdered by CUurchiil*s ihends ia 

Otaheltew 

Of the nine who landed on Pitcaim's Island,— 

1. Mr. Fletcher ChriAtian, actinf -Ueuieuaat, n 



0. Matthew Qnintal, seaman, pot to deaili hy Yonnf and Adama fen ad^ 



7. William M*Koy, seaman, hsoama laaani^ and kiltod hy Uuvwiof 

himself from a rock. 

8. Mr. Edward Toanc, mhlaMpimuit of asthma. 

9. AteT, Hmith, oteu John Adaina> asaMBii, died in tBML 

"Young officers of the navy, as well as the common 
seamen, may also derive some useful lessons from 
the events of this history. They will see the mel- 
ancholy results of affording the least encouragement 
for seamen to depart from their strict line of dutyi 
wd to relax in that obedience to the orders of supe* 
riors by which alone the discipline of the service 
can be preserved ; they will learn how dangerous it 
is to show themselves careless and indifferent in exe- 
cuting those orders, by thus setting a bad example 
to the men* It oi^t also to enforee on their minds 
how necessary it is to avoid even the appearance of 
acting in any way that can be considered as rRpug- 
nant to, or subversive of, the rules and regulations of 
the service ; and most particularly to guard against 
any conduct that may have the appearan' e of low- 
ering the authority of their superiors, either by their 
words or actions. 

No doubt can remain on the minds of unpreju- 
diced persons, or such as are capable of weighing 
^videncet that the two vouug midshipmen Stewart 



% John Williams, seaman, 

S. Isaac Martin, do. 
4. John Mills, punner'a mate, 
ft. William Brown, botanist's assistant, 




defence. 
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and Heywood were perfectly innocent of any share 
in the transaction in question ; and yet, b^auae (hey 
happened to be left in the ship, not only contrary to 
their wish and intention, but kept down balow by 
force, the one lost his life by being drowned in 
chains, and the other was condemnid to die^ and 
only escaped from suffering the last penalty of the 
law by a recommendation to the royal mercy. The 
only point in which these two officers failed was, 
that they did not at once demand peiiiii.sbion to ac- 
company their conunander, while they were allowed 
to remain on deck and had the opportunity of doing 
so. The manly conduct of vounfj 11 ey wood, through- 
out his long and unmerited sufferings, affords an ex- 
ample of firmness, fortitude, and resignation to the 
Divine will that is above all praise ; in fact, nothing 
short of conscious innocence could have supported 
him in the severe trials he had to undergo. 

The melancholy effects which tyrannioal conduct^ 
harsh and opprobrious language, ungovernable paa* 
sion, and a worrying and EaraiBsinff temper on the 
part of naval commanders seldom fail to poduce om 
the minds of those who are sulgect to tneir capii* 
cious and arbitrary command, are strongly exern* 
phfied in the cause and consequences of the mutiny 
m the Bounty, as described in the course of this 
history. Conduct of this kind, by making the infe- 
rior officers of a ship discontented and unhappy, has - 
the dangerous tendency, as in the ca^e of Christian, 
to incite the crew to partake in their discontent, and 
be ready to assist in any plan to get rid of the tyrant. 
We may see in it, also, how very little credit a com- 
mander is likely to gain, either with the ser\ice or 
the public at large, when the duties of a ship ^^e 
earned on, as they would appear to have been in the 
Pandora, in a cold, phlegmatic, and unfeeling nianner« 
and with an indifference to the comfort of all around 
him ; — subjecting offenders of whatever deaeriptionr 
to unnecessary restraint, and a severity of punish* 
taent which, though strictly within tlie letter of tba 



Digitized by 



OONCLTOIOir. 



hWf contribates in no way to the ends of discipEne 
or of Justice* 

The conduct of Bligh, howerer mistaken he may 
have been in his mode o( carrying' on the duties of 

the ship, was most exemplary throughout the long 
and perilous voyage he peiTormed in an open boat, 
on the wide oce^n, with the most scanty supply of 

Provisions and water, and in the worst weather, 
'he result of such meritorious conduct hoMs out 
every encourarrenient to both officers and men, by 
showing" them that by firmness and perseverancet 
and the adoption of well-digested measures, steadily 
pursued in spite of opposition, the most hopeie.*!;^ 
undertaking, to all appearance» may he successfully 
accomplished. 

And, lastly, the (ate that has attended almost 
every one of those concerned in the mutiny and 
piracy of his majesty^s ship Bounty ought to operate 
as a warnings to. and make a deep impression on the 
minds of our brave seamen, not to suffer them- 
selves to be led astray from the straight-forward 
line of their duty, either by order or persuasion of 
some hoi-braitied, thoughtless, or designing person, 
whether tlieir superior or equal, but to remain 
faithful, under all circ'tmstances, to their com- 
manding officer; as any mutinous proceeding^ or 
disobedience of his orders are sure to be visited upon 
them in the long run, either by loss of life, or by a 
forfeiture of that liberal provision which the British 
government has bestowed on its seamen for long 
and faithful services. 



P.S. Jnst as this last sheet came from the pressp, 
the editor has noticed a paragraph in the news- 
papers, said to be extracted from an American paper, 
stating that a vessel sent to Pitcairu's Island by the 
Europe ins of Otaheite has carried off the whole ol 
the settlers to the latter island* 
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ADDITIONAL NOTE. 

In refereiiee to the sutject of extraordinary pn* 
eages made inofieii boats oa the wideoeeaii» and the 
note thereon at i^age IIZ9 the following may be 
added ae another tnatance, the noet pamfiiUy intef* 
eating, and the most calamitous, perhaps, ever re- 
corded. It was related to Mr. Eennet, a gentleman 
deputed by the Missionary Society of London, to- 
gether with the Rev. Daniel Tyerman, to visit iheir 
several stations in the South Sea islands, by Captain 
George PoUard, the unfortunate sufTerer, whom 
these gentlemen met with at Haiatea, then a pas- 
senger in an American vessel, having a second time 
lost his ship near the Sandwich Islands. The nar- 
rative is extracted from "The Journal of Voyages 
and Travels,^' just published, of the^ two gentleaiea 
above-mentioned^ and is as follows 

My first shipwreck was in open sea, on the 20th 
of Novembefff 1830, near the eqnator, about 118^ W. 
long. The vessel, a South Sea whaler, was called 
the Essex* On that day, as we were on the look 
out for sperm whales, and had actaally stmck two, 
wluefa the boats* erews were fbttowing to seenre^ I 
peroehred a very large ono-**it might be eighty or 
ninety feet long — rushing with great swiftness 
through the water, right towards the ship. We 
hoped that she would turn aside, and dive under, 
when she perceived such a balk in her way. But 
no ! the animal came full force against our stern- 
post; had any quarter less firm been struck, the 
vessel must have been burst ; as it was, every plank 
and timber trembled throughout her whole bullc. 

" The whale, as though hurt by a severe and unex- 
pected concussion, shook its enormous head, and 

sheered oS to so considerable a distance thai for 
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some time we had lost sight of her from the shor* 
Hoard quarter : of which we were very glad, hoping 
that the worst was over. Nearly an hour afierwar(^ 
we saw the same fish— we had no doubt of this, 
from her size and the direction in which she came— 
making agam towaids ns. We were at once aware 
of our danger, but escape was impossible. She 
dashed her head this time against the ship's side, 
and so broke it in that the vessel filled nipidly, and 
soon became waterlogged. At the second shock, ex- 
pecting her to go down, we lowered our three boats 
with the utmost expedition, and all hands, twenty 
in the whole, frot into them — seven, and seven, 
and six. In a little while, as she did not sink, we 
ventured on board again, and, by scuttling the deck, 
were enabled to get out some tmscuit^ beef, water^ 
rum, two sextants, a quadrant, and three compasses* 
These, tog^HBier with some rigs^g, a few muskets, 
powder, Ac. we brought away; and^ divklinff the 
stores among our three small crews, rigged the boats 
as well as we could ; there being a compass for 
each, and a sextant for two, and a quadrant for one, 
but neither sextant nor quadrant for the third.* 
Then, instead of pushing away for some port, so 
amazed and bewildered were we that we continued 
sitting in our places gazing upon the ship, as thougk 
she bad been an objeet of the tenderest affection. 
Our eyes could not leave her, tiil, at the end of 
many hours, slie gave a slight reel, then down she 
sank. No words can tell our feelings. We looked 
at each other— we looked at the place where she 
had so lately been afloat — and we did not cease to 
look till the terrible conviction of our abandoned 

perilous situation roused us to ezertloii» if dsf* 
liverance were yet possible^ 

We now consisted about the eourse which it m i gbt 
be best to take— westward to India, eastward to South 
America, or south-westward to the Society Islea. 

♦If there were fftw instruments atid three boflts, there must hKf% 
boea one for «acA, fyt Uie (luadraut waa^mu a« good a se&uuii.— Ifiob 
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We knew that we were at no prent distance from 
Tahiti, but were so ignorant of the state and temper 
of the inhabitants, that we feared we should be de- 
voured by cannibals, if we cast ourselves on theit 
mercy. It was determitied, therefore, to make for 
South America, which we computed to be more than 
two thousand miles distant. A ccordingly we steered 
eastward, and though forsevieral days harassed with 
squalls, we contrived to keep together. It was not 
long before we found that one Df the bouts had 
started a plank, which was no wonder, for whale* 
boats are all clinker>^built, and very slight, being 
made of half-inch plank only, before planing. To 
remedy tliis alarming defect we all turned to, and 
having emptied the dumajred boat into \h(^ two others, 
Vre raised her side as well as we €ould, and suc- 
ceeded in restoring the plank at the bottom* 
Through this accident, some of our biscuit had be* 
«ome injured by the salt-water. This was equally 
divided among the several boats' crews. Food and 
Water, nieanxvhile, with our utmost economy, rapidly 
failed. Our strength was exhausted, not by absti* 
jrence only, but by the labours which we were 
obliged to employ to keep our little vessels afloat 
amid the storms which repeatedly assailed us. 
One night we were parted in rough weather; but 
though the next day we fell in with one of our com* 
panion4)oats, we never saw or heard any more of 
the other, which probably perished at sea, being 
without either sextant or quadrant.^ 

^ When we were reduced to the last pinch, and 
out of every thing, having been more than three 
Weeks abroad, we were cheered with the sight of a 
low, uninhabited island, which we reached in Iwpe, but 
were bitterly disappointed. There were some bar* 
ren bushes and many rocks on this forlorn spot* 
The only provisions that we could procure were a 
few birds and their eggs; this supply was soon 

* The tnisUke is here airnin repented ; It would lM tbund taion^ 
tt>ft diiA taiMi iMd iMtih. omadtMSiL And Mztuii 
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fedliced ; the sea-fowls appeared to have been fnghC« 
ened away« and their nests were left empty after we 
had onoe or twice plondered them. What distressed 
us most was the utter waat. of fresh water f we could 
not find a drop aoywheref tiii^ at the extreme verge 
of ebb tidef a email spfkig was diseovered in the 
sand ; but even that was too scsiuty to afford ussnffi* 
cient to quench our thirst befoie it was eoveied by 
the waves at their twm^ . 

^ There being no prospect but that of starr^oai 
here« we determined to put to sea again« Three of 
our comrades, however, chose to remain, and we 
pledg'ed ourse!ves to send a vessel to bring them off^ 
if we ourselves should ever escape to a Christian 
port. With a very small morsel of biscuit for each, 
and d little water, we again ventured out on the wide 
ocean. In the course of a few days our provisions 
were consumed. Two men died ( we had no other 
alternative than to live upon their remains. These 
we roasted to dryness by m«ans of fires kindled on 
the ballast-sand at the bottom of the boats** When 
this supply was spentf what could we dof We 
looked at each other with borrid . thoughts in our 
minds, but we held our tongues* I am sure thai we 
IpndM^' another as brotters all the time ; and yet 
our ioSlw told plainly what must be done* We cast 
lotSf and the fatal one fell on my poor cabm«tNnr. I 
atiuted forward mstanfly,and cned outt *liy lau, my 
lad, if dowft Uks ywf Mf IV ahoei tbe first mail 
that touches you»' The poor emaciated hoy hesi- 
tated a moment or two ; then, quietly laying his head 
down upon the gunnel of the boat, he said, * I like it 
03 wdl as any otherJ' He was soon despatched, and 
nothing of him left. 1 think, then, another man died 
of himself, and him too we ate# But I can teB you 
no more— my head is on fire at the recollection ; I 
hardly know ygi»k 1 say« I forgot to aay that we 

•iHiMexdiUMa wtthtiiMi kWeriM fft^ mrtteMi aril m> 

aiMiDg (IQpOnlloik 
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Itad parted company with the second boat before 

• fiow# After some more \lay8 of horror and despair, 
when some were lying down at the bottom of' the 
boat not able to rise, and scarcely one of ns could 

• move a limb, a vessel hove in sight. We were taken 
on board, and treated with extreme kindness. The • 
second lost boat was also picked up at seat, and the 
survivors saved. A ship afterward sailed in search 
of our companions on the desolate island, and brought 
them away." 

Captain Pollard closed his dreary narrative with 
saying, in a tone of despondency never to be forfrot- 
ten by him who heard it, " After a time I fouiKl my 
way to the United States, to which 1 belonged, and 
got another ship. That too I have lost by a second 
wreck off the Sandwich Islands, and now I am 
utterly ruined. No owner will ever trust me with a 
whaler again, for all will say I am an uiducky man*" 

The following account respecting the three men 
that were left on the uninhabited island, is given in a 
note of the same work, and said to be extracted from 
a religious tract, No. 579, issued by the society in 
Patemoster-row. 

^ On the 26th December the boats left the island ; 
this was indeed a trying moment to all : they sepa- 
rated with mutual prayers and good wishes, seven- 
teen* venturing to sea with almost certain death be- 
fore them, while three remained on a rocky isle, des- 
titute of water, and affording hardly any thing to 
support life. The prospects of these three poor 
men were gloomy : they ag-ain tried to dig a w^ell, 
but without success, and all hope seemed at an end, 
when providentially they were relieved by a sliower 
of rain. They were thus delivered from the imnie. 
diate apprehension of perishing by thirst. Their 

* Here again is another mistake ; Uie number must im^e been eleven 
il most, one of tlie boats liaYiiig puted belbie tlio .otben leacbed t^ 
If land^^ ri » 
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next care was to procure food, and their diJEcnlties 
herein were also very great ; their principal resource 
. was small birds, about the size of a blackbird, which 
they caught while at roost. Every night they 
climbed t^e trees ia search of them, and obtainea, 
by severe exertions, a scanty supply* hardly enough 
lo support life. Some of the trees bore a small berry, 
which gaye them a Uttle relief, but these they foimd 
only m small quantities* Shellfish they searchieiiA 
for in vain ; ana although from the rocks, they siMr 
at times a nuniber of sharks, and also oth^'j»£rterief 
fish, they were unable to catch any, as they had no 
fishing tackle. Once they saw several turtles, and 
succeeded in taking five, but they were then without 
water : at those times they had little inclination to 
eat, and before one of them was quite finished the 
others were become unfit for food. 

" Their sufferings from want of water were the 
most severe, their only supply being from what re- 
mained in holes among the rocks after the showers 
which fell at intervals ; and sometimes they were 
five or six days without any ; on these occasions 
they were compelled to suck the blood of the birds 
they caught, wnich allayed their thirst in some de- 
cree; but tiiey did so very unwillingly, as they 
found themselves much disordered thereby* 

** Among the rocks were several caves formed by 
nature, which afforded shelter from the wind and 
rain. In one of these caves they found eight human 
skeletons, in all probability the remains of some 
poor mariners who had been shipwrecked on the 
isle, and perished for want of food and water. They 
were side by side, as if they had laid down and died 
together! This sight deeply affected the mate and 
his companions ; their case was similar, and they 
had every reason to expect, ere longfthe same end: 
for many times they lay down at night, with their 
tongues swollen and their lips parched with thirst, 
scarcely hoping to see the morning sun; and it is 
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impossible to form aa idea of their feelings when 
the morning dawned, and they fomid their prayers 
had been heard and answered by a providential 8up-« 
ply of rain. 

In this state they continued till the 5th of April 
following. On the morning of that dsty they were 

in the woods as usual, searching for food and water, 
as well us their weakness permitted, wlien tlieir at- 
tention was aroused by a sound which they thought 
was distant thunder; but looking towards the sea, 
they saw a ship in the offing, wliich had just fired a 
gun, Tlieir joy at this sight may be more easily 
imagined than described; they immediately fell on 
their knees, and thanked God lor his f^oodness in 
thus sending deliverance when least expected ; then 
hastening to the shore, they saw a boat coming to- 
wards them. As the boat could not approach the 
shore without great danger, the mate, being a good 
swimmeri and stronger than his companions, plunged 
into the sea, and providentially escaped a waterv 
grave at the moment when deliverance wbb at hand* 
His companions crawled out farther on the rocks, 
and by the great exertions of the crew were taken 
into the boat, and soon found themselves on board 
the Surrey, commanded by Captain Raine,by whom 
they were treated in the kindest manner, and their 
health and strength were speedily restored*** 

Mr. Montgomery, the editor, observes, " there is 
some incongi'uity in these two narratives, which 
more minute particulars might reconcile/' We h^ee 
noticed them. Mr. Bennet received the account ver- 
bally, and may be mistaken in some points, but there 
is little doubt of its being substantially correct. 



and complete answer to Bhgh's doubts of men feed« 
ing on each other to preserve existence* 



This melancholy history 




Ues an additional 



THS END. 
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